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f the Libr ry's ri ht to a share or tle no nt, in th. v nt o 

ontrol being trans err d, - but, at that t ge, the City CoWlcil 

e no attempt to }>rornote the Library by financial assist nco, b in 

ontent to let it det riorate, b cau e of the Coll ge' financial 

Th burning point, in th next g n ration, 10s the 

the Libr ry's hare or the endo nt, an , until this 

as deci d, no settlement ras po aibl • c u e of th 

ifficulty or tho problem, and th concern of the 1hol country Tith 

• fighting of the ar, the to bodies ent red into negotiation i1 

pirit of comp omise 1ith th r sult thnt suti factory 1orking 

reement was re ch d, until uch ti it 1a possible to t an f r 

the Library to the City. This spirit of compromiae, unf'ort ately 

absent in past negotiations, lends to ~he c ne a touch or 
optimism. .A:f't r almost a century of financial difficultie , 

ho Library coul at last look forward to a future of ever irproving 

crvicc to th public, ithout fear of probabl etrenchrncnt v ry 

\7 y .ars . 

an hile, there occurred a number of internal changes and events 

hat cannot be omitted. In ay 1942, fire occurred in the ca ing 

y f'ilcs of n w pap n were burne • Ho i ver, had it not bef .. n 

rilliant save by men of tho Emergency Fire Service, who e c 

illeted across the street in the Y •• C.A., much mar u ge iould 

v been done . ( 1~6 ) As it was, th f iro was confin to the one room 

ich was reopened in Au st . A music aection, otarted 1th thir·y 

i ·ht volumes in 1905,(47) did not meet with much support but, in the 

• "Press", ~ay 4, 1942. 
7. ibid August 28, 1934. 


