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ml THE BALLARAT REBELLIOL\'-.Q7’
ssigtant Commissioner, and who was as thepolice, encouraged as thoy were by tha | Tiis event, not altogether unlooked for,
ach fitted for the post as he would havelCommissioners, who again were permitéed, | came at last. The diggers, hunted down by
¢n to take charge of a Channel fleet, was If; indeed, they were notenconraged, to eX- | the police, maltreated by the Government
pzac Y GrE0aTe Of. DERAPS W%O’ b“-t for ercise the most arbitraryfand unrestrained officials, refused justice by the magistrates,
¢ Interferonce of those more inclined to powers by the Government at Melbourtie, || . 1hed of their wold, and no rotection
. submissive to the anthorifles, would And they revolted. The day aftor €8 | o o and s Gl et
ave hung him to the branch of the nearest charge had been heard at the Police Court | '~ ife and property offered, were de
ree af hand, Myers escaped death, bubancther notice was posted throughout the
vas S0 roughly handled that it wasfield. It vead:— y
* ught prodent to withdraw himfrom all “ Down with the trooper Christian and |

%l Bad rule prevailed for severalshoot him |

", s after this, the Government of * Down with oppression!
13 e still obstinately refusing to see  * Diggers, avetige your wrongs and de-
Then, in July of nand your rights, or otherwise you will
: s disturbance broke ‘:el;:idiaa!ls!ave& = "
rest Creek. Like master “Down with the campd Up _with ||
police in their every d | _____6_?.3!!! T and ‘shew,
actod as ruffians, The 2 B iy o S
W ight have Sise; EW@}?&-M? : :
Hﬁogm ;hnnuoe; f"?;‘wa‘;"”mt ?‘;ﬁn“ﬁ;i gmtinm and the Gﬂmﬂ“ F'F"!h-“"*‘:m
to thie Algzere by Bhe Mol of & vedl o ha7e lnoym froa the Samabon
e tari S W _1]:l‘msainno! feeling, that the pecple were
m Own ﬂiﬁom ha;ﬂl;kbc:mhief. and 1&& eai;? aronsed foa determination to resist their
. nany a ry, many a dee s ife.
of iolenos, and 1ot o few muvdars were| L t"S% o ke at whab eoes ol W
committed in these canvas and calico dens

them, and the prayer of their many petitions
heard, or they would arm and revolt, The
authorities were blind to the dangers which
threatened them, and were deaf to all warn-
ings,

The first outhreak of popular indignation
oceurred in consequence of the exposure of
one of those cases of undue partiality ex-
hibited by the camp officials. There was a
man named Bentley, who early in 1854
erected a public-house, not very far from the
4 0ld Golden Point. No one appeared to
| know anything of Bentley, or who he was.
He had not been a digger, nor had he resided
long on the ground; but this much was
But such warnings were unheeded. It ynown upon very good evidence, that
of debauchery., Wherever one of these ;:::bmﬁ@ﬂmmt:::_gggfgmgl_Bent-ley built the pulJl.i::-house with the
ishanties was thonght to exist, the police exi mlh&cmt i:hem b lafields. ' meney ut one of the u:agmtlnf{es located on
made short work of it. The spirits o ot Bendij R-!:h ﬁm rapid the goldfield, and that this magistrate slx‘a.re(l
were talken away, and the ten | number of meetings following | in the profits derived from the hotel. There

1 T]Zi’s ts burned £0 gy, oco5gion were convened: Profests were| (o
%ﬁnﬁ e e nﬂ%hlil::vaBb‘:’;tME forwarded fo the Government, strongly ' ghout this.
R ey it i g e bat still respectfully worded, asking for | T was at the time of the outbreak which

