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t is only necessary to state here t at, at he resulting conf'erencc, 

. J . Bell outlineithis purpose ·o the ass mbled del gates . 

continuin in similar v in, r . G. ann1ng dealt ith the manner in 

hich libraries could e utilised; by securing sta dard educational 

rritingo and book of an authoritative nature on odern proble s; by 

guiding readers in their choice of books; by organising periodic 

lectures and discussions ·ithin the libr ry; by upplying a list of 

books of an educative nature with a view to the establishment of an 

inter-loan service . Before proceeding further it is my considered 

opinion that these uggestions coul have provided an excellent 

nucleus for reform on the basis of a centralise or se -centralised 

syst m. 

However, in the general discu sion t1at follo ed there ~ae no 

unanimity of opinion. ile the Lin~ood delegates averred that 

many of the su· eutions already appli in their i stitution those 

from ydenham declared that they could not support the idea of guidin 

readers in their choic of book • urthermor , the representatives 

of the St . ~artins Library stated tlat, hile the financi 1 position 

ould not permit the expense of non-fiction, lack or time would 

prevent volunt ry helper~ being pre ent to advioe re ders. Although 

the meeting adjourned on an unpromising note r. ann1ng, in s ariz

ing the diacusoiont pointed out t1at three definite and practical 

su Jest1on~ had be n made; the di playin~ of selected books on a 

p ominently placed t ble; the issu of selected magazines to encourage 

t c use o~ non-fiction; the establishm nt of a special non-fiction 

department. If the suburban libraries a opted these ug~estions, the 

speaker felt sure that th y could confidently approach the City Council 


