
34. 

reat deal of respect. Reference to early College reports shows 

tin 1881 (31 ) the Chairman stated that the number of subscribers 

to the circulating department had fallen off considerably, probably 

due partly to the increase of the subscription from ten shillings 

to fifteen shillings per annum, and partly to the nece ity for 

conomy felt by all classes during the past year. But 

that are available bear out the ex-Superintendent's assertion, and 

it is not until the report for 1883 that any mention is made of' 

financial difficulties with regard to the Library. In his report 

of' tho.t year,(32
) Mr. Montgomery ini'ormed the Board that, because 

of the heavy expense incurred in making alterations to the care

taker's house, and also because of the withdrawal of the General 

Government subsidy in 1881, it had been necessary to overdraw the 

Library account to the extent of £873. He added that the Library 

ommittee could see no way by nhich this debt could be decreased 

xcept "by larger contributions from scme source at present unavail-

ble." The available evidence thus suggests that, vhen the College 

authorities found themselves unable to operate the three institutions 

f'ficiently on the income i'rom the endowment, they at.tempted to give 

p the Library but to retain its share of the endovnnent. 

When, on l1urch 31, a deputation from the City Council waited on 

he oard (33) to discuss the position oi' the Public Libraryf and, 

re especially, its claim to a portion of the endowment, .ir. Wynn 

(who addressed the Board on behalf' of the deputation) made 
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