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lie Libraries Act of' 1869 could be brought into operation. The 

rovisions of' the Act had been taken advantage of' in ·AUckland and 

ellington, and he sa'l no difficulty in doing the same thing in 

istchurch. his ould then allo· the Board to devote an extra 

to the useum and to purely educational purposes. 

conclusion, lr. ussell said that nothing ·ould be done to 

ioturb existing arrange ents, regarding the conduct or he Public 

ibrary, until the esti tcs for the next year came up for discussion 

n the f ollo 1ing Oc "ober or November. 

The matter does not appear to have be n carried furth·,r· until the 

xt nnual statement by the Chairman of' the Board, on April 27, 

908. (5G) The Library, he pointed out, had groun very greatly since 

t uas originally endo~ed, and the fund, from which it as supported, 

s also responsible f'or the maintenance 01' the uscu.m and the chool 

f 'rcchnical Science (i.e. the School of' Art and the School of' 

ngineering) • His opinion was, that, in cultivating and pro oting 

hcsc latter institutions, the Board was acting :Car mo:...,c i: the 

pirit of the pioneers, who granted the endo ent, than they 1ould 

in CX";>ending any la.r£·,er part of' it in providing fiction and light 

itcrature generally, for the people of Christchurch. He felt uhut 

he ti o had come, iVhen the oard might riell loolt to the City Council 

o realise, to some slight degree, its responsibilities for the 

ucation and intellectual life of t c city, so far as thove 7crc 

oncentrated iri the Public Library, and he hope tue time ·mo not 

r distant •7hen the City Council 1ould give a substantial grant 

ibid April 28, 1908. 
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