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he Ovens, I think, wa.s the scene of the . 
t outbreak. This was flllJ'ly in 1853,, ' Then the di~ri, store-keepers, and 

Mn a man named Myers, who had !keepers of lodging-booths ca.me to tee that :-:Bentley ha.d again been taken into custody 
anaged to ~ the appointment of neither life nor property were nfe from THE BALLARA'f REBELLION. to protect hitn from the popular fury. He 
ssistant Commlssianer, and who waa as the police, encouraged as thev "ffere by the Tm,; event, not altogether unlooked for, had sough~ refuge in the officers' camp, and 
uch fitted for the poet as he would have !Commlsl!loners, who ag&ln were permlH.a.t came at last. The di

0
a

0
aers, hunted down by ~o arr~t hrm was the only means of prevent-

If l d ~..., mg his life fallmg a sacrifice to the mob. 
en to take cha-rge of a Channel fleet, was , n eed, thev were not enconraged, to u- the police, maltreate(l by the Government Bentley was tried for the murder of Scobie, 
ized by a scc;ire of diggers, who, but far erclse the most arbltraryfand unreatralned officials, refused justice by the magistrates, I and brought in guilty of manslaughter. 
e interference of those more inclined to powers by the Government at Melwllrne robbed of their gold, and 00 protection Again the Government were warned of 
submissive to the authorities, would .,And they revolted. The day after the l'f d s:c l l t the imminent danger of a general out-t-0 1 e an property ou:erel , were c e er-

ave hung him to the branch of the nearest Charge had been heard at the Police C'>urt break on the diggings. Ministers had 
ee at hand. Myers esea.ped death, Dutanother notice was posted throughout the mined that either justice should be llone b_een told repeatedly of the detesta
as so roughly handled that it was,tleld. It read :- . them, a.ud the prayer of their many petitions t10n the officials were held in for their 

• 'ught prudent to withdraw himfrom all "Down 'With the trooper Chrlstlan and heard, or they would a.rm and revolt. The mal-arlministration. The attack on Bentley's 
.. '01. Bad rule prevailed for severaJ.ahoot hlm I authorities were blind to the clangers which hotel was but the sign of a coming tempeai; 

I ,_ ' "s ·f'••r thia, the Governl)lent ot "Down With oppressloo I ti t d th d l f t 11 -the prelude of the fearful drama that wa.s 
" _., fu .. DI d uea ene em, an were t ea 0 a warn- to be so shortly enacted. 'l'he diggers ha.cl, 

I .1,1., tW:Re.atiU obat.lna.tely re sing to see ggers, avcmge y.our wronge h d•· ings. as the leading journal iu Melbourne urged, · 
i ~ oa~ea.k. Then. ~ Jw~n&lld your rights, or othet..rlee. you wtU The first outbreak of popul::lr indignation suflicient power to oppose any force which 
. 7<881!, a ~us distnrhance l\te and die 11.ll sla~ee. · l . f tl f might be brought a

0
"'ainst them. There was • Like t ilk "D occurrec m consequence o ie exposure o 

J; l!'mest Creek. mas er e own 'ffltih the ~mpt u,, with 1 no doubt now as to the danger the Govern-
u1 '• the police in their everv dealing / Cbri tla lc ~ rter r and 11hew one of those cases of undue partiality ex- ment had placed themselves in. 
w ·.i the diggeN acted as ruffians. There ~ n ., ry 0 qua hibitecl by the ca.mp officials. '!'here was a T~e strona sentiment of loyalty, the over-
w. re,. .aa-might bave been expected,ma.ny nomercyl oded tbl man named Bentley, who early in 1854 bearmgcona'uctofthepopularleadersofthe 
•lY grog shariUee spread o,.er the flelds.j Some three thounnd men atte · erected a public-house, not very far from the disaffected, coupled with the decision of the 

