
JIR. JA~ES "8XYDER." 
BRO\VNI~ -,.._. 

Says tb~ W dlingrnn Evening Post of 
recent <la' e :-" We te>rret to rec·n1"ct thll 
deatb nt the age of 67 ot M1·. James Browne, 
of Gish.11·ne, one <>f tLe u!Jcst au..l wust p1lp· 
nlar jn\'rnalist$ in tbe culony. Like tbat 
of all who µ111-sue the pnfrs~ir)I] in thc3c 
'" lonit•s, M1·. Bmrnc's caret>r bas l.ieen a 
cb1 q11cr<>d orw, a url 1 be re arc few journal
ist~ who pOFifiess r.rn:a.tct· ex; OL'iAUclJ or have 
11sed it ruorc freely f•Jr th·· ~ornl (If their 
follows lbau dicl the <l<'Cl'll"•'U geut.le11Jan. 
Tl•>ru in Lond,•u-his foth1er l>uin~ the late 
V:scouut JH.1utague Hrcnvn.• -he came tc1 
tbe c"lonit<s when >iliout. 1 i yPal'S uf age• 
!atidiog at Ifol.,trt, where he l{ain~d thos,-, 
t xpl•rier1ces of convict· life in Tastnaniu. 
whid1 his pen has so graphic'llly descrihed 
in hi~" R ... 1uiois•iC?lces uf a C11lunialJun1·nal
i:<t." In tbe sawe sketch1>s he bas also 
writt~n a to~cl.Jiug- hccriunt of th<.' struggle8 
,,f Bent and others fJr the freedow of th•J 

-::_~~ 

The announcement of the eat of Mr 
James Browne, better known by his no-m de 
plume "Snyder," wm cause a wideapread 
feeling of regret amongst colonial journal· 
iste. The deceased gentleman was for many 
yeare a contributor to the columne of "The 
Daily Southern Cross," and as a humoreue 
writer he was head and shoulders above any 
of his contemporaries on the New Zealand 
press.ForsomeyearspastMrBrownehasbeen 
conducting astationer'l!and bookseller's busi-1 
ness at Gisborne. He leaves a large family 
of grown up sons and daughters, and the 
former have been connected with their 
father's profession. Mr Montague Browne I 
one of hie son~, is, perhaps, the most sue'. 1 

cessful theatrical agent in Austx-alasia, and 
Mr James Oakley Browne, another son, is 
Parliamentary reporter on the staff of the 
Wellington "Poet." The atter has pre
pared for the press a collection of his father'e 
humorous writings, which, we understand. 
will shortly be publlshe_d. ~ .. . . , 

DEATll' 
Baowsa -On 5th No•ember, at hil residence, 

Gieborne J "mes Browne, jonrnali8\ , tlftb eon 
of the late Lord Viscount Montagn,' B7'::~~! 
and father of Mr. J. O&kley Browne.• o ...... 
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/ ,, · prP8S in the ~:tdy t.lays uf lllilitcu·y d .. spotidm 
in 1hu C<>lnny. ' Mr. Browne 8onn afl1•1· his 
a. •·rirnl j ·ineJ the '>t·aff of one of the Luun
"' st on l'" µe1 8, 3 ud nl'tt>rwn 1·us Lecat::1e edi. 
to1· o!' tb~ Get>loug ChroniclP.. In 1861 he 
•·au•e to ~ew Z<.'ahwtl. wh'!rl' lw joinecl the 
atnlI of the Uta~o D'i-ffy 'l'i11Les. Subse
qneut ly ht• ownt'd sevi;ral papers in Dune
din, Hokitik>1, ancl Gr·•'YID•>nth, und was few 
s"uhl .'- c,trs e ii tor of the ,\ u~klaull Hei•ald, 
in which pipel' hi~ genial ske••·hes nndel' 
th<> r;:1we uf" Snyt.lel'" of «ol.>uial do1urs •ic 
1tnd SC\tial life, displaying- a vast knowld!(e 
of h 11 man nn Lure, :i ttl'a.el ed eous:dera lile 
ntt<?nliun t hl'uughout 1 be eolony. Indeed, 
tlwy ha~e fr.,q11,.nt-ly lie<:n copiell foto 
]!;n~lisb and Awer:cau p_apers, being foll of 
qnaint humour hnd pcnntect, hut uot il'
uatnrt!d, s;tti1·e. lie was e\·er kint.ll_y h .. 111·t
, .. [ an•l g-ener.ius, :ind his prindplc as a 
j 111rnalist. was tr1 aHat:k evili; l.lut not imli. 
v.dual>. Amongc prl'ssmen be wai; ex
t1·Pmdy popular. and m:wy :l yonn:; jo11r-
11ali3t bas imfred h.r bis kindly auvi.:e. 
1,'or tl.Je 11tst eidit y~arn l\fr. Browne l.Jad 
l l~PO u. rP~id1:.·nt of Gi~l.101·ne, wh1.<re he was 
much estPemed. During a g1·~at part of 
1nat tirut' he condnete<l ouc> 01· otber uf the 
Gis'•ornc papers. Al•ogt>ther b.., h <S 

