
A TELEGRAM in another 
Deatq of column announces 1:,he dei.th 
'fe Kooti. of perhaps the most remark-

able Maori warrior who 
1 

raised up arms against the Pakeha. ; cer- 1 

tailjly there has been none whosii proceed-1 
ings have aroused more thorough detesta
tion in the minds of the l!liiropeiw ib.hapi
tants of this country. We refer of co11rse 
to Te Kooti, the author of vhe his(>ol'ical 
Poverty Bay massacre. \Ve have no desire 
to excuse the infamous deeds of this 
bloodthirsty savagfl, who h>1s J:IOW g.pne to 
his account. Still it behpves us, the 
more e8pecially now that he is de11.d, to con
sider what there is to be said for him from 
his own point of view. \Ve must :remem\>er 
that his deeds of l>loodsh~d were committed 
in time of war, when he believed himself to 
have suffered wrong q.ud injury at the 
hands of ~he Europef!.us, and above o.11 that 
J\laori vie1vs of what is right and proper in 
war are not as ¢ur yiews. 

THERl'J are some people who 
Te Kooti's say that Te Kooti would 
Debut as have ended his days in , 
a. Rebel. peaceful and harmless 

o1i.curity but for a mis
understanding on the p:i.rt of the l!luro
:peans which drove . him int~ rebellion. 
're Kooti was first near<l of tu the war 
against the Hau Haus, on the East Coast of 
the No411 Islq,ur~, in 1865. He was then 
anwng ~he snPP,\l~ed friendly Natives who 
ware co-operating with us against the 
Hau Haus. Rightly or wrongly, iVIajor 1 

• Fraser, the officer in command of the 
British fprces, suspected 1'e Kooti of dis

' loyalty, aud placed him under arrest. 
Undoubtedly he had a. rela.tiye in tl\e 

I enemy's ca11~p wl~om he _w'.'8 sus~ected _ of 
oommumcatrng with, but it lS a pomt winch 
is still debated as to whether there wa.s any 
eYidence of treasonable cunduct on Te 
Kooti's part. Howeviir, the Goyer11ment 
apted on what was cousidered the more 
prudent policy, and Te Kooti and ~. n\l111ber 
of other su~pected 01· opeuly tmbulent 
Natives were deported to the Ob,a.Lham 
Islands. 

0:"1 the ()hq,th&m IslaQds 
The Escape the Maoris remained for 

and two years, at the end of 
Massacre. which time the colony wa.s 

suddanly 11tartled by the 
news of their escape. On the 4th June, 
1868, they seized a sm~ll vessel called the 
Rifleman, and under the command of Te 
Rooti ma.de their way across to Poverty 
Ba.y. '.!.'he rebel chief hitd, with him, besides 
women and childran, 163 men, who were 
armed with riflea and ammnnitiQn t.i.ken 
from the Ohathams. Te Kooti used J 

stibsequently tQ asaert that if he 
had . been allowed to go to his 
home in peace !i~ wo'!l!i pave remajne(l there 
quietly. Clear.ly, however, the Government 
having opce decided that T!l Kopti was a. 

1 dangerous and turbulent rebel, could not 
quie.tly connive a~ his escap~ ;md allow him 
to remain at large witpoµt any effort, ii<~ l\is 
capture. T4ey first despatched Captain 
Biggs a.fter him, p.nd when that officer 
was for.cad to retreat, sent Colone~ 
Whitmore in p1usuit. Te K,ooti &ogn 

them a taste of his qua.Iity 
a ta.ctic}an. He retrel\~4 iul11.nd, 

led Colonel 'Whitmore a pretty dance 
among the µJou11ta.i11ous defiles of the inte
rior, and fina.lly, a.s Titol:owaru wa.s makiI)g 
things very lively for the Government 
fot•ces on the West Coa.st, the cba.se after Te 
Kooti was dropped. After a brief period 
of quiescence the chief turned the t .. bles, 
"'nd made hi~ presence felt in a. manner 
tha.t thrilled the colony with horror. 
Issuing from his mountain retreat, he fell 
upon the settlement of Poverty Bay, and 
massacred every living being, mi.n, woman 
and child, Maori as well a.s European, who 
fell into his power. In all, thirty-two 
white persons were murdered. 

