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the country roun l °I1Ctellan°s resiaence liaa finding, The man rep ied bv sayin tli ' 
a been on fire for t e last fortnight, but the he was a shepherd on a shee·p ru gt tha i came about that the Pyrenees district was a considerable sample of gold dust to Mel- l 
s ~~mes did not proach the station till Py n n e no more h d f til b h l ~hursda.y. last, on 4ich day the s read renees country, and that where that D ear o un 1!!51, when ourne, w ich was exhibited to the Gold ' 

I 
rn1mUy. He endeavoured to drive fus ;1h lump of quartz and gold came fr th r Bruhn, a German mmeralogist Discovery Committee. I 

t 
1 

to the home statfrm, but 
011 

his arrival foi~:a j was plenty more for the looking om T~~e gave · out that he had discovered gold Now, it was a party consisting of., 
. it. on fire. He called on tlie inmates b . rich specimen, be it understood ~pd be s near the scene of C~pman's first find, Edmonds, Kelly, Burns and Pugh who 

l his great terror there, was no answ~r u\io : found on the ~urface of the g~ ad en I But Bruhi;i was suspected, being a charla- discovered gold quartz reefs on the 
, s was mmble to reach the hut on ac · t ~ I which the shepherd's flock of shee~~ %;ed t~n, and h~s alleged discovery drew upon Pyrenees near a station known as Donald 
' r t_he flames, and in order to pres~~~~ hYs d - ' · a e him very little attention. It was about Cameron's. The next in order of time wh 
i 

1 
!ife he left the sheep and ran for the creek n:rafter day and month after month for ~fay, 1851, that the country near Bathurst, announced that he had been successfu~ 

11

1 mto which he plunged, ancl remained im' M l~two y~ars. m New South Wales, was found to be was Dr. Bruhn, who found gold near the 
merse~ to the neck the who ll of the da - , r r?ntani procured the aid of two auriferous. This discovery was made by ' .Tim Crow ranges which he forward d t 
On gmng to the hut he found 'l\foLellai:-. artizan Jewellers. These were Duchene Hargreaves, who, although an old colonist the Melbourne C~mmittee. e 

0 

~f h~nforifed hjf ~~he death by b11rning and Forester, when the quartz specimen had left and gone to California in 1848, The most important discovery how 
, . t t w _e an u c ren. Witness then was pounded up, and gold extracted by Str1;1ck by t~e simila~ity _between th~ I was made by Thomas Hiscock dn .Au~v::t 
, , ;,:ed re~t~~~:d i~l'rl~ma:10~raof the di~aste_r, the aid of quicksilver, and a. proper assay aun~erous region of California and certain 8t1, and made public by the writer of the / 

searching for ancl .Y to assist. m made, when the result was several ounces port10ns of New South Wales, Hargreaves I "Reminiscences," through the columns!. 
:which were found a ;;::.~vcli~a;~e _bod~~s, I of g;:{d of great purity and of a standard returned, for the purpose of exploring the the GEELONG .ADVERTISER, on the 10th 
hut~ burnt almost to a cinder and t0~.bl e ~qu to twenty-two carats. The shepherd, coun~ry fo: gold, and was not long in dis. that month. Hiscock had come upon 
dIBligured. ' ern Y Y name Henry Chapman, was at once c~vermg it. The New South Wales depoi.it of auriferous earth in a gully n~ 

George Pansh, .a labouring man tat d greatly cared for. Re was fed and clothed ~overnm~nt despatched Mr Stitchbury, , Buninyong. The whole of this distri 
, that he knew Mel.Allan, and on h.:ariug ~f by Brentani, who, by repeated questioning its geologist, to, the spot, who confirmed ,. was soon !!warming with parties searchintt• 

I 
the fire at the station, and the death of Mrs got from the man all that was to b~ Mr Hargreave_s statem.ent as to the pre. for gold., and as Balla.rat was on the sam"'e" 
Mc_Lellan and her f_amily, he set out for the. learne_d. sence of Id th il T pu

