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It .s dirficult tod y tor li t t ther w a ti :rhen t' e 

ulc of the knowl d of m nkind as contained in ~ fo~ pricel s 

anu..,cripts ;rh ch ere :fai t.h:ru ly opi d by schol rs o e 'Len !'it 

of oth i~ d jealously gu ed. nk:i to-day io o f' o t, 11th 

never incr aa ng flood of lit.rature that pour f'rom the pr: ti 

1ith ouch be1ild ring r pid ty that, or many, th ts~ of 

·rting the heat fro th ch f becom o f'ri htoni tha hoy 

bandon the un q al stru gle and f'all into p thy. o rapid a e t 

v nc.s de in any 0 ubj cts thot ny 1orks arc alr a out-of'-dat 

hen they ak their :fir t a.pp aranc on th bookseller'· oh Ives. 

he xpense 1 ivolv d in keeping abr€.a t of t o e advanc i.J beyo 

the e ns of most peopl d it 1 b r th t good library provid a 

solution not only to the quest on of in iv· ual ponoe but also 

to that or s lection. The cultural standard o ny communi y i· 

lectcd n its libraries and the uao d~ or the • In a democratic 

ountry such as tllis th wish of the p oplo are paramo t an th 

1 must be born by them 1 thc·r libraries fail to ulfil their 

unction. This ~unction ha been admirably d fin d y tl late 

rof'.ssor u. La.ski ( Prore sor of Political conomy a he Univerai y 

f L don ) ~hen addressing tho fifty-eighth annual confer nee or the 

Libr ry ocintion of England. in 1935. 

'I belie~ .ht tho purpo e of publ c libra~y · to make cco 
tho heri ta.ge of cul tu.re, in th · idoat s na of th ·ord• to any 
who may 11 h to t k ad ntag o it. The first implication, 
therefore.of vioil is the nee to vie that h ritnl:li a o othing 
ind pendent o any e i l ttit d of ntln . ar not ntitl,d 
to narrow it ubst nee c us w ar oc:l sta or Cons rv tiv s, 
Chri tians or r,othinke~ , ~xpon~nt o o philosophy rather th 



nothor. 
libr ry ia t 
in th judg 
t'ind it on th 
barr1 gates 

(vi i) 

In h light of h etat en , tu o th libr y facilities 

of o.ny community sho d b very rev 1 nd y t o-one ha un ei:-

t ken au h an inv stigation o uba ant·at or d pro th mnny 

cathing cri ti~· 1 vell d at th l r r1 a o Christchurch over a 

one period. o kno / that such ri tio1 j t r· d. ot 

icient if o of the pas ru.~e to rccti~i d. A fi_ t 

ntial is to kno ho and. why tho m.tatak s occurred o h t 

imil stakes can b avoide in the uturo. 0 purpos or this 

sis is to re t11i o as1on nd, by racin r,o its e liest 

,innings the gr l'th of th Chrietclmrch library a c , to provide 

h b c 7round ece for any o itic m o tha s rvic • dd d 

provided by th act tha library v lop nt in t e 

tl"opolitan rea of Chl"i tchurch ot o y fo 

also uniquo in e 1 Zealruld. 

a complete un t ut 

In l and and the United State of Ameri~a it is gen rally accept-

d that public libraries are not on1y free and support d from t 

at a but also are th atur~l exte ion of the yet, or pub11c 

ucaticn; Altho a number of librarie an mecha c ' institutes 

n th early years of thi provin e for a s· lar pur­

.,.nany me OI" of l brary co itte a and the public gon r ly 

to hav fo.go t n thut the city libr ry ma ntaina rc:ror nc 
th t val bl or n ·er-loan b t 1 ,n ibra_ ies; 

upporta 

hat 

e 11 n rvic t:or 

mp lled by 1 .o ep opo ., 1:r adi· 

1935. 
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room; that ts duti a do no 
• 

co ith th 1 OU o'!' boo but t nd 

to h lp; an that it ia :unnbl to for t or on oment, 

n if it so 1i h d, that th r 

In neral, :fe1 diffic lti 

ourcea aa the f il of tho loo 1 

a or in print than light fict on. 

n ncountcr 1th xe ·ar to 

nute o 

interest d orgnni at1ona ha¥ usually Uffic d. How ¥ r, tho ch pter 

ono rning subur an libra.ri no uch r dily ava labl 

inf'ormation. In o cases, ti on en 

le d fro ol minut boolcs ut in th majority or c es th s cure 

pro~ d eith r ntirely inad qua.t or le non-exit n,. 1 uxe pt 

of the suburban librari 

orkors who are only intere t 

co 1 tely contr 11 by volunteer 

upp1ying the alv and tho r 

ri ndB iith ood( d more of ten indi:ff erent ) oadi t er. 

aturally they are not int rest d in ma nt ning he t of ro o 

n hich a hi torian 1a 1ntero t d d, b ca e of this :'locf'ul 1 ck 

terinl, it hos be n necessary in many nstanc s to r ort to 

eraonnl recoll ctiona to furnish a brie outlin or th gro1tl o~ 

library yotom in the auburbe of Christchurch. Fortun.at ly those 

ccounte have sho m remar ab1y mall di vergonce ro ·1 c :primary 

available. 

facts ar , n the elv , of li tl ~ lue on of e s int r t 

, moreover, th y can oven b misleading. Beca of h obvious 

mpoaaibility of incorporating ev ry item of evi nco, •t is under­

tandablo that on a orced to a 1 ct and iscard. In o doing, one 

orma ppraiaal and critics hie , complete 

ib , ahoul not dotract ro the :7rit r's ia-

an hon ty of purpoo • ail to include 

o a h1stor:Lca1 \7ork to an a oat 



( ) 

orthl ss chronolo • Thero s t r for be n no a t tion in 

i ncluding v n th o t damning cr1t1c1 me ~her ~ r h ct give 

no oubt as to th ir ccuracy. AG th 

system under di cuss1on arc by no ans 

1 nort nt th n v that etail and 

l v 11 b for it is too late . 

n th libr y 

yond r d:y, it a ore 

or d er t'cs ohould be 

inally it is plc ant duty to r cor th ntlm a of thos 

;rho, y hei 'I 111 sai tanc , ha.v atly facilit t the s rel 

f or i o ti on. rork • E. J . Bell, ibr rian of th 

c nt rb y Public L br ry, ha t en nn nctiv and frien ly interest 

f'or ;rhich I run vc1·y grateful. I havo also r~cciv d v l ble Si t -

nc f'rom 1r . H. • (To Cl k ), w. J . trin lonu:n a d ~is 

ea uon (of th Ca.ntcrbu.ry Public Library), r . C •• Collin~ 

(Librarian, C 

Colleg ) , Mr . 

t rbury Colleg ) , r . J . Logi (R.gi trar, Cant r u.ry 

• l . Gorrie , • . G. P gler and l C. T. cGahey (of 

th C riut hurch City Council) . In th suburb n libr f'icld th 

follo in persons volunteered val uable lnformat· on: a . E. Chitty 

( r)' iss A. Hall (Pap nui) , r . H. i . Frie (Lin mod), • 

c. Pollard ( yd nhrun) • ~r . H. C. ton ( prey don ) , • • tt ley 

(Re cli fs), r . J . ~ . Jones ( t . tins), .tr . } . Jackson (Op a)' 

R. • Flinto:rr (Ad 1 ton), an 1 r . G. arming ( I . • . ) . ese ch 

juvenile libr ry .... e vice me d, oo.si y tho usistance 

tr . I . P . Lory He dmastor, 'ha nui uchool n •)ccr ... tnry of' th 

Libxary crvica) and of iou C. Rob noon (Vocational Gu d c 

.Fin lly 1 i..,, ·1:1 ... tifyin o ackno l e the 

int l" .. oho hroughout this ork by ny tut r, J.."" . . J . 

. A. 
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THE ORIGIN AND GR01rTH 01', THE CANTERBURY 
PUBLIC LIBRARY TO 1878 

Every age does not produce a Napoleon or an Einstein, 

a Shakespeare or a Beethoven, yet there are many names in every 

age which, although famous in their own particular spheres, 

remain unkown to the world at large. Originality is such a 

rare gift that the average man must remain content to use 

those things which have been discovered, invented,and formulated 

for him by others. 

seldom recognised. 

Yet, in spite of its rarity
1
1ts worth is 

People accept the ultra-modern household 

comforts of the twentieth century without comment, seldom 

pausing to reflect on the weeks and months and often years of 

research that have gone to produce such wonders of science. 

In like manner the printing press and all its boons are accepted 

with scarce mention of names such as Gutenberg or Caxton. The 

age of questioning and suspicion has been replaced, in highly 

civilised societies, by an age of acceptance. 

lives, the inventor is long since forgotten. 

The invention 

Let us, in contradiction of the spirit of the age, pause 

a few seconds to consider the name of George Birkbeck who 

was born at Settle, Yorkshire in 1776. He studied medicine at 

Edinburgh and London, taking the degree of .D. in 1799 at the 

University of the former city, and shortly after became professor 



2. 

f natural philosophy at Glasgo 'I here he commenced his et'forts 

t popular education. Having had his attention drawn to the 

it't'iculties in this field,he established courses of lectures 

or orking men, hich developed, in 1823, into the Glasgow 

echanics' Institute, evidently the first genuine institution 

of that sort. Birkbeck ad left Glasgo for London in 1804 

here he practised as a successful physician for a number of 

ears. But when the establishment of the Glasgow Institute led 

to agitation for a similar movement in London, he immediately 

ook the lead, lent £3,700 for the erection of a lecture-room, 

nd as first president delivered the opening address on February 

o, 1824. It was these foundations at Glasgow and London hi ch 

ere soon imitated throughout the country and which spread with 

he colonies to the new world.( 1 ) 

The focus of our attention is now narrowed to one particular 

New Zealand; and further to one particular settlement, 

Christchurch where, within two years of the arrival of 

colonists in December, 1850 efforts were made to 

a Eechanics' Institute. That worth-while public 

nstitutions are not necessarily the outcome of a strong popular 

evidenced by a letter to the "Lyttelton Times 0 in 

rch 1852, some years before the actual formation of the 

hristchurch Mechanics' Institute. As this early development 

s not generally known the relevant part of the letter is worth 

Dictionar~ of National Biogra~hl; Smith, Elder and Co., 
London. B rkbeck, George: art c e by Sir Henry Trueman Wood. 



Sir - "Since my arrival in the colony I have remarked ith 
sincere re et the absence of those means for social inter­
course which bind man to man, and of those amusements which 
tend to make the individual cheerful and virtuous, and 
society happy, ••• In a settlement so young as ours the 
existence of a theatre is not to be expected, but are there 
not a sUfficient number of young men ~ho could form an 
Amateur Dramatic Club; or, 1hat ~ould be much better, could 

e not get up a Working !en's Literary and Scientific 
Institution, where orking men and their ives, and their 
families might meet to enjoy 

"The feast of reason 
And the flow of soul. ' 

Lord Chesterfield has declared that, "a 1ell regulated 
stage is an ornament to society, a school for morals and good 
manners, and an encourager of wit and learning," but I think, 
Sir, that a Mechanics' Institute far exceeds the stage in 
usefulness and mor~lity; I shall, therefore, be happy to join 
with any of your readers in forming one, having had some 
experience in those matters. I have a :re~ books rhich I 
shall be happy to lend or give as the commencement of a 
Library. 

Being a stranger here I have no private circle of 
friends to ~hom I could communicate my ideas, I shall there­
fore feel obliged if you can afford me a space in your 
columns, and beg to subscribe myself, Sir yours most respect­
fUlly' tt (2) 

Charles J. Rae. 

Many letters to the editor are insufficiently provocative 

arouse any further correspondence and, although in some 

instances a spate of letters serves to excite or amuse for a 

short time the correspondents in such cases are all tQ)frequently 

erely airing theoretical views with no thoughts of practical 

It is indeed seldom that a ne1spaper correspondent has 

of su:f'ficiently arousing public opinion to 

roduce concrete results. Mr. Rae, however, was one or that 

The "Lyttel ton Times" of July 3 contained an advertise-

nt calling a meeting in the Christchurch Grammar School on July 

The "Lyttelton Times", Christchurch. March 20, 1852. 
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9 of all interested in the formation of: an exclusively lit rary 

and scientific institution at Christchurch and suggeotin as a 

tentative title "The Christchurch Athenaeum."(3) A well attended 

meeting established the proposed society which immediately became 

the target of uninformed criticism :f'rom a number of prominent 

citizens who were at great pt.ins to point out to all that the 

movement was in direct opposition to the Colonists Society and 

as such should not be tolerat "d wider uny circ lStanccs. One 

correspondent to the "Times" even went so :far as to s ggest, or 

rather insist, that it appeared av if a society comprising the 

mass of the people as not respectable enough for some few 

exclusives. 

Admirable as the Colonists' Society was for the promotion of 

social intercourse in a new settlement by cateriPe for a 1ide 

variety of interests, it 1as unreasonable for its protagorists 

to insist that it should preclude the establishment of ne\v 

societies for specific purposes. In an attempt to clarify the 

issue, the committee of the newly £ormed society published a 

statement of its aims and objects; the diffusion of information, 

the cultivation or taste, and the promotion of rational enjoyment 

by means or a library, a reading room, lectures, music, and 

classes for mutual instruction formed by the members among them­

selves. (4) This is in complete accord with the accepted definition 

of a echanics' institute. (5) In ~articular, in an uneXplored and 

3. ibid July 3, 1852. 
4. ibid July 24, 1852. 
5. vide ..Qha~bers's Encyclopedia, Edinburgh, W. & R. Chambers Ltd. 
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e ly settled country like e 1 Zealnnd, it as suggested that such 

institution might aid geological research and provide the eans 

t mutual information on its geograpl , climate, and natural 

istory. s in simil societies in England,religious and 

oli tical questions e1•e to be completely excluded. society of 

his nature was more likely to provide a library service for 

hristchurch than was the Colonists' Society; but although it 

ttracted eighty three subscribers and sot itself the prima1•y object 

f erecting a £200 building it passed into oblivion after publishing 

further statement emphasising its exclusively literary and 

cientific interests. (G) Hostility and lack of support apparently 

ontributed largely to its demise. 

For almost seven years the citizens of Christchurch ~ere 

ilent on the question of a library and it ~as not until the matter 

as taken up by the Editor or the "Lyttelton Times" that any further 

evelopments took place. He said: 

'Some efforts have been ma.de in Christchurch for the establish­
ment of u ~echanics' Institute ~nd of a Book Club, in connect­
ion with it. Both of these objects are so important that any 
nteps to be taken in the matter ought to be carefully considered 
To establish such an institution, capable of meeting the 
requi:i:"'o .. en ta of the community, would be a eavy tax on 
Christchurch alone, and if it be wished that the institution 
should receive support from other quarters, it must provide 
advantages for all subscribers, whether residents in 
Christchurch or not. It appears to us that, especially with 
a view to rounding a good library, it would be important to 
enlist a very general interest in the proposed Y101•k. 

The moat important desiderat to be first attended to 
iould be the Library and cading oom; and to get the rull 

bene.f'it of' these advantages t c individual uoe o'f a room and 
the individual attention or a clerk would be required. For 
this reason we are inclined to doubt the expediency of the 
proposed To·1n Hall plan. 

L.T. August 7, 1852. 
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en or all classes and pursuits, resident or non-reoidcnt, 
would gladly join in keeping up a roo that should be al ays 
open to ubscribcrs ithin reasonable hours; ell ~rnished 
1th books and periodicals; ell lighte and armed in the 

evenings; and fro 1hose store · they mj_ ht take home any 
books hich t ey 1ght ·ish to read a lei ure. Get a good 
book club and reading roo h s start d, 1 ctures and ot~er 
means or improvement --111 f'ollo • e are satisfied, ho ever, 
that t c ~ork ought to be a ~ublic on , i depen ent of all 
other socie ies J and adapting itself to t11c hours and seasons 
of all alike. ~7) 

If by this article the cd tor hoped to rouse the people of 

Christe urcl to act1on,h1s success muBt have been gratirying,for 

less than one eek lrter a notice inserted i the 'Times by r. 

C.J. Rae of the 1852 venture called a public meeting in the 

OddfelloiVs' Hall for Tuesday ay 26, 1859, 'to take into considcrat­

on the best means of establishing a Jechanics' Institute."(B) In 

same issue the editor's proposal was vigorously attacked by a 

orrespondent who pointed out that one of the rooms being added 

o the Tom Hall was intended for a library and that a large numb 

r books and donations in addition to a stun of £120 had already 

een subscribed. (9) 

Nevertheless, the correspondent wrote in vain, for a rell 

ttended meeting on the f'ollo7fing day established the echanics' 

nstitute on the motion of the Rev~ c. Fraze~ who, in stressing the 

mportance and desirability of such an institution, stated that, 

in order to render it both popular and usef'ul it 1.s highly necessary 

at it should be conducted on tne most liberal principles and the 

siest terms consistent with its efficiency. <10> Evidently the 

ioneers appreciated the desirability of placing library facilities 

• 
• 
• 

ibid ray 21, 
ibid May 25, 
ibid 

o. ibid June 1, 

1859. 
1859. 

1859. 



thin the r~ach o~ all. rlhile stating that the deoire o~ the 

omoters was to give the undertaking a purely public character, 

• C.J. Rae disclaimed any intention o rivalling the sche e 

oposed in connection ith the Town Hall. Fifty subscribers 

re then enrolled and, after appointing a co nittee and trustees, 

e meeting adjourned until June 9 hen over seventy attended and 

e number of subscribers ras increased to ninety-six. The 

ocicty was then given definite for ith a set of rules, honorary 

fficials, and a librarian - •• Thompson. <11 > Consequent on 

• Rae's report that the promoters of the Town Hall ere agreeable 

the amalgamation of the two schemes it was decided to obtain 

emporary meeting rooms when the membership reached 100 and to 

roceed with the acquisition of a site and the erection of a 

Before two months had elapsed,temporary p~emises had 

en obtained in the Town Hall and on August L~, 1859 the Christchurch 

was officially opened by Kr. John Hall. The 

the 1)rincipal speaker of the day - stated 

at the type of' light reading vrhich would be provided by the 

:formed was, he considered, instr·ctive as well as 

using, and in many instances had been productive of much good, 

for example tl ... e works of Sil: . alter Scott. In the course of 

also suggested that goo ~ newspapers were of great 

on institution as they supplied much benei'icial 

ormation and instruction.<12> Although the value of the library 

s stressed 11 tle opening speeches,t:e Institute proceeded to 

ibid Jun~ 11, 1859. 
ibid Auaust 10, 1859. 
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fil its other func+ions a evidenced by advertiseffienta in the 

!lowing November calling for eru:olmen s in elem ntary classes 

at'i th.-netic and announcing the f:iro t of a series 

lectures on co titutio al i tory. <13) 

It is the rule l'atl r• than the exception · i th such public 

dies as libraries and ot er s·rnilar institutio that the meagre 

can uc wm1la te by 1 eans of' subscriptions and 

nations are far from su:fi'icient to enable them to fulfil, uith 

reasonable degree of success, helr obligationn to the public 

at supports them and Gho ld benefit i'rom them. This was 

the case ~ith the Uechanics' Institute and on November 

1859 a Memorial f'rom the members to the Superintend.ent of the 

ovince asking for a grant ·;ran laid on the table of the Provincial 

unci1.<1h) Later in the same session a I'.1otion was granted, 

"That in the event of the funds of the province permitt!ng it, 
his Honour the Superintendent be requested to authorise the 
expenditure of a sum not exceeding £200, to be divided 
equally between the Mechancis' Institute, Christchurch, and 
the Lyttelton Coloniota' Society, :for i,he p rchaso of' books 
and periodice.ls for the use of t.he members thereof." ( 15) 

e Provincial Council by granting ·!;his request established a 

ecedent, whether intentionally or other~ise, and it is not 

further requests made for increasing sums. Thus 

wus a grant of £150 in 1861<16 > 1hf~c y 1863 the amount hat! 

to £250. <17) 

T11e f'irst year of lif'e of ony institution i3 a testing period 

• ibi. November 19, 1859. 
• Journal or t~ Canterbury Provincial Council, Session ~' 

Nov mber 3, 1 59. 
• ibid ifovember 29 1859. 

ibid Session X 11, December 5, 1861 • 
. ibid Session ~,September 24, 1863. 
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d the first annual report of the Institute did not seem to 

stify the promoters' arguments for its establishment. This as 

rtly attributable to a period of general depression adversely 

fecting every individual interest in Christchurch and its 

ighbourhood. A statistical analysis makes gloomy reading. Of 

membership of 112, only fifty had borrowed books from the library 

d an average of nine per n~ght had att nded at the reading room. 

e circulation figures, for the library of 168 books, ere 314, 

uggesting that subscribers borrowed less than one book each per 

However, in spite of a seeming lack of interest the list 

magazines and periodicals that were on the Reading Room tables 

so imposing that it is of interest to give it in full:- The 

ttelton Times, Canterbury Standard, New Zealander, ~ellington 

dependent, Nelson Examiner, Otago litness, Sydney orning Herald, 

lbourne Argus, Home lews, Illustrated London Ne s, Builder, 

onomist, Punch, Tcchanica' augazine, Dublin University Magazine, 

rth American Review, Quarterly cview, Edinburgh Review, Sunday 

Home, Le~$Ure Hour, Chambers's Journal, Art Journal, Athenaeum, 

ackwoods Magazine, Illustrated Times, Cassell's Family Paper. <18 > 

the major part of tile report does not appear encouraging, at 

ast this list shows that a wide range of colonial and overseas 

had already been established. Finally, it is also 

to notice the interest shown by the Government which had 

ready assured the Institute that the subject of a building site 

ould have every attention. Naturally it seemed likely that the 

t1tute Nould have a much better clance of thriving once it was 

• L.T. July 7, 1860. 
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stablished 1n its om building. 

IVhereaa it might have been expected that such an institution 

ght have taken a year to gain its feet, in the case of the 

echanics' Institute the early years ~ere fra ht 1th difficulties 

nd discouragement. Such was the position, that at the second 

nnual meeting, the chairman vas forced to say that, 

"Indeed it appears evident to your committee that unless the 
inhabitants of Christchurch step cheerfully and immediately 
forward to support this institution by their subscriptions, 
it is quite impossible that it can maintain a position to carry 
out those objects of ~ublic benefit and utility for which it 
was established. " (19) 

o ever in spite of this adverse statement, other sections of the 

a marked improvement as the number of books in the 

ossession of the Institute had increased to two hundred and forty-

ix while the number of volumes circulated had increased to over 

ight hundred, and there was also a larger average attendance at 

he Reading Room. Furthermore, a satisfactory assurance h been 

eceived from the Government that a grant of money in lieu of a 

ite had been placed on the estimates and only awaited the approval 

the Provincial Council. 

Unfortunately, at this interesting stage, when the Institute 

s struggling for existence, there is no record of the minutes 

the third annual meeting held on June 25, 1862. However, the 

llowing minutes of the fourth annual meeting reveal that, at the 

62 meeting, the committee had announced the purchase of a site 

nsisting of half an acre of land (sections No. 405 and 406) on 

side of the River Avon, fronting on Hereford Street and 

ibid July 3 , 1861. 
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Cwnbridge Terrace, for the sum of £262-10-0, and had recommended 

that funds for a building should be raised by shares and 

subscriptions. The present public library stands upon this 

excellent site, Jhich is ideal for library purposes and very close 

to the centre of the city. Funds were further augmented by a 

grant of £250 from the Goverrunent as compensation for the site 

~riginally reserved for the Institute by the founders of the 

~ity.< 2o) The Committee recommended that func"!S for a building 

raised by shares (at £5) and subscriptions. Plans 

the building had been drawn by Mr. Farr of Lichfield Street 

the tender of Balcke and Broward to build at £1,169 had been 

ccepted. Thus at last, after four precarious years, it appeared 

future would take on a much brighter aspect. Added to 

his encouraging statement was a remarkable increase in the 

umber of members to two hundred and thirty-four in the period 

and to two hundred and eighty in the following twelve 

Although the circulating figures did not shoJ such a 

increase they at least rose from 2654 to 4000 while 763 

were added to the library shelves. 

Naturally such a large undertaking as the building to be 

onstructed ~as bound to have 1 ts f'inancial repercussions on so 

11 a society and when a special general meeting was called on 

ptember 4, 1863 it was announced that the Institute had a debit 

£733. The meeting decided to canvass for additional 

subscriptions and also to approach the Provincial 

• ibid Aug. 5, 1863. 



-BU\LD\NG PRo~RESS \875-\90\ -

/\N El-\RL'( PR\NT Sr\OW\\'l~ THE Mt::.O-H\~lC.5
1 

\N~T\T\Jt"\~.(.'!nchcA \BE>~) ON T\4£ l£.\~ A\'40 \1-\E. 

LEND\NC.. L\C3~f\RY ( ~<e.c..\.e.d \%75) ON T\-\E 
R,c.,-\\_ 

L\B~R.\r-\W1.$ R~~\OE..\'-'C. E 

£~E:C\"\::.0 \89"\-

-· 

Pue:iL..\C RE..AO\N~ Roo\Yl AN o 
ENTRl~NC.E_ ERECT~D \90\ Ct4 

\\-\E 5,,~ o~ THE: MEC\-\~~tC's 

\ \'l$T\T~TE.. 



12. 

verrunent for further financial assistance. Although in debt 

he members must surely have been gr ti ied by the report or this 

pecial meeting in the "Times" wlich state that, 

"The room in \lhich the meeting as held is 40 feet long, 18 
feet broad and about 23 feet high. The arrange ents for 
ventilation are excellent; and hen finished and fitted up, 
the Christchurch echanics' Institute will possess the finest 
public reading room, without exception in Ne Zealand." (21) 

October 1, 1863 this building as taken over from the 

ntractors - together with a total debt of £1485 (including the 

st of the site.) 

Within ten months the canvass had resulted in a large increase 

subscriptions and donations, had increased shares from 180 to 

oo, and had augmented the membership to 435. <22 > Fur•t crmore, 

d possibly most important of all, the Provincial Council, 

idently appreciating the educational value of the institution, 

d on September 24, 1863 made a grant of £250 to~ards the 

ilding fund. <23) The library no~ consisted of 1,500 volumes and 

a catalogue was in preparation. Although by this time the 

eatest emphasis appeared to be on the library and reading room, 

e Institute was still ful.rilling its other obligations with a 

rked degree of success. During t he year well utten.ded lectures 

re delivered on such subjects as arts of design, acclimatization, 

airvoyance, and animal physiology. In spite of the marked 

rovement in all branches of its work the Institute was now 

avily in debt and in an enlightening speech the chairimn issued 

• ibid September 9, 1863 • 
• linute Book of chanics' I1stitute at Canterbury Public 

Library. June 30, 1864. 
• vide supra. ·D S, 17. 
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e follo1ing challenge. 

"Your committee feel persuaded that no institution so readily 
supplies the requirements or those persons rho are desirous 
to turn their leisure hours to the beGt adv ntage, and ho 
wish to keep themoelves informed of ·1hat is passing in the 
·1orld. To those of the members who, conscious themselves of 
the benefits to be derived from such an institution, your 
committee would ask their co-operation, each ryithin the circle 
of his acquaintance, to endeavour to obtain additional 
subscriptions - persons who will not only contribute the 
reasonable amount of subscription - but ~ho ~ill use the 
Reading Room and Library and thus carry out the object of the 
promoters." (sic) (24) 

During the follo1ing July a deputation waitod on the 

ovincial Government requesting a further grant but this was 

In his annual report of June 28, 1865 the chairman, 

on this refusal said, 

"It is to be regretted that this institution cannot oe made 
entirely self supporting which, at present, is unfortunately 
the i'act, and it is to be hoped the Government 1rill yet see 
the necessity of' assisting in supporting it by means of an 
aIUlual grant of money, as similar institutions are helped in 
other colonies, at all events until the public is too :firmly 
convinced o:f its importance to allo1r it to languish for want 
of funds." (25) 

o:f the financial position it was found necessary to 

sho.reholders if they would forego the interest due to 

em in August, to which they agreed. In addition to this 

enty-one of the shareholders presented their shares to the 

titute leaving 178 on issue. Whether or not the completion 

the printing of the catalogue made the library more popular 

indeed questionable but the number of' volumes circulated durtng 

current year rose to 5,376. A year later the number of shares 

issue had dropped to 165 but the nurnbe1~ of volumes circulated 

• !inutes of ~echanics' Institute June 30, 1864 • 
• ibid June 28, 1865. There does not appear to be any rererence 

to the deputation in the proceedin of the Provincial Council 
and no reason for the refusal is given in the Institute 
minutes. 
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1-d also dropped by over 200. 

Although on the surface the foregoing suggests that t he 

titute was gradually rorking its way into a sound position, 

derneath the position 1as not nearly as sound as it appeared. 

the occasion of the eighth annual meeting a special m morandum 

s addressed to the shareholders.< 26 ) It stated that, in 

compliance with the resolutions passed at a meeting 0£ shareholders 

held on March 25, the committee had made arrangements for 

transrerring the property or the Institute to the Government, 

ject to a vote of the Provincial Council for un amount for the 

Government to carry out its part of the undertaking. However, 

the vote was disallo1ed by the Council and therefore the ~hole 

proposition fell to the ground. Because of this the CoIMlittee 

in such sore financial straits that there \7as no possibility 0£ 

paying the annual interest on shares. The annual report stated 

was a decline in the nuniber of subscriptions, probably 

of the commercial depression and the negotiations just 

In 1870 the colony lay in or near the trough of a 

The gold production had been declining oince 1867 

it, prices, while the war now drawing to a close had 

c st the community many valuable lives and burdened it with a 

vy debt. <21> Although the aori Wars were confined to the 

Island the effects and the heavy debt were spread over the 

country. 

ibid Ai1gust 14, 1867. 
Shrimpton and l ulgo.n. "History of New Zealand;" 7hi tconibe 
& Tombs Ltd. Christchurch, 1921. pp 274-5. 
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At a quarterly eeting held on January 8, 1868 n important 

as made in the no enclature of the Institute. ecause 

a very s.all percenta e of th. embers ere cchanics it as 

the title Liter y Institute" and various 

ations were made to he las to suit thi change.< 28 ) 

1th a vi. to maintaining interest and ·incr sing the funds 

e Institute, debating and chess clubs ere or nised in 

.< 29) Ho ever the annual eeting in 1870 (3o) did not show 

reasons for enthusiasm over the runount of interest sho\7Il by 

istchurch, as the_ membership had dropped to 140. 

e Institute had no extraneous revenue and as entirely self-

orting, it is clear that its success and progress de ended 

e members themselves, and, if there vas not a large increase 

mbership in the near future, the very exiotence of the 

ould be jeopardised. ith a view to extending the 

lness of the Institute> the Reading Room was opened free of 

ge to persons residing in the country and visitors to the 

, so long as they .signed the visitors' book. 

