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dischargi g it full r sponsibiliti s to the pu lie if it 
ia& been able to sho; a large fiction i .ue. 

This is a poni tion hich .ould not or a moment b tolerat d 
either in Great ri tain or the United States 1he1,. the fu ction 
of the public libr~ry is re lised as educational, vocational and 
only to oome ex.ent recreational . The order in Ne Zealand has 
tended to become reversed. Indeed thi o ave co e to uch 
paoo that public librarie are coming into actu 1 disf our ith 
some sections of ·'e co unity, ecause their li t iction 
3orvice ls ot a slickt fr sh and up-to-date a that supplied 
by a 1op librari s . ' (82; 

passa,J has been quoted in full becau c to my 'nd it. giv a a 

ctly clear and conci e account of the dangers of the ... ubscr·pt·on 

system. Clu,istchurch suburban li r&ries hich co plain of competit-

rom the cozmneroial boo clubs ar obviou~ly not fulf llling t ir 

unction. 

B t it is not only the librari .s t at have mi ta ·enly elievcd 

that their service to the corranunity has e n a!l hat it oho d be . 

A similar attitude ha b en char ct l"'istic of . ny Ci y Councillora , 

and so hao militated again t any eatia:Cactory refor • Th first 

ajor stir occurred early in 1937 en, at the annual eetin~ of tho 

Addington Library, the ayor ( !r. J . • Deanland) rcne :ved his assurance 

that, as far as he ms concerned, ·he suburban 11 ruries would not be 

"absorbed into the central system. " Si ce th~s couru had never been 

suggested; the Editor of "The Pressn, in a follo1ing editorial, 

ou gestcd that it i ht seem reasonable to ask :r. B nnland to go 

beyond negations and explnin his views on tho library oituation 

in Christchurch. The Editor outlined the system hich operated in 

ell ington and Auckland nnd opined that, as arrangements for tlc 

transf'er of the main library to municipal control 11cre in the o:Cfing, 

82 . "fo 'I Zealand Libraries" ( Of'f'icio.1 Bulletin of the • z. Libr ries 
Association) ellington, April 1938. N. S. Vol . 1, No . 9, p.1. 


