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bat th Library could not receive ts juut due, beca ae of t e 

ina cial position. ro the :r ct set out so far, it cpp ars 

if t he latter alternative is more probable, and, o th tw nti h 

century dvanced, there can be no doubt that the financial position 

as becoming really desperate. Thus the atter as not allo ·cd to 

lapse for long before the oar once more callc attention to th 

position, when a deputation from it 1aited on the Fin nee Committc 

of t l1e City Council in June 1940. (36 ) The deput t ion p i t d out 

that the loss, for the preceding year, had been £412/10/,4 and that 

t ere did not appear to be any hop o:f imp1 .. oving t hose :fi ures, nor 

t·a t :poss.'...ble to carry on under such co di tion • ln stating it 

cao , the eputa,ion pr~1u1od eome interesting fi res hich sho·ca 

th t upward of a t housand percons visited the Reading oo every 

day, hile a da ly average of four hundred made use of the f crence 

Libr y, and about on. hundred children used the Juvenile Lib a.ry . 

"'hose :figure" sho.e<l. that about 1500 people used he free ·octio 

OJ. the library ea h day - and, it .as pointed out, that tl ce 

quarters of the floor space of t he building was cvotc to the free 

service . In 1939, t e City Council's donation to t Libra11 y had 

been £400 and, ~ith their oi'lll funds 'all n and t e Library under­

nt fed, the depu ation was sure t ha t c Council 1ould l"Calise the 

impossibility of' attc pti:i g to carry on. Tho }inance Co ittee 

decided to hold over the queotlon or a grant for consideration ith 

t he Estimates, 'nd, in the meantime, to recomm.1d the Council to 

approach the Board 1ith a view to the Library b~ing transferre to 

t he Council. 

36. C. C. C. Vol . 69, p . 21531. 


