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It .s dirficult tod y tor li t t ther w a ti :rhen t' e 

ulc of the knowl d of m nkind as contained in ~ fo~ pricel s 

anu..,cripts ;rh ch ere :fai t.h:ru ly opi d by schol rs o e 'Len !'it 

of oth i~ d jealously gu ed. nk:i to-day io o f' o t, 11th 

never incr aa ng flood of lit.rature that pour f'rom the pr: ti 

1ith ouch be1ild ring r pid ty that, or many, th ts~ of 

·rting the heat fro th ch f becom o f'ri htoni tha hoy 

bandon the un q al stru gle and f'all into p thy. o rapid a e t 

v nc.s de in any 0 ubj cts thot ny 1orks arc alr a out-of'-dat 

hen they ak their :fir t a.pp aranc on th bookseller'· oh Ives. 

he xpense 1 ivolv d in keeping abr€.a t of t o e advanc i.J beyo 

the e ns of most peopl d it 1 b r th t good library provid a 

solution not only to the quest on of in iv· ual ponoe but also 

to that or s lection. The cultural standard o ny communi y i· 

lectcd n its libraries and the uao d~ or the • In a democratic 

ountry such as tllis th wish of the p oplo are paramo t an th 

1 must be born by them 1 thc·r libraries fail to ulfil their 

unction. This ~unction ha been admirably d fin d y tl late 

rof'.ssor u. La.ski ( Prore sor of Political conomy a he Univerai y 

f L don ) ~hen addressing tho fifty-eighth annual confer nee or the 

Libr ry ocintion of England. in 1935. 

'I belie~ .ht tho purpo e of publ c libra~y · to make cco 
tho heri ta.ge of cul tu.re, in th · idoat s na of th ·ord• to any 
who may 11 h to t k ad ntag o it. The first implication, 
therefore.of vioil is the nee to vie that h ritnl:li a o othing 
ind pendent o any e i l ttit d of ntln . ar not ntitl,d 
to narrow it ubst nee c us w ar oc:l sta or Cons rv tiv s, 
Chri tians or r,othinke~ , ~xpon~nt o o philosophy rather th 