~~1·,e<J half u CYntury as rt eolollial pres<ruan. 
About a furtnigbt ago lie was altal'k"d with 
jnn<lice, !!H<l gradually sauk till lie exµire.d 
ut bis rrsidenee last nilo{ht. '!'!JP dt>ct>ased 
l!llUtlewau lea\·es a widuw aud nine grown
up sou~ and many grandchildren t.o deplore 
hi~ dreatb, which will l~ave R hlank in Gis
ltt01·nc, "" well as in the r>tnks .,f cull'nial 
j · •nr~ali~lll. not <'asily tn lie s11pplied. 
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H,efe11·iug to the tlentl.J of ~tr. James 
Browne, the l•l.Z. 1'imes says:-" He beloug. 
e1I tn u very o1J titled family, b•1t h.i seldom 
~poke or Lio pedigree. At 17 y~ars of age llll 
l1&cnnw eonueeted with 0110 of the Tasmauian 
pnpns, aud up to t .e time or bis death he 
was wore 01· less intimawly associated witll 

. j 0 111rn•liouJ. During a portion of t.he time 
thiLt Sir .J ulins Y oizel Wits «fr t>r :uhl 1•ropr1e
tur .,f tho Otago Da-i!y TirM.s Mr. Br•,wne 
>1ct.cd ns bis eub-editur; hur. wl.ien :ho W ~lrn· 
wltrma 1 ush llr<>ke out ht! "as sent there n.R 
IJJ1Ui11g i·eporter. He nfternn.rtla proceetfo•l 
to the West Const, "I.Jere lrn was inetrumental 
;n •tarti11g papers nt Hokitika aud Gl'tly
ruoutb. Then cilll'.le a Jn!J, aod i\lr. Browne 
J roceeded to Auckland, where he accepted 
lhe editorial conhul of the N.Z. Herold. 
lie owned a paper at Coromnndel in course of 
time, nud iu 1st.er years found his way to 
Puv~rty Bay, where he edited and managed 
tbe 1-J n-ald. Ile 8ta• ted a bookseller's busi
ness in Gisi.Jome, to which he devoted bis 
ntt.cntioP duriug the past four or five yu.r~. 
The fate Ur. Hrowue wro1e some exceedingl.V 
clever tliiuc':; and '.'ln;drr·~ •wit and bum·•r f 
were nt one time copied into half the j•mn1:1 ls 
of the colony. He was a very genial clrnr
acti;r; young ond old enj,..yed his •ocit:ty 

' rind no figore will he m0re missed in Giohome 

I 
than thai of James • !:lnyder ' Browne, ns be 
was 1.itterly called." 

We would add our tribnte of respect to 
the memory of the deceased jonrna.list, with 
whom we were intimately acquainted. Mr.· 
Browne not Joog ago <'Ontrihuted a series af 

r 
letters to the GuARDIAS, and his racy des· 
criptions of Pov~rty Bay matters, written in 
a witty, humorous vein, caused the articles 
to be highly appre<'iat.ed. 

