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incrc s to 1700, altho 11, iith the a i· ion of e Bri hton to 

the city ::..n 1941 nd or umner and Redclif'f's in 1945, 1 ere wer 

fourteen 11b1"arics to be cat r d f'or from this a ount . he gr·nts 

gro. ed ucco1" ing to th size 01' the libraries o that the largest 

received £150 each hilc the small ot rec ivcd £60. (b5) It 

sccmo pertinent to ask :rhcthe1~ the Ci• y Council considered ·hat he 

sc vice provi~ed by the suburban libraries ias qual to that provided 

by, or · ,} :ch o ht to have been provided 'by, the centro.l ublic 

libral"Y• (GG) No atter hat the Cou cil thou~ht, it is obvious t'1at , 

in comparison to other ce tr·s, th ount devoted to the lib a y 

SY» tern enc 1 year was nt~rely inadequate . Ho ever, au the Council 

con ... ,idcrcc'l the oubur an li'braries o:t>th ov r t:>20,000 01 _ ublic mo ey 

in the period from 1925 o 1945, it ls imper ti vo that i'le is over 

the real v lue of th ~~ vice bcine r ndered. 

ir t leu us consider the nature or the system. 1th the 

p ti on or fools ton, each li i-•a1~y io mintai and se_ viced cnt ·rely 

olunteer 10bour. (G7) eu~h having, on an average, oev\.,;ntecn 

· rians of' hom approxi ately · f'ty per ce t . a re 10 en. All but 

R~dcliffs nd oolston are open six days a we k for n average of an 

hou and t. enty nutcs each day, al though aomc of t hem o.re open f'or 

three hours a day. ( 68 ) Conoidc i ; the volunteer n .tur of' the 

sys tern t ienc :figur•e are, indeed , very creditable a d he rrnbu1"'bt..n 

li i>aricn are co .endablc from the standpoint o ci vie intcrc::;t and 

ne.i. h o'UI'ly co- oper tion. Iio '/eve point out, t ey 
65. "Pl"CSG t Fe rt ry 10, 19l~7 . 
6 • y 191'5 the C uncil , !':i y to the C nterbu1"'y Public Library rmn 

£2 00 p .r ycr..r . 
G,. Al·hcu h mo~ p · 3~all honorariums to the Presi ent and Secretary. 
68 . The f'ig es in this paragr·ph av been conpiled :from a able 

pr p r cl by • . •. Duphof'f '"' . P . i 19h8j n copy of' 1l1ich 1u qt 
the Opa ,a I,ibra y . 