1 
pose f 1 E . f?0 m e so • he sensation range, ma. short time two parties almost>' 

co ld 'I?h ren_c ermg wh~t assistance he 'I xcited by dreams of treasure, Brentani which this created through all the colonies simultaneously came on to the adjoinin / , 
pou·r· t ~tn~s considered, from the I planned an expedition by which in com was profound. The police force in one range to Golden Point, '.l.'bis whicf . 'fhe exi ' 
it .s~~~~d ob ~t j1t ~o the flames, that 

1
Pany with Chapman, the locality of th~ body, at that juncture so much needed subsequently proved to be the' riche t Ito th d~ 

person insid: of i~r k "'J.e~6ossi~h ~r any I gold-find should be thoroughly searched deserted their posts, and made for the I spot of ground known to the world w s ' e 
1
· 

live. On arrivinrr at the s~~:e lieefo red fd 1 and prosp~cted. The expedition left Mel- new El Dorado •. Thousands followed, and worked for some time without any m~rk: coloured 
bu~h blazing in all directions, while ~fcL~~ : bourne within a fortnight after the gold a new era ~as. maugurated. New South success, but the Cavanaghs, a hard-work certain t 
Ian s hu: anc~ outbuildings were reduced to had been s~ewn and offered for sale. The Wales ~'as Jubliant; and Victoria, whose ing, shrewd family, lately arrived fro~ of vlolen 
ashes. The six boclies of the deceased were P:U-ty consisted of five men, who had pro- popu~at10n was threatened, became corres- Ireland, having entered a half-work d committ 
l~·mg at the ~ack of the hut. Witness as. vided themselves with a dray and a team pondmgly depressed. It was thought that claim and carried it below a layer of bl e , of deba 

I sisted m_ putting the boclies in the convey. 0~ bullocks to carry their provisions, bed- Melbourne and Geelongwould becomedepo- greasy pipeclay amidst decayed sla~' I 
1 ~ban ties 

an~~ whtch had be.en brought for them. dmg, tent, stores, and diggia~ appliances· pulated. Then it was that a public meeting struck the rich pockets which were almo ·t' made s 
, /I 1 e co~~ner said it would be easy to ad- Then, in a few days Mr Du<·hene one of wal con;ened i J 1851 h · ll 

8 
were tB. 

. , duce adbditt1ohnal evidence to. what had been the company, returned to Melbour;e He n une, 'w en it w.as um versa y found there. This discovery the grou 
, given, u e would put it to th . t d th . • . - placed Victoria at once at the very head of .t 1 h 
1 

whether more was requirecl when \ J1ll_'Y ~. a~h f~ his ma~es had pu "POSely give.:i determmed to offer a reward to an:r person I the gold producing countries of the ld . to\~~g 

i 

' c 
1 

1 

known the awful conf:la ration whic~ was im es ~P· This was dou~ ted by those who should disclose to the committee ap- Not only Balla.rat but Forest ;;or k' l 
ra?ed tb_rvughout that clr!dful da . had who were m the secret, as Duchene was pointed, a gold mine capable of beingprofit- I where inexhaustible' mines had {ee ' 1 from mo 

The Jury, without retiring, i~turned a j k~own to be a good bushman and a smart, e.bly worked, provided it was within two t1 ~imuleaneously been discovered b a. roost I which w 
venlict to the e~·ect that the deceased 8l'- wide:awake man. .Brentani, who was hundred miles of the City of Melbourne.

1 

shepherds in the employment y f so~e 1 for rere 
sons came _by thell' <lea.th accid•mtally, rf-om I married, had a shrewd woman for a wife ; A few days after this Mr Frencham, Barker, began to produce many tho~sa.n:~ I carried 
the. extension :of a bush-fire ta the hut in although it appears she had not been in- ?'reporter to th~ PORT PHILLIP GAZETTE, of ounces weekly, and before the close of on to th 
wt~~~he family were residing, formed for what purpose the expedition m company with some three or four the year the colony had undergone t t this was 
made b' ~h~ny, a~id UQble were the cxertir,ns had set out, she made a not very bad gues<>. others, made in the direction of the revolution in all its relations a 