· f ~ d , - - me.ting, and the Gonrnmest oouW no military in the first instance, and the mild 
'£he e:x:i~teu.ce 0 tbise wa.~ .m_a ~ Kuownl but have known, from the ananimou ex Old Golden Point. No ope appeared to character of Sir Robert Mikle, the command-
to the d~_ers by t e h!,lLm.ng of a re~- pression of feeling, that the people we kuow anything of Bent.ley, or who he was. ing officer, who afterwards used every exer
colo11.red pocket handkerchief, and it IS aroased to a determination. to resist their He had not been a digger, nor had he resided tiou to tranquilise the excited diggers, pre-
cer~ln that many a robbery, many a deed wrongs no ma.tter at waa.t eoet of life. long on the ground; but this much was vented a generaloutbreakin all the goldfields, 
of v1olence, and not a few murders were Bat such Wltl'Dillg9 were unheeded. It known upon very good evidence, that if not, indeed, throughout the whole of the 
committed in the'le canvas and calico dens was ahonttbil!I time also t:hat a wide-sprea.d . Bentley built the public-house with the AnstraJian colonies. A deputation waited 
of deba.uchery. Wherever one of these di~sati&(actlon . st the Government . upon the Governor to demancl the release of 
~hanties was thought to exist, the police '. llglLlll • dfielde. .A. mC'ney of one of the magistrates located on the men who had been imprisoned for the 
made short work of it. The spil'ltsl i!X•st~ In the .Bend;~ i pld \ the golclfielcl, and that this magistrate shared burning of Bentley's Hotel. These were 

taken d th t t b ed t num r of meetmgs mg n ra in the profits derived from the hotel There Hurnffray, Black, and Kennedy, all repre-
were away! an e en s urn. 0 succession were convened. Protests were was, 1 think, very little doubt ;hatcver sentatives of the diggers. The Governor, 
the groun~ This might have beei;i right, forwarded to the Government, stronp;ly about this. perhaps very properly, objected to the word 
lth~qp;h it was a roug~ law. But it came but still respectfully worded, asking for I wa.s at the time of the outl)reak which "demand." Being the representative of 

. to this P11;99 that mens tents were fired an inquiry iutothe conduct of the officials; I am about to relate, at Ballara.t upon busi- Her i\la.jesty, he could not allow the use oi 

I from motives of revenge to the inmates, but petitions and memorials were alike ness iu connection with the starting of a the term. But the deputation had been 
whieh were not grog shanties, nor fences treated with contempt by Governor La newspaper, aud I was lodging in the tent of instructed they were not to substitute any 

I for ret'eiving stolen goods. The spirits Trobe. A reduction of the heavy licence a. ~torekeeper of the name of Richards, softer word. In consequence of this no 
1 carried away were presumed to be emptied fee of 30s a month was asked, but refused. ~itua.ted ~ome fifty yards f~omBe~tley's hot~l, official reply wa.s returned. The deputation 
on to the gro11nd, but it was well known Digger hunting wae as mu.eh in farce aq ill the midst of many G_laims which were ill was informed that a proper memori.'\l on 
this w&11 seldom done The casks and jars nd th 1 . th t t full workmg. One mght, at a late hour, behalf of~the prisoners oulu be entertalnett, 
with the contents we~e inmost instances .,.-er, a e ee ony was m e 11 mos ome diggers knocked at Bentley's door, and but that nothing might be expectell from a 

Id to tbos h t 'h Id h had danger. ~kell to be served with drmks. Two of demand. At tho close of the interview l\Ir. 
so e s an Y 0 

. ers w 0 
• At lengt,h Mr La Trobe went hls way hese were very intoxicated aml very noisy. I Kennedy earnestly entreated His Excellency 

managed to find favour with the police.. home, and Sir Caarles Hotlwun succeoded entley answered the door by telling the to :i.llow the two prisoners to be liberated 
These men, many of t~e~ whose pay did 

