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en or all classes and pursuits, resident or non-reoidcnt, 
would gladly join in keeping up a roo that should be al ays 
open to ubscribcrs ithin reasonable hours; ell ~rnished 
1th books and periodicals; ell lighte and armed in the 

evenings; and fro 1hose store · they mj_ ht take home any 
books hich t ey 1ght ·ish to read a lei ure. Get a good 
book club and reading roo h s start d, 1 ctures and ot~er 
means or improvement --111 f'ollo • e are satisfied, ho ever, 
that t c ~ork ought to be a ~ublic on , i depen ent of all 
other socie ies J and adapting itself to t11c hours and seasons 
of all alike. ~7) 

If by this article the cd tor hoped to rouse the people of 

Christe urcl to act1on,h1s success muBt have been gratirying,for 

less than one eek lrter a notice inserted i the 'Times by r. 

C.J. Rae of the 1852 venture called a public meeting in the 

OddfelloiVs' Hall for Tuesday ay 26, 1859, 'to take into considcrat

on the best means of establishing a Jechanics' Institute."(B) In 

same issue the editor's proposal was vigorously attacked by a 

orrespondent who pointed out that one of the rooms being added 

o the Tom Hall was intended for a library and that a large numb 

r books and donations in addition to a stun of £120 had already 

een subscribed. (9) 

Nevertheless, the correspondent wrote in vain, for a rell 

ttended meeting on the f'ollo7fing day established the echanics' 

nstitute on the motion of the Rev~ c. Fraze~ who, in stressing the 

mportance and desirability of such an institution, stated that, 

in order to render it both popular and usef'ul it 1.s highly necessary 

at it should be conducted on tne most liberal principles and the 

siest terms consistent with its efficiency. <10> Evidently the 

ioneers appreciated the desirability of placing library facilities 
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