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A NAUTICAL WHIP. The Jong, narrow flag which 
is fastened to the masthead of many British vessels is called 
the whip. It is a narrow strip of linen, and is supposed to 
represent the lash of a whip, whilst the mast to which it is 
fixed forms the whip-stick. When Britain became Mistress 
of the Sea the whip was attached to our vessels, and signified 
that we could whip all other countries from the sea. This 
was done to defy the Dutch admiral, Van Tromp, who, after 
capturing some English ships, sailed into the mouth of the 
Thames with a broom at his masthead. 
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