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~hree institutions on an endowment of' 105,207 acres yielding only 

1450 per year. <23 ) Even ~ithout the Library, the cndonnent ras 

arely suff'icient to meet the needs o:f the useum and the School 

of Technical Science. It is thus small 1onder that the Board was 

reluctant to part with any portion of' the endowment to provide the 

citizens ith f'iction, when the 1870 Ordinance refers to the 

establishment of a "Public Library f'or the promotion of literature." 

However, the Council reiterated the sentiments of ~r. ~ynn 

illiruns (24) although in a more restrained manner. The ?ayor 

considered that the Board had treated the Council slightingly and 

his suggestion, that a public meeting should be called, was ndorsed 

by the Council. In accordance with this decision, a preliminary 

meeting of' representative citizens was held on February 26 ( 25) 

to consider what action should be taken rlth regard to the recent 

resolutions of' the Board of Governors, and a sub-committee was set 

up to master the facts of the case preparatory to laying the whole 

matter before a public meeting. 

In an attempt to clarify the situation because of the app rent 

misunderstanding, the Editor of the "Times" devoted two successiv 

"leaders" to the library question. <26 ) In the first of these, h' 

advanced the hypothesis that there were three possible librarief' 

hich could have been intended by the 1870 Ordinance. The Cou 

adopted the attitude that the Ordinance referred to the existiJ 
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