A9 ; | an inquiry infothe conduct of theofticials; | I am alout to relate, at Ballarat upon busi-
| from motives of revenge to the inmates, but petitions and memorials were alike ness in connection with the starfing of a
' which were not grogshanties, nor fences treated with contempt by Governor La mewspaper, and I was lodging in the tent of

mined that either justice should be done ||

{for recelving stolen goods. The spirlts myrohe, 4 veduetion of the heavy licence
.uaa::ze&:wa.y ngeb&m;mnedto'bﬁe;?ﬁe& feo of 30s & month was asked, but refused,
| om Eromn was. ye OWL Digger hunting was as mueh in force as
this was seldom done. The casksand Jars, gyer and the colony was in the utmost
with the contents were, in most instances, g, 0. .
sold to those shanty holders who bad sy tengsi Mr La Trobe went his way
Imamﬁ-toﬂnd favour with the police. oo ‘.“;g’ Sir Charles Hotham succeoded
| These men, many of them whose pay did pi "~ The new Governor was received
nobexceed fwelve shillings a-day, after- wiph o weleome such as hns mever since
wards became the owners of large and béen accorded to amy other in these
from eolonies, He was fo put all things to

ocostly hotels, which were built
money made, as it afterwards came to right, settle all ¢ and qulet all
differences, But he did nothing of the.

light, by the most infamous means. Some -
‘of the police brought up women from Mel. kind. He had not the ability, and he had
bourne and Geelong, and established yo¢ tro inelination. For the deck of a
brothels under the eyes of the Com- oo "°° st i
silitoncik it 1t pad dt,:l’: bisin ot Lo man-of-war he was admirably suited: bug
oy cf:;] paid these offieialsnObY0 ¢, oo corn o goldfields colony be ;n:h;ux
A tils time the gold got by t};g"dk&g&é pedpl: were ;mg: gro :egovnz.:;m: and not
m‘ﬂgﬁ by -a.rme%amd ;no‘u:{:ﬂ;; the Governor for the people. He was a
Srare depwlté;mgur?u;' _en“ ok martinet, avaricious, panmious‘mm-
ot Geelong, were, when applied for, slways fﬁggef e s ke
= Ve ) ghed at his manifestoes or defied
was Bald to bexesponsitle for this; and them, he took the thing to heart. He
the consequence was many diggers, in- ’ . ; oS A
stead of depositing their gold with the poorr oy Zﬁ:ﬁ‘iﬁﬁ;fm ‘moved from it
Commissioners, would incnr thé danger g Yok veatiin ohe !
of being stuck up and muardered, by taking unlinwc’::::gl?g??a t.am:e?flgamnhip‘
itdown to the towns and lodgiug it at the 1,.; the Ballarat rebellion, with all its
et et T 8 s A
A g, 54 | eurred. {:3 asal o
iw*ho_never returned, and never yere more ganee of the Government officials increased
heard of, caunot now be told. | the irritation of the diggers, The same
- There wasaman named McMahon whp venal appointments continued to be made,
kept a large boarding-house, partly con-i and each officer, in the order of his suc-
structed of wooden slabs and partly ef cession, was, if it were possible, more
canvas. MeMahon, with his wife|insolent, more over-bearing, and more
and fawmily managed the place, and nothing | oppressive than he who had preceded him.
wrong was known of them.  But against |These men had no knowledge of the re-
this huuse one ,-an informer of |quirements demsnded of them for the
nfamous noteriety, and a trooper named 'government of the diggers. - They fraded
Christian, lodged a complaint, and the on their own account, and anyone op:
Place was razed to the ground ; MeMahon, posing them on the field, hdywev
his family, and the lodgers being not only legitimately, was marlked, and run to earth. |
grossly insulted, but, at the same time,| Complaints over and over again were for:
subjected to much violence. BeMahon wavded to Sir Charles Hotham, but he
preferred a charge in so deflnite a manner| treated them as he would have treated the
' that it was impossible for it to be disre| complaints of & cabinboy preferred against
garded by the Commissioners, and it was his first lieutensnt, He believed that a
- made a police-office case. It was early one| Gavernment official could do no wrong,
i-mhrnom,tnrmt the following notice| unless, indeed, to his saperiors, Ministers
[m-mmdahout Forest Creek :— | at the time entertained nearly the same
“ ; ; : feeling. They proceeded according to
| il o 1 their own views of the fitness of things,
“Meet on the hill behind the Baptist The digzers bacome more and more
£6 discuss matterts relative to the exasperated; but the more they com-
T of the officials, on Satarday  plained the mor~ they were bunted and
(night. Chair to be taken at fouro'clock! gppressed ; the more men were chained to
‘to-day. N.B.=The sheriff has been Invited ' trecs, the more arbitrary regulations were
‘to attend. You are requested to attend issued, and then in November, 1833, was
m Polive Court]on Monday, and watch' seen the outcome in the Enreka riots,

e proceedings. _ (To be pantinu d.
The magistrates investigated the charges

fand made a violent attack upon the diggers.