THERE wa.s 11. terrible cry 
Hunted, but not for vengeance through-

taken. out the colony. A 
large nwnberof Ma.ori.e, 

frieada had beeu 11lau htered now 

Witching in the Hot Lakes distdct, Jands:ip), the Gre~n Po?!, and_ many other 
OF all tlie pom s 0 lD eres r;crrace, e ue r;a, e (late y marred liy 

Wairakei. Wairakei is probably the ights. The bota.111st will be mterested in 

took tlie field ag&i11&b Te Kooti, and a. 
series of remarkable operations ensued. 
The chief figure in the avenging expedition 
was Major Rapa.ta., now a member of the 
Legish.tive Council-:i. brillia.nt general, 
fully capable of coping with •r_e Ko?ti 
on his own lines. From tins point 
Te Kooti was fairly over - matched, 
'but no maLter how de~pera.te the straits 
to which he was reduced, he always 
managed to elude capture. The story of his 
immmerable escapes from position& of the 
utmost difficulty aud apparent hopelessness 
is indeed one of the most romantic and ex
citing narratives in the history of the Maori 
War. Especially striking is the Nga.ta.pa. 
episode. Te Kooti, driven out oi one pah, 
had taken refuge in Ngatapa, a.n appa.rently 
Lnpregnable position, surrounded by preci
pices. Ropata's men refused to ma.ke the 
attack, and the Nga.tihungunu, another 
friendlv tribe, went home in a hµff. 
Nothi.;g daunted, Ropata, together with 
a European named Reese and sixteen 
men scaled the precipices and actually at
tempted to storm the pah, but cf course 
found their force unequal to such 11.n 
attempt, and ha.d to retire. Being subse
quently juined by the European con
tingent under Colonel Whitmore the attack 
on the p11.h was renewed, and this time the 
position was carried o.fter a. heavy loss of 
life. Te Kooti and the ·bulk of his men 
escaped into the Uriwera Country. We 
have no space to tell of the frequency with 
which he managed to elude his pursuers 
just as they seemed on the point of 

place ou which the memory J the hot water fern growing in the warm, 
dwells most affectionately in after days. I~ moist atmosphere close to the hot streams 
has plenty of natural wonders to mtercs and springs. The truth is, that a man who 
tae tourillv, but they a.re _none of them of j has fi..een Wa.irakei has seen an epitome of 

I the appalling and nerve-shaking nature to j most of the charaoteristic feai,ures of the 
be witnessed ebewhere. After the dreaq thermal district. 

I desolation of Tarawera, a.ncl the uncanny ----l horrors of Tikitere, the traveller fi~ds THE visitor, however, even if he 
I Wairakei a veritable haven of rest, sootlung 

1 
Taupo. intends to return to Auckland 

I to the nerves, and affording sights which ' instead 'of proceeding overland 
ttppea1 to the sense of beauty as well as 1 to the J!last Coast, will not omit to extend 

I
' impressing the ima.;;ination. One of the I his journey to :raupo, which lies a few 
most co:nmendable fea.tures about the Hot mile.a beyond Wairakei. On the way 

j Lakes district is the exce!leuce of the he will pass the beautiful Ruka Falls, 
11 co:i.ching, and tourists will finil · the dri\'C where the WaikP.to river is sud. 

from Rotorua to \.Vairakei or 'fanpo under deuly confined in a rocky chasm 
Mr. Robertson's auspices a pleasa.ut expe- about 30ft wide. There is a rather dra.matic 

· rience in itself. The road lies through Maori legend connected with the place. 
I bold mountain scenery, with occasiona.1 A party of Wauganui Natives, it is said, 

I di,·es throngh picturesque bits ~f visited the district above the falls, and wel'e 
bu$h, and good speed is made, Wai- challeng..,d by the Wail1;ato Nf:!otives to give 
rakei being reachecl in ample time for a display of their powers of managing a 
dinuer. One of the chief charms about c"'noe. In particular they tauntecl the 
\Va.irakei is its homelike ·appearance . . Wanganui Natirns with not knowing how 
Insteall of a big staring hotel the visitor ' to shoot a rapid. Now this was a branch of 
finds tastefully laid out grounds and a. col- canoeing in which the vVanganui vliiitors 
lection of picturesque cottages, thatched imaginecl t11emsclves especially proficient, 
with tussock, and the interior lined With ' and they promptly undertook to navigate 
mupo a.ud chara.cteristically decorated with their canoe through any rapids if only the 
Maori m1.\ts, cloaks, aud weapons. The Waikato chiet would take his stand on the 
arrnngements of the hostess, Mrs Graham, prow. The challenge was accepted, the 
for the comfort of her guests are perfect, canoe was headed for the Huka Falls, with 
and the general verdict is that while other the Waikato warrior erect and impassive in 

securing him, and h<l\V' he tried 
in vain first t9 enlist Ta,w:hiao 
and the King Natives OLl his side, 
and subsequeµtly to negoti1"te peace with 
the Government through the agency of Mr 
Firth. _ In Jan., 1870, 300 friendly Nath·es 
under Topia., and 000 under Major Keep:i. 
(Kemp), also known as Rangihiwinui, 