In an attempt to interest more people a number of irr~rovements 

carried out during t he following year. Chairs . replaced forms 

he Reading Room while the tables 1ere covered uith green baize . 

entrance un.s much improved by t he introduction of glass doors 

a new writing table was installe • Ifo·.mver the most important 

L.T. January 8, 1868. 
'inutcs of echanics Institute. July 1, 1869. 
ibid July 7, 1870. 
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n hilc the n d for a well inane library ~aa c~ng 

d in oth r q r rs and f'or hort apo.c !/O 111 1 av 

c.a. o th na · tute in 01• er to o 1hat oth r lana 
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r port on Octob r 27, 1870. (32 ) In oneral, th co iitt e 

on ua wn, Libr y, tc . , Octob r 27, 
Cant r ry rev cial Council) 



use um. This connection of th t o is lia le to be confusing 

bo no and lat r, ( s inde d it ·as to those cone rned 1th 

11 ary af'i'ai sin the early t1 ntiet c n y) but, if it is clearly 

ratood that the only connection intended as managerial (i.e. 

fo the purposes of' administration) and not functional, {i.e. for 

t purposes of operation) there should be no :furt r difi'iculty 

noountered in this respect. Thus, the committe a oured the 

es blishment of the two in the same building and under one 

at ndant in order to reduce the expense of administration and 

tenance. ·1th these suggestions as a basio the connnittee 

reeonnnended endo nts to be made, "for the purpose of endo.ing 

useum and founding and maintaining a Public Library in connect­

ion ri th the same," and dre ·1 up a bill hi ch became ,he Canterbury 

eum and Library Ordinance in 1870. (33) 

From the passing of this Ordinance on February 18, 1871 until 

the opening o~ the thirty-ninth session of the Provincial Council 

on May 2, 1873 there appeared to be a lull while the IJi terary 

Inatitute struggled on fighting its gallant but losing battle 

against lack of' finance. In his opening address to the Provincial 

Council his Honour the Superintendent said, 

91The establishment of a Free Public Library vrill be brought 
under your attention. Priv te .efforts have already been 
1 lted to raise a portion of the necessary i'unds. The 
benefits of such an institution are for all time confined to 
no one class, to no particular locality and to no one period 
in the history of a corrnnunity. As supplementing the Educational 
Institutions hlch you have so liberally endowed, I trust the 
proposal will have your favourable consideration." (34) 

Appendix A. p. 1 3 • 
• Journal of Canterbury Provincial Council . Session XXX1X, May 

2, 1873. 



It ould appe th t t he Sup.rintendent's plea produced t 

de r csult o hen tl • Appropriation Or inance 1 for e 
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li: 

ion ' s pas~ d it 1 clud d ant o £5000 for a public 

ry.(35) This ~as £ollo ed by a rant of £5000 in ad of 

aries in country di tricts.(36) The reason for this second 

t a disclosed by • • • Toss ill (a member of ~he rovincial 

c cil) u1cn speaking at a public eeting at T mpleton int e 

~o owing month. Jie said that the country members f lt that they 

6 

e 

uld ot be overlooked and accor 1ngly passed a re olution to the 

ect that the country libraries should receive £5000 also. (37) 

Before ·e return to the ai'f'ai1•..,, o th .. Ll tera!"y Institute here 

is one o c develov1 ent to truce - a t velo:pment ih ·ell •as d tined 

to e u •c::!. ........ a grc t.;,1• 1 li'l ence over t he llisto1•y of he :.1-ib ai"Y 

a tern than any oth r si gle agency. By an or i ance of lle 

Provincial Cowicil on June ·16, 1873 the Cante1"bury ColJ ege 1as 

eatablisled.(3B) This important d-velopment was closely follo7ed 

by t .. e Ca. terbu1~y ~useum and Library Ordinance A.men ent Ordinance 

hich, in npite of its long and impressive title,had only one 

provision vhich need concern us. It empowered the trustees created 

7 the Ordinance of 1870(39) to t1 .. anefer pl'operty vested in them to 

the Canterbui~y College but did not otherwise chang~ the lav. 

Thus wi·th the stage set :Cor the closing scenes of its struggle 

35. Ordinance~ of the Pr_o_yince of Canterbury. Session XXX1X, No. 16, 
Schedule B, Cla~c 111, June 18, 1873· 

36. Journal of Canterbury P.:ovinu1al Council. ession XXX1X. June 
14, 1873. Also ibid n.35 . 

• L.T. July 10, 1873. so v ide · n ra Cl .I.i,fl. 84 • 
• Ordinances of he Province of' Canterbury. Session XXX1X, No. 4. 

"The Canterbury College Ordinance" 
9. vide supra p.17. 
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Literary Institute held its fourteenth and final annual 

1ng on July 3, 1873. In hio annual report the chairman 

e ed the struggle for existence over the last fourteen years 

a ated tl t ut o e er~o the situation had been so desperate 

had conte lated dispensing 1ith the services 

an attendant an ope ing the library only f'or un houi~ in the 

ings, leaving the r~ading room entirely to the good offices 

the subscribers throughout the day. At this stage Mr. Reader, 

only paid of'f'..1.cer o:t' ·Ghe Institute, had eased the situation 

offering to forego twenty-five ~er cent. of his 
I 

9Gml.P-L~y and to vacate his rooms in the building in order that they 

let. By the expenditure of much effort it had been 

to raise the nur;iber of subscriptions from 133 in 1869 to 

yet, in spite of this increase, the subscriptions Tere 

sufficient to meet the expenses of the Institute if 

~as to be conducted on a scale commensurate 11 t - the requirements 

Proceeding to the future of.' the Institute he 

d, 

"It is therefore iith great cordiality that your committee have 
elcomed an overture i"rom the prorr..oters of the :public library 

for the absorption of the Institute in carrying o tleir free 
lU)r"ry dcheme. Your co ni ttcc had a me t;ing wi J... t-.vo of the 
promoters of that scheme and the following resolution embodying 
their views on the ma·t;ter wo.s passed on that occasion. • •• 
'That the Committee or. the Literary Institute learn with great 
satisfaction that it is likely that a public library ·dll be 
established under tho auspices of t he Provincial Government, 
which will carry out the objects and intentions of the Literary 
Institute with more efficiency and to a greater extent than has 
been attained by the Literary Institute itself, and resolve to 
recommend the transfer of the p1operty or the Institute to the 
proposed public library trustees, on condition that all the 
claims on, and. obligations of, the Institute be satisfied; the 
committee of' the Institute would co.rneotly reco end "'·o the 
trustees that a portion of the library should be open for 
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circulation on moderate terms • • • 
'tt (40) 

once the members of tle Institute had heard and approved of 

of tie Committee there as no c use for r· ther 

Thus at a eeting of the Board or Gov rncrsof Canterbury 

llege on July 17 the chairman as able to report that he had 

1 tten to Dr·. Tu •nbull, PI esident o the Literary Institute, 

king under what conditions t.he Inst~i tute as prepared to transf'er 

1 a property to the Board ror the pur~oses of the proposed library 

( 1) In his reply, Dr. Turnbull stated, hat on condition that the 

ard promised to consider carefully he possibility of making a 

rtion of t.e reposed library a circ lating library and loyally 

deavoured to carry out its object, he could see no dirficulty 

t1 .. ans:f'erring the property of the Ins ti ,ute to the College. With 

the receipt of this ~avourable reply it was decided to set tp a 

omm.ittee to investigate and consider all matters rcl ..... ting to the 

tab1.ishment of n public library. (l, 2 ) At the meeting of the 

ard on July 24 it was disclosed that the Provincial Government's 

5000 grunt for a library hcd been placed at the Board's disposal 

d a leti.01, uas recei Y0d asking the 11b1"ary committee to m ,et 

the co1:r..ui ttee of the Literary Inst:t. tute vi th regu1~d ~o the 

tr nsfer.(43) hen the results of this meeting :ere reported to 

t e Boa1."'d on Augu.ot 5 (44) tt waa i ·closed that th .... re -as a 

1f.ficulty not foreseen by Dr. Turnbull as the trustees 

40. iinutes of Literary IP..sti tnte. July 3, 1873. 
41. inutu1 of Board of Governors o'f: Canterbury Coll{-Jge, Book 1, p.13. 
42. The cha.ii .. an (Mr. '".w. i ___ ie1r..s)~ R v. Habens, .ev. Blllle:•, 

Messrs Inglis and },ontgomery. 
l"inutes <Jf B ai:- of Governor.:; ot' Canterbur~r College, Book 1 , 
PP 18-19. 
ibid p. 23. 
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0~ the Literary Institute could not give a title. (45) Ho ever, 

a bill approved by the Literary Institute had been :for~mrded to 

Superintendent to counteract this di:f:ficulty and on Sep tember 

22 an act known as ttThe Canterbury Public Library Act, 1873" was 

paased by the General Assembly of New Zealand empouering, 

"any two o:f the Trustees o:f the said Institute ••• to convey 
and assign ••• the real and personal property so vested in 
the said Trustees ••• to the Superintendent o:f the Province 
o:f Canterbury :for the purposes o:f a Public Library." (46) 

1 .M soon as this bill became law, a deed o:f trans:fer was dra:fted 

b7 the provincial solicitor, and Ei:fter amendments had been made 

b7 the Literary Institute, the library committee recommended, at 

e Board meeting of November 7,(47) that the property o:f the 

Institute be taken over on the terms of the deed as altered. 

When all these :formalities had been satisfactorily concluded 

it only remained to transfer the propertyto the College and the 

d Institute would be at an end. This deed of transfer (4B) was 

ted December 15, 1873 and by its terms the complete property o:f 

the Literary Institute was vested in the Superintendent o:f Canterbury 

the fulfilment o:f certain conditions, the most important of which 

re the maintenance of a reading room and o:f a circulating library. 

ncurrently with this transfer, the Superintendent gave control o:f 

the library to the Board of Governom of Canterbury College. However 

i.e. they had no power to transfer the property to another body. 
Appendix B. p . 139 • 

• Minutes of Board of Governors of Canterbury College, Book 1, p.39. 
• Appendix c. 
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this stage it 1ill be observed that the College only controlled 

library. It was not until a:fter the abolition of the provinces 

in 1876 that 'the College gained possession. The Gove nor of Ne ¥ 

as the Queen's representative, all public property 

vested by the Abolition Act of 1876 conveyed by deed, bearing 

the date stamp of July 25, 1878, the Public Library to Canterbury 

College. 

In the interim there were t o important developments. At a 

t of £2579, the Provincial Government, in 1875,erectcd the present 

circulating library facing on Cambridge Terrace as a new wing to the 

eXisting building,<49) while, in the following year the Provincial 

cil Library, consisting of 1212 volumes, was transferred to the 

as a result of he abolition of the Provinces. ie 

~e ~itnessed in this chapter an heroic struggle of fourteen years' 

dlU'ation during which the ~echanics' Institute and later the Literary 

titute fought against insurmountable financial difficulties in an 

a~ empt to provide Christchurch 11th a library in keeping Yith its 

position in the country. The wonder is, not that they failed, but 

11th such inadequate means at their disposal, they achieved so 

Uovever, the odds were too great and it was probably inevitable 

should become public property. But it is 

foreseen that possession o~ the institution 

to Canterbury College. It will now be necessary to 

of success or failure attended the efforts of this 

to improve and enlarge upon the work of its predecessors • 

• L.T. January 31, 1882. 
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CHAPTER II 

THE PUBLIC LIBRARY U ER CANTERBURY COLLEGE, 
1878-1913 

The period fro~ 1878 to 1913 largely resolves itself into a 

ries of conflicts between the City Council and the College 

uncil ~1th regard to the control of the Public LibraryA - and, 

in the early period of the Library's history, finance was once 

ain the cause of grave concern. A survey of New Zealand Libraries 

lished in 1934 states that, "The Auckland Public Libraries ••• 

mprise the oldest, largest and most fully-developed library system 

New Zealand.( 1 ) This Library also developed out of a echanics' 

titute which had been forced out of existence by financial 

<2 > so that a brief comparison of the ensuing develop­

Libraries of the Queen City and the Garden City should 

out of place at this stage. The Auckland Town Clerk's 

1879 states that the City Council, having been unable to 

requests from the Mechanics' Institute for pecuniary 

sistance, was prepared to accept an offer from the Institute to 

ansfer its site, building, and library to the Council subject to 

ratepayers endorsing tl:Eir. action, by means of a poll, to bring 

to operation the "Public Libraries Act" of 1869. (3) This Act, 

Ralph ~unn and John Barr. "New Zealand Libraries! Christchurch, 
Libraries Association of New Zealand, 1934. p.19. 
John Barr. "Three Score Years and Ten.'' Auckland, Auckland City 
Council, 1950. p.3. 
ibid p.3-4. 
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ich empowered the governing body of' any city or 01 to levy a 

ibrary rate, not exceeding a penny in the pound, f'or the establish­

nt of' free -public libraries, could be brought into foi•ce in any 

area by a public poll held at the uiscretion of the Council or by 

a request in nriting f'rom ten ratepayers. (4) At the ensuing poll 

n Auckland the citizens endorsed the Council's action by a vote o:t' 

728 to 91 • { 5 ) Auckland ms the first place in New Zealand to take 

advantage o:t' "The Public Libraries Act" and the evolution o:t' the 

blic Library from the Mechanics' Institute, as seen in Auckland, 

s a pattern which became corrnnonplace throughout New Zealand.( 6) In 

contrast to this pattern Christchurch stands forth as a unique 

xample, as, for seventy years, the Purlic Library received no 

ppreciable ~inancial support t'rom public funds but remained the 

roperty of' Canterbury College which, because o:t' a shortage o:t' 

inances, was unable to maintain the library at a standard adequate 

o the needs of' a growing city. It is this problem which makes 

the Christchurch library system so different from that of other New 

Zealand towns and on which we must now focus our attention. 

In order to get to the roots of' the problem it is necessary to 

etrace our steps to the year 1872 when, on January 15, a motion 

as passed in the Provincial Council 

"That his Honour the Superintendent be respectfully requested to 
reserve a tract or tracts of' country not exceeding in the 
aggregate 100,000 acres of' purely pastoral hilly land in the 
Province of' Canterbury, as an endowment f'or the School of Technical 

• Statutes of' New Zealand, 1869. No. 67, p.235. 
• John Barr. op. cit. p.4. 
• ibid p. 4-5. 



Science and other educational purposes contemplated by the 
'Canterbury useum and Library Ordinance, 1870. • (7) 

s reserve as made and duly gazetted on July 8, 1872. (B) By the 

eserves Sales and Leasing Act" 1876,(9) the land reserved :ror 

these institutions was made purchas ble, in the same way as the 

aete lands of' the Cro :m, at £2 per acre, but unf'ortunately the land 

was not o:r such a quality that people would purchase at that price, 

and the revenue derivec'l from the endowment was not su:f'f'icient to 

intain the thl .. ee institutions in a state o:r thorough efficiency. <10> 

The Board of Governors o:f Canterbury College, realizing that the 

income from the endomients set aside by the Provincial Government 

ror the Museum, School of Technical ncience, and Library was in-

ficient, came to the sensible conclusion that it rould be in the 

terests of the reading public to hand the Public Library over to 

e City Council, a representative body 11ith power to rate, and thus 

tain means to maintain the Institution on a proper footing.< 11 ) 

us, at a meeting of' the Christchurch City Council on November 26, 

883, (i 2
) 11is Worship the Mayor said that he had received a letter 

om the Board of Governors asking him to appoint a deputation to 

et the Public Library Committee to consider transferring the 

ntrol of the Public Library to the City Council, and announced 

t he had asked the 'forks and Finance Committee to act in this 

pacity. All other things being equal, it would appear that this 

7 Journal of the Canterbury Provincial Council. Seosion XXXV1, 
1872. p.36. 
;~~t16g~9:tte of Province or Canterbury. Vol. X1X , No. xxxv, 
Statutes of Hew Zealand, 1876. No. 10, p.33 • 

• Heinrich Ferdinand von Heast, "The Life and Times of Sir Julius 
von Haast~ 1ellington, H. •. von I ast, 1948. p. 889. 

• ibid p. 890 • 
• C.C.C. Vol. 12. P. 505-6. 
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as the opportunity to introduce the Public Libraries Act of 

869,( 13) but nothing as one in this dir ction and as a result 

he whole future of the Library was jeopardised. The stumbling 

lock as then, as again in the futm• , the question of the 

endowment. 

In his letter to the City Council in November 1883 Mr. l. 

ontgomery, Chairman of the Board or Governors, eclnrcd that there 

were no reserves of land or other endowments for the Library in 

question. <14) Mr. ontgomery elaborated this statement in a 

memorandum o1' arch 12, 1884 in which he argued that, when the 

Library became the property of the noard in 1878, the efercnce 

Library had already been formed, and it W'us hoped, as it Yrould not 

be .eccesary to buy many new booka annually, that the expenditure 

ould be kept .vi thin the li1 1 t or the I leans at t.he disposal of the 

Boa.rel \'hich hn.d never r ,cognised ~he Ci.1. cula ting J ... ibrary as having 

any claims on the endowment. <15) 'l'he intended interpretation o:f 

the 1870 Ordinance h~s already be~i expleined <16 ) biit it is now 

apparent that thi~ interpretation was not accepta~le to the Board 

of G·overnors h.i.cl ... chose to ignore th0 eXplana tory memorandum 

prepared by the Committee responsfble f'or formulating the Ordinance. 

This recommendation suggested that "a ·beginning could be made by the 

loan or deposit, unde1~ p":?o1~~r res trJ. ct ions, of' somn libraries 0 then 

existing in th.., Province 0 Go as to make it a library of reference 

Vidc supra p.?.4. 
L.T. April 1, 1884. 
ibid March 13, 1884. 
Vide supra Ch. ~. pp. 16-17. 



the first place, supplemented by a grant of money. ' <11) 

Thus the Board held that the Public Li 1r ry conte plated by the 

Ordinance of 1870 and subsequently cndo1ed in 1873 w s erely a 

Reference Library - an adjunct to t he u~eum. Ho ever, the oard 

bad considered that this might, iith advantage to the public, be 

placed in the building which the Trustees of the I.lt.erary Institute 

had tran..c;rerred to the Superi . tend nt, and that a portion of the 

proceeds or the endo , ent · hich the Board, by law, ~as obliged to 

use for the maintenance of a Public Library, might fairly be applied 

to the purchase of books and the maintenance of the Reference 

Libt'ary in that building. But Mr. Montgomery !'elt sure that the 

Board had been aware that, should a doubt arise at any future time 

as to the legality or so appropriating the funds, then that doubt 

might be removed by transferring to the Museum t he books purchased 

out of the proceeds of the endowment. This t hen was the stand 

taKen by the Board in the ensuing negotiatio.ns. 

Because of' the importance of' the mutter, the City Council 

appointed a special committee to investigate the terms on wl1ich the 

Board would be prepared to transfer, with instructions th.at, i:f a 

greater burden would not be put on tho City, it would be to t.he 

benefit of' the citizens f'or .he Ccunc .1 to assume (:(.>ntrol of tho 

Library. Unfortunately no truce cnn be found of the exact terms 

J>roposed by the Library Corrnni ttee or the Board, but in its r·eport 

on January 7, 1884 <18 ) the special committee advised the Council 

Report of Committee on isem .• , Library, Etc. t October 27, 1870 
(in Journal of Canterbury Provincial Council; 
C.C.C. Vol. 12 p. 529. 
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t to tak ov r th Libr ry, and d cont' ,nc 1th th 

r or ov rnor cone rn1 n no !'o th Publ1 L brs.ry. 

t ould, th r for , be o bl to th t the Bo d' ,er 

re in k ping 1th th tand t k n y th Cha r n t o months 

ter. <19 > Thi Uinptio i y h o r r ply to 

Council' req or a conf' r n o. A p ci 1 t1 o:f th 

din bru rr 1884 <20 > ~ c 11 to discus llbrary t . r 

nd it was a r cl th t tle follo\ing cply be s nt to th City 

Col oil, 

"Tha1.1 as the Libr ry Co. it o have no doubt of th t to o t 
la 1 on the subj ct :vhethcr o:f th endo ml nts o chool 
of chnic 1 ci nee are pplioable to th Public L br ry, they 
think no good purpo o oan bo rv d by the appoint ,nt of the 
Co ·ttee a u ge .... ted by the City Counc l." 

urthormore, the o d adopted tho propos 1 o:f 1;h Lil>l"'~Y Commi 1.t e 

th t the ubacription to the Circulati1 Library be in.er a ed to £1 

r um; that the Ci culating and :f rencc Li ruric hould be 

p n fro 10 a.m. to 12 noon, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m., end 7 p •• to 9 p.m. 

ily; the cading Room 'rom 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. and tllc ilhol J,ibr ry 

lon d on ~unday • 

Herc t e matter may w 11 hav rested if' it had no been f'or t:.heoe 

e and ir o restrictions ffhich · lamed public opin on. On 

ru ry 16 the "Lytt lton imcs" printed n 1 tte t'rom ' iblion" 

rotesting ag inst th cu.rtailm nt of' the Libra1~y hou 1i tho t . 
ublished reasons. ut, once the atter ms brou ht to public 

otice, 1 rta not the r stricted hourn that aroused inter ,"'t and 

rather tlle a1.1titudc or th Colle e authori ics to 

supra. p. 26. 
bruary 1 5, 1 884. 



he 1hole question. "Biblion's" letter as follo,.ed t o d ys later 

y one .from H. V ynn lillia.ms, a prominent ci tiz n, who emphasised 

c necessity or having all such impor· ant bodieo as the Gove:'nors 

f the College chosen by th. public whose int rests tney represented. 

e believed that, until this was done, there could be no hope of.' 

ving their iork publicly and properly done, and he considered 

hut there was no doubt that the Public Li1H•ary .a being robbed 

of its share of ~he reserves, and that it /r.; S time the pl:-blic were 

wakened to the fact. <21 ) 

There can be no doubt, as later .vidence wil l shov, that the 

om:-d's attitude was mistaken, but to suggest its members were 

negligent in their duty to th~ College and to the public was a 

reposterous chai•ge and savours of modern sensationnlism. Even 

l though the Boui•d was in tne wrong, i t; must be ad.mi t ted t!1a t it 

as f'aced ii th a very real and serious pl"oblem. '.i'he Nat.ional 

,ndowment Act 1907 se aside an area of' 7 ,000,000 acres (later 

aisc~ to ~,000,000 acres) of land as an endowment in per.petuity to 

e disposed of only o .1. leasehold tei•rns. aeventy per cent 01 tne 

et revenue v as to help def:r·ay euucation cos ts, \7hilc the r·emainder 

as to be devoted to ol age pensions. In 1926 the expenditure on 

education was £3,9-10,241 and on old age pensions £982,356 but the 

ross rental or t o 1utiunal cndowrnent was only £1..:)8,040. <22 > If 

the New Zealand Government had had to roly solely on this source 

o rinance pensions and education, it would have been faced with 

same problem hich :raced tho Mourd ·vho were trying to suppor'"t 

L. '..:.' . l:t,ebi•uary 18, 1884. 
J .B. Conalif'f'e, "New Zealand in the .aklng", London, George 
Allen and Unwin Ltd., f930. p. 235. 
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~hree institutions on an endowment of' 105,207 acres yielding only 

1450 per year. <23 ) Even ~ithout the Library, the cndonnent ras 

arely suff'icient to meet the needs o:f the useum and the School 

of Technical Science. It is thus small 1onder that the Board was 

reluctant to part with any portion of' the endowment to provide the 

citizens ith f'iction, when the 1870 Ordinance refers to the 

establishment of a "Public Library f'or the promotion of literature." 

However, the Council reiterated the sentiments of ~r. ~ynn 

illiruns (24) although in a more restrained manner. The ?ayor 

considered that the Board had treated the Council slightingly and 

his suggestion, that a public meeting should be called, was ndorsed 

by the Council. In accordance with this decision, a preliminary 

meeting of' representative citizens was held on February 26 ( 25) 

to consider what action should be taken rlth regard to the recent 

resolutions of' the Board of Governors, and a sub-committee was set 

up to master the facts of the case preparatory to laying the whole 

matter before a public meeting. 

In an attempt to clarify the situation because of the app rent 

misunderstanding, the Editor of the "Times" devoted two successiv 

"leaders" to the library question. <26 ) In the first of these, h' 

advanced the hypothesis that there were three possible librarief' 

hich could have been intended by the 1870 Ordinance. The Cou 

adopted the attitude that the Ordinance referred to the existiJ 

N. Z. Appendix to Journals 1883 E - 7, p.3. 
L.T. February 19, 1884. 
ibid February 27, 1884. 
ibid February 28 and 29, 1884. 
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lie L br , but o L cont n th th f'cr nc to 

Library of tho c o ogy - pur ly a r 

ad unct to th bo h 0 ·h 30 

be ..:.ncorr ct, it may hav t at th b Yr 

ref renc depart ent of 'h xi t ng ublic ::i.br 

thy dis rt tion n ubjcct th t 1.tor iecount 

ltcrnativco and xprc s d h opinion th t it ~ 

lie Library 1hich a r .ant by t 1870 Ordinance . 

r nee libr ry , 

point 0 io 

f rr 0 ~ 

ry. ·tor 

d th last 

tho xist1ng 

I his 

ollo ng 'lesder', hos eat.d th t b cript ona houl be uch 

t the C rculnting Libr ry houl bu 

Public Libr ry, stipulate in th 

lf' 

deed o 

pport 
' 

.ran f .r 

nd hut .h 

n 1873, <28 > 

s obviouoly th pres nt Rcferenc I,ibr ry, lhich 0 c vainly 

titl d to a share of the enlowm nts v n 1:f' th Circulating Libr y 

not. In conclusion, h· emph si d thr salient ~ ct , that 

o rd liad ackno le gcd t in bili ty th L )r r·y an 

offered to hand 1t over to th City; that, becau of t11 · s, 1 t 

uld be concluded, that ao long as the Library ind .n the ha ds 

the Board 1t woul~ r.ceive nothing rom t10 public by way of deed, 

bequest , or n any other manno1i; that th Library vas entitl d to 

College endo onts. 

r/. It 1 11.1.posaiblo to \;ccpt tl Vt li i ty of thi aeG pti n, 
tho 'Lyttolton Time 'of arch 13, 1884, reporting on a me,ting 
th o rd, stat th t in r ply to a question as to ;.rh ther or not 
had ceived any 1 gal opinion as to the appropriation of funcls to 

ubli Library1 tho Ch irman stated, that r . Cowlia aw (a for r 
ovincial solicitor) had inf'or c him that the oar migh conaider 

RJ er nee Library as the Public Library which it waa bound to 
tabli h . Hm: v r, this erroneou as umption on th p rt of' th 
itor docs not other ·1..., d stroy his hypothesis but merely roduc u 

o&;> ible libraries f'rom thre to two • 
• Ap ondix C. p . 140. 



32. 

1th all due respect o the ditor of th "Ti s", t e e 

state ents serve to confuse rather than to clarify. His conclusion 

cleclared the Public Library to be entitled to a uh e of the n o -

nt, yet, in his previous para ra.ph, he h d opined th t the 

Circulating Library should be sup orted by ts sub cript ons nd 

t the Reference Library as entitled to a share of the endo nt, 

e n if the Circulatin ms not. These state nts are 

obviously contradictory. oreover, in his first leader, he h d 

discounted he possibility of the Reference Libr ry being that 

library referred to in the 1870 Ordinance, yet, in his s ond, he 

readmits the possibility. If the Editor of the "Ti es" au so 

confused on the subject, it is understandable that the eople of 

Christchurch were in an even worse plight. 

The gentleman most directly concerned in the history of the 

Li brary from 1870 to 1876 was the Hon. •. Rolleston, ho during 

that period, was Superintendent of Canterbury. iihen on a visit to 

Christchurch, he was approached by the 1ayor as to the right of the 

Publ ic Library to a share of the disputed cndo ent . He did not, 

at the time, consider it advisable to express an opinion, until 

he had had an opportunity or checking his recollections by a perusal 

or the documents . The resultant memorandum received by the Mayor 

was placed on the tublc for discussion at a special meeting or the 

Council on arch 25, 1884. (29) Ao seen by the Hon. 1. Rollcston, 

the question appeared to be thrcef old. Yas the Public Library 

contemplated by the Ordinance or 1870 merely an adjunct or the 

a,. L. T. arch 26, 1884. 
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useum - a Ref'erence .Library?; or ms it a Public Library of' a 

comprehensive character, general as well as scientific, supplemented 

by private effort as far as necessary?; and was the Library in 

Heref'ord Street that Library? He opined that the t~o latter 

questions must be answered in the af'fir ative, and, i reply to r. 

Montgomery's memorandum. of' March 12,(30) he stated that the report 

of the Committee of' the Provincial Council in 1870 seemed to show 

that the idea of' t he Library being simply of' a scicntif'ic or refer-

ence nature 1as only by way of a beginning. The memorandum 

continued ••• 

"I know of' no authority, so far as the appropriation of: t-he 
endowments is concerned f'or separatin~ the Library into a 
•Ref'erence Library', so called and a Circulating Library', and 
a 'Reading Room' . All three seem to me to come within the scope 
of' a'Public Library' and the extent to which each branch may 
be entitled to a share of' the funds available, is one f'or deter­
mination by the Doard ••• I do not think it can be reasonably 
contended that the Literary Institute would have given up its 
trust except on the undertaking that all its !'unctions \/ould be 
curried on as previously. The Reading Room and, unless I am 
mistaken, the Circulating Library were the principal features o:r 
the Institute . The Provincial Council Library was certainly 
handed over to the Public Library without any idea of' a possibilitJ 
of separating it into popular and scientific departments, and 
removing the latter. It appears to me, f'rorn a perusal of' the 
reports of' the College Governors, that no question has till lately 
been raised by them as to thci1 responsibilities in respect to 
the Library . It is only recently that financial dif'f'icultics 
seem to have arisen in providing adequately for all three 
institutions - the Museum, the School of Technical Science and the 
Public Library. The conclusion to which I have come is that so 
f'ar as endowment is concerned the t.n>ee institutions have undoubt­
edly a proportionate claim upon the funds arising from the reserve .. 
as to what that proportion should be I am not prepared to express 
an opinion. " 

This opinion is both moderate and vell reasoned, and, coming ~rom a 

so intimately connucted with the situation, should cormnand a 

vide supra p . 26. 
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reat deal of respect. Reference to early College reports shows 

tin 1881 (31 ) the Chairman stated that the number of subscribers 

to the circulating department had fallen off considerably, probably 

due partly to the increase of the subscription from ten shillings 

to fifteen shillings per annum, and partly to the nece ity for 

conomy felt by all classes during the past year. But 

that are available bear out the ex-Superintendent's assertion, and 

it is not until the report for 1883 that any mention is made of' 

financial difficulties with regard to the Library. In his report 

of' tho.t year,(32
) Mr. Montgomery ini'ormed the Board that, because 

of the heavy expense incurred in making alterations to the care­

taker's house, and also because of the withdrawal of the General 

Government subsidy in 1881, it had been necessary to overdraw the 

Library account to the extent of £873. He added that the Library 

ommittee could see no way by nhich this debt could be decreased 

xcept "by larger contributions from scme source at present unavail-

ble." The available evidence thus suggests that, vhen the College 

authorities found themselves unable to operate the three institutions 

f'ficiently on the income i'rom the endowment, they at.tempted to give 

p the Library but to retain its share of the endovnnent. 

When, on l1urch 31, a deputation from the City Council waited on 

he oard (33) to discuss the position oi' the Public Libraryf and, 

re especially, its claim to a portion of the endowment, .ir. Wynn 

(who addressed the Board on behalf' of the deputation) made 

1. N.Z. Appendix to the Journals 1881, E-4 p.3. 
2. ibid 1883 E-7 p . 3. J 

0. L.T. April 1, ' 1884. 
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eference to t\ o statements by the Board (34) wl1ich had created 

ons1derable alarm in the minds of the members of the City Council. 

The speaker contended that, as the Public Library in the Board's 

possession had been recognised aa such by the Board since 1873, 

their new attitude was a matter for grave concern. He further 

pointed out that, from the very conunencement of negotiations to 

transfer the property of the Mechanics' Institute first to the 

Province, then to the New Zealand Government, and finally to 

Canterbury College, there had been no departure from the term 

"Public Library". In conclusion, Mr. 7ynn Williams advanced the 

opinion that, if the Board1 s contention was correct, it would 

involve the absurdity that the Library had been partly maintained 

for some years by funds which should have been applied in the 

establishment and maintenance of another Public Library altogether; 

nd it vould, therefore, involve the conclusion that the Board had 

been guilty of a breach of trust in expending public money "on an 

institution that was not entitled to receive one penny." 