It may not be generally known that the 
Wafroa. GUARDIAN plant was originally own
ed by the lat.e Mr. Browne when he. w~s li'l"
ing at Coromandel, and osed by him. in the 
publication of the Coromandel .Mail, the 
last newspaper owned by tbe deceased ~en
tleman, which fl.ou1ished during the palmy 
days of that mininlJ settlement, but aubse-

1 
quently came to grief when the production 
of gold failed. ._......_ 
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Mr James Browne, be:1'cr known under 

the nom. de plume of "~nydcr" has, we 'l'he~e h.as been "a great shindy entirely " 111 
learn, given up t_ he proprietorship of the Tn:?>: .,..,.elbeurne B11lJn.t"1n of December ~9 the ed1torrnl chambers of the Otagv Guardian. 
C d z .ru. ' ~ It se~ms thnt something had been published iA. 

oroman e Mail to take the editorship of given nn e'celk:::t Pflrtmit of Mr Mon- that 1ourual which gave umbrage to one Captain 
the Poverty B.1.y Standard. The pro- l' t.;lf\"U Browne, brother of MeRsrs Browne Scl11vahe. ?f tile H.'~ 1 1iirdso11 Fusiliers. 'L'he gnl-
prietor of that J·ourual 1·n s · h Bros., of the 'fAURANG!\ Gu.ARD. t IN anri !ant captarn thereupon armed himself with IL big 

., ecur111,.,. t e ld t f 1 . . ' whip nntl t . l f " •r services f !II B . .· . 0 e es son o t 1e well-known J1urnourons • wen ~n seare l o n1r "ontague ? ~ t~wue \\.ill, we feel sure, writer. "Snyder," whose eontrib•itions are Browne. the sub-editor of the paper, whom he 
not be iong Ill d1scoverin,.,. that he has so much admirrtl hy the d, · E tl supposed to lmve been the author of thcl offensive 
obt · l f ~ 

0 
• G rea ers 0 ie paragraµJ.i. He at length found hiin iu his oflict> 

. a1ti~c ?ne o ~ e most experienced and UAR~IAN. Of ~fr Mon(~g-u Bro\~ne tl1e I and this. according to the narratjve of our 
0011

:. 
,.~rsat~le JOurnahs ts in the Colony. As a. Bull.etm, thi~s ~wntes ::-' rhe sub3ect of temporary, is what fullnwed :-"In the evening, 
humorist and descriptive writer S ·d our illus.rat~on to-day is the abo\·e gentle- about half-past 10 o'clock, as the editor wa» en, 
has no equal certainly . . nNJ er man. !fe 1~, however, more familiarly . ga~ed in tbe sublime contemplation of s 11blunnry 

' . no superior m "- e\v known m pre!ls and professional circles by ' th111gs, he was aroused b_v the eound of higb 
Zealand. As editor of the Auckland the less granrloise bnt more familiar title words in the ante-room, which is the sub editor'•· 
Herald, in ivl.tich journal he commenced of "1\fonty." 1111'. Browne is a native of 'Apologise!. I'll do nothing of the sort. How 

l and continued to write for nearly three Geelong, where he was. born in 1849. His !~;.~1 Y£°~i' s1ri'. threatefn
11 

med?' were the _words 
· · own expr"ssion is thot he is G 1 1 1 e on us ear,.. o o-te by a shuffirng of 

years a senes of most humor0us articles goose Th · h r a 
1 

e~ 0 j<; feet. Opening the door an{:J standing with his 
under the title of "My Sentiments" he latter· charae::r;s, ab~~ei'~~" itt ~· 0 ~ ~e a8il'~s ~kimbo, he placitlly_ ~urveyed the scene. 

d d · 1 ~ . ' · h u llTl. rnce ns is cl.J1ef officer and the military gentleman were s~ccee ~ Ill very argely mcrea•rng the mot year he has ~een connecteri with tlie engaged in mortal combat, the assault and fence 
~1rculat10n of that very old established press, bmken only ~1y intervals in which p~rry being_ exhibited with sotne dexterity but 
JOUrnal. "Old Snyder," as he is general! he h~s been runnmg successful shows. with ~reat v10l7nce. Captain Schwabe was per
called by all those t h h · k y F~r sixteen years he was editor or sub- formrng evolutions around the room "followeu by 
• . ' 

