
arc , l ike voluntc r flre ri ades, quite inadequate to the needs of 

a lar e city. (G9) It is only o be exp cted that volunt er orkers 

are l ittle intereuted in accurate and laborate catalo in and 

card-indexing. oreovor , th y have had no train n in buyin the 

better claos of liter turo or in culling out the old , disused 101 .. ks 

~ ic serve only to occupy valuable helf space . hon tle Clty 

L brary adds 5000 ne vol , e ... o he sh 1 vee of its circulating 

department skilled ha ds rapidly eed ou 45 0 volumes 1,.ich a no 

longer in de1 nd. (7 ) In this :nann"'r 1 t is os'·ibl to cr...su c a 

::itoa y supply of.' ne books ~i tllout being ~ra'Il ed t~or opace . But 

fi 'es and erGonal innpection sho th t any of the \;)uburban 

libraries, 1hilc en ur ~g a steady supply o odern liter ture , 

no lecL t_e equally import nt task or diaca ing the out-of-date. 

Hence hey f'ind themselves continually c1"amped f'or space and ca rying 

a ln.rg ., tocl{ of boors ,..( ich ay not h ve been in circulation for· t IO , 

t rce, or even five years . 

' he sucond in )Ol'tant cons idera ti on nus t s rel be the q_ucs ion of 

me .lberol ip . This question involves t e number of rremb;ro in _elation 

to the population or the a•ea served and the qu lification..; :for 

me bcrship . Apa:r•t f'rom a subscz•ip t1on varying f'rom nix to ten 

shilling;s per year , ( 71 ) Lher e is no cheer:. .on member"' hip ~ nd, i · one 

so wished, it ould be possible to belong to every library in 

<Jhristchurch. I ~ill be observed la these f:. ureo compare ore 

than f'avourably ·1i th those :t'or the Ci y Lib · ... ·y, !1 "c • , st l'7ed 

throuo;h municip ' is co welled to levy a "nubscrint-

69. :u.nn and arr . 011 . c·t . p . 22. 
70. PePsona ... inf'orm~t·on f'rom • ·.J. 11. 
71 . T1 ,sc aT', 194l3 fi l' n . 'l'he av · gc is 7/0~d . 


