
' ln moat pathetic language tliat'."if P~~f!j" industrious mechani~ foun~ no diHfoulty 1n W~'\; not the cruel, relentless man t~at 
· hment was intended to reform the c • being able to own his section of land and !!tamped the character of Ca.ptam Price, 
~he cruelty of keepers would ~ot effect tulh~ his little cottage, free of the world. ~ouse- ·h se brains were afterwards battered out 
d 'red end. the starving of pnsoners wo hold furniture was manufactured m the w ·t~ a stone at \Villiams Town by the nn­er do it . the suspending them from b~ towns and very little was imported. Peo;Ple : PY convict .Melville, who had boen goac.lerl 
~ould no't do it ; for men under such t~ea·- were ~ntent to live, if the co~forts of life, npto fury to murder his tormentor. Both 

t became-not reformed-but brutalised, without its luxuries and refinements, fol- ~1r Bryce and Captain Price were bra".e 
men . M lvill not only sweet h · il r · Both were wonderfully clever in Revenge, said e e, was ,1 d ~ lowed upon t e1r to . men. f t cl 
but it was salutary. When a gao 'tnwarsede In 1850 the era which preceded the gold tra.~ing out the antecedents o suspec e 
had been taught by what he hatd Wltedeswi'th' outbreak the pulse of the colony beat with cri1;iuals, but here the likeness ended. ~t 

· having been rea • Th f ll · li be ha.rd to say how many men re· 
that a prlSo~er, ali t d b murdering a uniform regularity. e year. o owm~ was :V?~ d when Captain Price's death was an-
undne seventy, ret a il \ !ould be accrom- one of intemre excitement, "1_Vh1ch contmued J0~~~1ced tragic and horrible as was the 
warder, ort'.'l'oorthlreed, _1 living warders throughout the two succeeclin~years. Men urn ,"nsby' wh1'chitwascompassed. . . 
plished, this resu te m d their built up large fortunes with the same " h 
being less unjust ~ tMholsve1'lleun a.er soldier rapidity th_ ey laid dow~ the foundation ~f Dalton and the boatman who was m lS 
charge. When, said e ' e iece of a goodly-SlZed house this week, to occupy it company' not knowing Mr. Bryce, went. 
shoots his officer . de~d, for s~:1he ~eserves within a fortnight afterwards. "Mechanics, with hi~ out of the restaurant for the pur­
tyranny, that s~ldier rs hmua.nrgt, after all,for tradesmen, merchants, fl.ockmasters, stock- pose of getting the notes cha~d. They 
to be. But he rs but a [ When owners farmers all made fortunes, some followecl their leader, who 1 them. up 

. the benefit of his fellowt-~s ters~y may of whlch could not have )>een ex· Swanston-street and r~ght into ~he stat1on­
an officer has learned tha hr ~his heart pressed in less than five or six figures. house. A little previous to this the boat-

, cause a bullet to be se~t t eug f warnin ' But it came to pass that in the early man had disappeared. Dalton saw a~ once 
or brain, without an lil:t 0 The Jcifi_ part of 1857, a gentleman ~alla~le of speak- that he had b~en entrapped, and tried to 
he will cease to tyra. S ' . tendent of ing with authority, from ms IDtimate know- b t t 1 d d te 
ing o_f Mr. Price the upear: successor. ledge of facts, took me to ~he top of the beat a retreat, u wo c ever an e r· 
Convicts, had produced a humd thi much . clock-tower in Geelong, which commanded mined detectives happening to come up at 
Melville's _address · shewe ~an as: a view of the town and suburbs. Pointing the moment, were informed by Mr. Bryce 
First, the IDcessant outbreak ofdhffice.rs Pto- 'arouna him to the east, to the west, and of the snspicioilB he entertained that the 

th rt f gaolers an o ' · d " I t fellow had come by the money which ho 
sions, on e -pa . ol th had charge of, to the north and south, ~e sai ' canno wished to change in a dishonest manner. 
wards the crrmma s . ey . 'ther ve see a bit of property which may be called, 
under. a system of disc1~::i ~1 ed . anJ by that name, whioh is not mortgaged for There, l).owever, being no specific charge, 
erroneous, or very badly a cs t e~ ~ ri'. more money than it will ever realise when Dalton was a.bout being allowed to depart 
secondly, the unfa.vourablehefi;"e 