It would be foolish to underestimate the importance and 

significance or this meeting, as many of the persons present had 

been directly concerned in the transfer of the Literary Institute. 

ther disputes in 1°ter years were conducted by men who did not 

possess this first-hand knowledge, and it appears reasonable to 

assume that this would tend to militate against a satisfactory 

onclusion. 

r. Joynt, in furthering the remarks of the first speaker, 

Vide supra n.14 and n. 20. 
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rought f'or :vard a very important piece of' evidence, when he quoted 

he conditions of' transfer of' the Literary Institute to the 

(and later to Canterbury College), stating that the 

roperty was transf'erred 

"for the purpose of a Public Library to be established and 
maintained under the provisions of' that trust ••• a reading room, 
a ref'erence library, and a circulating library should be 
constantly maintained." 

he next speaker, Dr. Turnbull (a member of' the Board and President 

of' the Literary Institute at the time of transfer), stated, with 

eferencc to the Circulating Library, that he had always upheld 

the view that it was a part of' the Public Library, but the other 

members of' the Board had repeatedly said that "they had nothing to 

o ith novels and newspapers, and that the public money should not 

e spent on such trash." In replying to Dr. Turnbull, ~r. c.c. 
owen expressed the general opinion of' the Board that it had no 

ight to spend public money on a circuloting library confined to 

ubscribers and not open to the general public. 

At the City Council meeting on Ap1•il 18, (35) the Board's reply 

as received asking tlat four members of each body should meet to 

iscuss the position more f'ully, and this request vras acceded to by 

he Council. /hen this meeting took place on ay 12, (36) the J.,ayor 

Jlaced three proposal before the Board. In the f'irst place, he 

uggested that the balance appearing to the debit of' the Public 

ibrary account be struck out, and secondly, that the Public Library 

entitled to one third of the endowment provided by the Cantcr&ury 

"Press'~ April 1 9, 1884. 
• L. T. May 1 3, 1 884. 
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useum and Library Ordinance 1870. Finally, he proposed that the 

Board of Governors be requested to hand over the control and manage-

mcnt of the Public Library to a board consisting of ttelve members, 

to be elected, on the basis of population, by the City, Borough, 

and County Councils of Canterbury, and to be incorporated by an Act 

of Parliament. These proposals had two main wealmesscs in that, 

as the Board had persistently maintained that the Library was not 

endowed, it ms hardly likely that they would approve of the 

proposition. Even Rolleston had a eed that the proportion of the 

endonnent due to the Library could only be decided by the Board • . 
Although tl1e Mayor's final suggestion was no doubt inspired by the 

highest motives, it was open to the charge of trying to parcel out 

the expense among the smaller provincial towns, which not only 

not benefit greatly by the arrangement but also could ill spare the 

necessary finance, because of the economic depression. 

As may be imagined, the Board declared that it had always been 

anxious to do the best it could for tho Cambridge Terrace Library 

but that it was still of the opinion that the Library was not 

endowed. To complicate matters, the Chairman stated that there 

was, unfortunately, a danger in bringing the question before Parlia-

ment, as, if they to k the initiative, they felt that they may lose 

the endowments.(37) He rurther pointed out that, whereas the 

Council had only the Library to consider, the Board had also to 

watch over the Museum and School of Technical Science, and that, of 

The General Government was intent on con:riscating all the 
Provincial land it could in order to acquire the land revenues. 
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he tliree, they considered the useum to be the most popular, the 

ost creditable, and the most educating institution, so that it, 

in particular, should not be starved. (3B) Although this point was 

strongly disputed by the Council representatives ~ho argued that 

the Library ¥as equally popular, it must be conceded in the Board's 

~avour that, although a library can easily be established in a small 

community, such is not the case with a museum. Tho meeting 

concluded ~ithout any satisfactory progress being made . 

In the preceding pages a survey has been made of the attitudes 

of the contestants. The conclusion that stands out most clearly 

is that the actual documents were of a conflicting nature. How is 

it possible to reconcile the prcrunble of the 1870 Ordinance (a 

Public Library for the promotion of literature) with the deed of 

transfer of the property or the Literary Institute. The key to 

the problem appears to lie in the words of the deed of transfer, 

"For the purpose of a Public Library, to be established and 
maintained under and in pursuance of the provisions of the 
Canterbury Museum and Library Ordinance, 1870, subject never­
theless to the conditions hereinaf.'ter ex:pressedh .•• 

~hese conditions rerer to the maintenance of a reading room and a 

circulating library, as previously mentioned. In the light of 

these significant words, it is essential to interpret the 1870 

Ordinance in terms of he deed of transfer, and not of the needs of 

ducation, thus destroying the main basis or the Board's argwnent . 

As there appeared no possibility of a satisfactory solution, the 

• The Museum received hal~ or the endowment and the Reference 
Library and School of Technical Science a quarter each. 
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0 uncil, tiring of its fruitless approaches to the Board, decided 

0 continue ~ith its earlier plan and called a public meeting, for 

riday June 13, "to take into consideration the future management 

and endowment of the Public Library!' (39) Thus after months of 

rguing and bickering the stage was sot for 1hat might well have 

e n the final episode in the struggle over the destiny of the 

C nterbury Public Library. The people of Christchurch were to be 

alled upon to bring the Board to account for its supposed 1rong-

oing. For those iho are superstitious, Friday 13 is al~ays a 

erous day and it :'las certainly ''black Friday" in June 1884 for 

it rained - and, what is more, it rained so hard that, on the Satur­

ay morning, the following short notice appeared in "The Press", 

"The meeting which was to have been held last night to consider 
the Public Library question is postponed till further notice. 
The evening was wet and at half-past seven only about a dozen 
persons were present." (40) 

ut, for some undiscoverable reason, the 0 further notice" never 

ppeared. Although both the local papers and other possible 

aources have been systematically scoured, no further trace of the 

iroposed public meeting appeared. 

It is only possible, in the light of' one significant f'uture 

vent, to surmise what may have happened, if the meeting had been 

alled. On September 11,<41) 1899, the City Council received a 

etter from eleven ratepayers asking for a public poll on the 

estion of the Library in accordance with the provisions of' the 

• L. T. and "Press" June 9, 1884. e t s eq_. 
• "Press•; June 14, 1884. 

C.C.C. Vol. 18, p. 410. 



40. 

r ri ct', 1869. (42 ) t er r rrc to t 

h c co n t t the et t on be or er d 

t n ov r,(43) n nothi 1'urth r as on in he t r . 

is ct provid d th 0 y n 0 ttacki th o rd' control 

t Libr ry, n t 1a h t ot invok d sooner. 

bly it ould h v beon, i th o tponod m ti h db on h 1 • 

he t: ct, th t th public e t·n as ncv r ld, ore o t 'IO 

iblo conclusions. 1 ther t p opl of.' Chr1 chUI h, n rally, 

re atisfied 11th th Library, as run by the o rd, nd 1~r not 

par d to sup ort the Council in it propose a ur , or th y 

o apathetic that ll y r just not int cated, nd it the 

at jor ty, then a no1, f'ood for the body 1 o po aibly co ider­

or ch r atcr 1 portanc than f'oo fo tho mi d . 

In th o o o n o hustle n bustle, ap th~ is all too 

v ry r nch of ocicty. Ho vor, such a note s a 

in the nrly d y of the Cuntcrbury a ttl nt. 

our for f th rs ~ r not o gr ator int 11 ctu 1 st t r 

ours lv o but t ere can be no doubt ,hat t oy brou t, to their 

, a gre t lov of' ood books . runuel utlor a d, on a vi it 

Can orbury sheep tation, 

"U I f'ound Tennyson' a "Idylls o'f' the lng ' . o 
YOU 111 SC th t C n in th ae out-of'-the-worl pl Ce< people 

o care littl eor so ethin besides ohoep ••• N w Zealand 
s er fur b tter adapted to develop and intain in health 
the phy 1~a1 th n t 1ntoll ctual natur ••• Y t, rt r 11, 
it may be qua tion d whether the intellect is not as 1ell 
chool d ere a at homo ••• ' (44) 

Vi de 

Lon on, 
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is tends to detract from the merits of' the second conclusion as 

possible solution. In order to discuss the first conclusion, 

t will be necessary to make a brief survey of t he grorth of the 

Library under the Board. 

An inventory of the number of' books in January 1874 rill provide 

ne basis of comparison with the size of' the library at later dates. 

hen the College took control of t he Library, there were 3400 books 

n the shelves of the circulating department, while, by December 31, 

881, this number had been increased to 9068. (45) Although the 

jority of the additions (2814) were orks of' fiction, other 

ubjects were well represented. History accounted for 210 of' the 

dditions, biography 231, travel 298, architecture 198, general 

iterature 161, poetry and drama 67, science 150, miscellaneous 238, 

d periodicals 163. J1eanwhile in the srune period the ref'erence 

epartment grew from 1190 volumes to 6384. (46 ) In 1893, the present 

ference department was added to the rear of the circulating 

partment, at a cost of £895, (47) while, in the follo ing year, 

e Librarian's wooden cottage was destroyed by fire and replaced, 

ta cost of £563,(4B) by the brick building Yhich still serves as 

e Librarian's residence. However, these were not the only 

ditions, f'or, in 1897, at a cost of £315, a gallery was added to 

e reference room, an in 1901, at a cost of' a f'urther £4307, the 

iginal Mechanics' Institute building, on the corner of' Cambridge 

• B. o:C G. 1882. 
ibid. 

Street, was demolished and replaced by the 

Collins & H rman, Architects • 
ibid. 
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ublic reading room and an entrance porch in brick. I 1891, 

• stedtnan, ~ho had acted in the joint capacity ao cglstrar of' 

nt rbury College and Librarian oince 1876, r tir d and 1as 

uccceded as Librarian by, r. A. Cracrof't-~ilson ho ret ined the 

0 ition until 1906. 

Until 1896, al ost the only oney spent on the main enance 

• 

nd expansion of' the Public Lib1 .. ary was that deri vcd f'rom subscript­

ions and that voted by the Board of' Govcmcrs f'rom th endo mient . 

o ever, in that year, the death occur cd of' J es G ack, a f'ar er 

of' Springston, who, in his ill,(49) equeathed 1678 acres of' land 

o·thc Public Library, the revenue f'rom ~hich (avcra ing £600 to 

1000 per year) r7as to be devoted to the purchase or booltb :for the 

irculating department. Three years later, Arthur Po..,tlo of' 

panui became the second benef'actor of' the Library. Under the 

er of' his 1ill,(50) he lef't, f'or the benef'it of' the ref'erence 

epartmcnt, property f'rom nhich the annual revenue m about £80. 

o doubt, largely f'rom the additional money made avail ble y these 

ques to, the number of' boolts in c ref'crencc depart .. nt inc1 ... eascd 

rom 11,537 in 1898 to 18,221 in 1908, while the corresponding 

i es f'or the circulating depart ent 1ere 17,925 and 23,933. In 

903, in a further attempt to improve the financial position or the 

ibrary, an npplico.tion for a grunt was made to lr . Andrew Carnegie 

t proved unsucccssf'ul. During the same year, a gallery was set 

rt for 1omcn but, because of' the poor attendance and the con-

lill of' James Gammack, - copy depooited at Re istrar's Of'f'ice, 
Canterbury College. · 
Vill of' Arthur Postle, - copy deposited at Registrar's Of'fice, 
Canterbury College. 



43. 

rablo g don , this clo o in 1905. 

i res are apt to make dry reading, but, us d judiciously, cy 

n al o b instructive . It should no be app r nt that, o p to . 
y assertions to the contrary, and deepit the oard's profes 

k of interest in any but he reference depart ~t, th hole 

ibrary gre rr stea.dily during the er1od :f'rom 1874 to 1906. Not 

nly did the amount of rea l material increase bo h in vol . ' and 

n vari ty, but th librar bu11 in 1 t l:f' . m al o the ubject o 

onsid r ble xpenditure . It mul hua not b asonable to 

re um th t the citizens ot Clri tchurch, ati :f'1ed 1th their 

itor ry diet, 1ore loth to sack tlc cook. tr tter tho devil 

lthough, on the sur:f'ace, matters appeared to be quito satis­

ctory t th turn of tlc c ntury, th :f'inancial po'ition waa by 

na h althy. iYhen pres nting his annual t tc nt for th 

ar 1906, the Chair n af' the o rd o Governor said, i th rof'er­

nce to the Libr y, that, 

'I think the ti h s . no ~ 
criouo ly ho ':I '£ r it i ju.., tif 1 d in i thdrawin" 
er originally provided for 'tho pro.lotion of l:i. 
ciencc' (51) in or er to provide th citizens of 
~1th tlo mot up-to-date novels and the ma n?.ineo 

consider 
un that 
r t c nd 

Chri tchurch 
o'!: th day. "(52) 

urthcr to this ota.te nt, tho Chair n 1rote t;o th City \.iOUnc11 

auing attention to tho financial position o:f' the Lib ry, an 

pl 1ning th.t, ae much o'£ tho voted to it in 

Pr mbl o'£ 1870 Ordinance . App ndix ~ • 
• ofG. 19r)7 .• 10. 

I 
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used for the establishment of College Library in 1908, it 1ould 

necessary to balance the Library account, either by an increase 
. . 

the subscription rate, or by a reduction in the expenditure on 

taff and conveniences, Tith regard to hours of opening, unless the 

its ay to make a ant to the Library. (53) Ho -

ver, the Council replied that, at that ti e, it had no funds ihich 

could devote to the Library. 

on September 11,(54) the position ias set out in a leading 

rticle, in the"Lyttel ton Times;• hich cri ticioed the proposed 

ction of' the Board and reminded them that their first duty under 

e Libr ry trust was to the general public, and not ·o C ntcrbury 

oll ge . £he leader concluded by stating that, 'It rests with the 

oard, surely, to justify the proposed departure f'rom the practice 

nd pol.icy of' oo many years, and the public vill be interested to 

ear on 1hat grounds the chai an def' ends the proposal. 1 1r. G. I . 

ussell, the Chairman of' th~ Board, de a statement in reply, 

icJ:l appeared in the nc~:rspapcr on the follouing day. ( 55) He pointed 

owing to its precarious financial position, the Board was 

ompellcd to retrench in one direction, and he felt that the Library 

as the one institution 1hich should not be a burden on the endo ont. 

f the people of Christchurch desired that institution to be rnain-

ined at the high level ihicll it had attained, he iO>uggested that 

ey had the remedy in their own hands, as, if the City Council 

to provide tle money out of its ordinary revenue, the 

• C.c.c. September 9, 1907. Vol. 23. p. 453. 
L.T. September 11, 1907. 
ibid S~ptcmbcr 12, 1907. 
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lie Libraries Act of' 1869 could be brought into operation. The 

rovisions of' the Act had been taken advantage of' in ·AUckland and 

ellington, and he sa'l no difficulty in doing the same thing in 

istchurch. his ould then allo· the Board to devote an extra 

to the useum and to purely educational purposes. 

conclusion, lr. ussell said that nothing ·ould be done to 

ioturb existing arrange ents, regarding the conduct or he Public 

ibrary, until the esti tcs for the next year came up for discussion 

n the f ollo 1ing Oc "ober or November. 

The matter does not appear to have be n carried furth·,r· until the 

xt nnual statement by the Chairman of' the Board, on April 27, 

908. (5G) The Library, he pointed out, had groun very greatly since 

t uas originally endo~ed, and the fund, from which it as supported, 

s also responsible f'or the maintenance 01' the uscu.m and the chool 

f 'rcchnical Science (i.e. the School of' Art and the School of' 

ngineering) • His opinion was, that, in cultivating and pro oting 

hcsc latter institutions, the Board was acting :Car mo:...,c i: the 

pirit of the pioneers, who granted the endo ent, than they 1ould 

in CX";>ending any la.r£·,er part of' it in providing fiction and light 

itcrature generally, for the people of Christchurch. He felt uhut 

he ti o had come, iVhen the oard might riell loolt to the City Council 

o realise, to some slight degree, its responsibilities for the 

ucation and intellectual life of t c city, so far as thove 7crc 

oncentrated iri the Public Library, and he hope tue time ·mo not 

r distant •7hen the City Council 1ould give a substantial grant 

ibid April 28, 1908. 
c· 
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0 ards the institution. 

he Board of Govenxrs et the City Council on ay 28 (57) and 

• Russell cxplai-ned that the Library mo one of hich the city 

ell be proud, as it ranked second only to the General 

sembly Library in 7ellington, but the city had enjoyed the 

rivileges or t e institution °\vithout one oi~p nee of the city 

unds having been opent upon it . ' Al though the Board recognised 

extend the library \ith he gro1th of the city, it had 

o funds to devote to the purpose . In the previouo ye r, ne rly 

2000 had been spent on the Library ( 500 of 1hich came 1'1 n tl e 

ndo nnent), and yet, at the end o!' the y-..a1 .. , tl e Library ac"'ou.nt 

debit balance of .£636. He was of the opinion that, f 

Council 1ould undertake a. municipal system o'f' libra1•ies 

of a small vote,(5B) it could then contribute its shar of 

of maintenance of he central library. In th _ast, the 

oard had supported the Publ c Library nt the expense o'f' the uocum 

nd higher education, and this :ras not right. The institutions 

der its control :rere gro1ing rithout any corresponding increase 

n the Board'· revenue, and he hoped t c City Council woul ct 

he Board in the tter. Ai'ter the deputation had :rithdraJn, the 

jorlty of th Counc:.tllora appeared in favour of a grant .o!larda 

he free portion of' the Library, but ·he matter vas referred to the 

inance Committee . On the f'ollo:ring evening, at a meeting of the 

oard, a resolution was passed !;hat, in the event o'f' the Co 1 

ibid iay 29, 1908. 
c thus ~crve the oute1"' po1,.tions of' the ci y s ch as Sy enham, 

Linwood and St . Albans . 
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roviding an annual grant or £500 for tl e Library, the Bo rd ould 

e prepared to grant it. representation, to the ext nt of three 

the Library Cormnittee.(59) 

on June 22 the Council et to consider the ~roposed Library 

rant. (60) Tho Finance Committee explained that, if the Library 

ad rccei vcd an additional £208, to which it \7as en ti tled from the 

mnmaclc Trust, for the past year, it 1ould have sl10 in a profit 

instead of a loss, and, under the circwnstances, it could not sec 

to 1ay to recommend a grant for the Library. Uo1ever, under t!e 

terms of the Gamm ck bequest, the money derived rrom it had to be 

scd or the purchase of books f'or the circulating department and 

or no other purpose (i.e. it ~as not available or maintenance 

orlc). As this branch of the libJ.•ary h d been amply provided fol" 

y that bequest;, the expcndi ture of an additional £200 \70Uld ot 

ave al l;ered tlle osi tion. It ould appear• that the Council 

ealised the seriousness of' the situation, f'or the report was refcrr-

d back to the Committee, and Councillor Ott ey gave notice of' a 

otion that a grant of' £300 be made to the Library providing tLat 

he Council received representation on the Library Committee. But, 

or some unstated reason, he received per1nission to 1ithdrau the 

otion on July 6. <61 ) 

The College Boa.rd of Governors have been much maligned concerning 

e.ir attitude touards the Lib ary, but, in fairness, it must be 

:va.s a d.i!'ficul t tas i:.:. 

L. i . 3 30, 1908. 
ibid June 23, 1908. 
C.C.C. Vol. 24, p . 203. 

For thirty-:rou.r years 
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cy had administered th three 1 titutio to th bent of their 

bility, but progre s is not possible rithout oney, and although 

l eum, the Library, the chool of Engineering, and the School 

had to o~ to keep pace ith the growth of the City, the 

liber 1 enough in the first instance, did not increas, 

In spite of their considered opinion, that the 

ntention of tbe founde1s of the endowment ias to promote education, 

e oard had continued to support and maintain th whole of tlv 

blic Library. On both occasions, h.n he financial question 1 s 

ised, it \7as the Board that approached tho Council. his SUffo sts 

at the Board had the intere•' ts of the Libr ry at cart, and, 

alizing also the impo1"tance of tl e other i ti tutio11::i depending on 

e endowment, justifiably considered that the citiz .ns should make 

.c contribution to its upkeep 1hen finances rie e Jo • Even it', 

wau later rove , the Board's position 1as legally indefensible, 

ey ere still, "hrough no fault of their o'm, :n serious f'im:mcial 

rai ts . The Council had, ready o hand, the P tblic Li)!' ... ·iew Act 

1869, if' ~hey were worried as to the means wlcr by · ley could 

Library . - but made no attempt to implcr .nt i ,. Their 

titude, although perf'ectly legal, both in 1883-4 and in 1908 

vours dintinctly or shortsightedness . The Council ouviously was 

t prepared to face realities and to realize that, by handing ov,r 

t o:r the endowment 'ith the Library, the Board's position ms not 

din the slightest. Nevertheless, i· hardly .,00 ponsiblo to 

1,he Boa.rd' s proposal to transf'er onoy from the endo mien 

U"'e in establishing a College Librar~, .1hich could not, by any 
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otch of th i agination, be consid red as entitled to such money . 

doubt ~tiffened the Council's deter ination to 

portion of the endonnent, if the City took control of the 

ollouing a meeting bet teen the Finance Commi t·tee nd the Board 
• July_17, the Chair an of he Board sub itted, to the ayor, eight 

tivc conditions ·:ror the transfer of the Library o the Council . 

ut the Finance Committee reco ended hat the conditions iere 

ot acceptable, nd advised the Council to express its illingn ss 

o take over the Library," sub jcct to tlie t1•usts in connection there-

ith; any disputes to be submitt d to arbitration by a Judge of the 

upreme Court . 1
(
63) After i'Urther correspond nce,< 64) a letter ias 

the TO\''m Clerk's Office, on July 22 aski the 

tiieir attitude ould be in the event of the City claiming 

share of the endo ents, and also in the event of bUCh a claim 

eing ab~doned. (GS) In roplYt ~r. Russell presumed t.hat clauses 

e to five of his letter of' July 17 iere acceptable to the Council, 

s~ated that the Board was not prepared to negotiate except on 

basi~ of clause $1X :- (66) 

' hat the funds of' the fuse , Library and School of Technical 
cience End wrent Acco1nt.be devoted in f'uture to the College 

Library and other purposes within the control of the Board of 
Governor !' 

·his condition Lh J Board was acla ant and refused ·point- lank to 

vc the Council any :rurthet"' information vii th regard to the endow­

nt. (G7) en tlrn Council met on August 3, a lcttvr as received 

• C. c . c . •ilcs - Letter 4327. Appendix D. p.143 • 
• C. C. C. Vol . 24, p . 222 
• c.c.c. Filco - Letter 4355. 

ibid - Attached to letter 4355. 
• ibid - Letter 4392. 

ibid - Lotter 4466. 
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the ayor, absent in Auckland, ith the 1 o ation that his 

pplications to tho Board for p usion to examine the papers, 

1ating to the endowment of the Library, had been studiously 

31, i7llen he had received copies of h \1ills of 

-~"M•¥ack and Postle acco ~anied by a flat refusal to supply the other 

ormation requested. In the light or the rev lations de by 

his letter, the Council resolved to discontinue the negotiations, 

less the inf or· ation asked for · :7as supplied. (GB) For the ..,ccond 

e a stalemate had been reached, and the question ~nu shelved • .. 

A revic1 of this second conf'lict ould sug est that the Council 

O oUpported t e letter and the sp· it Of the la • There can be 

o doubt that the Board appeared prepared to paos tlc responsibility 

the Public Library to the Council ilhilc us·ng the ... ndowmcnt to 

tablish a new library, not mentioned in the original document. 

iat there is no mention of the requirements of the Juseum in the 

tter controv rsy 1ould appear to represent a rundamental change 

opinion on the Boaru•s behalf. Under the changed cil .. cumstances, 

e Council uould appear entirely justified in demanding a ohare of 

c endowment . o iever, in actual practice, tl e grant ·to the 

lle e Library never exceeded £20, and tho Public LibrarJ'o share 

the endo nt did not drop below £470. (G9) Once or the solution 

t stands ~orth as obvious 1as not resorted to . It is a matter 

or wonderment that the Public Libraries Act was again overlooked or 

ored, but any rerer~ncc to it is conspicuous by its absence . 

Library finances sui'fcrcd still further by a reduction in the 

• C. C.C. Vol . 24> p . 247 • 
• B.of G. 1906-10. 
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bscription, in 1909, in an attempt to popularis the i titution, 

, in 191 0, it uas ound neces o.ry to return to the hi J .r 

an attempt to r lieve the constant drain on th funds. (70) 

the burden of maintaining all the institutions under i control 

insUfficient funds proved too at for the Board, and in 1912 

ere once ore co ~elled to approach the Council. The letter 

l inter ·diate step of aoking for a rant, and stated the 

of the City Co cil taking over the Library 'and all 

ts real and personal property, including bequests ••• subject to 

11 its liabilities. ,(71 ) A opecial co ttee as set Up to con-
• 

ider tle matter(72 ) but the Council representatives insisted on a 

udicial interpretation o'J: the Canterbury Museum and Library 

rdinance bct'ore any attempt as ado to discuss the question or the 

ouncil taking over the Public Library. (73) and, on April 1, 1912, 

received a letter from tho Board agreein to obtain a 

claratory judgement. (74) 

In delivering his judgement in the Supreme Court at Christchurch, 

n November 25, 1912,(75) r. Justice Denniston declared that he 

as the "Canterbury Public Library" ~as that 1hich 

as supposed to maintain out o'£ the endo mient. But he 

tated that this did not answer the question as to whether or not 

Board 1as obliged to allocate any particular portion of it to 

maintenance of the Library. 

ibid ay 30, 191 O, p.1 O. 
C.C.C. Vol 27, p.353. 
ibid p.380. 
ibid p. 396. 
ibid p.426. 
"Press" November 26, 1912. , 

~"ilrthermore, there us 
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"nothing in the procl tion or thooc I'eserves to indic te 
1n hat manner or in 1hat proportion tle inco f.'ro ~ m 
1as to be applied to the Institutions f.'or hose benefit they 
,ere to be set asid as endo ent • " 

ere was, he said, certainly nothi to su gest that they 1cre to 

be divided equally ong the three, ithout r gard to t eir respect-

ive importance or r quirements. Ho ever, he felt that, because 

neither party had any poiVer to carry out the transfer of' th Library, 

it ~as doubtful hethcr the question ~as a prop r one to be 

nder the Declaratory Judgements Act. Because of this doubt, he 

referred not to give a decision but simply to state h t i uas 

entirely within tho discretion of the Board o allocate the incom 

fro the Reserves. 

At a meeting of the City Council the same evening, the Mayor, 

refer ing to the judge ont, said that it seemed to hi that matters 

ere left very much as tl ey were berore, inasmuch as there :vas no 

sum clearly defined to be allocated for the upkeep of the Library. 

e hoped that, when ·he matter came officially before the Council, 

they would approach it with a full sense of responsibility, as it 

eemcd to him a great pity that such a valuable institution should 

o begging for an owner. (76 ) canwhile the Board retained the 

ublic Library, but made certain changes in respect of it to secure 

oth greater efficiency and cconomy. (77) Speaki:pg at the Annual 

ee ing of the Board of Govecnars in June of the follo~ing year, the 

hairman expressed re et at Judge Denniston's decision, as the 

evcnue from the endowments uas too small to enable the Board to 

C. C. C. Vol . 27, p. 675. 
James Hight Litt . D. and Alice Candy . A. "A Short History of 
the Canterbury College;' Christchurch, hi tcombe and T s P 

1927 , p. 94. 
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llocate suf'ficient funds for each of the institutions that had to 

intuined from that source. He felt sure that those ho set 

the endo ent had not realized :7hat heavy de nds there ould 

e on the revenue, or they 1ould have set aside much lar er reserves, 

specially at a time 1hen it had been comparatively easy to ant 

large racts of land for special purposes. (7B) 

Although there 1as only a brief interlude before th Council 

d the Board were once more involved in library matters, hio is 

fit point at :.rhich to conlude this chapter, because, early in 

1913, ,r . Roi; ard Strong ( iho had replaced :r. Cracroft-Wilson as 

Librarian in 1906) retired to give place to r . .J. Bell, a young 

d talented Englishman, who took up his new position on June 1, 

1913. Since this date the control of the Library has been in his 

capable hands and so his appointment is the natural starting point 

of a new period. 

B. "The Star", July 1 , 1913. 
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CHAPTE ill 

FR01 COLLEGE COUNCIL TO CITY COUNCIL 
1913-48 

Although the Declaratory Judge ent of 1912 did not co pletely 

clarify the position, it certainly established that the Library 

as the one contemplated by. the 1870 Ordinance, and that it was 

entitled to a share of the endowment created in 1872. hus the 

City Council iad on its point, and it is not surprising that, at 

a meeting on June 9, 1913, it was resolved that the Bylaws and 

inance Committee "should take into consideration the question of 

the talting over of the Public Library. " ( 1 ) In accordance 1i th 

this decision the Board, at its meeting on June 30,< 2 > received 

letter from the Town Clerk asking if they tould appoint represent-

ti ves to conf'cr 1ith the Finance Corrnnittee on the matter. The 

Board agreed to the request and a conference took place on Au at 

However, this \las inconclusive and no action ms taken. 

i7hen r. ontgomery reported to the Board,(3) he stated that the 

Council's representatives appeared to have no suggcstiono to make 

refer the question of the Library's share of' the endo mient 

to az'bi tration. But the College representatives declined to 

this proposal, aa the Court had already ccidcd that the 

as the sole arbiter in the apportiorunent of the endowment, 

1. C.c.c. Vol 28, p.881 1 2. "Evening News", Christchurch, July 1 , 1 913. 
3. 'The Star", Christchurch, Au ust 26, 1913. 
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as not reasonable to suppo that the Bo r oul han over 

ght. A third or the endo nts had been clai ed by the city 

or the Library, but the Council's representatives had not been so 

ady to a t that a third ~ould surfice to support the useum. 

lthough the oar had pointed out that, in other citieo, the 

library 1as carried on by the City Council or out or the rates, and 

that it ias the duty or the Council to intain a library, the 

ouncil had not been prepared to take any action. llion Councillor 

orenson reported on the same ceting o the City Counc~l,(4) he 

tated that tl1c l oard ot only r fused e.rbi tr tion but al o refused 

o continue to spend the same amount (£470 fro the endo cnt in 

1913) on the Libr ry 11' it as taken over by the Council . (5) ihile 

Councillor Sorenson said that he Board wanted to take but 1as not 

rcpa ed to give, Councillor 'Coonibs accused the Board of starving 

he Library to fatten the ruseum. He remarked that an attempt 

hould be made to force the hand of the Board, although the same 

ttcr had been ur ed in the Council about t cnty- ive year a o. 

ut this attitude appears indef .nsible, as the Council :vas in a 

O$ition to relieve the oard's financial bur en yet r,fuscd to 

cgard both the Library and the .use as valuable additions to the 

citY, 1hich it ~as a Council's duty to aid. Thus each body cxprcsoed 

issatisf'action ~ii th the views held by the other, and it ap e· red as 

a position 0£ stalemate had again been reached. 

ibid September 2, 1913. 
The Board ms naturally not prepared to hand over the Library 
unless it 1as relieved of a liability. The Board also r}f'uscd 
an offered gran of £470 because they £elt that, if the Council 
thought that £470 ¥as suffi~ient to keep a library going, the 
oard might as ell do it. 
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l: o CV r, h a" took h i of the Coun 11, in r o 

cert in nn r, in an rticle e li ith th ubj ot on th 

follo ing ay ••• 

"The City Council h every r on to b dis t i 
position. Af'ter joining 1ith the o rd or Gov .nor 
bury Coll in eking a declaratory jud ont 
exp.ctcd the o rd to bide by th. JUdgem nt in 
Lib ary. Yet, ~hen the Council's co ttee c 

ith the 
C nt r­
turally 

'l'th th 
tho 

ttcr ith the oard it was i or e that th o rd as not 
prepared to tran for tle Library to the City cxc pt on t.r 
ab olut ly i nored th judo cnt of th Supro Court ••• Thor~ 
i the po sibility of' the constitution of the oar b i rougl 
into th controversy, and of it mbcro bei · uch or 
amenable to public opinion than they appear to b present . " (6) 

This outburst a ro sly unfair to the o rd ihich h r ly 

reruocd to sub · t the en o nncnt q tion to arbitr tion. It 

rcprc ents an at empt to .nlist public support by deliberat mi -

interpret tion. Ho'I vor, nothing appe rs to have b.en one n t e 

ttc1" and the final decioion as postponed for a fl t er :period. 

can hile, ho v r, r . B 11 oon began to i l nt a numb Jr o 

improvements in the a inistration or, and the o rvice provided by 

the Library . One of the first improvements to be de iV'a the 

i tallation of a case inside th entrance to th Circul ting 

rtmont containing a number of rci'eronce book~ (y ar books, 

nacs , dir ctorio , official lists etc.) h. h could be co ultod 

uickly by busincus m n and others without any ~ormalit~ of w it 

o·m names and a drcsses . (7) Thia proved so popular ht, lat,r in 

,he year, a ahel of' books devoted to Current fairs ma;.> 1 o 

installed. and \7a.a drmm on to th ext nt of' about ten book 

improv ent wa th introduction of 

optcmb r 2, 1913. 
tar", July 15, 1913. 