1 
him. The new GoveM10r was received en he would not let them in, nor would he aucl return with them, in order to pre-

not eiroeed twelve shillings a-day, after. with a weleome such aa has never since erve them. The men kicked violently a.t vent a riot, but iie was informed that 
wards became tke owv.ers of large and been accorded to any other In the-te the door, and swore that if not immediately the course suggested would be cle
oostly hotels, wh;kh were built from colonies, He was to put all thing:i to 'served, they would br~ak it in. Bentley structive of the authority of the Go
IDOiley made, as it afterwards came to mght, settle a.11 disputes, and quiet all then, calling fo~ the a.ssista!1ce of some men vernment. No such thing could be allowed. 
light, by the most infamous means. Some di11'erenoee. But he did nothing of the who were lo_clgmg with lum, rushed out In order to be prepared for a.ny disturbance. 
of the pollce brought up women from Mel· H h d th b'llt d h had• and made a v10lcnt att:i.cl~ upon the diggers. the Executive began to concentrate a.ll the 

kind. e a not e a 1 y, an e 'l'h · 1 t tivht •ud a. iaii f th ul l d t B Ila t d itourne and Geelong and established . f e:ie was :i. c espera e 0 , .. n orces ey co ( comman a a. ra. , an 
!troth el d th ' f th C not the Inclination. For the deck 0 a named Scobi rccei ved a blow from a. showl it was as the military marched aiong the line 

. s an er. e. eyes 0 
. e om· :man-of-war he was admirably suited; but which provecl fatal. The next morning h~ I of road that the hostility of the diggers was 

mie~ioners, bllt it paid these officials not tol to govern a gold.fields colony he was worse was found stark dead in front of the hotel. shewn. Collisions, resulting in blo0tlshed, 
notice t~. than uselea11. He looked upon It that the The t•fl'1Lii' "'''s too serious to pass 01'er, and occurred in several place3. On the 29th of 

At thl11 ti.me the gold got bv the d~ people were made for a Governor, and not the officials were compelled to hold rui li1ves- November, a party of soldiers, belonging to 
was aent ~w~ by armed a11.d moup.tedi the Governor for the people. He waa a tigatiou. Bentley wa~ ari:estecl and brought the 40th, who were marching along the 
escort, but the separate bags when the~ martinet avaricious penurious a.nd~aep- before the Bench, pres1lleu o,·er by thP same Geelong Road to Balla.rat, were assaulted by 
were deposited in the treasury at Melbourne 1 Wh n ho ev~r he fou~d that the ma!ristrate who was kno\l'li to be interestecl the peopl~. The soldiers were commanded 
or Geelong, were, when applied for, always dnlg. e ' otw ' f nailors and pec~mia.rily in the hotel. A short enquiry to charge the mob, but were beaten back, 

. • ggers were n men-c -war ~ • h Id l th ··d h - 1 · th d ell d t l · · · iound to be deJl.cient in weight. No one . b 1 h d t hi 'f t defied was e , ant e e1 i ence s cwec m e au comp e o ma.rn an 1gnomimons rc-
was held to be res onsible fo; this. and 1 eit er aug e a s m~i C!! oes or most eonvincinl!; manner that Bentley was trerit. The fact was that the soldiers sym
th p d" ' 1 them, he took the thmg to heart. He the man who had killed 'cobie, but uever- pathi ed with the diggers. The day this 
t e~on;e~uen~~. w~h ~any ol~p;g~. t:- became irritable ; then sick; then he took theles~ the case was dismi!lsed, and Bentley 1

1 
occurrecl witnessed a similar scene near the 

8 e 0 • eposi mg e~r g w e to bis bed, and never aga.in moved from it set at liberty. . Eureka, where a detachment of military 
Comi;uisiuoners, would mcur the danger until carried to his last; resting place. Then public indign:i.tion was aroused to a .,, were attacked. Several soldiers were 
of bemg stuck up and murdered, b! takin11; 1t was during his term of Governorship pitch never before ·expressed in such violent I wounded, and a retre_at was. bta.ten. 
it down to the towns and lodging it at the that the Ballarat rebellion with all its terws. Proofs wt:re adLluce(l of the magi.;- On the day followmg this a large, armed 
ba.nk. The number of ~en ~ho lett the j attendant horrors and great bloodshed oc-j trnte who. hea~·d the charge being in busi~ess I mass meeting was held at Ballara~. Here 
Aeld with stores of gold m their belts, and curred. The di~satlsfaction at the arro- partne~"Shipwith Bentley. A few days after, ' resolutions were pass~cl denouncrng the 
who never returned, and never were more a.nee of the Government officials increased a meetmg was held ou the spot where the licence fee, and de~la.nng that the people 

lb.eard of, cannot now be told. . · gth . 'tat' f th d' Tb same body of the murdered man was fo.nuLl. lt is wouhl pays? obnoxious a tax no ~ouger, but 
e irn ~on ° e ig_gers. e estimated that nearly 5000 ,11ggers and take i=ediate steps, to abollsh it by burn-