f

{u_storckeeper of the name of Richards,
1aituated some fifty yards from Bentley’s hotel,
iin the midst of many ¢laims which were in
full working. One night, at a late hour,
some diggers knocked at. Benfley's door; and
usked to be served with drinks, Two of
gmaa were very intoxicated and very noisy.

entley answered the door by telling the
mmen’ he would not let them in, nor would he
erve them. The men kicked violently at
the door, and swore that if not immediately
iserved, they would break it in. Bentley
hen, calling for the assistance of some men
who were lodging with him, rushed out

There was a desperate fight, and a man
named Scobi received a blow from a shovel,
which proved fatal. The next morning he
was found stark dead in front of the hotel.
The affair was too serious to pass over, and
the officials were comypelled to hold an inves-
‘tigation. Bentley was arrested and brought
before the Benely, presided over by the same
magistrate who was kunown to be interesed

“Pentley had again been taken into custody
to protect him from the popular fury. He

sought refuge in the officers’ camp, and
to arvest liim was the only means of prevent.
ing his life falling a sacrifice to the mob.
Beotley was tried for the murder of Scobie,
and brought in gui.lt.y of manslaughter.

Again the Govermment were warned of
the fmminent danger of a general out-
break on the  diggings. Ministers had
been told repeatedly of the detesta-
tion the officials were held in for their
mal-administration, The attack on Bentley's
hotel was but the sign of a coming tempest
—the prelude of the fearful drama that was
6 be so shortly enacted. The diggers had,
as the leading journal in Melbonrne urged,
suflicient power to oppose any force wﬁich
might be brought against them. There was
no doubt now as to the danger the Govern-
ment had placed themselves m.

TI.;e strong sentiment of loyalty, the over-
bearing conduet of the popular leaders of the
disaffected, coupled with the decision of the
military in the first instance, and the mild
eharacter of Sir Robert Mikle, the command-
ing officer, who afterwards used every exer-
tiou fo tranquilise the excited diggers, pre-
vented a ﬁexieml outbreakin all the gol{lﬁﬁ i
if npt, indeed, thronghout the whole of the
Aunstralian colonies, A deputation waited
npon the Governor to demand the release of
the men who had been imprisoned for the
burning of Bentley’s Hotel. These were

i | Humffray, Black, and Kennedy, all repre-
think, very little doubt whatever ||

sentafives of the diggers. The Governor,
perliaps very properly, objected to the word
“demand.” Bemg the representative of
Her Majesty, he could not allow the nse of
the ferm. But the deputation had been
ingtracted they were not to substitute any
softer word. In consequence of this no
official reply was returned. The deputation
was informed that a prg}mr memorial on
behalf ofjthe prisoners wou I be entertained,
but that nothing might be expected from a
| demand. At the close of the mterview Mr.
| Kennedy earnestly entreated His Excellency
| to allow the two prisoners to be liberated
and returm with them, in order to pre-
vent a riot, bub he was informed that
the course suggested would be de-
structive of the authority of the Go-
vernment., No such thing could be allowed.
In order to be gerellaretl for any disturbance.
the Executive began to concentrate all the
{ forces they could command at Ballarat, and
| it was as the military marched aiong the line
| of road that the hostility of the diggers was
shewn. Collisions, resulting in bloodshed,
ocenrred in several places. On the 20th of
November, a party of soldiers, belonging to
the 40th, who were marching aleng the
Geelong Road to Ballarat, were assaulted by
the peopld  The soldiers were commanded

pecuniarily in the hotel. A short enguiry
was held, and the evidence shewed in the

the man who had killed Scobie, but never-
theless the case was dismissed, and Bentley
set at liberty. !
Then public indignation was aroused o a
piteh never before expressed in such violent

most convineing manuner that Bentley was |

to charge the mob, but were beaten back,
and compelled to make an ignominious re-
| treat. The fact was that the soldiers sym-
| pathised with the diggers. The day this