Dec mbcr 31, 1913 •. 

aily . 
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talogues, in book form,( 9) to replace the printed dictiona y type 

f catalogue 1hich as expensive to produce and 

te by the time it left the printer'~ hands .. Th 

s usually out or 
e cataloguca;), 

hich combined 11 the advanta es or a card catalogue as re r s 

0 er of expanoion and adjustability, ere also appreclated and used 

ore by the public . 

After he had been at the Libr ry about eight months, r . 11 

aid that he had had a chance to inspect the lar e stock of volumes 

during the process or classifying and reorganising, and that he 1as 

f the opinion that there was no circulating library · in the Do inion 

hat could equal the oplendid collection to be found in the Christ­

church Library. <10> In support or his statement r . ell quoted 

igur s •hich sho\ed the relative stocks at the libr ries in the 

hief centres to be Christchurch 28,000, Auckl nd 14,884, ellin ton 

12,520, Dunedin 11,134. Apart f'rom the lar e collection of 1orks 

of fiction the Library had av ry fine stock of books dealing 1ith 

travels, history, and biography, there being over 7000 vol es in 

those sections alone . <11 > Thero was also a collectlon of' about 2365 

volumes dealing "lith drama and poetry, the most popular of' '\hich 

\ere those by Shaw, 1ilde, GalsYorthy, Brid cs, and oefield. 

In July 191 Li the electric light installation ras completed and 

was brought into uue in oeptember. (12 ) Thi ... replaced the gas 

li hting, the f'umcs from ·:hich, in the past, had had a very deleter-

9. 
1 o. 
11 • 

12. 

"Evening e is', October 29, 1913. 
L. T. February 10, 1914 . 
Ir . Bell said that this collection as unequalled in many of the 
large English and Australian libraries. 
B. of G. 1915, p . 28 . 
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us effect on the leather bindings o many of the books . The 

li,hting system as described in 'The tar' on July 6, 1914 s 

ine tl1e very lateot, adapted pecially for libr ries, n(l operating 

the same principle as the Carne ie Libr ry at ulham, Lon on, 

ich as considered to be a mo el institution. y the nd of 1914 

so, the clas ification of th, Library, by the cy Deci al y tern, 

d been co pleted. Author catalogues for th, ~hole o the stock 

d stock lists, and card catalogues of fiction title~ Yero al~o 

A fine year's ~ork as completed 1th the 

cning of a ne reading room and library for children ho ere hus 

ovided with spaciou., and attractive quarters . 

The Library continued to pro ress, and, in the Librarian's report 

1916,(13) he stated that another development had been compl,t d. 

ch day, about t 70 hundred volumes o the best example•' of liter ture 

notably travel, history, biography, sociology, and some of the most 

liable literature caling 1ith the Great ar - ere placed upon a 

r ,c table. They proved so great an attraction to subscribero that 

e circulation of the non-fiction works was grea~ly increased. In 

tobcr of the follo ~ng year, an a ditional ncction of the population 

s provided for, ~hen the Library received a consignment of book~ for 

blind, in r illc and oon raised types, from the Jubilee 

stitute in Auckland. <14) 

1 ollo:irin the lead of' the Literary snocintion o'f' Gr.at Britain, 

e J3oard of Governom decided, in 1918, to establish a Technical 

• ibid 1916, p.32 • 
• L.T. October 10, 1917. 
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brary <15 > to cater for the need of he busin s men of he city, 

ranted £100 per annum for its maintenance . 

cial branch of' the Public Libr ry containi th 

It 'l s to f'orm a 

tan ar 10rks 

aling ith engineering, architecture, buildi , and chc ical tech-

olo -i;y, comm ,rcial publications dealing i th banking, 

d accountancy, and also tariff lists, tr e dircc or 

0 Boards of' Trade, and Year Books . 

vcrtising, 

cport"" 

In April 1920, the Public Library, in conjunction "ith the 

c ntcrbury Progress League, instituted a syste of tr· v llir 

librari s for the benefit of the country districts, h re no public 

libraries exis tcd. ( 16 ) n er the origi 1 ..,cheme, moot d y the 

p ogress League in arch 1919, libraries :ere to be establiohed at 

D rfield, Hinds, 1 ayr·eld, Culvcrden:, and Li .. ore, but, by the end 

o 1920, ten libraries had been cs tablishcd. Th, ocheme permitted 

o a district ll· ving a box of books every three montho, each box 

containing thirty to forty assorted vol es . 

Since the last building addition in 1901 the Library had been 

owing ..,t,adily, n.nd, in the early part of 1923, the Hoord deeded 

o erect a ne1 ;ing on the land av ilablc on the 0 outh ide of the 

ilding. (17) This new building was completed in 1924, at a cost of 

officially opened, by th Chair an of the Board, on 

of that year. <18 ) It consisted of a Children's Library 

oom, a very use:Cul Lecture .. "oom, and t ro large extensions 

the eferencc Library. ~i th the shifting of the Children's Libr ry 

"Th Sun', Christchurch. ay 16, 1918. 
n.o:C G. 1921, p . 38. Reference to this ceases in 1930 • 

• ibid 1924, p. 34 • 
. ibid 1925, p.35-6. 
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quarters, it ~as possible to e t blish a n centr 1 

the Circulating Depar·ment, hich greatly ide he ork 

f administration. At the sa e time, the ol heating sy t m 1 s 

plac by an ef'.t'ective modern steam plant hich ffectually enc ed 

e just compl ints of readers in th uildin • here ere t o 

ore important additions and innovations to the Libr ry in the 1924-5 

eriod. The irst of these was the acquioition of a very valuable 

nd unique collection of thirty two volumes, by • ~ing oth, devoted 

0 a comprehensive survey of the art of attooing.( 19) In ay 1925, 

he Library held its first "~ew Book Day', and, probably ror he 

ir t time in its history, a queue as fo1•mcd, ot: people ~ishing to 

orrovl books . Under thio new syutem, all new books ierc plac on 

upecial table, and, on the firot day, over f'our .hundred ~ere 

is tri bu ted. As tl c uchcmc proved 30 successf'ul, it m., contincd 

r some time, at regula intervals . 

Ho~cvcr, once again the Library ~as !'aced ~ith rinancial 

lfi'iculties, and in 1929 Mr . Bell rote to the Carnegie Corporation 

c v York enquiring as to tho possibility of a grunt. <2o) But. tl e 

e;ply he received was far from encouraging, as it ..,tuted that, uecnu e 

f the limitc runds available for expenditure outoldc the United 

tates, the Corpora·t;ion as unable to include aosis tance to e is ting 

ublic libraries in its programme . An article in "'l'hc Sun", <21 ) 

af'tcr this announcement, otatcd that m ny public institutions, 

the art gallery, band rotunda, and clock toier, lad recently 

y public bequeots, but not so the I.iibrary, \thich, apa1't 

June 7, 1929. 
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om a small sub cription, as complet ly fr e n s ractic lly 

he only import nt library, in Ne Zealand, not upported by rat s . 

I ·t had not been for the generosity of r. Jams Ga ck, it ould 

ve been ln a very sorry plight indeed. The article also declare 

that the hole Library needed re o elllng, bein gloomy, b ly 

li hted, nd f r short o mod rn standards of' library architecture . 

ct the Council made no effort to relieve the oard's bur en; 

lthough the economic dcpre,oion 1oul no 

ate unpopular or even impracticable . 

oubt h ve ma e a libr ry 

In his annual report for the year 1933,< 22 ) r. B ... 11 st t.e that 

e had received the off'er of a travelling nt, from the Carnegie 

Corporation of Ne York, to enable hi to visiL the nited Jtateo 

nd Canada, in order to study their library el.hods, and th· t 

rrangements had been ade for him to leave Ne Zealand in Sept;e er . 

During the Libr rian's absence, Dr . . P . Kepp 1, pr uid nt o~ the 

arne ie Corporation, visited Chri tchurch and, on making a thorough 

i spection of' the Public Library, cxpres ed hi ~elf well ~leased ith 

hnt he sa~, cntioning, in particular, the children's library. ( 23 ) 

pealcing at a young far ers' educational course on his return f'rom 

erica,< 24) r . Bell, 1hen e phasising the ne for free public 

libraries, inf'or ed his audience that in England and th United 

States people were library minded, and it wa.s the aim of all local 

uthoritieo in the U ·ted States to raise a library rate of one 

Yet in l c 'I Zealand, Dunedin and 'l'imaru ho.d the only 

li-braries, hilc in Auckland and ellington there -:-as a libr y 

. of G. 1934, p. 36. 
'Pres. u, lie ruary 9, 1935. 
ibid July 26 , 1935. 



rate but subscriptions were still ch r ed. o ever, n C 

there as no library rate at all, and in this reopect, he aid the 

city was fifty to one hundred years ehind t1 ti ' " . 

one of the ost useful and ost popular i ovations to date 

ppe 

bury 

ed, on December 19, 1935, 11th he first issue o the Canter­

ublic Library Journal . ( 25) A foreiord, by r . C.T . Ase n, 

Chairman of the College Council, explained that the aim of' the 

Journal would be to give to subucribcrs the best possible infor 

about books and authors and oO to act as a nid n tl el ctio of 

reading matter. The firs issue consisted of sixteen pages, ont 1 -

i ig selections o ~-he best books or all indo recently a dod to t 

Library , 1hilc " ookn of' the onth" ·1er. rcvi red by memb r or the 

star1· . Three thousand copies ¥ere printed and diotributcd free to 

subscribers . This Journal vhich i still in existe ce to- day, is 

the only one of its kind in cw Zco.l nd to have had an unbroken 

existence from its inception. <26 ) 

But , in spite ot: the fact that the service provid1..:d by the Libr ry 

wao s eadily increasing in efficiency and popularity, the financial 

position showed very little improvement . In 1935t hen referring 
. 

to the proposal for a nelV railuay station in Christchurch, the Prima 

1inistcr ( r . Forbes) saidt "Christchurch, :for ::>ome ti e past, has 

been fairly free rri th re ques t:.3 to the Govcrruncn t . Gruntcdt it hns 

the right to call attention to its needo, but 1hile it has been 

that, it las lagged sadly behind the other cities in the matter of 

helping itself .•• No you have asked me 1hat the Gov,r ent is ,oing 

25. ••Press 0 , Dec ,mbcr 20, 1935. 
26 . ersonal inf'ormation :from r. ~ . J . Bell . 



to do about the ne r 11 ay otation. In turn I 111 ask hat 

Christchurch has done about giving it elf a ne:7 libr ry . 0
(
27) r . 

orbes added that a municipal library "as a ncce sity in ny city, 

ond sug ested the incorporation of the existing library in a no 

one ~hich ould meet the needs of the city. AQ a ne library 1ould 

be a municipal institution, it iould be the responsibility of t e 

City Council to draft a proposal, for submission to the College 

council, satiofying it that the library endowments ould be put o 

their proper use and that the library generally oul be conducted 

on improved lines . "Christchurch should have 11 rary in kee in 

with its dignity and importance", said r .. Forbes, ·~ut it is f'or 

Christchurch to take the initiative, and I hope the fir~t ove uill 

not be delayed. 0 

lliether or not the City Council was duly impres ed by the 

nature of the Prime inister'n speech, e do not kno~, but exactly 

one onth later, on December 2, 1935, it ~as moved by Councillor 

Guthrie, "That a confercnc~ be so ht bet eon this Council and the 

Cant~rbury College Council 'lith the object of reorganising the 

finance and control of the C ntcrbury Public Library and the 

Canterbury .uscum, so as to bring these institutions into line w"tll 

the requirements of the Province . "( 28 ) In accordance with thio 

motion, a Special Committee was set up to inveotigatc ,he situation. 

It held three meetings in ~arch of 1936 <29) and reported that the 

Children's and Lending Libraries ~ere comparatively s tisfactory, 

but that the eference Li~rary 1a a disgrace to the city and • 

"The Christchurch Star un", Christchurch, Nov 
C. C.C. Vol . 60, p. 17207. 
C. C. C, inutcs 0£ Special Committees p. 1041-2. 

r 1 , 1935. 



quired he expenditure of approxi cly £10,000 for r buil ing. 

t tllc next cet · ng of the Commi tte , i ms reported that the 

council .had, int meantime, mndc a rant of £250 of 1hich £125 -ad been allocated to the cf rcnce Library, £75 to the Children's 

as th first ouncil Library, and £50 to the Reading oom. 

grant in the history o the Library. It as then r bolvcu that th 

oard o1, Govetino~ be asked if' they would b . 1111 to transfer the 

Public Library to the City, and on what t rnm aa regard cndo'lln)nta 

tc . (3o) 1hcn the Committee met again on u "'t 26, a lctte ms 

rec ,1vcd from he 1.egistrar of C terb1 y College advL i that a 

Special Committee had been set up to report on he Public Librar. 

nd Councillor Gut le a..,, authorio d to inve '.~:gate the question 

of' the extra maintenance cootn involved in the event of the Council's 

· k · n over ·ho Li brar • ( 31 ) He reported, on O tobE:~ 1 6, that, ii' 

tie Council con~ributed not less than £1000 per annum, oub criptions 

could c reduced and more people encouraged to make se of the 

i nst:l tution :vi th the result that the income ilould be in ,he vicinity 

of £5000 per "$ear . On this sum, a really f'irst class library se ,v.ice 

could be maintained, nd co-operation ~1th suburban librc ries .hould 

be possible . Once he ne eference Library had been constructed, 

th.re ould be little added expenditure. It as then r oolved to 

mee t th, Boo.rd and r commend, subject to Lhc Council's rat'fication, 

1. 'Tl at the Council undertake to substantially ncrcase (sic) 
its subsidy for one year . " 

2. "Tht.t combined steps be taken by the Council and the Colle 
Board to obtain legiulation au7.~orising the r~ns~er of th 
Library property and the be en~s o the Council. 

30. i id p.1050. 
j1. ibid p.1063. 
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3. 'That the Co cil undert e to erect a nc 
building. (32) 

f' renc Li rary 

hose esolutions can be regarded as th first igns of' any eal 

interest in the fu,ure of the Library. 

en the t o Co i ttees et on fovcmb r 26, the proposal , 1hich 

tllc oard put for a d, appeared to coincide 11 ,h those of t e Cow cil, 

ut the qucs ti on of the allocation of a portion of the College endo -

cnt as discuss d and held ov r. (33) Although the 'p .cial Co 

rcco ended the Council to place £1000 on the stimatcs fer 1937 38 

(3 ) a a subsidy :for the Library, and resolv d that a full and 

oiprehe v . r port, upon t e question o t.railo l' ing control of 
• 

he I,lbrary to the Council, sho d ·be pr p red by the Committee, in 

... onjunction with the Boara. o ' Govern.ors, no action m taken a once 

ore th, matter ~as allo ed to lapse . Al hougl1 ere is no defin.tte 

information on the matter, it appears as if it ~a· once aga n the 

u stion of the endo mients t at caused the deadlock. (35) Th r· ght 

f the Library to a share o~ the endowment was no longer challenged, 

ut the amount remained in dispute. 

It is an amazing fac that, although the Boord of Gove ors had, 

ince the early 186o•s, been trying to rid itself of its renponoib11-

i tie., to rards the Public Library, on the grounds of lacl-:: of finance, 

o satisfactory solution ad been arrived at nearly sixty yearn later. 

r hin state of a:rfairs suggest ...... that ei ~ber the finar.cial pos. tion, 

in the first instance, as not as scrinu~ us was mad out or else 

ibid p . 1081 . 
ibid p . 1087. 
bid p . 1095. 
'Pre~ " J«. nuary 2, 1937. 
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bat th Library could not receive ts juut due, beca ae of t e 

ina cial position. ro the :r ct set out so far, it cpp ars 

if t he latter alternative is more probable, and, o th tw nti h 

century dvanced, there can be no doubt that the financial position 

as becoming really desperate. Thus the atter as not allo ·cd to 

lapse for long before the oar once more callc attention to th 

position, when a deputation from it 1aited on the Fin nee Committc 

of t l1e City Council in June 1940. (36 ) The deput t ion p i t d out 

that the loss, for the preceding year, had been £412/10/,4 and that 

t ere did not appear to be any hop o:f imp1 .. oving t hose :fi ures, nor 

t·a t :poss.'...ble to carry on under such co di tion • ln stating it 

cao , the eputa,ion pr~1u1od eome interesting fi res hich sho·ca 

th t upward of a t housand percons visited the Reading oo every 

day, hile a da ly average of four hundred made use of the f crence 

Libr y, and about on. hundred children used the Juvenile Lib a.ry . 

"'hose :figure" sho.e<l. that about 1500 people used he free ·octio 

OJ. the library ea h day - and, it .as pointed out, that tl ce 

quarters of the floor space of t he building was cvotc to the free 

service . In 1939, t e City Council's donation to t Libra11 y had 

been £400 and, ~ith their oi'lll funds 'all n and t e Library under­

nt fed, the depu ation was sure t ha t c Council 1ould l"Calise the 

impossibility of' attc pti:i g to carry on. Tho }inance Co ittee 

decided to hold over the queotlon or a grant for consideration ith 

t he Estimates, 'nd, in the meantime, to recomm.1d the Council to 

approach the Board 1ith a view to the Library b~ing transferre to 

t he Council. 

36. C. C. C. Vol . 69, p . 21531. 



At a ubsequent conference, to discuss the que tion of transferr-

ing the Libr ry, the College representatives table copy of he 

roposals put forwar by tho College Council on Octob r 6, 1936~ 3JJ 
basis for discussion. These proposals stated th t the College 

uuthori tie>;> :rould be prepared to transfer the Libr y to the City, 

ubject to certain otipulations, one of hich as that he College 

should bo adequately represented on the ne governing body of the 

Library. Because or he fact that the City 1ould be acquiring 

aosets valued {at a very conservative estimate) bet een £30,000 and 

£}~0,000, the College also insisted that, iithin a iv n period, 

substantial improv ento and additions should be made to the Library. 

Recognising that certain difficulties might arise,{3B) the College 

Counci l sug ested that the best solution, for the i .d1ate Jresent, 

appeared to be that the City should contribute not less 

year to1ards the Library and shoul have a share in its control, and 

t hat, in the meantime, the goner 1 public ohould be educated to the 

idea that tile Library should be ri htly o 1ncd, supported, and 

administered as a City asset. In this case, the question of the 

allocation of the endo ent revenue 1ould not arise until th 

ultimate transfer or the Library, at som, future date. 11th these 

proposals providing a basis, four decisions 1ere m de, as follois :-

1. 'That the City Council be recorrunended to set up another 
tanding Committee, to be known as the Libraries Co 'ttee, ·ith 

po\' er to co-opt members o:r the Canterbury College Council. • 
2. "That the City Council be recommended to undertake subot tial 
improve cnts after the war, and that, in the meantime, and ao 

37. c.c.c. inutes of Bylans, Finance and Departmental Committee~, 
p.4722-23. 

38. viz, the City Council may, in good faith, have ucccpted the 
transfer on the above conditions, and have had the necessary 
legislation passed, and tlen found itself unable, ftcr having 
acquired the Library, to carry out building improvements. 
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required, improve ents be decided upon, detail~ to be diocusa d 
at a further Conference and ratified by both Councils concerned." 
3. "That the representatives of the City Council agree in 
principle to an annual grant being made by the College Council 
out of the revenue derived from the high country runs, the 
amount of these ants to be determined at the iscretion of 
the College Council . " 

4. "That the City Council should give f'urther consider tion, 
during the year, to the possibility of increasing the gr nt from 
he City Council." (39) 

llien the matter again crune under discuosion, on. December 17, 

1940, a deputation from the College Council aited on the Finance 

Co 'ttee and presented a statement of the public library situation 

in Christchurch, as compared ~1th other cities, ~ith ouggestions 

for improvements . <4o) In the first place, it was sugreste that 

the City Council should consider contributing a sum of money to lards 

the maintenance of the free departments of' tle Libr ry, ith a 

smaller grant to th Circulating Department, to enable the ubscript-

ion rate to be lo ered. If this course as adopted, the City 

Council would receive representation on the College Library Con 

The second proposal suggested joint control by tl1e t 10 Councils , 

through the medium of a special library board. Under thi system, 

the free departments 1ould remain unaltered but, if the City raised 

a library rate of £6000, it ~ould be possible to reduce the sub-

scription for the Circulating Department. Also, if this scheme 

as adopted, it was proposed that the suburban libraries ohould 

beco e branches of tl1e central library, 1i th trained librarians in 

charge, and the existing library committees should be reduced to 

c.c.c. inutes of Dylaws, Finance and Depart ental Committees, 
p. 4746 . 
C. C. C. Vol . 70, p. 21912. 



. al l oub-co ttees to rcprcs~nt each libr ry • The 1: nal 

uggestion put ror r , by the Colleg , 1as ror compl te control of 
. 

he Library by the City, but 1th d quate represc~ntation for 

anterbury Colleg on the man ging board, b caus of he ndo mi nt • 

nder this syst m, it as proposed th t the City should rai e a 

libr ry rate of about £12,000 a.nd male. all depar ents free at the 

central library. The ouburban libr ri should also be de f reo 

ranches or the central lib1•ary and tho exi ting voluntary co i tt a 

hould- cease to function, as soon ao th branches were or anised and 

brou ht into the systc • Thi final roposal r pr ts, of cours , 

th ideal library u t-up or a large city. t r h vin de th se 

proposals for the future control of th Library, t e report procc d d 

o discuss the po ition 1ith re ard to the condition or ,he Canter-

ury Public Library at that tim • In sug eoting thut th Libr y 

n cded remodelling or partly rebuilding, it mooted th idea o he 

stablishracnt of a new Reference Libr ry on the C bridge Terrac 

rontage, and the intro ction of a stack room (41 ) in th old ef r-

nc Library. It was finally resolv d that two alternative proposal 

should be placed berore the City Council, for an expression of opinlo 

on tho-policy involved. - (a) "That tho C nterbury Public Library ho 

anded over to the City Council which 1111 a sume respon ibility :for 

ito f'uture maintenance" and (b) "That the City Council make a 

£2000 to the College Council for the Library, and the College Council 

i;ill guarantee to carry on and give good aervice to the Public." In 

the event o:f propos 1 (b) being adopted, it was uccid d that adequat 

'ho purposco or a stuck roo is to reliev the shelves by provid­
ing stora e sp ce for lesser u ed books. The shelf po ition of 
such booko is indicat d in the catalogues. any erican librnr. 
h ve only 10,000 to 20,000 books on the sh lves while th ir stack 
rooms often cont in ov r 100,000 volumes. 
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epre o~t tion, on ·he Li r ry Co 

itY Council. 

tte , oul be arr d or th 

tte report d to th City Council on he en the Fin nc Co 

follo ing vening,< 42 > tho.t, in th 

(a ) eing opted, tho C ty Council shoul t kc t o 

v nt of propoual 

ntial te 

t o ve the n.c esary legislation pr p red, an shoul u ti 

t ho Colle~ Council for approval. How0vcr, hen the City Council 

,t to consid r th tter arly in 1941 , it was cc ded 'th t 

u c tion (b) be doptcd, pe d:' th conclu 1on of h ar.' (43) 

·ter th incv1tabl lay, a lett r 1a r c iv d, by h City oun 

(44} f'rom the R gi tr , tnting th t the p oint nt o 0 

pr sentat.iv s o th Co cil on th Libr ry Co tt had been 

rov , and asking 1·0 their nam a to b forward d to th Colle • 

ouncillors G. nninfh • Lyons, n 

the Colle e Council had al e <J:y r cciv d grant 

appointed and, a 

£20 0 (~5) :fro 

t h City, the n c ie e was thu completely eat blishod. o, ftcr 

11ost oevcnty ye a, ;h City Council had ov rco its f'inanc1al 

crupl · and made 1orth hile contribution to th Library. 

ntil the conclusion of th , there a no ch n in the 

y tom nd the Library was subsidised by a grant o £2000 ch year 

r om the City Council. But thi ccioion rks the end of' the 

. econ ph s n the history or the Libr ry • ith th D cl r tory 

nt of 1912, thoro 1as 

C.C.C. Vol 70, p.21912. 
ibid Vol. 71, p.21933· 
ibid Vol. 72, p.224~1. 
inut a of yl , inanco nd D.part ·ental 0 1 tte p.4761. 
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f the Libr ry's ri ht to a share or tle no nt, in th. v nt o 

ontrol being trans err d, - but, at that t ge, the City CoWlcil 

e no attempt to }>rornote the Library by financial assist nco, b in 

ontent to let it det riorate, b cau e of the Coll ge' financial 

Th burning point, in th next g n ration, 10s the 

the Libr ry's hare or the endo nt, an , until this 

as deci d, no settlement ras po aibl • c u e of th 

ifficulty or tho problem, and th concern of the 1hol country Tith 

• fighting of the ar, the to bodies ent red into negotiation i1 

pirit of comp omise 1ith th r sult thnt suti factory 1orking 

reement was re ch d, until uch ti it 1a possible to t an f r 

the Library to the City. This spirit of compromiae, unf'ort ately 

absent in past negotiations, lends to ~he c ne a touch or 
optimism. .A:f't r almost a century of financial difficultie , 

ho Library coul at last look forward to a future of ever irproving 

crvicc to th public, ithout fear of probabl etrenchrncnt v ry 

\7 y .ars . 

an hile, there occurred a number of internal changes and events 

hat cannot be omitted. In ay 1942, fire occurred in the ca ing 

y f'ilcs of n w pap n were burne • Ho i ver, had it not bef .. n 

rilliant save by men of tho Emergency Fire Service, who e c 

illeted across the street in the Y •• C.A., much mar u ge iould 

v been done . ( 1~6 ) As it was, th f iro was confin to the one room 

ich was reopened in Au st . A music aection, otarted 1th thir·y 

i ·ht volumes in 1905,(47) did not meet with much support but, in the 

• "Press", ~ay 4, 1942. 
7. ibid August 28, 1934. 
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iatter par of 1942, Dr. J.C. Br d h , the l t or ni t of the 

Christchurch Cat1edral and Profes or o 

prcsente to the J,ibrary six hundred vol 

itingS deali 1th music,(4B) thus m kl 

at C nt rbury Coll g , 

cs or nuscript nd 

the music ction on 

of hich any library would bo proud. 

ath the successful onclusion o he ar in Au t 191~5, it 

possible o reopen th question of n m4nt, an the first st p 

in the matter was taken by the Librarian, who, in his annual repor 

in July 1946, briefly outlined the conditions under hich he nnd his 

staff re rnrking. 

"For some time past have carried on · our ~ork in a building 
quite inadequate, an 1 nee at the book case till show that 
tller is congestion everywhere. T ma.ind livery d,uk is al o 
in dequate to he in~rc sing demand de upon it. P rh p it 
is not too much to hopo that in tle near future substantial 
extemdons to the buildi ill be mad o ~ that ne and i po i 
library building iill be erected. It io intcrc t ing to note th 
th len ing library room waa rcct din 1875, th r.fcr nc 
library in 1893, th public rea in room in 1901, ad the child­
ren's library in 1923, tho ~hole buil ing ll ving cost about 
£13,000. A city of the size and i wortance of Christch ch 
cserves som thing bett r than this in these mo ern times." (49) 

For once thc1"' as surprisin·ly little dclay 1 for in arch or ·he 

fol lo\oving year tn Financ Committee (5o) reminded the Coun.11 of 

the decision m de in 191 1 , (51') and a sub-co ttee rill ot up to 

diocuss with the College authorities the tramJf'or of h Library o 

th Council. 

When makin, his report for tho ub-co ttee, Councillor Lyono 

referred to the suggeste l. i lation d ...,tate tl .at the Coll. gc 

authori ties had allocated one half of tl e en o m1ent revenue to the 

48 . B.or o. 1943, p.20. 
49 . ibid 191~6' p. 22. 
50. C.C.C. Vol. 83, p.26723. 
51 . vidc supra n.43. 
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uscum an the re th been d1v1d d into five p rt or div r 

purposes . IIe had SU. e ted t hat ..;;om of th se purpos ha not 

been in exist nee hen th b que ts had been m de . (52 ) ut thi 

xtrc ely vague state icnt gave no accurate picture o the true tat 

of affairs . In 1946 the endo ent as divided b t eon t chool 

of inecring (£535), the School of Art (£130) - th t o bci 

to ether the ehool o Technical oci nee - he use (£1652) an 

the College Library (£50) . This ins a reprcscntativ y r for h 

period at"ter 1910 xc~pt ttw.t, until 1942, th Public Lib ry had 

received an annual grant vary1n from £90 to £700, (53) h~l , until 

t h t d te, the College Library grant ha n vor excce d £25 per ye 

Thus the only institution not contemplated by t he f ound rs of tho 

endowment had received an almo t n gligible grant (approximately . 5 

Th . e cnn be no doubt that the .uscum was bein maintain d at .ho 

expense of the Library, to a certain extent, but the Council's 

opportunities of reli ving the College's 1 inancial burden, i that 

re~pect, have already been emphasised. Councillor Lyons infer od 

t he Council that he had asked for £800 per ann for t h Library, 

but a compromise had been effccte at £480 1hich repr oented t o 

fifths o:f' the remaining half' of the endo nnont revenu • (54) This 

compromise was then ratified, subject to a similar ratification by 

• 

the College Council, which was soon ·orthcomin ·" accompanied. by a 

clause "That the Public Library, as a going concern, be transferred 

to the City Council, it being understood that co:n.siderablo cxpen itur 

5~. 
53. 

54. 

C. C. C. Vol. 83. p.26879. 
This amount had only been below £320 on eleven occasions, five 
of 1hich had be n uring the depreosion of t he arly thirtic • 
The t otal endol ent r v~nue s approximately '2400 during th 
1940' s . 
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oul ultimately be involv 11 1ts prop r development. (55) hough 

to he Council h d not foreseen the secon clauo iL r ol v 

cccpt the two clauses and inform th College Council that th y 

cccpted th responsibility of takin over t e Libr ry 1th th ull 

oiled e that its future evelopm nt old entail even reater 

liabilitieo than tho e then existing, and Lh t Ap il 1, following 

he empoiering legislation, rould be the most suitable dat fort 

ran fer to be made effective. 