· started up the W=ganui River in pur
suit of . Te Kooti, who once more 
retreated into the Uriwera cou11~ry. 

He sustained successive defeats at 
the h:i.nd;i of Lieut.-Col. ;McDonnell and 
our Native allies, but always managed by 
some brilliant ~troke .(.If atra.tegy to convey 
himself awa.y when the troops were upon 
him. A reward of £5000 was placed upon 
his head. Kemp, by a brill.la.nt piece Qf 
diplomacy.. det11.ched the Uriweras from 
him, · and at one time Te Kooti 
led the life of a. wild beast, r.ttendod only 
by about forty faithful followers in a.s evil a. 
plight as himself. Still he- reta.int>d his 
liberty, and finally ma.de his escape into the 
King Country, which was then regarded as ' 
a sort of city of refuge, and at 
length it was tacitly agreed to drop 
the pursuit, which had proved so 
unprofitable. 

Closing 
Day.s. 

ONCE or twice in recent years 
Te Kooti's name has raised a 
flicker of e:s:oitement in the 
colony. Ther~ w"s an outcry 

on the part of a. sccGion of the community 
when Mr Bryce, in pursua.nce of the policy 
he hi>d laid down, decided not to exclude Te 
Kooti from the generi>l amnesty extended to 
Maori offenders. Still more excitement 
was arousei! iµ 1884, when Te Koo~i, 

presuming on the 111.titude which had beea 
extended to hinl, 11onnounced his intentio11 
of visiting Poverty Bay. At this time, he 
.va.sa hroken-downdrunkensa.vage, barely re· 
sponsible for his actions, and it is diffif:)ult 
to say what would have happened if he ha.d 

pliwes a.re intei·esting to look at, \V a.1rakei the vessel's bows. Nearer and nearer · 
is the one for a leugthened stay. The drew the canoe with ever increasing 
bathing arrangements are unil1ue. A velocity, and as it approached the fatal 
stream of hot water runs through the causeway, through which the current 
grounds. At one p:i.rt of the garden a swept with irresistible velocity, a 
spacious swimming pool h>1s been made. sardonic smile flitted over the fa.ce of the 
Through this the stream of hot water flows Waikato brave. \Vith one bound he gained 
continually, and a plunge bath alongside, fed a little projcctin~ ledge of the rocks, and 
by a comluit ot cold water, nukes the the next moment saw the canoe anJ the too
who!e arrangement perfect from the confiding \Vanganuis swept away to instant 
bather's point of view. The pool is destruction. '.!.'he ledge iemains even until 
oyerarched with trees, and a more luxu1·ious t.his day, and thus the most incredulous 
or picturesque looking bathing place conlcl traveller, asking for proofs of the story, is 
scarcely be imagiued. At another part of the silenced if not convinced. Another wonder
garclen is "the douche," a small cascade of ' ful sight, lying a little off the roa.d between 
warm water. The bather sits in the bed of . Wairakei a.nd 'l'anpo, is Kerapiti, or the 
t he stream and allows the inimic cataract Devil's Trumpet. This consists of an opeu
of warm water to play upon his shoulders. 1 ing in the ground, abo1it a foot in diameter, 
The situation may not appear dignified or from which super-hea.ted steam is escaping 
imp~essive to onlooke1-s, but those who have at an enormous pressure. The temperature 
tried it can vouch for the fact that it is fa.r is so high that tbe steam column attains a 
from unpleasant. height of fully 15 feet from the ground 

The Wonders 
of the 

Valley. 