! Eurcka, where a detachment of military
| were attacked. Several solliers were
wounded, and a retreat was béaten.

terms.

partnexship with Bentley. A few days atfer,
a met:t?n I:.\'ma held on }t\he spot where the
body of the murdered man was found. It is
estimated that mnearly 5000 diggers. and
others resident on the goldfield were present.
 Strong and revolutionary was the language
qised on the occasion, but nothing more af
‘the moment was contemplated than the
drawing of one more petition, asking the Go-
‘vernment to make official enquiry into the
| grievances which the diggers complained of.
It was unfortunate thas the epot on whick
the meeting had been convened was close fo
Bentley's hotel. 'The mol became excited
as the speakers one by one pointed out that
on the ground on which they were then

been shed; that the fountain of justice was

arise and desl out vengeance.

There was then a cry went up from among
the vast gathering of excited men to “ secure
| Bentley abd deliver him over again to jus-
tiee.™ " The hotel was surrovuded, but
Jentley; who had been warned of what was
‘likely to take place, secured a horse and
lescaped to the rear of the building,
| He saved his life, but the hotel aud all 1t

military

clared that thuy had only begin that which
{would not end there.  Subseguently, for this
owtrage three men, named’ Flewdher, Me.

Iutyre, and Weatherly were arrested, com-
mitted for trial, when a most reluctant

and held McMahon to have been quite

fnnocent of having “harboured improper

characters, or having kept anything else
boarding:

mﬂt
one penny in compensation for the great
! injustice which had been done him. Nor
' did the two perjurers meet with their well-
merited punishment,

| verdict of ““ guilty” was returned against
Fletcher and %wﬁher}.y, but with a strong
recommendation to mercy, the jury adding a

I ridér to the effect that they would never
have had their painful duty to perform if
those entrusted with the government of
Ballarat had done their duty. This direct
censare upon Sir Charles Hotham and his
Ministers was received in a densely-crowded
Court with loud and prol cheering,
which neither Judge nor the Court offic

| were able to suppress.

Proofs were adduced of the magis- ||
trate who heard the charge being in husiness ||

standing, the blood of one of their mates had |

ipure at its sourge, and there was none to |

contained was burnt to the gromad. A
force ecante up when it was too |
Fate. The mob “dispersed quietly, but de- |

| oceurred witnessed a similar scene near the
i
1
|
i

On the day following this a large, armed
mass meeting was held at Ballarat. Here
resolutions were passed denouncing the
licence fee, and declarisg that the people
would pay so obnoxions a ‘tax no longer, but
take immediate steps, to abolish it by burn-
| ing all their licences. The meeting strongly

protested against the bodies of armed men
marching through the diggings, and firing |
| upon the people without previously reading
| the Riot Act,

The Government officials, so far from
| being mtimidated by this meeting, sent de-
tachments of soldiers through the principal
Jeads of the diggings, and several skirmishes
oceurred. The canmip was barricaded by breast-
works of sand-bags, and the whole of the mili-
tary and the police were kept under arms.
The roads between Geelong and Ballarat and
between Melbourns and Ballarat were lined
with goldiers aud monuted and foot police
hastening to strengthen the position of the
| Government. The diggers when they burned
their licences and refused to renew them,
were not ignorant as to what would likely In
the onteome, Siv Charles Hotham did nof
think it at all necessary to listen to the well
founded complaints of the diggers. Shoo
| them down, burn their tents, scatter am
| confound them first, was the order, and the
do justice to them if they have not alread:
Lad o full mensure of this meted ont 1
them. ,

The demands of the diggers in the fiis
! instance were no more than reasonable, 1Bu
these being refused, and believing they coul
overawe the Government, they came to mak
demands which were not reasonable, an
which no Government conld submit to wit!
| out humilintion. 16 was when violent cow

sels guided the movements of the disaffect(
diggers, that a number of the more modera
left them, aind the legitimate objects of t!
agitilion appear to have beer completely lo
sight of, 'L'he desive of the disallected w
| mow wothing less than af wny  sacrifi
pof life to overturn the CGovernment |
Victoria,  Sir Chavles Hotham was to
taken prisoner, and held captive. The Co

missioners were to be hunted off the gy
| field, aud the members of the Consfabw

€