0 
w Olli e is nown, editor of oneorotheroftheleadingmorning ' r Browne, who Wtls bringing· his hands wi~h 18 

never offens1 ve, never I' P.rsonal, and never /papers of New Zealand, and by pressmen mu?h force and rapidity i~to violent contact with 
wouuds or hurts the feelings of those whose thE-re was considered the smartest all- ~:i~ous parts of the eaptarn's face and _head. Not 

acts or words it may bt his business to ro~~d newsp1rper man. He .. was also sub- ·ma/ :~~u~:1i~e~ ~o:i~~~1 s~:nj~tl~~. v~~~Q~:·t~! 
comment on. In private life illr Browne cJd or_of the lllelbourne Da11y ?;'elegraph," editor's ere it appeared thir-~ tremendous 

.is very mu..:h respected, and from his genial jDn . "as l'o•J !he ~rdglus reportrng staff. .thrashing he had .ever witnessed. He did"-not 
natu ,. ~rmg a • · ia peno . 1e has always re- feel ca!led _on to rnterfere for several reasons, 

re and large .und of anecdote and tamed the es.teem of his fellow pressmen. but pr1mar1ly lest he might himself get hurt, At 
per~onal recollections, extending over a life j Mr Browne 1s, ~owever, bes.t known to the lengt? the military gen~lemnn. l~y down upon the 
period in the several Colonies of th Melbour~e public as a bnsmpss manager floor 111 tbe doo_rw!iy, with the l~terary gentleman , 
S h . . e / of theatncal co;npnnies In New ze 1 d on the top of him. •Don't strike me when I'm 

out ern Hemisphere, his society and com- he has run some of tl · . a ~n 1 clown," exclaimed the soldier' • No you--• 
· h" l 1e premier compames . . 

1
,
1 

· . • • 
pamons 1p are a w"ys welcomed and to use his own e p . h kn • improper expression-' 1 not strike you when 

- - - - - • ' eve;y bill board · M x ~esto~ el-I ows Y<>u'~e down,' replied the fitarnirc, • hut I'll give 
tl m ~ non _,an · e was you rn charge of a constable,' 11.ntl at the same 

ie _manager there for the Soldene's, the time proceeded to drag the captain Blong tre 
Italian Opera ~ompany, Chaplin-Osborne floor ~n his hack towards the heatl of the stairs. 
Company, WelJrngton Opera Honse. and A.t this moment some twenty faces appeared at 
made all Bla_nd Holt's !)reliminary arrange- the door of.the printing-room, hcin!( the facea of 
men ts for his " \V orld" and "Babylon" the compo!!tors, who, alarmed at noises so un
season, receh•in.~ from that gentleman a wonted rn the serene atmosphere of our printing 
handsome memorial gift · besides untold offi~e, had rushed en masse to the seene ot baitle. 
miscellaneous "trifles " Thro o-h t A Se_emg the prostrate figure of thll fallen officer r h . , . u,, on us- herng dragll'ed along, two of those lntllr[lO!led and 
ra in e was Bfand s nght-hand man.· . ·set! him to ~ll preot posture." Then there was 

He. pulled Ad~ Ward. out of the .Jenny a parley. The gal11111t cailtain wanted •~to tall&
Alhson row with credit to her and himself the matter over quietly ;" the irate sub-editor 
and became a favourite with the Adela id~ · was gradually appeased, and the kinaly~ditor in
'public over it. He was manager for Mr · ~uced t~e combatants to shake hands ancl make 
George Ccppin's Exhibition Fair ·and· is it up. l'he_n all WllS peace. The Mr "1. Browne 
now the business manao-er fo; Messrs refer~ed to is ~ell-known in this part, and the 
Dunning", Wallace, ancl Co~ the lessees of Fusther Captarn made n !llistnke when he at. 
'the Me!boorrr~ Opera Hou~~, having made tempted tu snub the sub-etluor of the Guardian, 
_all their pfehmmary local arra1w;ements Some fifteen m,0uUi1t bit.elf, t 
for them. Mr M .. Browne is thorougJ-ly of the p .. Hce, a ltaori was cbargP 'Y Mr J. 
U(? to ev~ry morn m front of a house; can- nyder. Browne with attempting ohtain 
stwk a ~111 all well as '.lny bill-poster, is not from bun a case o_f tobaceo by fraudulenJ.: 
above his work, ai;id, rn sh1,rt, he is at the pretences. For thLS offence, the native, a-
top of the tree in his profes$iou and is a roun~ man, was ~euteuce<l Lo twel ,.e months' 
y-aluable acqu'isition to any com~any. He u~pnsonment, wit_h hard l~bor, iu the N 1. 
is a general favourite with the theatrit:al • ~ter Gaol. On Fri~ay,_ whilst Mr Snyder 
profrssion, and the pres. men are always ffiowne wa~l ~~~ndmg m. front ?f the Pos . 

