
79. 

public purs , and for their r luct nc to v to sho 'I 

rati . incr as s at the triennial loctio • In 1908 loc 1 o 

er gi vcn pow r to levy a library rate, not 

potmd, {G4) 1hil in 1938 tho u por 1 mit ~a 
et tl o Chri tchurcl1 City Council, since t i 

xc o ing p nny 1n 110 

raised to t1op nc • {65) 

ov r ·he C nt ury 

public Library, has levied a libr ry r te of' only .17256 of' 

1n the pouhd while th " nt collected (£6364/8/1 O) repr o nto only 

.00848 per cent of the total rate. (66 ) And o, ror the ant o:r a v ry 

~11 library rate, the Canterbury Public Library 1a allo:red to 

cteriorate to a ere shado or 1 ts :ror 0r gni:f'ice.tlc , an th 

uburban libraries ,; ~r llo ed to dev lop n a haphazard c 

which rnili tatcd against tl oir rendering the best po oible se vice to 

t he 1m lie. Now that the City Library hao b en acquired by the 

eoplo o:r Chl. .. i..,tchu1~ch, it should be :pos ibl to take i d: te t 

to rect £y this si tuat on, but, until the library oy tcm s ccntr li 

rat least co-ordinated,_ the position iiill, perf'or e, i .. e ln f'ar 

.. tisf' ctory. . It is to an unc eratandin · o the roi.:rt l and :lna. equacy 

of this system th t we mu ... t now turn our attention. 

tatutc oi' e,, Z eland, 1908, No . 124, cction 90. " unicipal 
Corporations Act . ' Thia applied to all publ c i)rarics . The 
"Public Libra i, .Act11 1869. ( vide supra Ch. 2 p. 21.+) u I>li d only 
to f'rce libraries. 
ibid, 1938, No . 3., Sec ·on 8 . "Junici'Pal Corporation) Amen .ent Act. 
c.c.c. atin~ Department. 