1 
~cti~IlS the time comes to foreclose." That gen- when one of the detectives recQgnised this 

soners of these and other P Y~~ike a minis~ tleman had made advances upon two hun· I pitiless murdering bushranger, and rushed 
The law and its agents seeme d this feelin dred and ten separate holdings to the upon him. Dalton was a powerful man, 
tration of pure _vei;igeaJice ; an h t out fro~ extent of close upon a quarter of a mil· and struggled desperately to get at his 
in the great maJonty ~~ cas:~· s :f his own lion of money. Enqnirin_g about him some pistols. Assistance was at hand, and the 
the prlSoner the_ coilSr erdaiJ:' nly with the six months ago, I was mformed that he greatest of living Tillains was secured after 
wickedness, and rmpresset. 0 tate of life· had managed, with extreme difficulty, to a deadly struggle, which lasted over ha.If 
view that his lot wa~ cas lild\ s midoilB save as much out of the wreck of his :i.n hour. He expressed his regret that 
long warfare with soc1~t¥ an. ~ s dmf~igner large wealth a.s brought him in annu~Jly he had not known 'the detectives' inten-

<Jolomes. Il the outset the banlts retuseu 
to purchase, but had no objection to advance 
fifty shillings an ounce, aucl all those who 
bought at the rate which prevailed in 1851, 
and shipped to England by means of the 
money of the banks, realisecl large fortunes. 
One firm in Geelong, with a branch house in 
Melbourne, realised over a quarter of a 
million of profit in the purchase of gold 
inside of eighteen moE.tl,s. The banks soon 
perceived the golden opportunity which they 
were allowing to slip through their fingers. 
They entered the market and from that time 
to the present have monopolised the gold 
trade. But now came the time of great out­
rages, riot, confusion, and disorder. The 
cliggers had come to see they had been pil­
laged and downtrodden ; first by the buyers 
of gold ; again by the Government in the 
enormous amount of the license fee de­
manded, namely thirty shillings per month. 
For this heavy fee no protection WM offered 
to life or property. The diggers 'Vere hunted 
down by the mo1mted const:i.bulary, cheated 
by the @fficia.ls and lo ked upon as some· 
thing for the Governme t cormor:i.nts to feed 
upon. Aud now came the revutsion of feel­
ing which led to the Ballarat R10~, and t~e 
burning of the Eureka hotel with all its 
attendant horrors. 

of justice. A most distrngut~- e . 0 ture of some two hundred pounds. In that year, tions a little sooner that he might have 
present in Melbourne at lS June s a er and the one which followed it, the cleared the station by putting a bullet 
affairs, wrote~ letter to the Arlliew J1fffc:t. colony of Victoria failed. for fifteen millio~s through the body of every one of them. 
which at the tune had a ~ost die_ i;iglin as sterling ; and, although that colony at this This he would certa.i.nly have done. Dalton 

I He asserted that the pn:ion scrp \ day can boast of its merchant princes, had been guilty of many. cold-blooded 
adoptedin Victoria,wasne1therm?renor ~ and its men of enormous wealth-can murders. He was forwarded to Tasmania, 

l than a barbarous revenge of society on 1 boast of morn rich men as against popu- and soon afterwards was sent to the gallows, 
criminals, rather than '."reformatory fuht~t lation than any other colony in the world where he died as he had lived-a hardened, 

I like as was the Prus_s1an system. . lf -there is not, at this day, among all ruthless ruffian. I 
1 country the prisoner rs_ confined by himsef these rich men, a score which date It was within forty-eiglit hours of Dalton's 
' at first; his cell well-lighted fholi ~e. rooi;. back the accumulations of their we..'\lth to capture that the armed escort from the Mc-
\ If he prove long refractory t ek g 18 iiliu the time of the great goldfields pros- Ivor diggings to Melbourne was attacked by 

