
rate but subscriptions were still ch r ed. o ever, n C 

there as no library rate at all, and in this reopect, he aid the 

city was fifty to one hundred years ehind t1 ti ' " . 

one of the ost useful and ost popular i ovations to date 

ppe 

bury 

ed, on December 19, 1935, 11th he first issue o the Canter

ublic Library Journal . ( 25) A foreiord, by r . C.T . Ase n, 

Chairman of the College Council, explained that the aim of' the 

Journal would be to give to subucribcrs the best possible infor 

about books and authors and oO to act as a nid n tl el ctio of 

reading matter. The firs issue consisted of sixteen pages, ont 1 -

i ig selections o ~-he best books or all indo recently a dod to t 

Library , 1hilc " ookn of' the onth" ·1er. rcvi red by memb r or the 

star1· . Three thousand copies ¥ere printed and diotributcd free to 

subscribers . This Journal vhich i still in existe ce to- day, is 

the only one of its kind in cw Zco.l nd to have had an unbroken 

existence from its inception. <26 ) 

But , in spite ot: the fact that the service provid1..:d by the Libr ry 

wao s eadily increasing in efficiency and popularity, the financial 

position showed very little improvement . In 1935t hen referring 
. 

to the proposal for a nelV railuay station in Christchurch, the Prima 

1inistcr ( r . Forbes) saidt "Christchurch, :for ::>ome ti e past, has 

been fairly free rri th re ques t:.3 to the Govcrruncn t . Gruntcdt it hns 

the right to call attention to its needo, but 1hile it has been 

that, it las lagged sadly behind the other cities in the matter of 

helping itself .•• No you have asked me 1hat the Gov,r ent is ,oing 

25. ••Press 0 , Dec ,mbcr 20, 1935. 
26 . ersonal inf'ormation :from r. ~ . J . Bell . 


