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fil its other func+ions a evidenced by advertiseffienta in the 

!lowing November calling for eru:olmen s in elem ntary classes 

at'i th.-netic and announcing the f:iro t of a series 

lectures on co titutio al i tory. <13) 

It is the rule l'atl r• than the exception · i th such public 

dies as libraries and ot er s·rnilar institutio that the meagre 

can uc wm1la te by 1 eans of' subscriptions and 

nations are far from su:fi'icient to enable them to fulfil, uith 

reasonable degree of success, helr obligationn to the public 

at supports them and Gho ld benefit i'rom them. This was 

the case ~ith the Uechanics' Institute and on November 

1859 a Memorial f'rom the members to the Superintend.ent of the 

ovince asking for a grant ·;ran laid on the table of the Provincial 

unci1.<1h) Later in the same session a I'.1otion was granted, 

"That in the event of the funds of the province permitt!ng it, 
his Honour the Superintendent be requested to authorise the 
expenditure of a sum not exceeding £200, to be divided 
equally between the Mechancis' Institute, Christchurch, and 
the Lyttelton Coloniota' Society, :for i,he p rchaso of' books 
and periodice.ls for the use of t.he members thereof." ( 15) 

e Provincial Council by granting ·!;his request established a 

ecedent, whether intentionally or other~ise, and it is not 

further requests made for increasing sums. Thus 

wus a grant of £150 in 1861<16 > 1hf~c y 1863 the amount hat! 

to £250. <17) 

T11e f'irst year of lif'e of ony institution i3 a testing period 

• ibi. November 19, 1859. 
• Journal or t~ Canterbury Provincial Council, Session ~' 

Nov mber 3, 1 59. 
• ibid ifovember 29 1859. 

ibid Session X 11, December 5, 1861 • 
. ibid Session ~,September 24, 1863. 