I 
soured. After a time he has wor given ' · perity. It was es~imated that in 1 58 a gan<> of escaped convicts. These hart 
if he asks for it; and subsequent~, 0.~hgo;:_d laird which ha.d been puchased at a cost of plantea'. themselves in ambuscade near the 
conduct, he is allowed to _wot Wl . rs fonr millions of money was disposed of at road, and shot down the troopers, who at 
fellow-prisoners. No brutalit-np b~d- public auction for less than three hundred the time were not apprehending the slightest 
ness ~wards him is allowe u c :a: thousand po1;1nds. During these years . of danger .. The g?ld was taken from the escort 
dignation became at length so loud . a Jf reverses, excitement, the greed of gam, l and carried off rnto the bush. Large rewards 
80 strong that the Gov~ruirent fe~ its~ and co=ercial disappointment from losses were offered for the apprehension of this 
almost coerced_ into calling or a omrnr~t sent hundred:s of men to their graves or gan_g, but it ~as only by accident the chiefs 
sion of Enqmry as t? t~e manageme to the lunatic asylums, who would now, of it were discovered. One of the men had 
and discipline of the Vu!tor1an Gaols. An it is more than probable, under different taken his passage on board of the Mada.­
enquiry was held in due course. Itw~sh:~ conditions of life, be the prosperous heads gascar, when just as the anchor was about to 
that Mr. Price had been a c!uel tyran ; 'b~ of happy families. I do not say that the 1 be weighed he was arrested and taken on 
the prisoners had been subJected to tem d discovery of gold has not made Victoria an shore, where he turned King's eviclence, I 
ill-treatment; and the wonder expresse t immensely rich country, but I do aver that and shortly; afterwards committed suicide. 
was that more warders and ~aolers had nb, those who now live in _luxur:l'. in their villa Another_ of the _gang wh!le under arrest suc­
been massacred. A new regime was ista S· residenc~s,aad wb.ose wives ~1ve the "~lock" ceeded m openmg a vern, when he bl~d ~o 
lished, and shortly afterwards the~ to sy ancl Collms-street, have built up their for- death. Three others were executed. Within 
tem of Victoria. was stated to be equa any tunes upon t~e ri.1~ of men in years which a month of this ~he Balla.rat escort was 
in the world. preceded then~ c<m:ung to the colony. • robbed ne~r Buruyong. The gang had 

Among the tr<Klb~ous t~es of 1853 and p~aced ~ wire rope fastened to 3: tr~e on 
1854 was the insecurity to life and property. either side of the road along which rt was 
Men dared not venture into the most public rknown the escort would come a.t full canter. 
thoroughfares after dmk ·without gre:>,t Before the rope could be discovered those 
dan<:rer of being waylaid, maltreated, arid. \men were unhorsed, two of them were killed, 
robbed. The escaped convicts from Tas- one e&ca;Ped, three were shot, while the rest 
mania infested alike the streets of the fled for life. The ruffians were snbsec1uently 
towns as the roa.ds of the interior. Bush- hunted down, taken and hung. Some of the 
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Tm> COMING OF EVIL DAYS. rangina and murder in the country. Bur- gold w~ recovered, but it was only a small 
THE question has over and over again been glary ~cl deeds .Qf violence at the centres proportion out of llOme twenty-eight tqousand 
asked, whathave\ieen the accrn~gres~ts to of population. .A.immgst the number of des- pnnces. It had broken loose from the bags, 
the colonies froTU the early discoveries ?f perate villains was the notorious bushranger and _had got scattered in the bush. The 
gold in Victoria., a colony I was a dweller ID , Dalton, known &0 well in the history of p_ubhc alarm was increased by a number of 
for so large a number of years? These, I j colonial crime, wko was arrested by the smgle murders, the burning of several home-

' think, I shall presently be able to shew. In Melbourne detectiv-es in so extraordinary a stead~, and th_e hGs~e attitude assumecl by 
1 1850, Port Phillip was sparsely populated, and manner that the facts appear stranger than the diggers agaIDst Sir Charl Hotham and 

known to the world only as a country fiction. Dalton, with a confrerenamedKelly, the Government administered under him. 
I ~ capable of feeding a large number of sheep had escaped from his confinement in Tas- In the year of which I am writing, Victoria 