'.Lhc vork of preparing the dra t copy of' the b 11 t.o b brou ht 

efore th General Assembly as detailed to • J'. Douga lJ, on 

nd Hutchison, the solicitors to CanterburYi Coll ge, who, on arch 

16, 1948, wrote to the City Cou cil nclosing the rart copy hich 

had alre dy been approved by the College Council.(56) In th main, 

th re were no complications in the bill (57) but the second section 

of clause seven, 1hich stated th t "The C nterbury ollege Council 

hall from time to time pay to the Christchurch City Council all 

• oneys recci ved by it f'rom the trustees, :f'or t e tir.i being, o:r he 

Will of J'ames Gammack, late of Springston, Far er deceased, under. th 

.rnm of' his 1ill, uch moneys to be applied for the benef'i t o the 

Circulating Department o£ tl e Public Library", "Tas oppo cd 11y th 

College authorities ~ho suggested that, as they 1ould have no urt er 

. alings with the Library, the reve ue from the G ck Trust slould 

b. paid to the City Council by the trustees. Ho:ever, a f rther 

letter to the City Council rom the solicitors state that the 

the Gamma.ck tate pref'erre the retention o ..,ection t;o 

C. C.C. Vol . 84, p.27109-10. 
inutes of Bylaw , lc'inance and De11art. ental Co i ttees p . 5292. 
ppcndix E. p.144. 



75. 

of clause seven in pref'etencc to the additional claus (clause 8), 

as proposed by the Coll ge Council. But the Fin nee Corruni t o 

r cco ended that the dra.:f't of' the Bill be approv d, ubj ct to the 

inclusion of clause eight as r co n ed by the Colleg 

and thi course aa adopted by the Counc11.<S8 ) th 

authoritie , 

Bill, th 

tlle inclusion of' Clause Eight, had no been pprove by both parti a 

concerned, it was ready to come b for Parliament, but, b for thi 

took place, tho Registrar ~rot to the City Council king if it 

1ould be convenient to change the date of' transfer from pril1 ,1949 

to October 1, 1948 and to this the Council agreed. 

Althou h the t~o Councils had agr ed on the :f'o m that t e ill 

should take, Mr. • • iVright, the solicitor to. the Gammack Estate, 

remained adamant on the inclusion of' the disputed clause. no fever, 

the City Council, after h.vin heard him state his caoe, decided to 

proceed 1ith the Bill as drafted, and to send Councillors Tait nd 

.anning to ellington to give evidenc , before the Corrunitteo of the 

House, in support of it, i'lith particular reference to the Garnmack 

E·tate.(59) en the Dill had been approved by the Local Bodies 

Co ttee or the House of Representatives, a letter was received 

from • S. G. Holland d.P . iil.formin,£ the City Counc 1 that Tr. right 

h d, during the consid r-..tion of the Bill, rai.,ed th question of' 

making the Library completely free. (GO) It was point d out to lr . 

Wright that the Connnittee had no power to do ao he su gested, and 

Holland promised to communicate 1ith the City Council, requesting 

that the question of' maldng the Library completely i'rce should be 

C.C.C. Vol. 85, p.27814. 
ibid Vol. 86, p.28271. 
ibid P• 2a1as. 
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carefully considered. hen inf'ormed that the inance 

·ttee had communicated ith r . Holland stating that it as the 

intention to review the rhole position in re ard to the 

library system in Christchurch, including the relationship of the 

suburban libraries to the Central Library, and that the proposal, 

t at the Central Library should be a "free 0 lib1•ary, ould e ta en 

into consideration, the Council approved the action that had been 

taken. ( 61 ) As there rnre no further points in dispute , the Bill 

assed in the second session of 1948 and _b ecame lai on Septc ~er 30. 

Although the City Council took official control of the Public 

ibrai•y on October 1, the actual ceremony of handing over control by 

the Canterbury College Council ~as not held until October 7. In 

ssuming control of the Library, the Council took over 72,600 books, 

alued at £21,000. Of this total, 30,500 were in the Circulnting 

epartment, 29,500 in the eference Department, 5000 in the Juvenile 

Library, and 7600 in the School Library Service, rhile the total 

umber or members was over 9000. <62 ) 

"This is a big step in the life o:r the Library", said the Chairman 
of the Canterbury College Council (Sir Joseph ard), ho presided. 

"The Library has been part of Canterbury College for nearly seventy­
fi ve years. In handing ov er to the City Council, ho ever, 'ljfe 
know that we are taking a step vhich will ensure that the good 
record of the library will be maintained. 0 (63) 

And so, after a struggle lasting nearly sixty years, the control 

o · the Library was finally decided. There can be no dou t that the 

was for the better as, with all due respect to the work done 

Y C nterbury College, lack of finance nearly al rays caused a break-

ibid. 
Adults, 6059; Children 3500. These figures do not include users 
of the Qchool Library Service. 
"Star-Sun", October 7, 1948 . 



f\.\.... TE.RF\T\O\"-l 5 "'-' \=\~oC..RE.55 
\950. 



77. 

undertakings . The City, ho ever, has much ider 

can thus provide Christchurch i th a I,ibrary such as 

of such high status, ithout the continual fear of lack 

finance lurking in the background. 

ithout fear of contradiction, it can be said that tpe Library, 

received by the Council in 1948, as not of a standard consistent 

a city of a~proximately 124,000 inhabitants . Yet, in the early 

of the Canterbury settlement, it would appear that Christchurch 

library of thich it could tell be proud. In making a rinal 

ssesoment of the responsibility for this lapse, two facts are extreme­

The College authorities, dogged rith financial worries 
1 

rere consequently unable to maintain all' the ins ti tut­

ions under their control at an adequate standard. They had o make 

between keeping them all at a mediocre standard and cnsurin~ 

that one or possibly two were maintained at the highest possible 

standard. Because they choGe the second alternative, they have beon 

"trongly criticised by persons, many of whom have been in a position 

to fami l iarize themselves with the facts of the case . All things 

being equal a fair-minded person ~ould tend to uphold these critics 

but it is at this point that the second outstanding factor assumes 

significance . 

:b'rom 1869 , before the Canterbury College acquired the Library, the 

Ci ty authorities had power to control the Library and to support it 

from the rates. The belated acquisition of the Library in 1948 

clironic shortsightedness on behalf of many earlier 

This view is certainly supported by the facts recounted 
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in th prcviou p cs a is cor obor t d by • 11, th p c nt 

Li r ian, ho, . n n rly 0 ty y I' rv c to th c ty, s, only 

in the la t Ci ht y ra or o, not1c d a f'ini t n th 

apathetic tt1 ude of th Counc l. 0 that th Ci y 0 th 

Libr ry, it la to b ho th t thi n co ti u • r 

si . ., of ext ns1v build ng ltcr t d th t llat1on of' a. 

o crn rof ereno libr ry cert inly ell for ti u .ure. iv n 

con inu d in rest, th ro ·ho ld b on to p v t Chr t,h c 

having a odern, E,11 cond tion libr "Y t an rly d t • u 

unat ly thi doeo not provide a. comp lot elution to th lib ry 

problem ror th ,xioting suburb,n libr rice, tot 11 ng f'ourt n ii 

have no organic connection ii i th each other or i th th central 11 r 

aturally this position has been a avatec.l. by the lay :ln h 

ocquioition of th central library by the City Council, for t ha 

obviously be n impoosible to inaugurate a centrali cd libr ry sys en 

until the main library has co un r public control. No doub th 

q e tion that pring to nd is the reason for tho protract d r 

of the Council to a s any share n the provioion of' an adequ t 

libr ry oervicc . It is impos~ible o state any dc£~nit r a on but, 

huving stu ied 11 the fact , i .ould be feasi le to sug oat that a 

likely annwcr doc er rge from the co us d mass of i cue 1o 

debates . Stated plainly, 1 t i7oulc appear tha·t; t e i ty Council~ 

n number of years preferred to tolerat a poorly equipped libr ry 

which involved no burden on the rates rath r th to u port an 

adequate library by an annual sub ldy. Although this opinion 1ou1d 

so Jm haroh to the casual observer it. is, neverth les ·, a truism, 

Now Zealand local bodice arc notorious f'or the t ght hold they 
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public purs , and for their r luct nc to v to sho 'I 

rati . incr as s at the triennial loctio • In 1908 loc 1 o 

er gi vcn pow r to levy a library rate, not 

potmd, {G4) 1hil in 1938 tho u por 1 mit ~a 
et tl o Chri tchurcl1 City Council, since t i 

xc o ing p nny 1n 110 

raised to t1op nc • {65) 

ov r ·he C nt ury 

public Library, has levied a libr ry r te of' only .17256 of' 

1n the pouhd while th " nt collected (£6364/8/1 O) repr o nto only 

.00848 per cent of the total rate. (66 ) And o, ror the ant o:r a v ry 

~11 library rate, the Canterbury Public Library 1a allo:red to 

cteriorate to a ere shado or 1 ts :ror 0r gni:f'ice.tlc , an th 

uburban libraries ,; ~r llo ed to dev lop n a haphazard c 

which rnili tatcd against tl oir rendering the best po oible se vice to 

t he 1m lie. Now that the City Library hao b en acquired by the 

eoplo o:r Chl. .. i..,tchu1~ch, it should be :pos ibl to take i d: te t 

to rect £y this si tuat on, but, until the library oy tcm s ccntr li 

rat least co-ordinated,_ the position iiill, perf'or e, i .. e ln f'ar 

.. tisf' ctory. . It is to an unc eratandin · o the roi.:rt l and :lna. equacy 

of this system th t we mu ... t now turn our attention. 

tatutc oi' e,, Z eland, 1908, No . 124, cction 90. " unicipal 
Corporations Act . ' Thia applied to all publ c i)rarics . The 
"Public Libra i, .Act11 1869. ( vide supra Ch. 2 p. 21.+) u I>li d only 
to f'rce libraries. 
ibid, 1938, No . 3., Sec ·on 8 . "Junici'Pal Corporation) Amen .ent Act. 
c.c.c. atin~ Department. 
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On ny 24, 1867 th res u nt 0 • Alb ns m'l htotoun 

met he house of ~r. Tom L is to conni r th t1on o a 

r utual Improvement Association. 0 thiu s 11 tho 

Chr stch ch sub b libr· ry syste veloped. <1 > 

cnth 1 ..:. , he ch m de r pid pro 0 an , le ont 

lat r, t ne·ly t:orm d ocicty rec iv h tltl of' ction 

311 on th p or the City urv yor, a girt f'ro • illiwn 

'oor, (2) to be used as a 0 i te or a cad·ng Room nd Libra.i:y. 

sholll b point d out a.t his s ,a lat th 1br y ot he 

o y objective of tle A ociation 1n ch at lihc mutual i 

ent of' ts m mb r by moans of' cl sac for pcci 1 tudios, 1 t 

ding , nd i cus on. A com ri on rli th th f:lnit on of a 

chanics' inoti tutc, p oaring onrli ,r, will hm1 v ~ry i · tt.le 

for nc • (3) L1~o ts counter rt·1n the City, it ias ~nt .n cd 

It 

to be c • cntially 1orkin - en'a or ani tion, the b cription b 

c alf'-cro m per nn (4) ni ,n th Aaeoci tion m f'or lly opened 

on October 28, 1867, r. Cutler declare that the C 1 tc 

cch ics' I 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

1tut had been ere 1,he mrki 

utual Imp ov m nt soci tion. 

n 
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ne\1 Institute 1ould cet 11th a much greater easure ot: 

But disillusio ent ca e on November 12, 1869 hen the 

in vie1 of the u atisfac ory state of the Society's 

agreed, by otion, to adopt the only ·lternativo of' handing 

0ver the deeds, bookn, building, and o.11 other property to the 

trustees . (G) Pollo in this startling disclosure, the committee 

resigned in a body leaving a debit balance of about £10. Ironic lly 

enough the Christchurch Institute still continued to exi t, althou h, 

financial position 1as pr carlo s . 

After a lull of just over a year, a public nectln ms held in the 

Reading Room, on Dece iber 28 1870 to reorg nise the Society by 

officers.(7) It ould appear from the inute Book that 

a continuous existence as maintain d :rrom this d te . This io 

substantiated by a letter to the Editor of the "Times' in July 1873, 

(B) which expressed surprise at a propooal, brouuht foriard at a 

meeting of the St. Al ans esleyan Church, to e~tablish a library for 

the district in a building used for the district school, which ~as 

soon vO be vacant. Th .riter declared that, for six years past, 

St. Albans had boasted a public libr ry, in a room built by the 

Mutual Improvement Asoociation, which had received two liberal grants 

from the Provincial Council. On the follo ing day J . L. ilson, one 

promoters of the ncr scheme, oto denying the existence of a 

library in St . Albans, declaring that ·he existing institution 

Knightstown. (9) In order to prevent confusion, it is advisable 

clarify the nomenclature question now. Knightnto n was merely a 
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part of the St. Albans district and the Knightstom libr ry as t t 

founded by the St . Albans utual I prove nt Association in 1867. 

At a meeting of residents in Au st,<10> it as decided to abandon 

name of Knightstown and to co e si ply a portion of S • Albans . 

en a public eeting as held to co ider the establishment of a 

reading room and library on July a,< 11 > he Chair n ( r . J . L. il on) 

said that doubtless the meeting :'fas a are of £5000 voted by the 

Provincial Council to assi t old and stablish ne reading roo and 

libraries . He felt that the Institute should take adv ntage of this 

in his opinion, the library at Kr..ightsto·m 1as not 

centrally situated. Ho ever, the Knightstom librarian, • Fowler, 

argued that they had over 300 volumes, a co ortable room, and ev.ry-

thing paid for; but in spite of thi the meeting set up a committee 

establish a library. Stating tbe case for the Knightstown 

li rary , the Chai ian, in a letter to the ne spaper about a 1eek 

later , <12> declared that as far ae amalgamation as concerned they 

would be glad to receive the promoters of the ne society as members 

of their oun association but; as the land, building, and its contents 

were public property, they felt that they 1ould be doing an injustice 

to the inhabitant of the part of the district if they gave their 

sanction to removal to the schoolroom or to any other place . A 

joint meeting bet"een the committ s of the t~o societies proved 

fruitless, tho Knig1tQtown people remaining adanunt in their refusal 

to arnalgamate . <13) 'heir attitude appeared to be justified by the 

apparent lack o1' interest of the st . 

10. ibid August 6, 1873. 
11 . ibid July 9, 1873. 
~2 . ibid July 17, 1373. 
13. ibid July 19, 1873. 

bans people evidenced by the 
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very small attendance at a f ther public eeting, nd it even so d 

11 ely that it .ould be difficult to raise enou h money to claim a 

portion of the government rant. <14) Ho ever, by October 15, it as 

reported that £110 had been collected altho h it as r rked that 

an unpleasant feature ias the apathy of 

benefit the library 1as projected. (15) 

ho e i"or hose 1 diate 

iihen the utual Improvement 

Association held its annual meeting a fe days later, r. oor, a 

vice-president , remarking upon the high standard attained by the 

library, said that not only as it t e pioneer of uch institutions 

country districts in the province, but it as also the best suburban 

lib ary in Canterbury. He declared that an ~ttempt to start a rival 

1i rary in another part of St. Albans would only sei ... ve to xci te 

to rene:ved energy.<16) But tl1e rival society continued in 

of its goal and, in mid-December, it ras announced that a site 

had been acquired, plans ere to be dram, and the building com."Tlenced 

in the near future. (17) 

Herc 1e leave the ot. Alb district for tho pre ent and turn to 

tle other districts surrounding Christchurch. The month of July 1873 

witncsocd a tre ondous quickening or interest in the library sphere, 

\7 i th public ectings at Papanui, Sydenhrun, 1'foolston, Addington, 

ilal tham, and Ne / Br1gh ton. At Papanui the question as hether to 

erect a new library and re din room or ihethcr to improve the exist-

' ing one which had been established in the Church or England schoolroom 

about seven years earlier, but ihich, after a some~hat precarious 

existence, had been compelled to close, being revived d~ring 1872.<1a) 

11~. ibid Septeniber 18, 1873. 
15. ibid October 4, 1873. 
1 • ibid October 7, ·1873. 
17. ibid December 20, 1873. 
18. ibid July 16, 1873. 
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rn Sydenham (or the Colombo Road District) a eeting as called by 

the School Committee rho con.sid~rod it their duty to extend the 

advantages of education to the adults of the diotrict rather than 

to coni'ine their efforts solely to children. Even at this early 

stage in Canterbury's history some or those present spoke in ravour 

the establ1 hment of a rree library but ~t as eventually decided 

levy a subscription cf two shillings and sixpence per annum.( 19 ) 

would appear from the report of the meeting at oolston that a 

library already existed and, as at Papanui, the quest·on ~as one of 

location. <2o) The meetings held at laltham, <21 ) Addington, <22 ) o.nd 

Brighton <23) all envisaged the establishment of ne libraries in 

their respective districts although the rirst was called largely as a 

protest against the earlier meeting in Sydenham. 

The question hich immediately springs to the reader's mind is, 

the reason for this sudden zeal. The impetus, it ~ould 

ras the availa ility 6£ financial assistance. lany of the 

provinces, especially in tho North Island, were in ave financ~al 

straits by 1873 but Canterbury, although beginnin, to feel tne 

consequences of a period of inf'lation, 1as still probably the richest 

province in the colony, and, like Ota. o, was idely renowned for its 
I 

to education. This fact supplies the ans\7er to the question, 

June 14, 1873 tho Provincial Council made a grant of £5000 

"for aiding in establishing new and assisting existing Public Libraries 

Clubs, and Institutes in country districts."( 24) Hence the rush 

19. ibid July 17, 1873. 
20. ibid. 
21 . ibid July 25, 1873. 
22. ibid July 24, 1873. 
23. ibid August 1, 1873. 
2Lh Journal or the Cante_ bury Provincial Council Session XXX1 X, June 

14, 1873 p.115. 
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divide the spoils 

the end of July. 

hence, also, a scathing letter in the "Times' 

Every issue of your valuable paper contains a report of a ceting 
held some here or other, for the purpose of taking oteps to ards 
the establisbm nt of a library in such and such a district, and 
in nearly every case, e find a reoolution 'carried unani ouslyf, 
to the effect that the sum of £200 or 250, and in some cases 
£300 or £400 be applied for, etc. fro the grant of £5000, to ards 
establishing libraries in country districts ••• I should think the 
Government will have at least seventy applications for aid to 
consider, ••• and one feels a little curlou to know ho1 all arc to 
receive the aid applied for ••• " (25) 

As this account is only concerned with those libraries no~ in the 

metropolitan area it would be irrelevant to digreso with regard to 

small district.-. th1•oughout he province hich clamoured 

to feed at the public crib, but it is of interest to record that four 

days after applications closed the number of applicants had reached 

seventy-five. <26 > Faced ith the colossal task of ensuring that 

every district should be treated accordi g to its merits, the 

Provincial Council set about dividing its grant in a workmanlike 

manner, laying do~m a definite principle ror library grants . All 

sites for library buildings ere to be vested 1ther in the Superin­

tendent or trustees with the declaration tho.t they wer for the 

p pose of public libraries and that tho books or other property 

ould not be alienated, but held for the benefit of the inhabitants 

o' the respective districts. ~hen these conditions 1cre co plied 

i th, the Government ms prepared to grant a pound for pound subsidy, 

varying in amount according to the population of the district, 

together lith a ant, not exceeding £50, ror the purchase of books. 

(27) 't ~'-en the final distribution figure.., were announced, Papanui 

25. L •• July 29, 1873. 
26 . ibid August 8, 1873. 
27. ibid Au st 20, 1873. 
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iv d £100 an t . Albans, 1th 
' 

i ton 200 ch, :rhi 

f o r r c v ·r nt 0 £50 '£or 00 
(28) 

00 on l s ot 

b cause it d olrc dy b. n d Cid d o ab on th 1 'U of 

hin a libr ry I (29) hil not 1n h r 0 t c 

ton sc th t it I y be d tl t 1 0 

on.d hrou 1 ck o popul r upport . It oul al o appe r 

the Gov.r ont did not onai er ht th Colo lbo o D1"'tr·ct 

tro libr rioo nd ecided in favour of one at ~ ltha . Of 

libr ries ntioned earli r, c r1 ,h on s the only on 

1 not apply or gr nt . Thua en th • provi .cl sy t 

a abolished in 1875 tl 01· ere iv an l br rio in 

istch ch - at P panui, l h l, .w l"i hton, an t o t t . 

Al hough th re rcrc a numb r of li r I·ies c t bli.;hed, pcci lly 

ain centres, efore 1875, h ir o th a er th t yo r :r a 

tly fncilit ed by t.o Actu o h ncral A so ly. Tl ~ir t 

of the e, the "Publ · c J,,ibr rieu Po 1ero Act," 1875, (30) proviued th· t 

roup of p oplc not less than ten in n r, having sub eribc 

0 le ....... than .20, coul k a .c ra ion of their intention to 

bliuh a public l:i.'br ry or a chani s' in ... titut t plac . 0 b 

c ·n t cc • t laid on the ncco ry proc ur for o 

i· bing uch n inntitution nd d provision for cxls .ing libr ri 

.o bcco e incorpora c under th Act . on its o ;m thia Act i o:r 

li ti.le i nific nee but 1 t 'I s ollo o ye r · a r b .he 

u blic 1es Act"(31 ) hich set • an ann 

28. pt mb r 3, 1873. 
29 . July 19, 1873. 
30. ut s of Zc d, 1875. No.88, p. 373. 
j1 . 1877. o. 47, p . 363. 
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ant to tho 11 r ri u port by ither t e 1 9 t (32) 

Thi nt to b portion d 0 1 vcr 1 

1 iriot cc or ing to on. o tho o libraric , 

rily corn.pl 'y f ' 
up ort r t pro vi 0 o'f: th 

c tl r to qu .o th t un 

libr ry rat , th ceiv d by hos up port un er th 

latter Act m i th 1 er t:Lon of' th UC ti on o r • sion 

11 libraries st bli be or upporte u th Act o 

op n to th public f're of c r , provi ed hat only tho p 

contri uti t 1. ot f'v shilli y r haul be cnt tl to 

of' any such libr ry . Un or thi yst m it b c cuuto 

open small r a in I oom to he public ·hilc the r err t c 

r r ms run on a cubocription Si • o tlr or 1869, 

nd 1877 sot t p tt,rn or Ne Ze 1 nd libr ry gro1th. Thy 

ap c red to b very qu t i th t h y rovide a govcrru nt 

subsidy an also avo the opportunity ror tle 

librari s if an 1 ore csired. 

t 11 llln nt of frco 

In ccord nco 1itl he prov1 io o the c Act , t o first gov r-

rant of' £5000 a de in 1878 nd the C ristch ch libraries 

ich bon fitt f'rom it / re r ghton, Pap nui, St. Alb , t . 

utu 1 A aoci tion, an 1th . (35) Ith d n t pulat d 

1875 Act t t 11 librari s o!'l or incorpor t d under it 

cpooit 1th the R iatr r of t . uprc. Co t in t eir 

rovinc a copy f the eel r tion of t e1r intent o ' 
nd until 

ao ono th y "houl not be eligible for ov r nt nt. o 

1 it lOUld b oonnble to to f i ouch r t 

" ublic L1br ri ct. t vide p . 21 • 
to J . 1878. l-1F. 
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Court, , th or , to t bl h 0 x c t 0 

or oh 1 r y ro th • nf'ortu y he 1 no 

of' ,h v nt de cl r tions in e ilcs o upr. Court 

1 tch ch. (34) ocau of' th nee o r ot r 

i i 0 1b e to 0 f'or tio 0 numb r of 

librari ( n t 1 t c 
' 

01 ri ton), but i not 

it mi t a.pp ar t ir t e h ' f'o ad q cy or 

quacy o st. is r lly 0 uch c tor 1 port . This 

r 1. l>l ourc l};>O ibl t iv a pr. 1 a 

0 ho h 0 t n ubur an 

rio. in t Ch:l'i tch ch tropo t n area. o ev r, v n i 

n oe ary i 0 s to han uch an ccount OU bo 

i if' not t. iou , Ior o.lmo 1ltho t ,x ption, . e libr r 0 

t'o lo c a d i'init p t n of 0 • 

on th Cant rbury ettl ont com 1 t d . t r t if 

, l'O t 11 only five uburb n li.br rie - but ot the ori in 

By sp cia loc l ct in 1 93, t old Kn1 htato m I~ibr ry 

transf err d to t p ople or t . lb s t'or th p p e of' 

n 1 br ry, (35) 00 tho.t t enc .rorth t . lb 

library. n 1886 th c 1 Brigl ton L ·brary 

overrun nt subsidy until 1912;(3G) pr.a bly t , l.br ry 

in th ·nt r • Ho rover h lane 1 s ' 

p . 49 • 0. 23. (Loe 1) 

ha 

1 

1 
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oolston in 1899.(3B) Also duri th period before 1900 a 

library at Spreydon received government grants from 1884 to 1886. (39 ) 

There as no i nution of activity ith the tur of the cen 

and the f'irs t e 1 bra1•y to appear wa., t at t Sydenhrun. 1 thou h 

a public meeting had been held to discuss the tter in 18 3, (40) 

nothing eventuated until 1903 hen tlo =>ydenham ca ing oom<J nd 

creation Club ere open di the old oroug1 Chru be a. (41 ) 

about four years a motion as passed th , bee u cf huollgan-

on t the youn er members , the sset of the club ho ld be 

co ittce for the purpose of formi g a p lie h nded over to 

11 bra1"'y. ( 42 ) Accordingly, on !.ovcmber 26, 1907 , 11th a member:; ip 

of about 150,(43) the ydenham Public Library wns incorpor ted "for 

the purpose or p1)oviding suit ble reading , recr tion and entertain-

mcnt for he 1 embers . " Annual subscriptions er fixed at eight 

s i l.lirigs for men and six shillings f'or \Vomcn, t e r en to have access 

to 1.he billiard roo • (44) The manner of f'ormation of this libra.1~y 
a.iv r · a so ic-..;li t from the general pattern, but tl at 1hich follows 

be regarded as typical of those hich have been for ed in more 

recent years . 

On the last da of April 1909 a mcetizg .as called by t4e Lin.ood 

Citizens' Associat ion to discuss a proposal 

a public lil rary. (li5) • r . G • us sell . 
Council lad ut the um of 

1-i. • L. l • June 1 , 1 38 3. 
!1, Old inute book t oyd nha Library. 
42. ib c"t . 

. p . 

~40 

for th os t.abl..:...,lunont of' 

informed tho~e pre ent 

on i ;) estimate.., "'or the 

4. o ~ ticn ~rom fr . C. Pollard. 
4l • 1.s the only libr .. ry in 1hich ho u bscrip Gion in not 

all u .s. 
1909. 
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of to 1 libr y t Lin100 d d 0 f th of 

o ol Lin oo Co cil Ch b r t corn r n , but th 

0 of r a 1 it had not y roh 31, th, 

tho f n nci 1 yo o v r, ltho h co l no l in-

it ly, 1 ur t th £40 oul till be v i bl 

1 tl 1 annu 1 r nt of 25 fro th c· y Council . h, s, 

110 hr th ortio of .h nn l nt ry ant (p ob bly 

about £10), 1oul be u1'£ic nt o 

r . 11 . t th r 

p ovi o 1 co 

o cil th t th buil 

op 

oul b 

(46) 

suburb 

5969 v 1 

libr ry, 
(47) 

t • 

ich by 1917 ha 

t bli h oo li rary 

ct o nu y he 

r c fro. t 

v 11 bl or 11br 

Th s a ata li'ho 

792 mb boo , tock of 

It ill hav n o rv d th t, at the i ugur·t1o oft e 

Li 1ood Libr ry, •• Russ 11 ok of the usual annual gr nt 

fro th City Council . .l i s de in 1908 w n the 

>Yd n11 Li r r 1ro e r ques in :fi noial aoo st nc • (4B) lh n 

r co n in rant of £20, the Finance Co · tt dvio d th t it 

s oul not b t ken ~ a pr c .dent a thoy were of h opi ion t t 

ch institutions shoul be self upporti (49) Ho CV r, n 1910 

th inr.mce o itt co ndc that imilar um o prcviou 

y, r (£200) b pl c don th Cuti a by 'I y of' oun f'or pound 

n 1ibr ri T ec 
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Council ·hich, 1lile steadfastly refusing to devote one penny 

of public funds to the maintenance of ·n equate city library, as 

quite 7illing to pend £200 (and later more) each year on grant to 

suburban libraries! Such inconsistency does not reflect credit on 

the city rulers . 

In 1912 the New Brighton Library as revived,(51 ) and in 'cptember 

a library as opened at Rcdc l iffs in a vacant butcler's shop . ( 52 ) 

ovcrnment subsidy ceased in 1915, excep t in "1o•e dist ictd 11th 

th n 1000 inha itant , and, under ,hiG nc yste , \ dclif s 

., lone con·~inued to participate, ~ u ,bis grant s al o en J l 1917 

(53) a d R~dclifL - like dUl'!lner, Nev B 1ghton, and Papanui - being 

out.., ide the city boundaries, recci ved no aubsidic , laving to ana e 

entirely on subscriptions and voluntary labour . ith th, concluoion 

of the ;var, a third attempt as made to establish a library in 

Addington, this time ·1i th ore succe o. (54) A site · as ought and 

paid for by t he people or Aduington and the City Council erected a 

building for t he library. (55) Thus by 1922 the City Council was 

subsidising librarie.., at Addington, Linwood, St . Albans, Sydenham. 

altham.and .oolston, in addition to c rying out building renovations 

lterations ihen cquircd. In fact, in 1 922~ a completely ne~ 

li Jrary n1ilding as erected in St. Albans on the aole condition that 

th building and books i'leI'e to be i sured by the Council, the premiums 

be ing paid by the Library. (5G) 

. z. A to J . 1912 et s-..q. 
Personal infor ation from r . S. ~etteley • 
• z. A to J . 1915 et seq. 
'or first attempt vidc sup a p . 86. he second attempt in 1914 

. ..:. postponed on ac oun t of the var· . 
P rnonn.l .:.ni'ormati•)n f'rorn ~r . R. • Flintoff . 
UhI•i..,tchurch City Council Of'ficers' Reports . 1922, p. 15. 
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of t . artins ith the object of applying to the Ci y 

council f'or a hall for the dis '.rict. The Council replied tha tley 

could not s.e ·heir 1ay clear to build a hall, but, if a si .e s 

secured, they cul con lder b ilding a lib:r. ry. A committee as 

formed forth~ith nd, as the result of a canv ss, enroll d 161 

0 everal members a vanced the neccusary cunt to pay 

the d~poslt on the site and on February 5, 1927 t he of.' ic1al opening 

took place . (57) io years late1• the residentf:I of B ~c.kenham started 

a lil)rary in an .mpty shop but, in 1931 the ..,ow ell obt-.ined a :t"_ --~e 

sect ·.on from he Government, and let a cuntra.:t f'ot• t'1e rect.ion of' 

a library in brick and .inf'orced concre'·e, at a cost of £995· (5B) 

This b ildi as officially opened on uep ember 12, 1931 . 

.1eam"hile, in 1928, about half a dozen people had met in the 

p vilion at 3pre raon to di cuss the possibility of st.,.rtin?; 

a library. .As "tre.n~e and Co. ·ere giving up bucineno in the city 

rerc csircue of di~posing of tho'r staff library of' 1000 boor~, 

!Vas agreed to purche.se these, each member lendin £5 . (59) In 

1929 a grant of £120 vas rec ivcd frorn the City Council to convert tho 

Sprcydon Council Chambers into a library, ith the result that it 

poMsible to hold the official opening on June 13, 1930. (GO) 

In 1936 +he Ci y Ccuncil mad0 a grant of' R.250 to the Canterbury 

Public Library; tie f'.lrst farthing ot: public money ever o have been 

expended on that in·titution. (G1 ) Yet, in 1935, bcsiue~ subsidies 

r.a . 
59. 
Go. 
61 . 

