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The announeeiiltmt of th;-d~th of Mr 
James Browne, better known by bis Mm de 
mume "Snyder," WJ11 cause a wideapread 
leeling of regret amongst colonial journal­
isb. The deceased gentleman was for many 
years a contributor to the columns of "'fhJ 
Daily Southern Cross," and ae a humoreus 
writer he was bead and shoulders above any 
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S3J8 tlw Wellington Evening Poat of 
rPcent <Ia·e:-" \Ve te;!ret to rel·••l"d the 
deatb o.t the age of H7 or Mr. James Browne, 
of Gish .. 1·11e, one of the u!Jc5t.auu most pop­
ular jnl'rna.lists in tbo colony. Like that 
of ali 1Vbo p11rst1tl tht! pt·,,f,·ssion in thc3c 
.,, Joni•.•s, Mr. Bowne'» ca.reer bas bcien a 
cbi q "e'"'d or1t>, n url t bore a.re ft!\\ journal­
i~t• ll'hO poPiiess ;.pvatel' exi oriAuc•J or- have 
used it wore fredy f•Jt' th" 1::ornl (If tbl'ir 
follows I h1tu did th.:? Ul'Cl"l\Sl•d l{entlewan. 
H•>ru JI\ Lond •.. u-·his fathel' hcinJ the late 
Vrncnuut :'.\f011tague llr,1wo,• -he tmiuti to 
lbe c.1lonies when ahont. li yl'ars of age• 
fot' diQg a.t Hol.,tl't, where he gained thoa.·, 
, xpt'riences uf convict. lif~ in Tasmania, 
whidi his pen bas so grapb1c>J.lly descrihed 
ju hL.1" 1lP1uioia•.•encesufaC .. lunialJonrnul­
i:•t." In tbc saruc sketcb1-s he h•ls,.. al:;;o 

of bis contemporaries on the New Zealaod 
prese.ForsomeyearspastMrBrownehasbeen 
conducting a stationer's and bookseller's busi­
nees at Gisborne. He leaves a large family 
of grown up sons and daul{hters, and the 
former have been connected with their 
father's profession. Mr Montague Browne, I 
one of his sonP1 is, perhaps, the most suc­
cessful theafrfoal agent in Ausbralasia, and 
Mr James Oakley Browne, another eon, is 
Parliamentary reporter on he staff of the 
W ellingtoD •'Post." The attar has pre­
pared for the press a collection of his father's 
humorous writings, which, we understand, 
will shortly be puolilhed, ~-----

~---~ /~~~­
~·~~/ ~-;,~ 

were nt one time copied into half the jnnr11:1 ls 
of the colony. He was a very genial ~h~r· 1 acter ; young and old enjl)~ed ~is ~~cu•ty ' 
aud no figure will be m<'re m1saed m Guhome 

I 
than thai of Tames • 8nyder' Browne, ns be 
was l.itterly ea.lied." 

We would add our tribute of ~pect. to 
the memory of the deceased jonr~mhst, with 
whom we were intimately acquarnted. Mr. 
Browne not loog ago rontributed a series bf 

I letters to the Gu.\RDUS, 11nd his ra_oy d~ 
I criptions of Povdrty ~y matters, wnt~ll lD 

a witty, humorous vem, caused the articles 
to be highly appre<'iated. 
It may uot be generally known that the 

Wafroa. GUARDIAN plant was originally O"'.ll· 
ed by the late Mr. Browne when he 111·as liv­
ing at Coromandel, and used by him. in the 
publication of the Coromandel Mail, the 

I last newspaper own~ by the _deceued ~en· 
j tleman, which flounshed dunng the pa my 
· days of that miniDIJ aettlement, but su~e-

1 
qnently came to grief when the production 
of gold failed. .----...-
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l\IrJames Browne, he:tcr known under 
the nom de plume of "~nydcr" ha~, we • 'l'here has been "a great shindy ent~Jy" fi; 

the editorial chambers of the Otag1,1 Guar.lian . 
learn, g iven np the proprietorship of the Tm!: Melbeurne Bulletin of December 29 It se~ms that something had been publi!Jhed iR. 
Coromandel i.Wail to take the editorship of givcfi an e"celknt onrtrait of Mr M:on- that Journal which gave umbrage to one Ctqitaio 
the. Poverty B ..1y Standard. The pro-

1

. tai(u Brmvne. ,brother_ of ¥eRsrs Browne Schwabe. of t11e w_,11ardso11 Fusiliers. 'L'he gal-
B s f ti r u . (" 1 lant captain thereupon armed himself with "big 

pnctor of that jourua! in securin,,. the ro ., 0 16 
A RANCH. xUARDI.\N, am whip, and went in search of l\fr '[ontague 

