
t e Council oul oon be ·n a o it on to provid , t h o h each · 

y, a v stly · prov d e vie • He conclu don tle 

th t ii.. ould b interest ing to kno. hether the 

promise to p even uubm'b n libl' rics !'rom be n "a.b""or cd" 

promiue o oppo e his ve_y n,ce sary de ree of centralisation. 

The ·ayor' s silenc on the a ter ilas eloquent . 

Three 10 ks 1 tcr , sp aKing at th Annual Jeet1ng o!' the #alth 

Library, Councillor Andre~ expr ssed the opin~on that the suburban 

libraries 1ere doing a very noble and se!'ul tor · in serving their 

res cctive localities and it •1oul a disas'tc1' if' they,. ore allo ed 

to go out of existence . This state cnt oho ed an cv n eater 

cad o!' som unkno m peril than did tl at of c ayor. In order to 

s feguard myuoli' !'ro any s ,geotion of misrepresentation I prefer to 

uote the remainder or his speech verbatim. 

" any people com.plain that they cannot o tain books of reference 
from oubu· nn libraries and for that reason 1ould do a· ay .1th 
suburban libraries al to ether. They f'orget, ho 1ever , tnat suburb
an libraries are for the most part unable to prov· c e expen.s· vo 
books such as nre require for refer nee purposes . A reL r,nco 
library is a library to 7hich p_o cssional en - octors, la~yero, 
scientists and nginoers - can have access, und from ·hich t cy 

ay be able to obtain those i; or ~s that . ill help them in t· cir 
separate stu ie • A thoro hly 1ell oquipp d reference library 
in tlo centre or the city ,ould meet those re uircmcnto . People 

o ld not ·n trav lling so.e dist nee to av il themselves of the 
opportunity f'or self e ucation t at uch a lib1•,ry 10uld af'ford. 
ut I do not thirik that peopl ·ould travel so e istancc si ply 

1'or the sake or light readin • L ght reading is bos~ oupplied 
by the subux•b n libr r:i.es, and I, for one, hope tho. t the suburban 
libraries .1ill continua to exist . " (84) 

ourely this att'tude shows complete and u~ter ignorance of the 

of t.l ors "public library' . It 1ould seem up aron th t the 

pcaker i•egarded such an institution as synonyrnoui..> 11th a co 
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