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used for the establishment of College Library in 1908, it 1ould 

necessary to balance the Library account, either by an increase 
. . 

the subscription rate, or by a reduction in the expenditure on 

taff and conveniences, Tith regard to hours of opening, unless the 

its ay to make a ant to the Library. (53) Ho -

ver, the Council replied that, at that ti e, it had no funds ihich 

could devote to the Library. 

on September 11,(54) the position ias set out in a leading 

rticle, in the"Lyttel ton Times;• hich cri ticioed the proposed 

ction of' the Board and reminded them that their first duty under 

e Libr ry trust was to the general public, and not ·o C ntcrbury 

oll ge . £he leader concluded by stating that, 'It rests with the 

oard, surely, to justify the proposed departure f'rom the practice 

nd pol.icy of' oo many years, and the public vill be interested to 

ear on 1hat grounds the chai an def' ends the proposal. 1 1r. G. I . 

ussell, the Chairman of' th~ Board, de a statement in reply, 

icJ:l appeared in the nc~:rspapcr on the follouing day. ( 55) He pointed 

owing to its precarious financial position, the Board was 

ompellcd to retrench in one direction, and he felt that the Library 

as the one institution 1hich should not be a burden on the endo ont. 

f the people of Christchurch desired that institution to be rnain-

ined at the high level ihicll it had attained, he iO>uggested that 

ey had the remedy in their own hands, as, if the City Council 

to provide tle money out of its ordinary revenue, the 
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