J . F.. •• Jones and • Holland "ot. far'i 10 Public Li rar;y'; Chriotchurcl 
lliitcombc & io b Ltd. , 194n. P.4-5. 

C •.• c. Of'ficer ' Reports, 1932. 
Per"onal informntlon f'rom ltr. H. C. Eaton. 

·nutes of pr y o"'l T.i'brary. 
vide supra C~. 3, p.64. 
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sub rb n llbr ri the Council financed lterations nnd 

at ydenham, St . Albans, ~ ltham, Lin~ood, and Beckenham, 

on enlarge ents at 0 t . artins, and approved plans for 

the erc:;ction of a library t Opa at an tim ed cost of £1500. 

A library for Opa~a had been mooted by the Hillsborough Burgcooes' 

Associ tlon in 1929 but the Council refused to ake a immediate 

promise of u building. However, the er c t ion of tl e city• s youngest 

suburban library ms commenced in January 1936 and ;vas opened !'01· ,he 

1,oue of' boo s on June 1, (62 ) increasing the numl..,er• oi' surn.l:oan 

libraries d 1)endent on Council grant to eleven. 

· icium by or e of' the oubur'iH1n li r. ri .s o t he amount of 

r1n·1nciel assist.a.nee r ,cci ved f1·om tl e City Gotin ·· 1 w s anmmre by 

Andrews (Now Sir Ernes'L Andrews Kt. B., C. B.E. ) in "The Press" 

of April 8, 1936. (G3) L stated thaii in the p,riod 1925- 35 die 

Chr•ir>tc u1•ch City Council had spent £7262 in subsidie<>, £383 in 

repairs, and 4::>61 in tbe erection oi' ne. libr ry butldiri s - an 

av-er age exp ndi tur . of' .1 220 per .rear. But these fig res should 

lea dng a •tlc le 

c is~ue po·nted out, Then t' edit.or observe t .at n.; nui, 

an .Palmcr•n ton _ \;1•th , 

one si th, ,uc s ent mor tha:n. £10 0 pe ye r o t ir libraries, 

'J.i, ru, 'Ii th population of luss t. n 19,000, .:;:pen ti £2000 per 

He continue' that the lib1 .. ry rs.tee in Aue dund, v llington, 

nnd Dunedin produced ,10,000, £7000, and £5200 eap ct vely, and 

eluded by claimin_ ;hat ven Chr · s c~urch 1 s 

efllly . (G4) y 1945 the subsidy to sub r 

mall c:u.m as ·pent 

een 



- 5LJ\3Ul~BF\\"' L' BR/-\R\ES -

5YD£.NHP\M 



94. 

incrc s to 1700, altho 11, iith the a i· ion of e Bri hton to 

the city ::..n 1941 nd or umner and Redclif'f's in 1945, 1 ere wer 

fourteen 11b1"arics to be cat r d f'or from this a ount . he gr·nts 

gro. ed ucco1" ing to th size 01' the libraries o that the largest 

received £150 each hilc the small ot rec ivcd £60. (b5) It 

sccmo pertinent to ask :rhcthe1~ the Ci• y Council considered ·hat he 

sc vice provi~ed by the suburban libraries ias qual to that provided 

by, or · ,} :ch o ht to have been provided 'by, the centro.l ublic 

libral"Y• (GG) No atter hat the Cou cil thou~ht, it is obvious t'1at , 

in comparison to other ce tr·s, th ount devoted to the lib a y 

SY» tern enc 1 year was nt~rely inadequate . Ho ever, au the Council 

con ... ,idcrcc'l the oubur an li'braries o:t>th ov r t:>20,000 01 _ ublic mo ey 

in the period from 1925 o 1945, it ls imper ti vo that i'le is over 

the real v lue of th ~~ vice bcine r ndered. 

ir t leu us consider the nature or the system. 1th the 

p ti on or fools ton, each li i-•a1~y io mintai and se_ viced cnt ·rely 

olunteer 10bour. (G7) eu~h having, on an average, oev\.,;ntecn 

· rians of' hom approxi ately · f'ty per ce t . a re 10 en. All but 

R~dcliffs nd oolston are open six days a we k for n average of an 

hou and t. enty nutcs each day, al though aomc of t hem o.re open f'or 

three hours a day. ( 68 ) Conoidc i ; the volunteer n .tur of' the 

sys tern t ienc :figur•e are, indeed , very creditable a d he rrnbu1"'bt..n 

li i>aricn are co .endablc from the standpoint o ci vie intcrc::;t and 

ne.i. h o'UI'ly co- oper tion. Iio '/eve point out, t ey 
65. "Pl"CSG t Fe rt ry 10, 19l~7 . 
6 • y 191'5 the C uncil , !':i y to the C nterbu1"'y Public Library rmn 

£2 00 p .r ycr..r . 
G,. Al·hcu h mo~ p · 3~all honorariums to the Presi ent and Secretary. 
68 . The f'ig es in this paragr·ph av been conpiled :from a able 

pr p r cl by • . •. Duphof'f '"' . P . i 19h8j n copy of' 1l1ich 1u qt 
the Opa ,a I,ibra y . 



arc , l ike voluntc r flre ri ades, quite inadequate to the needs of 

a lar e city. (G9) It is only o be exp cted that volunt er orkers 

are l ittle intereuted in accurate and laborate catalo in and 

card-indexing. oreovor , th y have had no train n in buyin the 

better claos of liter turo or in culling out the old , disused 101 .. ks 

~ ic serve only to occupy valuable helf space . hon tle Clty 

L brary adds 5000 ne vol , e ... o he sh 1 vee of its circulating 

department skilled ha ds rapidly eed ou 45 0 volumes 1,.ich a no 

longer in de1 nd. (7 ) In this :nann"'r 1 t is os'·ibl to cr...su c a 

::itoa y supply of.' ne books ~i tllout being ~ra'Il ed t~or opace . But 

fi 'es and erGonal innpection sho th t any of the \;)uburban 

libraries, 1hilc en ur ~g a steady supply o odern liter ture , 

no lecL t_e equally import nt task or diaca ing the out-of-date. 

Hence hey f'ind themselves continually c1"amped f'or space and ca rying 

a ln.rg ., tocl{ of boors ,..( ich ay not h ve been in circulation for· t IO , 

t rce, or even five years . 

' he sucond in )Ol'tant cons idera ti on nus t s rel be the q_ucs ion of 

me .lberol ip . This question involves t e number of rremb;ro in _elation 

to the population or the a•ea served and the qu lification..; :for 

me bcrship . Apa:r•t f'rom a subscz•ip t1on varying f'rom nix to ten 

shilling;s per year , ( 71 ) Lher e is no cheer:. .on member"' hip ~ nd, i · one 

so wished, it ould be possible to belong to every library in 

<Jhristchurch. I ~ill be observed la these f:. ureo compare ore 

than f'avourably ·1i th those :t'or the Ci y Lib · ... ·y, !1 "c • , st l'7ed 

throuo;h municip ' is co welled to levy a "nubscrint-

69. :u.nn and arr . 011 . c·t . p . 22. 
70. PePsona ... inf'orm~t·on f'rom • ·.J. 11. 
71 . T1 ,sc aT', 194l3 fi l' n . 'l'he av · gc is 7/0~d . 
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ion of t n shillin r y • tiv n 

t ill tr t tic lly n 

(72 ) i ve 1 u ur loy lty 

0 tl 

of t 

n Oo, 

y t 

tt c 

ny 

nt, th t t jor ty of r nta r r 

r o 11 r ry, ev n ot ,r i 11 ltly or ,o 

o atron1 

ibl • ( 3) 

me 

r 

t it 

th t th 

t t h .ctiv n o ny o ~ 1 r ry c e n ly 

on ble d r o ac ur oy. Of cour ust b 

t otal po ul t"on igu.re f'or ch are at r 

cali 

ho 

po ition i not uite ceful t at 

t h fi r ho v riation t om 1 2.1 t • 

a 1 in 3.6 t Opa a to 1 in 23. 6 t Lin oo , 1 1n 26 . 6 

ydon, and 1 i 47. 5 at lool on, · it el o n ry on th 

to • 

r t 

t 

o ev r, it · not oa ibl 0 1 q t ly th t · e of 

on i hou e i lGo l tl robl m o a· ri ut1on. 

,1 nc t tl 1 s ic ont to v 1 ot o ly i iculoua 

th, r .a t rr c cnt l ut also ho 1 o bl 11. i to 

an c fectivc cov r ·o of the city. The v ry ac t ibr r-

n t . rtin n Op ~a s rv 1551 2385 spoctiv ly 

'lhil tho c in t . Alb n n Lin ood hav to tt. p to cop ith 

n roxi t ly 42,000 b t · en t e (74) houl b ouff'ic nt for ny 

hus tic up orter of' xis in .yst~m o ha e in 

e . It 1oul b~yon the ·cop of this ork i ro 

or the utu ·e but bri f co riaor i 1~h tl e u kl nd 

\till vc . o h b oic noe o o city ch C i t h r h. 
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·ibl or buyi 
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n , (75) tl 

o.nd k GJ.)i h 

ntr 1 11 r y b 

a circul ti 

At pr nt C 1 t h ch s a 

r ry for vory 8000 of its popul tion but, a b n 

ob erv d, ach o ho 11br rie oe not cuter for 8000 poopl • 

ue r opon 1bil1ty for this rests, of cour ,, i i 

and not with the sub rban libr rieo . 

c City Council 

The mention of br ncl y tern r i s the i al mport nt it • 

cnt Christch ch h :f if t n enti ly in ep nd nt libra i • 

y Libr ry and that at Op a b long to the Zeal nd Libr 

Association, while th suburb n libr ri s hav their om sociation, 

of 

lt 

her is no or anic conn ction l)ct\1 en ny wo lib ri a, let 

a unified, centr li cd systcm. (7G) ~ho.tis ·he re ult? In 

:fir t instanc ther is a 1 r · ount o:f 1, te!'ul c ondi t ir 

duplication. Th 1 rge jor1ty of s 11 libr rie c n only 

to buy on copy or oolt, w re s, un r yat o!' 

lised buying it ould be possible to buy t nty or cv n mor • 

ides, ny oxponsiv. boo r b yon t o e ns of o 11 lib ries, 

, if they ar p chas d, it i 11 ly th t only a ll 

er ill b t re ted in ch on • In or r to ci:fy 11 

ub cri ors th 11 libr ry is co pellcd to u ch e only tho 

books will giv t e r to t satisfaction to th 

nia di d.v nta e is obvi ted under a c nt l 

to t 

n ib r . d sy t m. 

A ro:r r cc !/Or nd the b tter cla s or non- ict on u lly 

i 

rr. op. cit. p . 20. An ~:f:fort is u to ensure that 
libr ry .rvcs n equal n er of people . 

76 . ho variou lib~ rio n,r~ not to int rforc in e c1 other 
affairs . 
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library is not in a position to acquire any vol 

essential in any library orthy of the name . 

s t at are 

These remarks with regard to a branch syst m have, so far, been 

of a general nature, but it is only necessary to spend a quarter of 

an hour in almost any suburban library in Christchurch for them to 

become hard and undeniable facts . It is uni'ortunately true that 

many of these libr rico do not even possess a good dictionary or n 

up-to-date set of encyclopedias . No one but a pedant would expect 

to see there the Encyclopedia Britannica or the Complete Oxford 

Dictionary. But liko1ise, no one ould expect to find nothing at all . 

of the libraries speak iith pride of their non-fiction sections 

should you ask, vill hasten to assure you that 'they arc not one 

of those libraries hich has nothin but eaterns, thrillers and love­

Howcvcr, a further glance round the ~helves ho is that 

reference sections arc almost non-cxiotent hile the non-fiction 

sections usually consist of only th li hte t types of biography 

and travel . 

Before proceeding to analyse a reason for this cakness , it 7ould 

be unfair, in justice to those concern d, to overlook the attempted 

reform suggested in 1928. The impetus came from a letter, from Yr . 

G, nanning (Secretary of ·he orkers' Educational ssociation) to vhe 

chairman of the Di trict Council , suggestin~ that tho suburban public 

libraries should be of roater assistance to adult education, and 

advocating a conference of liorary delegates to consider the matter . (77 

Av the true purpos of a public library has already been emphas ised, 

77. inutes of the Vorkcrs' Educational Association, C nterbury 
District Co cil, July 3 1928 . 
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t is only necessary to state here t at, at he resulting conf'erencc, 

. J . Bell outlineithis purpose ·o the ass mbled del gates . 

continuin in similar v in, r . G. ann1ng dealt ith the manner in 

hich libraries could e utilised; by securing sta dard educational 

rritingo and book of an authoritative nature on odern proble s; by 

guiding readers in their choice of books; by organising periodic 

lectures and discussions ·ithin the libr ry; by upplying a list of 

books of an educative nature with a view to the establishment of an 

inter-loan service . Before proceeding further it is my considered 

opinion that these uggestions coul have provided an excellent 

nucleus for reform on the basis of a centralise or se -centralised 

syst m. 

However, in the general discu sion t1at follo ed there ~ae no 

unanimity of opinion. ile the Lin~ood delegates averred that 

many of the su· eutions already appli in their i stitution those 

from ydenham declared that they could not support the idea of guidin 

readers in their choic of book • urthermor , the representatives 

of the St . ~artins Library stated tlat, hile the financi 1 position 

ould not permit the expense of non-fiction, lack or time would 

prevent volunt ry helper~ being pre ent to advioe re ders. Although 

the meeting adjourned on an unpromising note r. ann1ng, in s ariz­

ing the diacusoiont pointed out t1at three definite and practical 

su Jest1on~ had be n made; the di playin~ of selected books on a 

p ominently placed t ble; the issu of selected magazines to encourage 

t c use o~ non-fiction; the establishm nt of a special non-fiction 

department. If the suburban libraries a opted these ug~estions, the 

speaker felt sure that th y could confidently approach the City Council 
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for fUrther f inanci 1 au".is tance, but if tl1ey con inucd o make · he 

provision of light fiction their only purpo e, he r ssed oubts 

as to · hethcr the City Council ould continue to be impressed ith 

the n turc of their ork. (7B) 

i'lhen the conference res cd after the delegates had reported to 

their respectiv co tteea, the matter sec ed no further adv nc d . 

Although many of hose pre~ent sho ed an intelli ,nt under tanding of 

tho nature of the problem, their very ap che ho ed also the 

ho )eless inadcqu cy o:f' ~he existing sy m.ilhile looking to b 

eetLing up of a non-fiction ep rt ent as an es en ial re Lure in the 

evolution of a su r an library, r E. Parlane of Addington ea· that 

the fact that all the rork m purely voluntary and that the mnt,.., of 

th m mbers had to be ca ere for impeded he evelo ment of such a 

section. ~ 1 o'f: course ia o e of the ravest de1'ecto or a subscr ption 

system. In or er to ma1 tain a high me ~ership it io n cessary to 

su ply, not hat the readers should read, ut hat hey o.nt to read. 

Ho:rever, the Lin ood del gate, afte havin admitt,d the difficulty 

of enticin r aders into a non- f ction section, added that, 11en once 

cs abli hed, it popularity increaaed y leaps a,d ounds . ;reverthe-

loss, a further difficulty ia raised by I' . J:i . Holland and [r . J . 

Jo es from t . art ins ho, altho h realisin t.he.t the cvolut on or 
any library was to ardo provid1 book of an educative natur , 
re iterated their woeful lack of' finance . That all the deloga·tes ·mre 

no t possoased of uch sound cormnonsense ·1a sho n by one gentle n 

declaring that, although the majority of reading as of light fiiction, 

he felt 1t must be of o e educative value:(79) 

7 • ibid . October 18, 1928. 
79 . ibid. overabcr 29, 1928. 
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It is no appar nt that four orcee ob tructed th co ittees; 

of finance; the neccosity for voluntary ervice; t h 

to choose non-:f1ction; the ub cription yatem and its 

attendant evils . Because of these difficulties no action 1as t ken, 

City Council continued to dole out its annual ubsidy r ard­

lees of Lhe :f ct that public oney a being ~quandered on t ird r e 

11 te1"a ture . Th educational v luc of th ubu ban librarie 

ained practically nil. 

One re son for this, and possi ly the chi f on ; is un oubtcdly 

t ie subscription bas1a; and these folloiing remarks apply also. 

thou h to a slightly lesser extent, to the C nterbury Public Library. 

t ilo on a visit to C istchurch in 1947, r . L. R. cColvin, 

librarian to the city of 'estm1nstcr and a noted E lish authority, 

contended that the sy tem wa founded on a erics of false basic 

princ·ples, and c .:efly, hat it should be a tree l r ary ervico nn 

not a subscrip ion one . "Libraries have to be free and open to 

everyone. hat is bein, done in Cl~istchurch no s to ofter a 

11 i ted ervice to a li i ted number of people . 0 urthc mor , he 

pointed out tha publ~c li rariea shoul rovid all cla sos of read n 

not better up lied by co crcial and technical libraries, and that 

aubsc iption libraries ar inclined to cater for the lo r denominators 

in :readin ·tastes and, as a result, co into co:rnpeti tion i th the 

c __ eapest purveyors 01' books . (BO) A sub tantially similar cri ticis 

of t he city libr~ry crvice had been made hirtoen years earlier 

hen UlUl and Barr declared that the oUbU ban libraries re, in 

ef:rcct, no thin · groups or neighbours in 
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supplying the elves ith pleasant read ng tter, pa ly t public 

expenoe . (81) I L .• 'n icative o the ener 1 1 ck 0.1. 'ntereot th t 

t c majority of h people 0ho~cd uch apathy l th f co of' xploit-

ation by a fer of their fello • lorthy councillors ould hold up 

their hands in horror if i were su gested that a charge should be 

:for 1es1on to Hagley Park nd the other city reserves. They 

never been reserve for subac ibcrs or even ior ratepayers. It 

eat pity that 11th nuch a rorthy concept of then eds of the 

these same en 1ere prepared to overlook the needs of the mind. 

Tho longer the uubscription system continues the greater the 

that the literary taste of ~he public of C iotchurch 1111 be 

permanently impaired. This danger was emphasised by the editor of 

''Ne 11 Zealand Libraries 0 in 1938 hen co enting on the rapid g o th 

or Lhe ohop librari s t oughout the country. In sugg ting tna a 

good . any 11 r ries in New Zealand, particularly tnose in ~he 1 rger 

and medium sized municipalities, ould be :rucc 1i th the unplcaoant 

duty Of recording a oUbStantial decrease in issue , he made the 

fo llo1ing challenging co nt . 

"' hio is due to the activities o:f tl e shop libr ries ih:.ch have 
taken a ay a large part of the light fiction reading public ••• 
This pai ... t of' he public, nee it is ·h0 part wl ich pRys the moot, 
received far more attention than it has deserved, and in librarieo 
'1horc he f'rcc systom is the i eal the financial losn 1111 be 
regretted, but the reduction of' the proportion of' fiction lending 
to other parto of library ork iill ... calised as being largely 
a help and not a detrircnt . It is a fact that f'or years past our 
libraries ave been relying on revenue received from the eaders o:f 
ephem ral reprint fiction rather than on subsidies, hich as 
cduca t onal in .i tutions s t1~i v1ng against diff' ·cul tics to fulfil 
their proper functions, they might reasonably have expected from 
tic rateo . The neccovity for providin0 light fiction, coupled 
· i th the fact that this _as been a , oderately lucrati vc enterprise, 
1ao enabled library co ·ttecs to rely on he revenue received 
from this source and to :feel satisfied that a library has been 

81 . unn and Barr op. cit. p . 22. 
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dischargi g it full r sponsibiliti s to the pu lie if it 
ia& been able to sho; a large fiction i .ue. 

This is a poni tion hich .ould not or a moment b tolerat d 
either in Great ri tain or the United States 1he1,. the fu ction 
of the public libr~ry is re lised as educational, vocational and 
only to oome ex.ent recreational . The order in Ne Zealand has 
tended to become reversed. Indeed thi o ave co e to uch 
paoo that public librarie are coming into actu 1 disf our ith 
some sections of ·'e co unity, ecause their li t iction 
3orvice ls ot a slickt fr sh and up-to-date a that supplied 
by a 1op librari s . ' (82; 

passa,J has been quoted in full becau c to my 'nd it. giv a a 

ctly clear and conci e account of the dangers of the ... ubscr·pt·on 

system. Clu,istchurch suburban li r&ries hich co plain of competit-

rom the cozmneroial boo clubs ar obviou~ly not fulf llling t ir 

unction. 

B t it is not only the librari .s t at have mi ta ·enly elievcd 

that their service to the corranunity has e n a!l hat it oho d be . 

A similar attitude ha b en char ct l"'istic of . ny Ci y Councillora , 

and so hao militated again t any eatia:Cactory refor • Th first 

ajor stir occurred early in 1937 en, at the annual eetin~ of tho 

Addington Library, the ayor ( !r. J . • Deanland) rcne :ved his assurance 

that, as far as he ms concerned, ·he suburban 11 ruries would not be 

"absorbed into the central system. " Si ce th~s couru had never been 

suggested; the Editor of "The Pressn, in a follo1ing editorial, 

ou gestcd that it i ht seem reasonable to ask :r. B nnland to go 

beyond negations and explnin his views on tho library oituation 

in Christchurch. The Editor outlined the system hich operated in 

ell ington and Auckland nnd opined that, as arrangements for tlc 

transf'er of the main library to municipal control 11cre in the o:Cfing, 

82 . "fo 'I Zealand Libraries" ( Of'f'icio.1 Bulletin of the • z. Libr ries 
Association) ellington, April 1938. N. S. Vol . 1, No . 9, p.1. 



t e Council oul oon be ·n a o it on to provid , t h o h each · 

y, a v stly · prov d e vie • He conclu don tle 

th t ii.. ould b interest ing to kno. hether the 

promise to p even uubm'b n libl' rics !'rom be n "a.b""or cd" 

promiue o oppo e his ve_y n,ce sary de ree of centralisation. 

The ·ayor' s silenc on the a ter ilas eloquent . 

Three 10 ks 1 tcr , sp aKing at th Annual Jeet1ng o!' the #alth 

Library, Councillor Andre~ expr ssed the opin~on that the suburban 

libraries 1ere doing a very noble and se!'ul tor · in serving their 

res cctive localities and it •1oul a disas'tc1' if' they,. ore allo ed 

to go out of existence . This state cnt oho ed an cv n eater 

cad o!' som unkno m peril than did tl at of c ayor. In order to 

s feguard myuoli' !'ro any s ,geotion of misrepresentation I prefer to 

uote the remainder or his speech verbatim. 

" any people com.plain that they cannot o tain books of reference 
from oubu· nn libraries and for that reason 1ould do a· ay .1th 
suburban libraries al to ether. They f'orget, ho 1ever , tnat suburb­
an libraries are for the most part unable to prov· c e expen.s· vo 
books such as nre require for refer nee purposes . A reL r,nco 
library is a library to 7hich p_o cssional en - octors, la~yero, 
scientists and nginoers - can have access, und from ·hich t cy 

ay be able to obtain those i; or ~s that . ill help them in t· cir 
separate stu ie • A thoro hly 1ell oquipp d reference library 
in tlo centre or the city ,ould meet those re uircmcnto . People 

o ld not ·n trav lling so.e dist nee to av il themselves of the 
opportunity f'or self e ucation t at uch a lib1•,ry 10uld af'ford. 
ut I do not thirik that peopl ·ould travel so e istancc si ply 

1'or the sake or light readin • L ght reading is bos~ oupplied 
by the subux•b n libr r:i.es, and I, for one, hope tho. t the suburban 
libraries .1ill continua to exist . " (84) 

ourely this att'tude shows complete and u~ter ignorance of the 

of t.l ors "public library' . It 1ould seem up aron th t the 

pcaker i•egarded such an institution as synonyrnoui..> 11th a co 

33. "Press 1 11 ,bruary 12, 1937. 
84. ibid arch 4, 1937. 



bo k club . 1 to th u r of r r nc 

ib ry oul nl o av r c d u hock 1 h h d nt 

ho in he on nth city, hr div r ity of c 11 r is 

z • 

In hia le ing rt1clc 0 h ollo orni ' he di tor 

ov rlook d t sta~en convict on in hi o r ite te 

tl e adv t hich \,ould acer rom a c d y tez • (85) 

The Councillor, in r ply, a th t, un1'ortun t ly, only 

to tho o tinu t1on of th ub b 1 11 r ri .s a port 

h r Jt o:f hi p ch deal ii th l o v ry ub ct y , 

Ed tor. Evid ntly h also ha 

ccrue from bu buyin d tll 

tr- 0 

inter cha 

th dvanta I n that 

e of boo t • ( 86 ) 

ould 

t thio 

till o s not xcu hi apparent 10 ful gnornnc of' h functio 

o a pu lie libr ry. 

Her ·.ho t r ;a ll.o o ro t p n i th co pl tion of' 

Il..:'l oti ti on f'or the tr er of th C nt rb y ublic Library to 

Cl Gy, ut, just ov r t relve mo tho l te , • J. 

:... l c ti of h c t bi~ nc f tl 07 z al 

l s~oci t:;.on, s 1 library l."U"t ot' a f I' hi 

ring in out 1 ! , r ye r, th cc ~ to ,h 

. ir oo a.pproxi tcly OU11 s·1ill n t op nc • 
... ... . J . Gu hr e ( ml> l'.' :;. the City C uncil) 

duty o v r·y loco. body o u >ply duca on 

os ible togct I ·1th occu .tion for 

not b 

5. ibid 
86 . ibid 
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au urb n 1 br r1 s (87) Th ch ore thorou ly nour a • 

e ntlo n oho1e Ioalis tion oft point, overlook y other , 

t it i uselcos to ducate a child to the age of fi t n if th r 

going to be n furth r provis1o d ·o enable him ·o continu 

hi El uc tion. In thi mod rn 

al s , it 1 mor than ev r e 

e of sp ciali 

nt 1 th t a 

ion n int r t1on-

of good 

liter tur and popular feionco uorko ohould be r o 1ly avail bl 

to 11 mber~ of the co u i y, in or er th t thy ay und ratand 

ho h other h lf of tho uorld liv a . Und ratand and tolcr ion 

r t o of t h fir t os ent ala o Jorld p ce n goo books ar a 

f i st c a ntial of their d v lopm nt . 

Another y ar pas ed 11th nothi on • Th subject 1as, ho1ever, 

brougl t to public notic once mor 1hen, sp aking at a o ting or th 

preydon Library, Councillor Andr 1e 1 th t ·t 1a a que~tion s 

t o :hether or not h ~uburban libraries houl be support by a 

a ta. By emphasising that he ~as ot much in f vour of l brarics 

cing entir ly support d y rat , and that poopl should be 

t o pay o ething for th ir rccreation,<88 ) he how d th this kno1-

le e of t c corr ct function of a library had not vane ed. Io 

it / d obviou t t .he1 .. e uas no unnni · ty on t c Council ;,rh n, 

opa king t the etin , Councillor E. Parla conaider .d ht 

the ti had o.rr1 v d IV'hcn the Ci "ty Co c11 shoul(l strike a speci 1 

li rary rate . Uc continued th t tho ·en r 1 rat.e wa v r-y modoot 

en tho return recoiv d by the p oplc ao taken into account, and he 

xpress d tho ,1ah th t, 1h•n h ti c c ~o trike a rate, th 

rd it improve tho social 

7. il)id o.y 20 , 1937. 
8. " tar-sun" July 2~, 1938. 
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ho city. (B9) Th e r app r nt y overlooko the ct th t 

a libr ry support fro h r tc 1 till pai for by h p,opl 

ho u c it - th i f r nc being th t ore peopl pay looa for t 

an that re p opl can ue it. 

Nev rthol a tho nt for 1938 1nclud d only 700 or 

tho ouburban libr ri and .£400 for h city libr ry. 

1 o r c iv d m1 r bl pittance. lliile it is n r.cognia d uty 

of th Council to hus an t o rat pay rs• mon y, thi provid no 

xc for the n gl ct nd financial tarvation of titution 

~ ieh hould b r n ri e ntial duo tio l rvico to th 

community. Th a r bly a rized by Dr. Guthrie n 

letter to "Th Pr e" . 

"The duty of civic uthoritios to provide heir c1t1z t 1 h the 
of int llectual cultur ocognioca in every civili ed 

co unity. Christe urch s ma to b tho only xc.ption ••• 
I it th p ople or th ir rul rs upon hom ar to t n the 
bl for this int llcct 1 po rtycl " ( 90) 

This conclud.i ntenc rits carefUl consid ration. 

Yet the City Council nd the ratep~y rs of C 1 tchurch eat 

co placently by hile civic run continu.d to b exp nd don 

1 crcat1onal lit r t for a mall ction of thb cormnunity. n 

a dr •ro m Cler a' Ina ti tute of New Zeal nd. t Christchurch 

in larch 1939, th Di ctor of he Country Library rvic ( 

Alley) u..,efully commented on th xample or the Dun din Public 

Library 1hich, having beoo a free library, ban o d th atto pt 

o " t1afy th eopl ho clamour f'o th cur nt literary ru bi h' , 

nd pursued the policy of building up tock o:C })ooks . (91 ) 

89. ibid. 
90. "Pr as u A t 16, 1938. 
91 . ibid arch 16, 1939. 
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A~ th book club cm to 
' 

v b at n l ,ub crip ion 11 r i 

at ga th y nc no lo r play t opportunity a op n to 

public librarie provide public crvice 1orth p ying for a such. 

It ould no doubt be cted that uch sharp cr1 ici 1 ao 

h v be n detailed in preceding s, ould hav h d o ff ct 

on t c olicy - or at least on th civic piid - o h ost loth-

rul uniclpal council. ut at th annual 0et1 o th Spreydon 

Libr ry in 1938, Co cillor Andr 

a still f irly frequent about 

aid h t, lthou h crit c 

constitution o 1 r ri 

·th liur y yat in C 1stch ch, l r onally con id r that 

t 1 ystcm a 'on the hole pr~tty r ir'. (92 ) Thi pro pted 

ed1tor1 1 co nt fro "The Pr so" :vl ich, although a otoriously 

conservative pap r, has taken an onli htcned vic1 o tle matt r 

t ou hout . ile admitting th t it was only air th t n efficient 

suburban library, 

pr is d, the Edi or 

ured by r vaili standard , hould b 

olarcd tbat Councillor w lo t, amon.g 

praises and re ts, tho oppor~unity to pro ote an advance in 

libr ry organisation and ecrvic in Chri tch ch. In contrast to 

the councillor's opinion, the Edi tor cons d(Jr that "on the .. hole, 

ho~ev r, i at o ar o ng is di gracefully bad, an h n Councillor 

An re is mnt on to fore ca t, •a chang in the sy t 0 ubs:l.dica' 

Jnab11 tho libr ri to ' et o ore ~unda to car yon tleir 

ood wrk', he m d to forec at nothing but a re liberal extcns101 

of the present b d syat m. Ohri tchurch stands ~ar behin 

~ llington, 

pr1 ci:plc 

d Dun n and t ill n,v r catch up till the c ntr l 

dopted nd until libr y rot free libr y policy 

92. ibid July 22, 1940. 
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fro subscrib r control . 0 llor Nuttall s thio id 0 

too . Councillor dr ~s, though ho 1a ylng 0 t hi v r.y 11 

·t t o y r o, tu n d hi~ b ck on reform. It ill not co 

unlea every occ sion i t~ n to la n 

hich is till 

ibrary ork rs 

un er tood nd i r 

Ubocr b r • u(93) 

r .. co nd th y t 

d by too uburban 

or stark re liam and pro ound co on-sens it .oul e difficult 

to ind bet r nnalysie of th itu on. Tho itor' t: rs 

n, pc kine at h 'ual e ting o'f' le St . Alb re ju tii'i 

L br ry a f n1 hta 1 er, r . 

library 1ork r, d clar that it' 'f:r 

prominent ubur n 

librar es 1er e introduce it 

lOUld b just c iblo to ,1v everyone fr c ri es on the tr 
' 

fr c tepid nths nd 'f:r e lectr1c1 ty. 0 It · .. ould crippl . the suburb­

an librari .a to p t on a paid staff' bas1· • " ( 9I~) Thiu a.t i tu 

ho s lhat a v t ount of educational propa ~anda ill be µecoos ry 

to convince people o th basic f ults of the syste , and it m 

strongly attack d by Councillor E. A. ~rp >tho oai that 0 p.ople who 

ro busy £i ·hti ne 'I ide don' t eo ho 1 it could f i "in 11th th 

0 " Th speak r e r cated the uburbnn outloo c o'f' • Depho1f 

nd many of his ollo~ 1ork r • 

At this am m t , Councillor An c m , 'I. o co nti.J to te 

hav bo n largely of u negativ n turc, laid o'ln a :finite pol cy. 