. ' o eldest son of the weU-known hnmourons " 
services of !\Ir Hrowne will, we feel sure, writer, ., Sn~·der," whose contribntions are Browne. the sub-editor of the paper, whom he 

b · · J supposed to have bee11 the author of !ht! offensive 
not e •Ong Ill discovering that he has so much admirP<l by the reo.ders of the paragraph. He at length found hiltl in his offict', 
obtained one of tte mo~t experienced and GUAR~IAN. Of ~fr Montagu Bro,~ne tl1e I a.ad this, according 10 the narrative of our con-· 
versatile journalists in the Colon . As B nll.etm tb1~s 1rwntes =:-"The sub1ect of temporary, is what full!l"ed :-" In the evening, 
b · · l <l d . . . Y a our 11lmitrat1on to-day 1s the abo,·e gentlP- about half.past 10 o'clock, as the ed itor was en-

umoris an cscriptne writer Snyder man. He is ho,vever more familiarh' gaged in the sublime con templation of sublunary 
has no equal, certainly no superior in Ne\'I' known in pre;a and prof~ssional circles by' things, he was aroused b_v the eound of high 

>!" Zealand. As editor of the Auckland the less granrloi~e, bnt more familiar title words in the a:ite-roum, IVhich ia the sub editor'•, 
l"I z f " 1\f t " M B · f f 'Apologise! I'll du nothi11g of the sort. How :zera d, in 'which journal he commenced 0 on Y· · r rowue 1 ~ a na ive ~ dare you, sir, thr~aten me?' were the words 
and continued to write for nearly tbr Gt>elong, w~ere ~le was born. 10 1849· Hi~ which fell on his ear.,. followed by a shuffling of 

I , . . ee own expression 1s th·1t he IR a Geelon.\{ feet. Opening the door ani.I standing with his 
) ears a senes of most humorvus articles goose. There is howe1·cr little of the arms akimbo, he placidly eurveyed the scent>. 
under the title of "MY Sentiments" he latter charactn 'about hi~1. Since his His chief officer and the military gentlemnn ,vere 
.succeeded in very largely 'Tncrea•in•; the ninth year he has been connecterl 'll'ith the engaged in mortal combat, the assault and fence 
circulation of that \·ery old established preRs, hMki,n only ?Y intervals in w hich pnrry beiag exhibited with sutne dexter ity but 

J. ournal "Old 80,,de ., h . II he hl\8 been runnmg Auccessfnl shows. with great violence. Captain Schwabe was per-
. -' r, as " 1~ genera Y F or sixteen years he was editor or sub- forming evolutions around the room "followed by 

~ailed by all .those to whom be 1s known, editor of n~eorotheroftbe leaclingmorning ' r Browne, who was bringiag" his hands wi~b • 
1s never offons1ve, ne\·er !'~rsonal, and never I papers of New ze.aland, and b•· pressmen much force and rapidity ia to violent contact witb 

l -' various parts of the captain's face and bead. Not 
wounds or hurts the feelings ot those whose t • ~re was considered the smartest all- .being accustomed to sneh scenes of viuleqce, he 
acts or words it may bt his bnsines~ to roi~nd newspaper man. He. ,was al8o sub- may nol he in a positio11 to jmlge, but to the 

I . r 'cJ1tor of the Melbourne Dai1y Telegraph . eclitor's eye it appeared the-~ tremendous 
~oinment on. n private if'e i\lr .Browne and was on the Argus reporting staff'. -thr.ishing he bad ever witnessed. He did" not 
is very mu.:h respected, and from his genial jD uring all :hat period he has always re- feel called on to interfere for eeveral reasons, 
nature an<l large fond of anecdote and tained the es.teem of his fellow pressmen . but primarily le the might himself get hurt, At 
personal recollections extend inn- over a life I Mr Browne is, however, best known to the length the military gentleman. lay down upon the 

Period 1·n the seve,ral C lon~ie of th Melbour~e public as.a businl'ss manager floor fo the doorway, with the literary gentleman 
. . o . s e of thcatncal co;npames. In N ew Zealand on the top of him, •Don't strike me when I'm 

Sou.them. H emisphere, his society and com- l he has run so.me of the premier comp:mies, clo1Vn," exclaimed the soldier.' ' No, you--.' 
d improper expression- ' I'll not strike you when 

pamonsb1p are alwi;.ys welcomed, an , to use his own ex pression, he knows yt>u' re down,' replied the lit"mire, •but I'll giYe 
- - · every bill boo.rd in Maori LRnd. He was you in charge of a constable,' and at the same 
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Hume time autl W'is ttltto le . ..i~ee of tbe 
Hifi~tnlill (nuw C:l11reud<>n) Hotel, ~f•mty 

'Was ttls0
• "ug1111ed nu 1he Pre•• f~ Mume 

little time. While hert> he tnKr> ie.f ,. 
'<l .. u.ih tt'C of the l111e J o•. Blaymire• • nd 
·Hnou "ft..r left for th<' W e•t Co t~t . Ile 
ul fimatel.v ic11ve up lit•ritr·f pur•nils 1rnd 
-loec1une a the .. triottt 1ucent in Lbe .rt. UMll'H­
lioo.• Q,1)011ie«, li~td hBH for Hutne )'651'11 
rrl~litd m Vwl<>rtli aud 8outh Au~1 ral i 11. 
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