---- f • before it becomes visible as vapour, and the 
WITHIN ~asy bdi.Btance 0 

; pillar of vapour soars aloft another fifteen or 
this comtorta le retreat · 'ff l · 

bl 
twenty feet before it become~ di nsec 111 the 

there is a. verita e an-h · k · J 
II I . atmosphere. 1' rust your stic mto t le 

k
cl.iadntefcl va ey. d" ~ is af ) steam-bfast and it is forced upward as if by 

m o pocket e it10n o · f 0 · . .,,_ . a powerful Jet o water. ne scientim; mau 
volcamc wonders, all comfortably _arranged is credited with the statement that "The 
close_ together, so tl.~t ~hey ca.n

1 
be mspecte_d l :pevil's Trnmpet" is really the safety valve 

at leisure ma mormog s ramo,e. There is of New Zealand. Whether this is true or 
~he "Great Oham?a~ne Cau.ldron," a boil- not the inqnisiti\'C tourist, with an ex
~ng pool of greemsn nhie, briskly effervesc- j perimental turn of mind, tries Lis best to 
mg and throwing off clomls of st~am. The 1 ·t b th in<>' 1 l f t"n . . coso l up y row...,, cocs o ea.r , 
guide ah_vays forge~s to brmg glasses, so lwnps of wood and stone and the like into 
~~a.t v!Sltors " are usable to ~mple the the opening. All these objects,' however, 

champagne, but as the pool keeps up _a are at once ejected, ancl these ill-advised 
steady temperature of 214 deg .. Fahrenheit attempts to blow up New Zea.land have so 
there w~~ld pro~ably be grave risk of "~ot far been frustrated, and in all probability if 
coppers followmg. a debauch: Opposite the colony ever is " skied" it will be 
th
1 

of poo_l are 1r~~ cl11~s o~ hremat1bte
1 

fr?m thef from some totally di:ll'erent cause. Taupo 
c e ts i~ w ucn i~ss .mn~unera e Jets o possesses its full shlllt·'i of " porridge pots " 
~tealm.G The ';l~ey is_ nc~ m geys~rs. There and fumaroles, but the " lion " of the dis-
1s t ie reat v a~1·a.ke1 which obltg~gly plays trict is the Crow's Nest Geyser on the banks 
eve~y eight m_mutes,_ whethe~ it has an of the Waika.toriYer. Lake Tnupo in itself 
audien~e to witness its exert10ns or .n.ot. is worth going to see. It is a fine sheet of 
There is the Packhorse Geyser of boiling water flanked bypicturesque hills. Thedomi
mud. The legend ~oes that it was harmless na.ting features in this scene, however, are 
aud qwescent unL1l one day au unlucky j the fine ice-clad peak of Ruapehu ancl the 
p_ack~orse fell into its i_naw, _since which ,-olcauic cones of NJiaur 11hoe and Tongariro, 
time it has been engaged m fruitless efforts 1 both exhibiting signs of eruptive activity. 
to exp~! the intruder, hith_erto it would Ngauruhoe is a particularly fine peak, and 
seem w1thont success. 1here is the Dra.gon's latterly has been ejectiug large quantities 
Mouth G-0yser, so called from the shape of of steam from its crater. 
the outlet, and there is the Black Geyser 
which gets its name from the dark-coloured 
rocks stained with manganese, by which it 

' persisted in hiti e~essed intentions. There 
were still li\•ipg in P,:iyerty Bi\y n111ony 
relatives ol those whq had perished at his 
hands, and they op~nly swore to have );heir 
revenge if he vcnt1irecl in their midst. He 
was induced to abandon the scheme, buJ; 
returnecl to it i.n 1889, wlie11, refQsiJ!g to 
turn back at the demand of the Govetn
ment, 4~ wii.s placed t}!ldl;!r tempQr;u-y 
arrest, and so forced to aba ndo 11 his 
journey. Recently he made his appearance 
in the · Hot Lakes district, and assumed 
some show of state a.nd p11.rade, but 
a.ttracted eompa.ratively little attention. 
He has not long sutvived his famous 
associate in the w .. r of 1869-Titokowa.ru-

t
is surrounded. There are the 1'win 
Geysers, the Eagle's Nest Geyser (on the 
fashion of the Crow's Nest at Ta.upo), I and many others too numerous to pa.r-
ticularise. Mention must however be made 
of the beautiful ''Prince of W a.lee's Feathers" 
produced by two geyser streams crossing 
each other, and imitating the shape of the 

who, it may be remembered, died on the 
West Coast a yeir or so a.go. 

emblem after which the geyser is named. 
There are many other attractions in the 
valle.r. - the Light11ing Pool, the Coral 

• 