. ready}o d~ him and hls show a good turn. look~nd :;,?e~t ~~~~~~ b~~f:~i.71!1th:ar~Jt~~ 
We "1sf, h1m,,a prosperous New Year, and f~om all gnile, came to him, a 11} holding out 
mauy O em. hts hancl for a &hake, asked-" You know 

me?" "No, I <lo not," was the reply; •·I 

Poor Monty Brown~who died last w1oek 
iu an Adelaide hospital was once well 
known in New z~alaud. ' He waa a aon 
of the late "Suyder" Bwwnt who for 
son1e years W"8 connected with journalism 
in this colo11y, and a brother of Mr 
James Brow~ for many rears a reporter 
on ~he Evening P?st. In his day Monty 
eugllleered somtl first-class shows, but of 
late hi~ luck 'li_as clean out. :l.7 
.7~,;n/~ o_q.-.,. ,. 
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ne\'er saw you befortl that! know of." "No 
kuo'; m~, Brown I 'Why you got me twelve 
m?n-hs ID gaol ! Come over and have a 
drrnk." Su;h n11 iuvitatiou, nuder the cir. 
~:11mt•nces,,was,not .to pe resiste{l, ~n·l i\Ir 
:Snytl~r Brown, accompanied by iiis frien J. 
only Just released from um·411ce visited ~Ir 
Samuel Mason Wil~'1n'.s hostel~y, and the 
resul~ . w~s t\vo wl11sk1es, for which the 
Maori rnststed up'm paying. "You put me 
iu chokee, Browne," said the \iaori. " ~le 
felt very bad all the while~. (p.~ssiug his 
hand aroqnd the regions of his stomach j,1. 
dicatfog thereby tha.t want of snffi~leilt 
nourishment was 'he complaint he h.uf 
suffered from). "Me better now. Plen y 
to e:i.t. No whiaky in chokee. Why yon 
send me to olwkee ! All right uow. Come 
soon a.ud buy a book of you. Good-bye. l 
Yom· tu1·1;1 next to pay for the whisky." AmL 
tl1e Mann crossed tbe road, smiles radiating [ 
lr.2111 all parts of bis d11sky COJJ,ntenal!£l!,_ 1 

I 
OB1TU.t.RY. - rhe d~111 b i~ announced of ' 

Mr Mouty Bro,.·ne, which t'>ok pl <eP ,11 t 
·the JatDesto" n Huspitlll, AdelaidP, 00 the I 

JI: Ith 111stll11t. Tbe deceR•ed ... ill be "ell / 
r~m~m ere ' liy th~ old rPside11t" of t.his / 
d1s·r.c1, t\S,. son of Mr J•me• Browni: wh" 
~u the. br~akin~ out of tbe '!Valrnmal'lna 
l(uld d1!!!!'10 g• C•me here with his famtly ' 

.fr .. m Dn,nedin, l\fuoty h•inir tho elde•t •on. 
-lllr J1uues . . tlrJwu e_ {'· S'lliUn ") •inr·e 
dece '"e~, erl1ted the M!irll1or.iul\'h Pr•s•f,,1• 
tw_me tuue i:u1d w,._s ttldu le:i~e uf the 

_H1fl~m!l11 (now Clueudun) HutPl, ~lonty 
~as 11lso1 t1Ujfttl{ed 011 rhe Pre•• f(/r 8l•me 
little time. White here be mnnie.t ,. 

1 ..l~u>!ht_t'C of the lttle Jo•, Blaymire• nnd 
'· Hllo_u 11ltt.r left for the We•t Co ••t. He 
ula1m11tel.v icttv& up litn11ry pnr•ni!s and 
·i-'.ec11m~ a t_heatricMl 1t~ent. in tbe Au8trtt
ha1_1 Cul_on 1~.., Ii ud hll8 fur •vme yesrii 
'J·~~dtd 111 V1ctori1t 1111d South t\u~tralia. 
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