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om a small sub cription, as complet ly fr e n s ractic lly 

he only import nt library, in Ne Zealand, not upported by rat s . 

I ·t had not been for the generosity of r. Jams Ga ck, it ould 

ve been ln a very sorry plight indeed. The article also declare 

that the hole Library needed re o elllng, bein gloomy, b ly 

li hted, nd f r short o mod rn standards of' library architecture . 

ct the Council made no effort to relieve the oard's bur en; 

lthough the economic dcpre,oion 1oul no 

ate unpopular or even impracticable . 

oubt h ve ma e a libr ry 

In his annual report for the year 1933,< 22 ) r. B ... 11 st t.e that 

e had received the off'er of a travelling nt, from the Carnegie 

Corporation of Ne York, to enable hi to visiL the nited Jtateo 

nd Canada, in order to study their library el.hods, and th· t 

rrangements had been ade for him to leave Ne Zealand in Sept;e er . 

During the Libr rian's absence, Dr . . P . Kepp 1, pr uid nt o~ the 

arne ie Corporation, visited Chri tchurch and, on making a thorough 

i spection of' the Public Library, cxpres ed hi ~elf well ~leased ith 

hnt he sa~, cntioning, in particular, the children's library. ( 23 ) 

pealcing at a young far ers' educational course on his return f'rom 

erica,< 24) r . Bell, 1hen e phasising the ne for free public 

libraries, inf'or ed his audience that in England and th United 

States people were library minded, and it wa.s the aim of all local 

uthoritieo in the U ·ted States to raise a library rate of one 

Yet in l c 'I Zealand, Dunedin and 'l'imaru ho.d the only 

li-braries, hilc in Auckland and ellington there -:-as a libr y 
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