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It is no appar nt that four orcee ob tructed th co ittees; 

of finance; the neccosity for voluntary ervice; t h 

to choose non-:f1ction; the ub cription yatem and its 

attendant evils . Because of these difficulties no action 1as t ken, 

City Council continued to dole out its annual ubsidy r ard

lees of Lhe :f ct that public oney a being ~quandered on t ird r e 

11 te1"a ture . Th educational v luc of th ubu ban librarie 

ained practically nil. 

One re son for this, and possi ly the chi f on ; is un oubtcdly 

t ie subscription bas1a; and these folloiing remarks apply also. 

thou h to a slightly lesser extent, to the C nterbury Public Library. 

t ilo on a visit to C istchurch in 1947, r . L. R. cColvin, 

librarian to the city of 'estm1nstcr and a noted E lish authority, 

contended that the sy tem wa founded on a erics of false basic 

princ·ples, and c .:efly, hat it should be a tree l r ary ervico nn 

not a subscrip ion one . "Libraries have to be free and open to 

everyone. hat is bein, done in Cl~istchurch no s to ofter a 

11 i ted ervice to a li i ted number of people . 0 urthc mor , he 

pointed out tha publ~c li rariea shoul rovid all cla sos of read n 

not better up lied by co crcial and technical libraries, and that 

aubsc iption libraries ar inclined to cater for the lo r denominators 

in :readin ·tastes and, as a result, co into co:rnpeti tion i th the 

c __ eapest purveyors 01' books . (BO) A sub tantially similar cri ticis 

of t he city libr~ry crvice had been made hirtoen years earlier 

hen UlUl and Barr declared that the oUbU ban libraries re, in 

ef:rcct, no thin · groups or neighbours in 


