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very small attendance at a f ther public eeting, nd it even so d 

11 ely that it .ould be difficult to raise enou h money to claim a 

portion of the government rant. <14) Ho ever, by October 15, it as 

reported that £110 had been collected altho h it as r rked that 

an unpleasant feature ias the apathy of 

benefit the library 1as projected. (15) 

ho e i"or hose 1 diate 

iihen the utual Improvement 

Association held its annual meeting a fe days later, r. oor, a 

vice-president , remarking upon the high standard attained by the 

library, said that not only as it t e pioneer of uch institutions 

country districts in the province, but it as also the best suburban 

lib ary in Canterbury. He declared that an ~ttempt to start a rival 

1i rary in another part of St. Albans would only sei ... ve to xci te 

to rene:ved energy.<16) But tl1e rival society continued in 

of its goal and, in mid-December, it ras announced that a site 

had been acquired, plans ere to be dram, and the building com."Tlenced 

in the near future. (17) 

Herc 1e leave the ot. Alb district for tho pre ent and turn to 

tle other districts surrounding Christchurch. The month of July 1873 

witncsocd a tre ondous quickening or interest in the library sphere, 

\7 i th public ectings at Papanui, Sydenhrun, 1'foolston, Addington, 

ilal tham, and Ne / Br1gh ton. At Papanui the question as hether to 

erect a new library and re din room or ihethcr to improve the exist-

' ing one which had been established in the Church or England schoolroom 

about seven years earlier, but ihich, after a some~hat precarious 

existence, had been compelled to close, being revived d~ring 1872.<1a) 
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