"I m not pr pare to dmit hat he pr Gent sy t m o bad.. I 

suppo t the voluntary system - (cries o 'Hear, h ar'} - an I hav 

n ver said anything di:f'ferent . " He continu d that "The Pres 'point(.; 

93. ibid July 23, 1940. 
94 • . bid July 26, 1940. 
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to h succeo 1 r o p 1 t 1'a, but oul orry o 

libr ri h r li e one he ., in / llin ton. r 

1 br rian sittin tl e nd not bit int r t d n 

lo you ouldn't catch volunt r 1 brarlans doi hat . n concl 

ion, h a voe t d City control of ho cent al libr ry, but ot 

control, by th c ntr l l br ry, o t a:1uburban l br i a . Th 

battle of 'lords conclu e ·1 th a leader in "The Pr e" h ch po n 

out that if tho Councillor u·g tion, 1 July 1938,(95) th ta 

li rary rat of on ·ghth of a p nny n th pound 1oul yiel 6000 

p r y ar, as not o thing lik the advoc cy of a libr ry r t 

then Spr ydon ~a 1n Sib ri • In conclusion, the 

that is con~r ~t1ve pictur of the indifferent, lazy, paid libr 

d the lert, busy, voluntary librarian tas "pretty but pointl , 
(96) 

• 

ere th i tt r r t d f'or seven years, pos i ly b c c, with 

all i'f 01 .. t b 1 cone ntr t on nni1 the wor t var 

of th 1orld, p ople re too occupied to age battle on the horn 

front a3 :roll . Thia, a any rate, i the mor charit ble v o 

ltho h, having r g r for thi history o~ th libr ry s rvic , 

' 

• 

another r son also spring readily to nd. at ver the ro son, 

tho itor devoted h"s leading rticles to t10 tate of the ar nd 

the Councillor ( .11ortly ai't r ar levated to the ayor lty) d vot 

his ap echea to patriotic xhortationa . 

Ho v r, by 1947 th ar a ov r an one a in ople could 

s to ho affairs . 

95. ' t r- untt July 22, 1938. 
96 . 'Press" J y 26, 1 40. 

In a rt·c1 
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n 1 tl d "Pu lie Libr 1 a in C ristc urch," N . H. ucha n r vie 'l d 

the hi tory o t crvic • {97) llicn c 11 1 tl h bur an 

libr ries,h t, , ' ith 11 t ir ~hortcomi hoy ar 

he ltby titutions. · e point out that un r th x st yet 

ther a an uni' ir 1 t bution of the mo y ong the var ous 

li r r1 a,{9B) d that it leo p eared doubtrul 71sdo to n OU 

so ch Jl!..On y rithout s g ,1on that, as pu lie oney, t s oul 

b , spent on c rtain typ of books of lasting value. Alt ough he 

con i re th t the librario should be h.lp d, he b liev d th t 

obl1g io hould be r ir d of the in return, an th t it should 

b poo ble to fit th m nto or compr he v ache 1hich 10uld 

iv th m more n b tter books vithout robbing them of eir 

i d endence. ut, as in the ast, nothing was don • 

It ha alrea been at t d that th uburban r ri s huvc 

heir a eociat1on but other~is h v no o ganic connection.(99) 

Unt l 1947 all th uburban librario elonge to the e~ Zeal n 

Libraries As ociation rhosc chief s.rv c to the raa to nogot1 te 

1th booksellers for iscounts. Ho1ev r, th llbrari s ore di sat-

isf d ith the ervio rhich they 

e caption of Opa a,<1oo) resig 

re r ceiving nd, 11th tho 

and f o d a local aasoci tion. 

h 8 sociation has ncoura cd 1."rien hip among t v riou 

but oea not inter er omestically. In fact, its muin function 

app ro to bo to c p the financi l po ltion of 1ta me ~er bcrore 

97. ibid ebruary 7, 1947. 
98. Th pres nt y rd tick is 

r1pt1ons, hatever th 
ub dises £1 for 1 up 

ximum uboidy of' 150. 
99. vid upra p.97. 

tl ount of oney ~ coiv d in 
ub,cript on char d. 

o £50 and 12/6 ror £1 

100. Opa a bolo a to th local as ocia ion lso. 

Ub­
Cou cil 
1th u 
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City Council. t ch upport ru of th .c i 

sy t m, the lbcr r v n op o to o i port tion of boo 

t o h the centr 1 li rary on th ~o h t uy r 

ar not :familiar 11th th ir in i vi :ual a t On coul , dily 

rit n ID r o:f poignant co nt on thi 1 ti tu • ot r 

·onet o:f their b 11 1S that lo of' i iv ual ty iOUl 

of ·nter t, bi ch, to th er it l th r viou nt, 

tha , if' they mr no longer abl to pUl"'Cha.s th book hich tl y 

to d, tl y ould not r t 0 0 hi oh .r Pr ha d or 

the • It rn m 11 r h critici ' b t to a ted ob rv r 

i hat n lb r of p opl in th 0 d t 

to b g :r ogs in t eir own ll ponds that they r 1111 0 

o hun d ot t dpol s di or e ant of a lat"· r pon • 

The ubur n libr ri.s clai th t they h v v h ity 

Council tho nd of po a ov r th ye• a . U ort at ly, the 

Ci ,y Council ov r the yoars h B appar ntly b en oo blin or too 

nious to s c ho fallacy of this a ert on. avol an 

ding are the tro in ag nci a by hich a nation atta ultur 

n break th ohackl of arochial thou ht . Tle avcra·e , tiz n 

u t depend upon t o latter, nd h1 

evelop cnt de n so ficient and up-·o-

for ontinuo cul ur l 
( 101) T t librarie • 

v luc of cultur cannot be a ur on h onctary cale, but ~ 

I co ider likely, it can be c ur d by the stan r of ty• 

librarie , then Ciri tchurch i VO'J:Y h vily ~n t . ~h pr ctic 

of' king public libr ri fr e to l public .d by 

x cation fr • 

101 . tion, 19 4. n 
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C tcrbury Public Libr y h , in tlc p t, b n do rr ro 

fulf1111ng it a propriate function h hort ight s and 

at 1ness . In th suburb , 1 1 r t te of ff'a r xi ta . 

On my, pub ic und ~ boing d to nab lo uburban 11br r1 

to co etc ith co c cial book club ; h oth r ay, public f 

r b lng un cono to sat·sry he tast a o 1 o han 

ix per c nt . o:t' tl popul tion. o that the city 11 rar•y h s 

b on cquiro by th c ty authorities, thcr ap r to be no 

equate xcuso or the prolongation o this unhappy t t o i'nir • 



or of' our other gai v-ill be o:r much consequ nc 1f 'c lag 

)ehind in our cultur 1 pur u1ts. in t ii mod n a , lab ur 

aving inv ntiona uat hav th ul 1 e ff ct o h 

ork-a-d v eek nd creati more nd or 1 isuro 1 f'or the 

average n. It is,t er for, of' para.mount mportance th t th 

youth of to--d y r educated to make. the st advant g ou us of 

th increased 1 i ure that may ell b t eira then they r ch a ult-

ood. ere lit racy is i uf'fic1ent in al'.lY country that cl 1 to 

b to he for front in cing civilization and cultur • t h u 

been aid that, or all th h n r l tio th t re re fro 

ilt, none ao dignifiod a r <ling. "(1) at L i er us 1 ism~ it 

,houl be po sibl to ensure 1ncrea ed re di .. t i ao true n the , 
tw nti th c ntury s it ;va n the lxt en h th t r adi. k th 

full • 

Ho mver, it i ss ,ntial that th reading habit b acquired 

when young for 1t is only by i tilli good reading habits into 

hildrcn th t a perm nont apprcc1at1o of book ia lik ly to b 

dcv loped. In ny of the dult ibrarioa n er Zealand tle 

quo.11 ty of' r adi is dvcrsely a '/: cted y h aub r1pt1on b si , 

No . 24. 
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for they t tt ct e la po ibl n o:r h 

> c u , they no d their ees . ith xc tio , thi c 1 v 

y off rin t nd o t o l , o t n to tl 

e cluoion of boo 0 ter r On sa ro r ul of 

thi BY t h t th publ c ar a , 

en rally cc pt a n t al tc ion of t 1 UC 

ion che • t ly, it ould p of t 

i in the o • i :ror a r o 
' 

h l 

nin c ntr s hav b n oper t t' juv ile 

1 . a 1 rndually xt i to 11 r con c • 
' ro v lop nt 1 th rnpi o it i of c oo 

out th country, d l rge y by t y L br 

th o· 11 n of to- o up ccusto d 

11.y houl , nth lo 1c l co 

nd oo it rature 1n ulthoo • 

i r 1 0 t :ru a r th 111 then b 

r il their orr ct unction in t life of ·h 

It lre n 

C n . l'bury Coll g , 1 thou h t n in oper t inancia traits, 

h th inte of th Cant rb y lie Libr y at he r • hi 

0 tion aou ven 1 o sub t nt1 l proportlo h n t is 

r nl1 ed that, a ly a 1908, juv n 1 otion, lie , by 1911 , 

h dam mbcrship of ~53,(3) ~a et bl s1 d . (4) 1·1ough t rt it 

o 1 cd o 0 ool .a 1'rom the in libra , t 

by 1914, 175 vol • In hat y ar a re nd lib 

' th 
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p pul rity h h 'I 0 t t vn h cco 0 

often d to t 
' 

lhil non r 0 1 0 

11'731 books a 1 u or r i (5) 

.h n t juv n1l p~t n h n 190 ll c 1 n 

t 0 t n d n of tt r • 

ip i 0 inc a r pi ly a t:·r t 

oted, i on to rogr 
' 

n by 1916 h d e ch d 530, 

'/ il ·t 16,020 vol ircul t n at y t 1 

ncour i v r 0 ir P r mb (6) 
i • 

l x n cd in 1917 to ho b t on 0 n-

t , n Y ar on t p n 0 nnu l er pt on of' t 0 

a ixpcnc , n ddl 01" t t year ol 

b 0 t c ion, OV r xty o hi cl 1 ,h ubj cto 

·n f om hi to y fill tr vel to tur c nd 

b1o raphy . <7 > king t t nt to ,h p on th on ot: th 

1 1 y, 11 1 tl a· ·h ob ct to ch h • 

•hi n 0 y h b t it ro.ture . n gene al, ho 

1 r co bot in th Un1 t d 1n£r om n tl1 Uni 

th t dul o lib ri 1ctat l r cl by tr ini in yout1 . 

pu 1 c lib ry iitllout a .juv nil th x. p~ion rte 

t an tl rul in oth ot: th countr1 • It 

r chi dr n did not hav acce ,o oo boo ., , th y a 

ad ubbioh, an childr n had .. r oo ny op ortuni 

t t blunt d and vu1 ari d t ir t· tc . 

he natural 

1915, p . 28 . 
1917, . 36. 

ly 27' 1917. 

the public hool, 

nvari ly 

to d 

the p 11 
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0 tll importune of lac 

for h y 1 ft chool, b 

11 n n clo conn ct1on 11t it, 

cou th to t l1br r 

11k otn r citiz an to le rn 0 u an ppr ci t he1r o 1n 

in ti ution • (8) 

y 1918 th mbcr hip ot: t j v nilo lib .y · ea to 

t., n y-thr nt r 1 re ak1 c 0 t " 

sub cr1pt on. <9 > Unf ortun t ly, .he t 0 

cl in in hip du , no doub , to a lQr - ount o pos -'J 

- ·ckn a , c·p c1a11 th inf'l nza pid 0.L 1918, 0 t r 
that ack of f i nc r ult d in a Upp y o ·boo an 

in f:i. ient roo • Ho v r, on c r 3, 1924 an juvcn 1 

1in~, forty-two f lon by thirty-t ~o eet 11 , m., o # n d i h 

1 ctur, room o iz. ir ctly bov . 'h li rary vra 

:Jurroun d i th Im h 1 to t 

d sl to ocat from to orty c ldr n . t 

·- m Jh r <1a px•o 

into Dom nlon.<1o) 

y no finer ch dr n's ep r. ent in any lib 

h opening or thi fin ne build1i as 

er d by tho Librnri n a.a "t e mo t 

o yo th Li ru y . <11 > h,1 it 

ignificant ov 

o.e 0 3 0 c 

t in th 

d to tak. out book, but by h n o th 3 ll 0 th t 1 

1 d doubl • 

fl 

ct 

y 

r 

This. proved. to b the turning point in th l1i ory oi' ho ch· 1 on' 

urin t follo11ng lv ont 24, 19 vol s 1er 11br ry. 

io 0 1200 childr n 1hile 1 r n b s p t o zed tho 

ibid. 
B. of G. 1918, p.39. 
"Pr · i ove [b 25, 1924. 
B. o • 1925, .. j7 • 
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0 1925 c 0 00 n on y 1 t r lti 

n th oll ctio of' 330 n th er of 1000 boo 

uit bl oy irl • ( 12) lb ontinu 0 lo i 

th 2000 r p f'or lo f 1 t ( 13) 

, in GUCC y r ' t ha only one r • 

o h r popul n, re ul t on t he incr 

v ilable by th uil 1 , wa tl1 ri 0 

our ur } r month • lthough n t ish n 

o her ount th a a nov l ntro ction n Z land 
' 

i 1925, h eric tten d by approxi ly l n ina gur 

900 childr n, 

th ;follo 

t c b ine; i h y.<1- o ·- --·--,in 

r, r on y an 

v ra att r anc 0 

ca at y morni 

h rty. <1 .5) ltho 

ell 

1927 toy our 

li htly or popuJ.ar, t o dr t·c l 

th rl int t aa co id r d fr itl s to 

h hm unc , oni • In t tt"' pt to 0 ' 

a Childr n' 0 in Club for d in 1930 0 c i co 0 
• 

• Cha pl . . ' d, althou h l at ot urtic 1 

lar 
' 

the - er 

i th int r 

u t in d in 01-- t 

int of 197. noth 

rov v y k n 

nths . <1§) ut, li 

ovod n i ov bl t 

•t pre cc o·, 1 ck or 
li lo t . 

mor a or it. 

introductio a , it 1ould not p car that ny ti ulus 1as n 

or t o lout th rly i rt 

1926, 
19~~. 
19.::.o, 
1927, 
1931, 

. 37. 
: ~~: 
• 6-37. 
• ::5 • 

ip r in 

to be of' 
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t ppoi t nt, n un 1926, of i • • • ch 1 n' 
vi er to id h rcn in h cl ction o book n 0 iv a 

i.) ri s o:t 0 oy nd 1rls on ing th r (17) 
• 

t bl tan r h d c .n ttain hi 1 ort nt 

sph r of libr y Ot'k 6 ind.i t d n the eport in 1934 

uhcr it mo tat d h t h ran h , the :town 

branch 1 llington, n th c nt ,rbury ublio Lib ry all cont i d 

ch11 en' roo :rh1ch did not uf f'or by co rioon Ji overse 

oll c 1o 
118) orcov r, it ms po·nt out ht priv l 

0 c in Chr1 tc ch 'Ir r , th s being t h .. t .e t 

only 1 •ge ub cript on libr y in ih1ch th" t ur a oun . (19") 

h r port cont nu , 

pt 
h 

I the light of this st t cnt th Libr ri n at f' ha v ry 

r son to b justly prou of' th ir ork in t e children's section. 

It ould c rt inly ppcur that it was oecon o none in ew Zc land. 

In spit of na cial dif'f culti , th lib r a r continu d to 

a and by 1937 t r 

t h l r jority of nlo 

ore 2203 chi 

mr ctiv r 

n e oll d on it oo 

ers . <21 > h cnthu i 

of t chil ren ., typ fied by tlo ruct that, 1hen uhort e o~ 

, 

on y pr s g d co o ieo, a numb r or s nior mo r er co-op to ... 

volunteer 0 1936 <22> 

17. ibi 1927, p . 37. 
18. unn nd rr, op. cit . p . 14. 
1 • bi p . 21-2. 
20. bid . 14. 
21 •• or G. 1937, p . 36. 
22. b cl 19.36, p . 38 . 

city . or a 
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r of e • n h 00 L r y Ivie e t 11 h d 

1n 1939 :Lt 0 ld b ct d 

ecr in hip of 

teen ochool join th 0 

hat tl re 

th 

ch ,, 

oul l av b,e 

ile libr ry y t, 

only 87 1 

a 1 rgc 

lthou h 

00 

6 c ro t c ity l brary 1h r th or hip 1 ta n d t 

2600. <23) 

y 1937 it a a p rent t at ny chool had ofinit ly cc opt 

the value o library f c111t1 a an id to e ucation for, in t 

ye r, claoa a co need to vis t th Public L b ary 0 1 rn h s 

valu of catalo oa and ref er nc 1orks . <24) 'l'h s · vi ite had 

bcco e a r co n1 ed p rt or th chool curriculum by 1942 n th 

Li r rian r port d that tlcy 1er looked upon by m ny scholar as 

ono of the most int r ting rcatur of school life . <25) A ~urther 

int resting dev lopm nt appear 11th th in ro ction of' t :Cir t 

childr n' " ook leek in Nov .mb l"' 1945, a r ult of' hich 

rkedly incr ed interest ~a shom in books dealina 11th trav 1, 

ci nee, airer f' , ra io, and "ho ii to ak I (26) 
• ~uch of thi.., 

incr a ed int r tin th chil r n's 11 rtry ~ao uc to the rork o 

H. Co ey, ho g v i play n talk to cla s th libr rian, i 

n ncoura d chil n to read b tt r claso lit r tur • Lar ely a 

r sult of her ,fforts mbor h p stea 11y increa~ 

t c 3000 rlt as p s e , :rh l t sue 'or t 

unpr ced nt (27) 
• 

1orlt of y or, 

23. ibid 1940, p. 17. 
24. t - un' July 22, 1937. 
25. . of G. 1943, p. 20. 
26 . 1b1 1946, p. 23. 
27. ibi 1947, . 22. 

h c i urea spea 

e vie 

ye 

ol 

111, in 1947, 

r ach d :;0,167, 

or he 
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s rv1c ·o v tly i prove t t it oul not v 

n t l if' m er hip 0 tl j venil ction l 

sho con i era.blo ere o . ct, y t c y ar, anot or 

500 childr n d be n nrolle , y co mi h n l ir 

cl vis t th ibrary or 1 truotion. <28 > 

As has alr ady b en tr s d, i 1 c enti 1 t ho clo at 

conn ct1on hould bo mai tain b ti on tl choo1 ib:r ry . 

lthougll it is poasi le tot• c th n o chool 

ibr rie in Chri tchurch, it 11 ely t t nutnb r of them rt d 

in tho r ollo 1 h introduction oT the ov rrun nt ~ub dy 

n 1913. <29) 1 rant, ~hich co enc d at £527, ho 'l d y 

ncr as until t r ach d £3494 y 1931 . o v r, 1 t r ucc 

in the follo 1ng y ar to £1431 on ccount of the o rial epr, io 

an , hen con it1on id ot im rov , it a · di con 1 ued in 1933. 

Al hou.h t ~Chief' Inap ctor of Pr1 ry chool r pot din 1 30 

th t the tea.chin of r 1n in C nt rbury 1a in o re poets 

improving, th mo t pl asing f' tir being tle incrcae due 0£ 

,,,chool and cl 11brariea, (30) thi hould not b constru d to 

u et t t the li rary rvic by any ans ade u t • n 

the uhn and B r ort \7a publi h d in 1931+, · t dcclar that moot 

el ent ry school a collection o~ book hich, o y by courteoy, 

could called libraries; th exc ptiono that t oy noted did not 

includ Chr stchurch. 

conditions, th, chool 

purpo ,a ~ith th 

28 . ibid 1948 , p. 21 . 

It wa po1ntJ out that, under exi ting 

nerally ore 11 hout ~Wld f'or 1 brary 

qucnc th t they had to 

29 •• z. A to J 1914, . 1. J;> . 6;). 
30. ibid 1930, E. 2. p . 21 . 
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on :rtorta o prov1 , 11 r ry f cil1t1 (31) nt 1 the 

epre sion h sub idi , by th D p rtm nt of' due ion, of' local 

·rf'orts to prov1 book oll ctio ha i pirod ny chool 

co ittees e to c ool librarie , but ~h n th 

a itl el libr r v lop nt vid 1 al o t c a • 

Ho vcr, num r of' f ctors comb in to br bout a c n • 

In tl e f'ir place, he pas ing 0 h co e101al res ion d 

po iblc t re intro uction ot: th gov r Ul> idy n 1936, (32 ) 

nd coupled ii th thi :vas th dvent to po er o a ont 

pled od to. af'e r l int r t of' he ·co on n . ut pos.,ibly 

o t mo n OU of all rcre th ov rseas tours of' Dr. G. I . cl ofi ld, 

Parli cntary Lib r1 n and • • • L· our , Di ctor of ~ducat1on, 

On their r.turn, tho cntl on con ider that , libr ry a he 

orkshop cihould bcco o tl central featureo or the chools, a t at 

juvenile lib~ 1 s hould b ~ 11 tock 1ith boo attractively 

r ngc 1 end tat:fcd Tith assist ts Conpctcnt to guid youn CO 

in their cho1c of r adin matt r . (33) fith hi oti latlon of 

intc1• t, a numb r of school or need o increa e n 1 p1ov 

libr :rac1lit1 although, en p akin at a ccting o:r tho 

Canterbury School Co tte ' A .... socia ion in 1937, l.I' . B 11 sai 

0 teacher er antagonistic to the in roduc ion o libraries 

chools on th roun that it meant re 1ork ror th taf':r . On tl 

other h n , in chools iher . he teacher., hac o r r d a istance 

(34) 

31 . rr op cit. p. 44. 
32. .z. A to J 1936. . 1 . p . 36. 
33. 'Presa ' opt lbcr 11 , 1935. 
34. 'tr- un' July 22, 1937. 
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A has 11"ca b en ho m, th 'IOr b in one by t Ca rb y 

Public Libr ry m v ry encour ing, but hardly nyth1 a bei 

one to provide ri ry schools 1th t cir o n libra ic • l re 

as no organise rrort to cultiv t th readin h bi in Chri t-

church , nor di th Public Libr ry ork ~ith he ~chool to the 

xtent ao in uckland and cllin ton. (35) 'hat th ovcrnment ;va 

also aware of' ,he d !'iciencies of th .xisting system a d 

apparent in the r port 0£ the Chi f I p ctor in 1938. 

"Libraries are a very cs ential part ot' f:lChool quip ·nt ••• I!' 
the pupil 1 to contin hi education in af't r school days he 
mu t, ihilc at chool, hav opportun1 ties f'or experienc.in the 
d light a 11 stocked libr ry can ivc . ooks in ·t;h maoa 
must fascinate r ther than r pl him ••• " (36) 

Of the y people 1ho ppreciate the inad quacy of' school 

library f'aciliti s in Christclurch, one eroon in p rticular stan .o 

forth a th, precursor of' bett r ti a . He as r . H. ls on, 

ha tcr of Phillipstoun, tho, see1 the existi libraries as 

lac ing or ina quate, induced th C n ·stars' As ocintio 

to sponsor improv ents . Accardi ly, a m eti ms held on 

Nov m})cr 16, 19 8 to inaugur te th Chri·tchurch City and Suburban 

Public School • Libr ry s ociation. Dele,ato reprcsentin the 

City Council, Cantcrbur College, chool Co itt es, th Hoa Gt r..,' 

sociation, th Cant rbury Public Library, nd th<, C t rbury 

ducation Bo rd er pr.sent and the con..,titut.ion was adopt d . (.37) 

Th obj ct of the Association 1· , eventually, to upply books to 

chil n of t n a 111 to Form 11 inclusive on th all.ocation of 

book and r per pupil . school join there ma 

35. ibid. 
36. .z. to J 1938. • . 2, p. 4. 
37. inutcs of Ch iatchurch City and uburban Public 

soci tion Nov 1lbcr 16, 1938. 
hoolo' 
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to be an initial charge of t10 shillings per head on nll children, 

exclusive of Standard 111, ~hich ias to be found by the School 

Committees. This as reducible to nepence in succeeding years . (3B) 

The scheme, ~hich was introduced (for Standard IX, Form i, and Form 

II> on February 1, 1939, met ith immediate success and the first 

annual report recorded that seventeen schools, representing 1730 

pupils, were participating, hil the librarian reported book issues 

of 15,220 (of 1hich 5025 were non-fiction) from a stock of 2212 books 

for the first six months operation. (39) Small ·;onder that in his 

eport for 1939 the Senior Inspector of Prima1•y Gchools said, hen 

obviously referring to Christchurch, that 

"At present the best scheme in operation is in one education 
diotrict 1here a chools' Library Service operat d by a lunicipal 
Library in collaboration ~ith the Board provides fin range of 
books not onl:t to town schools but to most of the country schools 
as rell . u (40) 

At the annual meeting in 1940, it was decided to reduce the le to 

ninepence per head (although the inital entry fee of t o shillings as 

maintained) and to extend the service to Standard 111, provided the 

financial position as not jeopardised by the change •. (41 ) IIowever, 

it was not lack of i'inance but lack of books that was destined to be 

the cause of greatest concern. Al hough indent orders ere placed 

with London firms, shipments coming to the Dominion iere often lost 

by enemy action but. in spite of all and thanks to the men of the 

erchant arine, 808 volumes of good fiction and 280 of non-fiction 

~ere secured, bringing the total book stock to 3084. An added 

as placed on the book stock by the extension of the service to 

38 . 
39. 

Personal information from r . N. P. Lory. 
Annual Report of Christchurch City and Suburban Public Schools' 
Library Association, July 10, 1939. 
N. Z. A to J 1940, E 2, p. 4. This refers aGso to the Travelling 
Library f'or Rural Schools . vide inf.'ra p .130. 
A. R. of c.c. and 0 . P •• L. A. June 11, 1940. 
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standard 111 children and, o.ing to the scarcity of books in that 

rade, many had to be hurriedly obtained from other Ne~ Zealand 

~entres . <42 > 

Despite difficulties caused by ar conditions, the service 

continued to grow, aided financially, no doubt, by a share or the 

Government grant for public school libraries hich, in 1942, as 

increased from £5000 to £15,000. ~hen announcing this increase, the 

inister of Education said that,, although one o t o districts 

already conducted excellent school library schemes in co-operation 

1ith municipal libraries, there as, in general, no greater education­

al need in the schools than the provision of good, rell illustrated 

books . <43 ) ln spite of a further rise in the price of books (from 

an average of six shillings and th.reep nooper volume to eight shillings 

and ninepence) and the delivery of only fifty to seventy-five per cent . 

of orders, the scheme as extended during 1942 to a further five 

schools, bringing the total to t1Venty-three, 3417 pupils being active 

embers . (44) No p ise can be too high for the resourcefulness and 

determination of the organisers 1ho, throughout the difficult war 

years, not only managed to hold their ovm in the face of rising book 

prices and uncertain supply, but also managed to accept the even 

greater renponsibilities involved in 1'lidening the scope of the service 

under such conditions . That there 1cre adults in the city of 

Christchurch sufficiently concerned with the reading needs of their 

young charges to ensure that they would not be deprived of the chance 

of future cultural benefit was a good omen for the post- ·mr period. 

42. ibid June 16, 1941 . 
43. N.Z . A to J, 1942 E 1, p . 2. 
44. A.R . of C. C. and S. P. 0. L. A. , May 31, 1943. 
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y 1945 th n r o c 11 n p r cipati XO :;650 n 

t ·enty-fiv chool to th e; but the lib 1 reportc 

t t th p t y r h a 

publishc s had xper 

th o t if icult p riod l ngl sh 

Ubl C tio 

c 1ldr n' 

ur ng h mr y r • 

n co 1 er bly r due d a , ltho n nt 

or r h d beon pl c uc tion Boar n th local 

ook 11 r , th r ults had be n po in vat th 

position, t 1e 'I r nd te."r on mr t , pro u tion h d b n cxc 

and 266 ell orn nd dirty vol c h h d to b 11 hdra n1. v r-

th 1 as, t1o ore school ere 1 te urin that y r ut, 1hen a 

third appli d, "t a dvi d hat owing to horta of bool tocks 

t ould have to be plac d on th aiti list . (45) n ix 

thi .he r·t tie that it a be n nee ary to r r se ad.miss-

on. lthou h th book toe continu d to incr aae, of' the 

could not be circulated b cau e o~ h problc of b nding. 

In 1946 only a hundred ere boun hil a furth r 3~0 ~ero 1uit1ng to 

b done. "Book eek" held in ov, lb r 1945 crent d d d t 

nd another large city chool clamoured ',o join th ch • h~n th 

libr rian resigned n that year, her place ~a fill d by _is 

1ho ork in the Childr n' a Library has · lrea y be n nt on 

Oo 1 y 

(46) 
• 

ith th succ sful concl ion of th war, it 1as o sibl ;o 

ext nd the s rvic :five now sch ols, althou h th two Lytt lton 

chools 1ithdrc1 to join th Country Librtry erv c , leaving the 

numb r of par icipating school t 1'1enty-ci ht . r . ell r portci 

of kill of the Iatio 1 

4S. ibid June 23, 1945. 
46 . ibid July 15, 1946. 1...,s Co ey cont ucd in l)oth o tio • 
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Libr y Cv, 0 r o 1000 oo h b n d h ch th 

gr t fully r olv.d o a c pt . 

to h n in v ry fair numb ra 

up lie of bookn cott 

to co in i prove nd1 a, 

p eially fro th United t t • In addit on to book ro t 

sourc , other r cur d loc lly n lso fro u edin, u·,tral a, 

and England, ith th r ult that th r r or than 5000 ook 

circul ting ng the t¥enty- i ht chool , hil 

n re rv • (47) Thi ill 1948 by 

book stock of 8435 books a ervi thirty-thro 

for runn r 0£ t'uture fr rvic , th per c p 

r due d to xp nc th xte ion o the h 

furt er 2000 

hie ti th 

chool • s a 

l vy had be n 

·to childr 

t ndard 11 as und r di cu s on. Furt er ore, in .h approv d plan 

or th~ r odelling of the c ntral library, th City Council had ma c 

p ovi ion for. ab 1glt nd roomy portion on th ground loor for the 

chool . rvico . (48 ) t ould thu app r h t th och hould have 

rosy f ture . 