:1.'here was a man ~amed McMahon who venal appomtments contmued to be. IDll.de, others resident on the golcllield were presbl1t. ing a.ll their licences. The meeting strongly 
kept a large bo&rd111g-house, partly oon- and _each office~, 1.n the order ~f hlll sue- Strong a.ud revolution;u·y was the hrnguage protes~ed against the bo(~ie~ of armed .~en 
stracted ol wood.en sla.bli and partly of l cess1on, wa.s, tf it were posSlble, moN> used 011 the occasion, but nothrng more at marehmcr through the diggrngs, and lirmg 
oanvae. McMahon, with his wife Insolent, more over-bearing, and more the moment was conterupla.ted than the • upon th; people without previously reading 
and family manaced the place, and nothli;c oppressive than he who had preceded him. drawing of one more petition, asking the Go- the Riot .Act. 
wrong wa.s known of Ulem. But against I These men had no knowled.11;e of the re- ve.rnment to J:?-ake otli?ial enquiry ~nto the I '.l'he_ G?v?rmuent of!i~ials, s_o far from 
this huuse one ll&a8aIJ, an informer of. quirements demanded of them for the gnernnces which t1e diggers cumplamed of. bemg mtumdated ~y this_ meetmg, s~nt .de-
mfamoqs notoriety, a.nd a trooper named government of the digfl:ers. . They traded It was _unfoituuate that tho spot on which taclunt::its of. so~diers thrnugh the ~nn?ipal 
Cbri.atian lodged a complaint ani the n their own account and anyone op.' the meeting hnd b~~n convened 'll·as close to leads of ti~~ diggmgs, aml several sk.irnnshes 

Place w ' ed to the ound • M Mah 
0 

• th th' ft ld however Bentley's hotel. lhe mob became exCJted occurred. Ihe uamp was barncaded by brea;s~-
~ ra.z gr • c on, pos.i~g em on e e • as the speakers one by one pomted ot1t that works of sand-bags, a.nu the whole of themili, 

his family, and the lodgers being not only leg1t11n~tely, was marked, and ~unto earth. 1 on the grouml 011 "hi ch they were then ta.ry and the police were kept under arms. 
arouly Insulted, but, at the same time, Complamts over and over again were for. 1 stanuing the blood of one of tl1eir mat.es ha.d I The roatls between Geelong and alfarat and 
tubjected to much. violenr.e. MeMa.kon warded to Sir Charles Hotbam, but he! been sh;ll; that tho fonnta.in of justice wa.s b~tween Melbourne and Hallara.t were lined 
PNferred a charge lll so deGnite & manner treated them &a he would ha.ve treated .the impure at its sour<;e, aml tl,iere was none to 1 with s?ldm·s aud mounted and. ~oot police 
~hat lt was lmpos.ibl.e for it to be disre complaints of a cabin boy preferred agamst I arise and deal out vengeance. baste11111g to strengthen the posit10n of the 
&U'ded by the Oommlssloaera, and It was 1i;e first lieutenant. He believed that a There was then a cry went up from among Go\'erumeut. 'l'hc diggers wheu they burned 
made a .police-o.lllce case. It wu •rly one \ Government official could do no wrong, 1 the \';LSt g:i.theri~1g of ~xcited men to "sec.uni their li<!e.nces and refused to reue'Y them, 
Suada;y morning that the followtns notice le s indeed to his superiors. :Mini ters Bentley a.hll deliver bun o,.er tigam to JUS· were not ignorau_t as to what would hk:ely b( 
WM posted abGut Forest Creek:- u~ ~~6' time e~tertained nearly the same I tice." Tj1e hotel was smTounded, but the ou.teome. Sn· Charles ~otha.m clul nol 

a di to ·J3entley who had been warned of what was thmk it ,it all necessary to hsten to the well 

