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supplying the elves ith pleasant read ng tter, pa ly t public 

expenoe . (81) I L .• 'n icative o the ener 1 1 ck 0.1. 'ntereot th t 

t c majority of h people 0ho~cd uch apathy l th f co of' xploit-

ation by a fer of their fello • lorthy councillors ould hold up 

their hands in horror if i were su gested that a charge should be 

:for 1es1on to Hagley Park nd the other city reserves. They 

never been reserve for subac ibcrs or even ior ratepayers. It 

eat pity that 11th nuch a rorthy concept of then eds of the 

these same en 1ere prepared to overlook the needs of the mind. 

Tho longer the uubscription system continues the greater the 

that the literary taste of ~he public of C iotchurch 1111 be 

permanently impaired. This danger was emphasised by the editor of 

''Ne 11 Zealand Libraries 0 in 1938 hen co enting on the rapid g o th 

or Lhe ohop librari s t oughout the country. In sugg ting tna a 

good . any 11 r ries in New Zealand, particularly tnose in ~he 1 rger 

and medium sized municipalities, ould be :rucc 1i th the unplcaoant 

duty Of recording a oUbStantial decrease in issue , he made the 

fo llo1ing challenging co nt . 

"' hio is due to the activities o:f tl e shop libr ries ih:.ch have 
taken a ay a large part of the light fiction reading public ••• 
This pai ... t of' he public, nee it is ·h0 part wl ich pRys the moot, 
received far more attention than it has deserved, and in librarieo 
'1horc he f'rcc systom is the i eal the financial losn 1111 be 
regretted, but the reduction of' the proportion of' fiction lending 
to other parto of library ork iill ... calised as being largely 
a help and not a detrircnt . It is a fact that f'or years past our 
libraries ave been relying on revenue received from the eaders o:f 
ephem ral reprint fiction rather than on subsidies, hich as 
cduca t onal in .i tutions s t1~i v1ng against diff' ·cul tics to fulfil 
their proper functions, they might reasonably have expected from 
tic rateo . The neccovity for providin0 light fiction, coupled 
· i th the fact that this _as been a , oderately lucrati vc enterprise, 
1ao enabled library co ·ttecs to rely on he revenue received 
from this source and to :feel satisfied that a library has been 

81 . unn and Barr op. cit. p . 22. 