and cattle, of growing cereals and but lit~le mania, and in .a ~mall open-boat actually produced 173 tons, 19 cwt., 1quarter,12 lbs. 
else. In the early days people lived happily succeeded, in crossing Bass's Straits, and 3 ozs. of gold, valufld at 70s an ounce, aud 
and cont.ented. They prosl?ered. Pr?spered coming through the rough _s~a which swe~s werth_ £14,163,364. . How this enormo~s 
slowly, it is true, but their J?rospenty was into ancl around Port Phillip Heads. No- quantity of the prec10us ore was to be dis­
due to steady industry in legitimate pursuit~. thing more daring or perilous, or so success- posed of became a source of much anxiety and 
The squatter grew his wool, the merchant ful had eveT previously been attempted by d~culty. The majority of the diggers were 
bought the season's clip or made advances on the most desperate of convicts. Reaching des1rou~ of disp?sing of their treasure. Some 
it. The stock-owner, unable to find a mar Sanclridge unperceived, or urtnoticed, he few shipped direct for England, bnt the 
ket to the extent of his increase, looked went into a restaurant in Bourke-street la.to .number was insignificant in comparison with 
about him for new country in which to find at night, in company with a boatman, and those who desired to sell on the spot. The 
pasture for his multiplyin$ herds. It was with the utmost composure of manner inti- means to purchase were not at band, and yet 
only to penetrate further mto the interior, I mated to the keeper of the place that he in- the banks :were called upon to buy; and 
and the land suitable for hie purpose was,, tended leaving for England the m:xt morning ~o utraordina.ry a position were they forced 
found. The farmer tilled his land, then all by the slrip Northnmberl.a.n.d. Could the mto ~hat one bank, which I need not now I 
but virgin soil, and reaped rich harvests. restaurant-keeper change him some Tas- ment10n, could not have paid its deposi­
But the price of farm produce was low; manian bank notes ? The request was re- tors by at least two millions had there 
wheat, three shillings a bushel ; oats, two fused, when the two men turned to leave the been a rll:Il on it ; true the establishment 
shillings ; potatoes, fifty shillings per ton. I pkce, but were accostecl by a gentleman would ultimately have come out all right, 
Still, at these low rates, the farmer increased who happened to be preseJ?.t, and who said but. there would have been great incon­
his worldly stores, for the yield of the land hethoughtthatperhapshe.coulclacco=odate vemence and damage and loss of credit. In 
was abundant. Tradesmen,_ little by littl~, them. Hereupon, h~ took some notes from ' the early part of 18?1 the value of the gold 
and month by month, mcreased their his pocket, and, lookmg at them, 1·emarked had not been ascertamed, and the merchants 
stocks, enlarged their shops and stores, that he had not enough money; hut he knew were very cautious in purchasing until a 
opened banking accou~ts; ~nd few there a friend near at hand who would give him corr!lct 8;5say had been received from: Eng- I 
were who, when they laid their heads on the wbat he wanted to make np the amount: land. Gold '!~ dlSposed of at Bendigo as 

1 
pillow at night, but could count increased This gentlema.n was Mr. Bryce, formerly low as fifty shillings an ounce, and in Mel- I 

I 
gain brought by the day. The price connected with the Melbourne police-a re- bourne for some time buyers would not give 

1 of labour was low, while house rent and marka.bly shrewcl ma.n-one who neTer forgot more ~han fifty-six shilling!!. A few months 
living were little more than nominal. Bush- a face he had once seen, although he had not after it was .ascertained that the real value 

, men·, when they came into the town, c~uld aaain J.Doked upon it for ten year . A o~ Balla.rat gold was from eighty-two to 
~ obtain good, wholesome board and lodgmg, v~rbal description of a man,-his features e1gh~y-four shillings an ounce, while that 
1 \ for from eigb~ to ten shillings per week. described, and his general app_earance fairl_y ebtamed from Mount Alexan~er w~s. not 
( Clerks could keep up a respectable household given -he would, without havIDg rested hrs worth so much by about fi\fe sh1llmgs. 

1 upon one-third of what he could in Auck- eye ~nth~ criminal, walk through the city l<'rom that time until tho rresent crude gold 
~· a_la.nd at the_l)resenttime; while the st2ady, \nntil he had Dl_arked and collared him. He has had neady a fixed value throuri:hout the 