This deta·1.d account of t10 ro1th of a chool library sorvic 

in Chris church h perhaps i pr o d th r ader i th t c gro rt.h of 

libr ry conaciouane and the libr ry pirit runo st ucation-

alist dui~ing the las decade . In n ral thi i true in post-

pr1 ry school also . When inv ti tion ii re c rrio out n thia 

field in 1934, it ~as r veal d th t, rith one or t o exc ptions, 

libr ry facilitio in both econ ry a1d tcclmical chool ~ere 

ca x .r. ly 

library Thi char 

ibi JUl 21, 1947. 
ibid July 12, 1948. 
unn and arr. op cit p. 43. 

r ch an approv to.nnard of' 

ctor 
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of econ ry Schools in 1938 h n ho t ted that, • th n co p r d 

11th t e libr y qu1pm nt provi d in oth r coun ries, th t obtain-

i in our om 

c . (50) 

econ 

o var, 

ry school· :t t> rikingly and di appo1nt1 ly 

th ye 1940 a the fir Gov r nt rant 

(or £1000) to po t-pri ry libraric , n y 1948 th had be n 

increa d to £19,225 hie ta h 

of five oh1llingo per pup11. <s1 > 

q iv lent of a 1 br·ry capitation: 

a rcoult, th jority or 
econd ry ochools are no quipp d 1"th equate or reasonably 

equate libr rio and the Chi r Insp ctor r ported that, in 

nd qu ntity, boo ocka 

irm capitation a1lo 1 nee 

er 

inc 

ho ing thu 

1945. <52 > 

alu bl 

It e 

re ult"" 01" th 

cntial that the 

r ,ading habit no :7 being foster in the el ntury c ool hould 

not be allon d to di in it inf'ancy t rough lack or mn. ... tur, at the 

post-pri ry leve1. 

Thi early acqui it1on of t r 1 h bit i ur t' crux 

o tho hole tt • u h r adi habit alone 1 not enou,h. 

The or inary orkl io doni h pl asur an he oppo • un ty 

o:r buil iI up h om coll c ion o good 1 at e by t•ohibi ti v 

pr1c s . or h 11 r.ry h bit 1 an s ntial up le nt to th 

re d habit. On th ., it o:r p ramount portance hat 

juvenile tast s .hould be a fir t co i eratio or t o in 11hooe 

h nd.s tho or uni tion o ibr ry A co ndabl 

in his dir ctio h s b ,n given by l City Li r ry ~ "ch, unfort-

un t ly, hds no po r to 1 lu nc the olicies of u ur an i·br ry 

ither on a count o:r paroch or lac 

p . 1 o. 

p . 24. 
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nte c t or f ilur to pprcc1 t to t ull th r pon ibil"ti 

of a public libr ry, ·1 pac ·1 t mod rn • 

his t: ilur y 11 b ttribut d to a ide pr b 11 f th ·t; 

h1ldr.n' rain 1 dequ ly ca r d for by chool librar·ca, bu 

i hi hly do ir bl , 1 ot 1 p r tiv , th t a chool libr ry 

s rvlce, no matter ho eff1c1 nt, hoUld f ction in close co-op 

ith a ublic li r ry serv1cc, to 1hich it is .er ly suppl mcntury. 

he ailure of uburban libr ies to race up to t cir pon ibil-

itio in this direction io 11 1lluotI'ated by th .1. ac hat only o.>i 

of h fourt on hav ju nile ub crib s enroll d (53) b · t o o her 

dington an Opa , hav collections of children' b oka on h .h 

p rent ubscriber y draw for th ir chilu~cn' r ding. Th 

larg t juv n·10 emb r hip i ninety hi c, in contr st, tro librar· 

ix and oov n juv nile omb r r ~P ctiv ly n th tot 1 for 

six librarico i 226. Y th City Library , 1here dequatc t:Lcilitic 

e provi cd, can boast juvenile emb r hip of 3500. Th · th r ar 

difficulties to be overco b for a a og,;uatc suburban se vie. c n 

b e t bli hed s ni blc, but ho o nti 1 oint i that tho c 

di ficulti s ro not 1 u ountabl • 

Alt ou h a first i h it ml t m beyond the cope o~ this 

theoi to incorporat the outlying chools, tho r.uoo iill appoar 

obviou hen it is r alis d that, ith th large drii't to tho city 

o ppar nt in ~Of Zealand 1nce 1900, it ia eoaenti 1 that children 

co i ~rom country districts hould also havo acq ir th library 

b1t ur ng h r pri ry ohoo1 c ucation. f th y h v not 

cover . 
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vanto:. e of th 'l.i r f c lit1 t h cit o o:rrer the • 

non. o h1 to th opl o'f: Z alan , 1 h vi it 

n 1935, rn d h tol th to liv 0 illl th ovin 1 th t th 

om1nion 0 d tin d to e a iry f'or tho re t of tl univ 

de the co t, b c c 0 i r ot n ~. 'I 

Ze triv to k it li' cultural c ntr • (54) Thi 

i l un erlie th v ry praotic l ch c' 1:0 ulat d in th r 

the Cant rbury soci tion or 11 h Te c nctioncd b 

ini t r or Educ~tion, to supply b ok ,o chil • n of count y c ool 
y eana of' a t av 111 library. (55) 

This ervice, ~hich existed for s x ye r rom 1~35 to 1941, 

rovid d a good upply of books 1 h t mpha i on a per onal link 

e .ocn the librarian .nd th chil en her ver po s ble. h r 1 re 

164 school in the ervic by s pt nib r 1941 and t y o.b to 

dra on a oc' of 7717 book ~hich r ng d from pri r l vol to orm 

11. 1 r 2347 childl: en uai th o rvic , 

hile the book i"' u • th high t on r o 
' ched h. oxc 11 nt 

tot 1 o:r 16. 38 1 an 1norca of' a O on that of th pr viou 

year.(56) Th re son f:or t 0 the oC r,e as th 

ncr a ed ov r nt int r t in rur l 11 r ry nt a om 

y th establis nt of th Country L r ry oervic • 

The Country Lib ary h ch as inau uratcd in 1939, ras a 
. 

·ocial and cultural xp i•i ... nt hich, 1 thin 1 to om her , ho red 

that, 

Libr ry for ural c oola o Cant r­
ptornber 25, 1941. 
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lthoUgh bar ly a yo r old, it l rly obviou h t u ful or 

h d b en done an th ~ound tion of till idor u f ne s l id. (57) 
fl r are onl cone rned ith it ork in h chools o Canter 

Aft r f'ull consid r on th Co tt of he vell Libr ry 

d cidod hat it a in th bes 

th x1st1ng or ni ation to b 

ts of Cant rbury chool for 

l a.mated ~1th th s e ·ervice. 

hi lg t1on took place rly in 1942. Bri ly, h new 

rvic o f re to upply pri ry, inter ediate, an di trict high 

chool •th book r to h children on t roll 'f: "o 

t ndard I up 'I rds. chool oul. r quir to p y v. of on 

hilli per ch 1 part c pati ,; thi not only h t adva ta c 01' 

oing ch p.r than ha.li'-oro n pr child :rrom Stand ... 111 up a 

er of books but also cant that th n 

in the past . (5S) hi sch , hich has tly i prov d in r cent 

y r , h of cours , 11 th adv t o of n t onal or isation 

is a point r to the advant s of c ntr lisation. 

hen the ~ rs Gov rnment ant to chool an cl i·hraric vm 

d in 1913, it con ist d or £527 for th 1hol or v Z al nd. In 

1948 hat ha • b en ncre a a to £80,462. (59) It. a.pp r nt 

not only in C nt r ury but throu out th 1hol o h 'Oomin1.on, 

there has een a co let rever l of th anpreci tion of he v lue 

of juvenile 1 brar1Js, a.nd, in many instances, h v t mprovoment 

that h v be n f ct d hav or inated in C 1 tch ch. Vheth Jr 

it has been ith pect to 

57. 
58. 

59. 

0 Pr as" A gu t 15, 1939. 
tt r from G. T. Alley (D r ctor of Country 

ocr try o rav lling Library Octob r 31, 
Voe tional uid nee Off Cl 1 tchurch. 
n. z. A to J 1.)~ • 1, p. 30. 

ction, 

i r y erv1c ) to 
1941, nt the 
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or to th chool ' Library oci tion, or to th Tr v 111 Libr y 

rVic , Ohr tchurch ha al y b n to th f'o • l thi v ry 

fact ug ta that the future c1t1z of Christch ch houl ve y 

libr ry con cio and inter t d in th tablis nt d intenanc 

of ood librnry ervic , it is lao matt r or pr nt ~z nt . 

'Jhy, it io n tur 1 to ak, do ity th t tak s 1 os, o intcrc 

in dee nt libr ry facilities play uch an important ol in ducatin 

its children o hav th v ry int r t lacking in their par nts? I 

1 t bee use of a cling of' regr t th t their o 11n oppo1 ... u 1 t l v 

not b en so gr t? I think not: but rather ha t i oro 

that p r nt , alt o h having no li r y int r ot homselv , ill 

r opon t o c to any gency h1ch la contributin .o th tel are 

or their children. .Lh s 1 b natural parental tinot, but i 

p rents of to 01ro h ve, in ad ition, cquir d t ibro.ry habit in 

th 1r youth, th rutur o the Chri,tchurc l rary rvi sho 1 o 

a ur d . 
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It has been the purpos of this ork to ev luut the orth of 

the Christchurch libr ry servic n the li ht of' th hi tory of 1 · 

ev Jlop ent. o th t the eonclua on b be n ro 

in a position to har 1ith th iter any mi ivi s or 

ations for th utur • a augge te in h rJr c , a 

throughout th entir ork, ood library facilities r a fi t 

essential of a high tanda~d of cultur , and th de of' tho 
:f' ciliti e t b nt r to the cultur l er d1t or b~ o th 

citiz no concern • 
o human 11 e it b co 

i h the incre sing complexity o th pat rn 

more t n v r impc ativ that ach nd 

every one of u hould ke a nc r and determined fort o 

und r tand our f llo humans hroughout the entire orld. ithou 

d rstand ng, ol r nc is impo ibl • ithout toleranc , a ard 

oatruction o not only possibl but highl robable. In num ou 

instanc s, that indL, pensa.bl 
~ 

ol ranee can be ac ui d by rcadi 

nd tle nee ssa.ry books hould ba av ilablo in any pu lie library 

or hy of' th nam • If' tho e b okn a not vailablc~ if', in oth r 

'lo ds, a public ib ry ervic not t.'ul:t'ill s corr ot 

ction, th n 1 · 1 of the utmo t import c tha th efi i 1 

ar b ought to 11 ht. rom thiG I m an to sugg t hat tl history 

o a libr r~ s r c th t 1 unctioni a it hould i only of 

, 
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ut the history of the library ervice hioh s 1nsu:f'f1ci nt and 

inadequate should be the concern of v ryon connect d ~ith it, from 

administrators to memb r • hi i th principal value hich I 

place on thi th si • Ii' only th people of Chri tchuroh can one 

bro ht to a realisation o:t' the deficienci s of the pr sent y te 

and an appr ciation of th v lu of an ad quat on , th ir future 

cultural nourishment should be ae ur d and they oul b in a 

po 1 tion to understand he outloo of their t: llo " hUJ ns · - wh her 

l· c , ~hite or yello • 

Th arly citiz ns o Chriatchur h, nli ing th futility of 

attempting to maintain th echanics' In t:t t1lte because of 1 ts 

pr car.1ous :f'inanc1al poai tion1 charged the Board of' Gov rnora o:r ho 

newly. atabliahed Canterbury Coll g ~1th establiohi and ·upporting 

a public library. It ~ould appear th t in those arly days thor 

ms an ppreciation of the truo function of a public library - cl o 

:vhy woul its control hav been vested in a bo y concerned w th 

duoo.tion? Likewl e it would appear tla some at 1 ast of the arly 

uburban libraries lore founded lit1 si ·1,r ppr ciation. Al t 

from the outoet :f'inanct 1 dif cult e became the ca.us of grcateot 

concern, but t oughout its :period of' control the Board kept its 

id: l fir y n mind and steadfastly objected to ~pen ing large sums 

of money on • t1 .. ash". Io ever, until r cent year , the City Council 

ha rof u ed to race l:P to 1 s obl1g tions and hao b e content to 1 

a valu bl inotitution oulder awa to co arativ us 1 uneos. It 

seems a eat j;J·ty that the City Council, ist1ng on its pound of 

lcsll 0 and n exact intorp t t on o· t e letter of.' the law, d an -

od e. share of tl endomnent from an a11-. ,acly impovoriahed Coll eo. 

t 
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o-day th incongruous po ition e i t in h·ch all the r t p y r 

of Christchurch contribute to ar s the upkeep or th Cant rbury 

ublic Library of th suburban libr rie y t only ubscr1ber 

av the right to borro books. owev r. he most important point 

t b d is that th re has b n a change in outlook on th part 

he citizens. er a there as one an appreciation of the purpo 

of a public library, this has been r placed by a frame of nd ihich 

e arda "public library" and "book olub 0 as synonymous terms. Thi 

a b en empha iaed ev n more mark dly in the suburban library ph re. 

hat is n cesaary is return to the form r cone ption. The 

olution is in th hands of the people and of the Council. Proof is 

ot lacking, both in New Zealand and overseas, that there should be 

definite liai on bet en city an uburban libr?ries, if not 

complete centralisation. Although it is a compnrativ ly eauy task 

to point out the defici ncies in th present system an to deduce 

the r quisite r for , the gr at difficulty io to ducate the p opl 

of Christchurch to a degree at which they will be pr p ed to act. 

In a c~ty whose very future is jeopardised by parochialism ( I refer, 

ot course, to the question or the amalgamation of outlying areas 1th 

re t r Christchurch ), a solution to this proble would appo ev n 

ore re N vertheless, the encouraging inter st hich has b n 

t ken in juveni1e libraries throughout the country, and especially in 

Christchurch, during the last decade, gives reason tor beli ving that 

the future of the Library 1 assured. The accompanying graph of the 

embersh1p of the Library, with th mbership of the Children's 

Library superimposed, strengthens this b lief. The rapid increase 

in adult me er hip after 1937 should b compar d with tb e 
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comp at1 ve1y t bl mb rship of th pr c.di a v nt n ye r • 
, 

increase cannot be wholly account or by th p ssing of th 

depr ssion, nor by th gro th of th city popul tion, b o us that 

n a st on ov r the hol p riod under r vi • 

Ia 1t unreason ble to pr s that 

Ohildr n' Library since 1925 1 reflected in this rapid gro th .of 

the adult men1b rship? If uch a pr sumption is justiricd, it is 

qually justif iabl to exp ct a urthor 1ncrea in adult er-
hip to follo on from the more rapid growth of the Child?> n's 

Library membership ince 1944. en if the adult of today ar 

rely inter ate in th ielfare of their childr n, t ould at 

reasonable to sugg st that those childr n Till, in th ir 

parent , hav alao an appreciation of the value of good 

liter ture and th spirit of tolcrano • 

-000--000-
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APP NDIX A 

The Cant :rbury u eum and Library Ordinance, 1870. <1 > 
(F bru ry 18, 1871) 

:vherea the speoi ns of Natur l Hi ory nd otler public 
property depo ited in the eum of the Province o'f C nterbury have 
now beco of considerable v lue and \ hereas it is de d exp dient 
for th promotion of Literature and Sci 10 that a Public Libr y and 
a chool of Technical cienoe hould be atablishe and th t the 

peclmens of Natural istory ooks Pictur s anuscripts St tute and 
oth r objects now deposited in the said ~ semn hich now b long to 
the Province o~ Cant rbury or h1ch the Province may hereafter acqu 
by gift bequest purchase or exch nge should be d po ited in the 
custody of trust orthy persons. 

Be it therefore naoted by the Superintendent of the Provine of 
C nterbury with the advice and consent of the Provincial Council 
thereof as follo a: 

1. A oard of Tru tee composed aa hereinafter m ntionod sho.11 be 
and is hereby con tituted a body politic and corporate by the name 
of "The Trustees of the Canterbury useum and Libr ry" by hich nan 
such body corporate shall have perpetual uccession an slall h ve a 
common seal and shall by the same n e £rom ti to ti sue nnd b 
ued implead and be i leaded in all courts cl shall be able 

capable in la to take purchase nd hold to them and tleir succossora 
all goods chattels and por on.al prop r·ty iha tever ei tl er no depo i te 
ithin the precincts or the Canterbury u emn or h reafter to be 

acquir d by ift bequest purchase or exchan e nd shall also b able 
and ca able in la to purchase take and hold to them and their 
successor not only such lands buildings hereditan~nta und possessions 
as may from time to ti be exclusively used and occupied for th 
imrnediat require ents of t e said us um but al o any other lands 
buildings heredita nts and po ess1ons whatever situate in the said 
Province or elsewhere hich may be purchased by or ~ranted to them and 
they nd their successors s all be able and c pablc in law to rant 
de ise lienate or otherwise dispose of all or ny o~ t e said 
property real or personal belonging to he said useum Public Library 
or School of echnical cienc and also to do all other matters and 
things incidental to or appertainin> to a body politic and corporate. 

2. Provided always that it shall not be la\7i'U.l for the eaid 
ustees to alienate charge or demise any lands ten . nta or heredita­

ents to which they may become entitled by rant purchase or otherwise 
unl ss ~1th the approval of th Superintendent and Provincial Council 
of the Province of Canterbury '£or the ti being xcopt by my of 
le se for any rm not exceeding thre years fro t o ti ~hen such 
lease shall be made in an by hich there ohall h r s rved .. nd de 

1. Ordinances of the Provine of Canterbury. ossion XXX1V. 
(relev nt portions) 
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DIX -• 

An Act for pro oting the Establi l nt or a Public Library in t c 
City of C is tc urch, in th P1•ovince of' Canterb y ( 1 ) 

( 'cptc b r 22, 1873) 

ereas it i expedient that a Publ_c Libr ry ho_uld b e tabli he 
in th City of Clu'i tchurch: ·And re section our u dred and 
f'ive nd our hundr d and oix in the aid city, · ith the buildings 
thereon, an al o cert in ooka nd oth r ch tt 1 ~roperty, ar no 
v te inc rtain p rso a uate s for th, iber of: an un rt k-
1 ent r d into for liter ry a a sci nti:f'1c purpo es, for crly 
called 'The Christchurch echanica • Ina ti tute,' but no 1'..no as 0 Th 
Christchurch Literary Institute", and her ina.t'ter alled 'th said 
Institute," and uch land nd oth r property is no hel by he 
Tru te s subject to th irect1on and control of Co itt of 

an ement to bo annually elect b he m mbers of th aid Instit­
ut : And her as th aid Cormnittee, ith -t e consent of the eneral 
body of member or the s id Institute, have aienifie h ir illing­
nes to ban over th oaid land and prop rty ~or th purposes of a 
Public Library: And wherea doubto have ari en a to the power of' the 
Truste a to dispose of' the said property f'or uch purpo~ , and uome 
of the rustecs are bs nt f'rom the Province of Canterbury, and it is 
expe int that poier should be given to th 'rust es in th said 
Province to trnn.s:f'er such property to tle Superintendent or th 
Province of Canterbury for t e purpose aforesaid: 

1t ther fore enacted by the G ncral Aosembly of Ne1 Z aland in 
Parliament as niblod, and by the authority of' tho sa e, s f'ollo m :-

1. he Short Title of thi Act shall be " he C nterbury Public 
Library Act, 1873. " 

2. It shall be larlful for any t o or th rus ·ees of tl said 
Institute, at the request in writing of' the peraonn no ing for th 
time bein as a Committee or anagem ~t or the aid Institute, or of 
a majority of t em, by deed to convey and as ign all such estate an 
interest ns is nor vested in the Truste a of the said Institute, all 
and oingular the r al and p rsonal prop rty o vested 1n the said 
rut a in trust for tho menib re t hereof, to tho pcrinten cnt or 

the Province of Canterbury or the purposes ot a Public Library, on 
such ter and conditions as may be h reafter agre d upon bet cen 
the said Trustees and th said Superintendent; and upon the execution 
of such d e , the land convey d thereby shall vest in the upcrintend­
cnt and his successors in fee. 

1. Statute or N.Z., 1873. p.83, 0.24. 
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APPENDIX 

On)) cc lbcr 1.5, 1873 the Trustees of' the Christchurch Literary 
Insti·tute conv y the half'- cro of' land t th orn .r of Hereford 
Street and C~ri e Terrace, i th all buildin s th r•eon, to th r 
1ith .he books, furniture, chattels, an cf'f'ccts, to tho Superin-
t ,ndc. t o!' Canterbury, "upon trust f'or the pur·pos . of' a public 
library, to be e .... tabliahed and int in d under anl n pursuance of 
the provisions of 'Tlie Cant !rbury Aus .um und Libr y Ordinance, 
1870,' oubject nevertlcless to the onditiono expr sscd of' a con­
cct•ning tho same - that i to say, t a a readin -room and circulat­
ing 11 rary or at lea t equal di nsions, both as re ,ards space and 
number of books and periodical to tho e conveyed and oSi ne , hal: 
be conotantly main nined in t said buildir a, or in ny new build"r 
to be er cted upon the said land in the place of' th ,x ting uildi 
nd that such books an periodicalo shall rro titc to timo b uppl ~ 
ontcd and increased, so as to oati f'y :futur r quir.m nts, and gener~ 

ally the institution maintained in accordance with tho usu 1 nnd 
recognised sta d of a public circulating li1>rary and r ading-room; 
provided always hat Lhc Superintencent and his successors, or other 
the acting truate s of' the institution continu to ex rcise t c 
discretion njoyccl by the pre .. ,ent management of' det rminin upon the 

ooks hich shall be r tained ol ly for r f'cr nc ; and h t the 
vant gcs of such r ad.in .-room shall be op ned to tho public f'r e of 

charg , and that the advanta eo of th circulatin library hall be 
op n to tl1e public either f'r e of charge, at the discretion of' h 

nagcmcnu, or at char o not gr ater than tho cha ges f'ollo in~ 
t.ll tis to c;y, 20s . per annum, payable either yearly, h"lf'-ye rly, 
or quarterly, in advance . " ( 1) 

1. Document of' transfer of Literary Institut, to upcrintendent of 
Province o~ Canterbury. (relevant portions) 
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NDIX D. 

Cant r ury Co leg 
17th July 1 08 

i or hip tho nyor of C 1stch ch 

D r ir , 

a th r for nc to the conrcre c t at took place this 
d y b t en th oard of Governors an the inanco Co ittee of 
your Council, in or er that the tt l' 1 ay a um a concrete f'orm, 
I no b g to su it t ntative proposals subj ct to the pproval of 
the o rd of Oo~ rnor , as follo :-

includi 
t of' 

That the City Council 
buildings, Libr rian' 

men b 1 ent od 

th Pub 1: c I~ib ary 
ooka, etc • • a from 

2. That h Oarm ck Truot {no~ pro ucl .£400 per y a , 
nd ti t d n or certai c t nco to pro uco fro £800 to 
900 a year), and tho Po tle quest 1666, b come th prop rty of' 

the City Council under the con itions of" the resp ctive Trust . 

3. That the ccrued b lance of the Ga c • tate R,40 .5 . 10 
b also handed to the Council, ubject to the 'rust th.rein. 

4. That the accrued Sinki und of the Publ c Library 
u1ldings Accoun, umounti ·to £168.11 . 2 be lso h nded to the 

Council . 

5. That the Council pay the Debit alance· on th Public 
Lib ry aintencncc ccount, 7hich o.t 1 t January 1908, tood t 
£636 . 14. 1 o, also tl1 accrue an accruing L auili tics on the Li.brc ry 

intcn nc Account at nd from the date of' the e chan c . 

6. That th f'und o liho uaeum Library, and cllool of 
echnical ~ci nee ndo nncnt Account b d.evo· ed in :f"utur to the 

Colle e Library and other purpo eo ithin the control of the Do d of 
ovcrnors. 

7. That in consideration of th andin ov r of the Libr ry 
to th City, .he Council agr o to PLY to the Boar of' Gov.rnors the 
sum o!' £6000, thi oard iving the City the property rec of' all 
debt as far as the buildings and site are cone rn d. 

8 . Th t the oard of' Gov rnors bav th~ ri ht to ~ith 
rrom the fcrenc L·brary, books to an ber not xcc,din 2000, 
hich r pee ally r,quired and adapted for the purpo o of the 
lle e Libr l'Y. 

I 
1907' 

ad that th boo in the Lib ary at 31a 
cnce 17,182, Circul ting 24,1~69, Total 41, 51 .. mre, 



14 • 

'.h~ actual co t o th , etc . , to h o I ha. 
b n n rly £12000 . 1874 to 1907 1 
£14,210, th it y be e tim t d o h v lu of £2600. ' ki 
t value of th Building , oit tc,at £12000, nd c ti tin, th 
books a of an v r e v lue or 5/- each, t e c sh v u or th 
In titution oul stand at 22,413, 1hil t the qu 3ts arc no 
returning .£466 )er y ar, ith a pro p ctive v· 1 an e rly te 
of at least £400 or . . he inco of th Libr y 1 t y ar from 
ubocr1:ptions tc . , a £1006, nd th r,v nu f'or the fist half 

of th curr nt y r 1 in e cc~s of th t rccoiv for th s me p io 
of 1907. 

I true the ba is 1hich I hav now au e·ted be 
asai ance to th Finance Co 1ttoe in coming to a ec1s1on 
r rd to th proposal of ~our Council that the City should 
ov r the Public Library. {1) 

You fnith:f'ully, 

G. i . Rua ell 

of' 
11th 
ta c 

Chairman of th oard. 

1 . c.c.c. File - Lotter No . 1~327. 



APP NDIX E. 

An Act to rans:rer he C ntorbury Public Libr ry fro he C ury 
nivereity Coll e to the Corpor ton of the City o:r Christchurch. (1) 

( e r 30, 1948) 

h reas th Canterbury Public Library ia controlle by the 
C nterbury Univ r 1 ty College, a d t11e a et libr ry r 
ve t d in tho College: And whereas 1 is no nticip t that 
considerable expenditure ill b involved in the ro er velo ment 
of the Libr ry and it has been agreed by and bet~een the Cant rbury 
Univer ity Colleg Council a d the Chri tchurch City Council tl t 
it 1 des1r ble that the L1 r ry as 1hole be tr s:ferred to the 
Corporation of th City of Christchurch 

Be it th re:rore enacted by the Gener 1 s ly of ~ Z aland 
in P rliarnent asae led and by the authority of the sa , as :follo 

1. (1) This Act may be cited as the C nterbury Public Libr ry 
Act, 1948. 

(2) This ct shall come into force on tho ir t y of Octob r 
n1net n hun nd f orty-ei ht. 

2. ( 1) On the :first day of Octo r, nin teen l1und.r d and f'orty­
cight, the vesting in the Canterbury University Colle e of all tha 
;par 1 of land containlng t1Vo roods, or thereabouts, situat d in the 
City of istch rch, being Town Sections 405 and 406, and being all 
the land comprised nd de cribed in certific te of titl , vol 
364, folio 261, Canterbury g1atry, shall e ee ed to b cane lled, 
an the eaid land shall, as on nd from that day, be dee d to b 
v st d n the Corpor t1on or the City of' C latch rch. 

(2) The District Land Registrar ••• is h reby o po1 ed ••• 
to tr nsfer he title to ho id lan into t na e of t e ayor, 
Councillors, and Oitize of the City of' Chri tchurch. 

4. 11 the land and other assets roforre to in sections t~o d 
threo hereof ohall be held by tho Corpor t on of t City of' Christ­
church upon the trusts nd f'or th specific pu o c contempl t d in 
res oct of a library by th Canterbury useurn and Libr ry Or in nc 
1870, nd by a c rtain deed dat d the fifteenth ay of ec her, 1873, 
ihereby ,h said 1 nd and then-existing avot o th. Library ~ere 
conveyed by th. Truste a of the "Chri tch ch Litera y I t1tute' to 
the uperint ndent of C nterbury, and ubj ct to any p cial trust 
affecting an,v of such a sets. 

7. The Cant rbury Univ rsity Colle e Counc·1 
to th Chriatchu c'1 vi ty Council t:or th pur o 
Li r ry one-fit:th o the net income available t:rom u·e , Li r ry 
and chool of Technic 1 , ·ience n o :nncnt . 

8 . The trustc.s .or he ti 
late of Spr1n ton, far er, deccas 
the Christch ounc11, to 

tatutes of . z. , 1948. p . 1155. 
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circul ti ep rt nt of th Public Li r y 11 
be payable to he C nt rbury Univ rsit~ Coll g 
i tis Act had not been -ass d ••• (2) 

on y hich o 1 
ror uch pur o ea 

2. This cl u places ection 2 o clau c 7 r.r rr to on p. 74. 



( 1) 

{b) 
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to t o Jo ls o he l Zealnn ouee ot: 
pr sent tiv ; 1881 to 19l9. 

Chri.tch ch City Council Officora' por 
. istchu11 ch i ty ounc11 ar oo ~a; 1905 

Government azette of th Pr•ovin o of: C nt 
ournnlo o h Cantero ry P ov eial Coun 

1876. 

; 1 922 to 19 9. 
to 1940. 
rbury 1 72. 
il; 1859 0 

Ordiru.nc o t e Province ot: Canterb y, 1870 to 1875. 
Ponu.lntion Census, Co us an clt tiotics ov rt n ; 1945. 
tatutes of w Z l • 1869 to 1J • 

'v ng N,~ ', C tchur h . (daily); 1913. 
'Lyttelton T mes , Christchurch. (w ,kly 1851 to .ruly 1855, 

bi- mckly Au "ust 1855 to ugust 1863, tri- 'I kl 
s pt mber 186.3 to Jun 1865, tl er t ly); ·1 5' 
to 1917. 

"N w Z l nd ~ibrari s , ~ 11 ngton. ( ont ly); 19.38. 
"lrh C i tchurch tar- un', Chr·stchur h. ( aily); 1935 

to 1948. 
"The P1.. s ", Chr;:i. tchw: ch ( ail;y); 191 2 to 1947. 
"Th , Star '' Christ Ul"Ch. ( do.ilf); 1913. 
' un', Chr. otch ch. ( 1lyJ; 1918 to 1929. 
ii llington Post 0

, ell'neton. (daily); 1929. 

(2) UNPUBLioHED 
(a) 01 ICIAL DOC 

7ill ot: J es G ck. (Copy dc~osit d t tho 
Of'fic, Cant rbury Collcg .) 

/ill o Arthur Po'·tlc. (Copy deposit ,d. at he 
Of't'ic, Cant rbury Colle .) 

(b) INUTES 

istra1~' 

gistr 's 

Board of 
1949. 

ant rbury Univ rsity Coll ge; 187.3 to 

Cllriot hurch 01 y an uubui~ban Public chool ' L br y 
ooci tion; 1938 to 1948. 

Cl is church City Council and ub- o •tt es. 1883 to 1948. 
Christ hurch ccha c ' In t. tutc ( C nterbury Publ" 

L1br ry}; 1ar-4 o 1 73. 
Linwood Publ c Library 1909. 
t. Albans ut ai rove. nt A ociat·on. (nt t. Alb s 

Public Library) 1867 to 1870. 
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1930. 
1903. 
u l chools of c n rbury d 

ociation, C nt rb y Di rict 

anual of Childr, ls Libr ri a 
n th, Libr ry A sociv.t1on) . 

L br i•y Trend. (Univ rsi y of C i ago) 

and 1 n (A cklar City 

t . artin Pub ic Library 

aking (All n and 

· tory of' No 
ch. 1921 . 
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(e) 

(f) 

p· . - -: '- - ' -: ( 
,.. p, RTM:-NT 

,CH. [ ·-· 

church, 
Chri tch 

c Libr ry. 

. c. ifi 1 ' 

i tory of' 
Lt . ) • 

z 1 d 
1916. 
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