I 
"Wl:N OF OAS'l'LEMAINB, feel_ing. T~ey p;oc~ed:d acco~ t~T "liltely t~ 1;n.k.e place, secured a horse and fouuded complaints of the diggers. Shoff 

" . . theu own vie\vs 0 t e tness 0 n11:~. escaped to the rear of the b11ilili11g. them clown, burn their tents, scatter an< 
M~ on the hill behind the Baptlllt The diggers be~ome more and more, He saved his life, hut the hotel and all it confound them iirst, was the order, and thei 

Obapei to dlacaes mattcrn relalil'te to the exasperated; bnt the more thPy com- contaiue<l. w'as burnt to the ground. , .-\. do justice to them if they ha\'e not alreall: 
PNCeedinga of the oftlcials, on Sat..rda1 plained the mor' they were huntt'd and militaty force came uµ wheu it was too haL( a full measure of ·this meted out t · 
afsb'· Chdr to be t.11.ken at f09r1>'cl9Ck oppressed; the more men were chained to late: The 11101.i llispersetl quietly, btU; ~e- I them. . . ~ I 
to-day. N.B.-'l'he shwl1f bu been hl'Vlted trees, the more arbitrary regulations were· cln.red that they hnd ouly beg111l that, wl11ch I . The demands of th~ diggers m the fo 
to attend. YK are l'eq\lt!IBted to attend ls.sued, aud then ln Nov. em~r, 1853, wa.'! I would not eud there. SubbCllU~lltly, 1or tlu~ mstance.werc no more than_r~sonable. Bu 
'Ire Police Court; oa Monday, aud watch seen the outcome in th<' Eureka riots. l ontra~e three men, JHllllcd l• lctuhor, lllc· these bemg refused, and believmg they coul 

1 .. - ~l " .., ,
1
,. , • . ,.. • ovei.,\we the Goverlllllent, they came to mak ,. 

-~ P•""""" b£&. • 1 To be M >P ' In.tyre. and W _ea.therly were arrested, com demands wlnch were not rnasonalifo, an ......_ 
'J:he magllkates l11voet1gated the charge. filltt~d for .,tnaJ., :hen a moat relu~nt which no Government coultl submit to wit! 

and. lleW lllcllahon to have been quiCM!J verdict of guilty was retu~ed agamst out humiliation. lt was when violont cou1 
lltDOOllllt of haTiDC harboul'ed imp~ Fletcher and _Weatherly, but 'l_Vlth a st;rong si;lb guiileJ. the movements of the disa.ffecti 
claa~ or having kept &l\fthlng else r~co=endation to mercy, the Jury aading a diggers, that :i. umnbet· of the morn modera 
but a l'M)18lltable board.log-house. The in· mler to the ~!feet. that they would nevi:r left them, aud the legitimate objecte of t i 
former Kan~ and t.rooper Christlall have had their pau_iful duty to perform if a.gitaLion appear to ham bee!' com1iktely lo 
wn given iato cuitody, charp;ed wl"1 those entrusted with. the gover11:me11:t of sight of. The desire of tho disaUectoo w 
perJurr. But lllcM&hon never recelftd Ballarat had d~1:1e their duty. This dire<;t now nothing less than o.t imy saci·ili1 

I ti for th -·" censt1re upon :Sir Charles Botham and his . of life to overtum the Government 
OlnJne penny .. ,nhcho~pbensa don bl e e•N.._ Minister~ was receive<l. in a densely-crow!1ed Victor}a. Sir Uhm·les llotham was to 

ustlce w .... c '""' een one m. or Court with loud and prolonged cheenng k · l h I' t· 'l'l c·· 
did the two per'arera meet with their lffll· h' h 'th J d th o rt "' .· ~1:· ta ·en pl'irouer, :111< e u cap IYe. ie 0 

J w ic nei er u ge nor e ou o=cia. s m1ss10ners were to be hunted off the IN 
merited pnnl!!hment. were able to suppress. I !ithlt ii~id the me~heri! of,.~~e~S.~i~~~i? 

1 


