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undertakings . The City, ho ever, has much ider 

can thus provide Christchurch i th a I,ibrary such as 

of such high status, ithout the continual fear of lack 

finance lurking in the background. 

ithout fear of contradiction, it can be said that tpe Library, 

received by the Council in 1948, as not of a standard consistent 

a city of a~proximately 124,000 inhabitants . Yet, in the early 

of the Canterbury settlement, it would appear that Christchurch 

library of thich it could tell be proud. In making a rinal 

ssesoment of the responsibility for this lapse, two facts are extreme

The College authorities, dogged rith financial worries 
1 

rere consequently unable to maintain all' the ins ti tut

ions under their control at an adequate standard. They had o make 

between keeping them all at a mediocre standard and cnsurin~ 

that one or possibly two were maintained at the highest possible 

standard. Because they choGe the second alternative, they have beon 

"trongly criticised by persons, many of whom have been in a position 

to fami l iarize themselves with the facts of the case . All things 

being equal a fair-minded person ~ould tend to uphold these critics 

but it is at this point that the second outstanding factor assumes 

significance . 

:b'rom 1869 , before the Canterbury College acquired the Library, the 

Ci ty authorities had power to control the Library and to support it 

from the rates. The belated acquisition of the Library in 1948 

clironic shortsightedness on behalf of many earlier 

This view is certainly supported by the facts recounted 