0 
al with the 

ate th Y,,. . peo1•tc of Melbourne to :i.Ue,,i- · She became alarmed for her hu!lband's Plenty Ranges, amongst which gold was • sold to 
e Sl\uermgs o~ the colonists A bl' saf ty d th · 'd t · meP,tiµg WM 'held on Melbour · pu la . e • ~n ereupon accused Duchene siu o exist, and where at the time two BY SNYDER, 

i'icl1 and influential residents f ~~ by <ill \he with havmg murdered her husband, .And it hundred per!ions were scattered about 
litah district, when a large 0SUllle ~etrop-0- was to save ~imself from such a. charge /searching for the precious metal. This ·rHE CONDlTION OF THE DIGGERS PREVlOUS 

I 
was subscribed, and under th"' di' t' m~~y that full particulars connected with the ll@cality had probably been selected in I TO TIIE BALLA.RAT REBELLION. 
la " 'tt "' i-ec 10n '-" a expeditio · h Th r

0
e comm1 ee was distribu.tecl aw.on t th n were given t rough the consequence of two persons named Sharp e memory of the Eureka. outbreak 

unfortunate in.div~duals who h~ been ~<lt , e columns of the newspapers. So far, bow- and Armstrong, havlnit, as '.was reported. will not be easily affected by those who 
a st11te oi cle~tlt~tmi. . U\ ever, fr?m allaying the fears of Mrs discovered some fine gold in the locality. were witnesses to it, and who were inti· 
r~in the Melbourne ~de of the co\llltry it is Br?ntam, these particulars merely tended T~ey had sent it, when taken, to Van mate with the cause whieh led up to such 
hilch.ned that over thirty men, women and to mcrease them. D1emen's Land but receiving no return scenes of outrage which were perpetrated 
~ds e~f f~~ a prey to the fire. Many thou- ~t was j~st as a warrant was about they had abandoned the pursuit, after en- to the lasting disgrace of the then existing 
• d be eep and cattle were destroyed bemg applied for the apprehension of during the 11:reatest hardships a.nd priv- Government. 

:::uafteU: ;~ul~ fhrme~ stock-!10lders, and Duc.heni: upon a. charge of murder, that I ations. It was a short period subsequent , ~etween the yeai:s 1851and1854 the ap. 
beyond redempt' .ave h~n r_umed almost Drentam and his party put in an une..'t- to this that the editor of the PORT PHILLIP pomtment of Gold Commissioners and . 
for the liberality i~~ th ~ not been pecti:d appearance. I recollect well at GAZETTE announced that his reporter, their subordinates was left altogether in 1· 

mercantile community in ~akin d and the the time the excitement which was ere-," who had been scouring the Plenty the hands of the Executive Government. 
enable the land to be re-stockedg~ •an~s ~ ated by the event. The arrival of our Ranges with the twofold purpose Fitness for the duties these officials were 
rebuilt, and .~ds fenced in. ' omes ac great?st Australian explorers, after dts- of supplying the public with the latP.st called upon to perform was never for a · 

c T~e aborigmals had, strange to say · cove~mg.new country under the greate!lt intelligence and of 1mabling them to de- moment allowed to weigh. Relatives 
f~cted some three months before th~ of pr1vat1ons and hardships, never caused cide whether gold did eally exist," ha·.l were chosen who had done nothing since 
:i~~l!nd~e~ts o~ that day what ca.me to such an outbreak of feelings as the return , actually come on that which he was in they came to the colony but hang about 

fh t' k~ belief was so strong in them of Brentani. The party had not made any I search ot .A letter shortly after was re. the doors of Government offices, or had 
m:ciea the.e efobe. the fire several tribes very great discoveries, bu't they had picked I ceived from Frencharn which stated that filled. some office where, if a man could 
and sidese~f i~hl ~g 8ft~und 0 ?- t_he to~s ! up two nuggets which t-ogether weighed 1 he had discovered gold in a. foundation of w~ite an offic~al memo on official foolscap 
tribal territories It'h abted within thell' close upon fifty ounces. Then, when this sandstone and slate with perpendicular with the official quantity of margin and 

th 
· as een stated that 1 becam k d th · · ' · I h' t bl' .' e co\llltry had been set 

0 
fir . . e aown an e specimens shewn vems of quartz. Specimens forwarded s gn ia name o a pu ic voucher, it W!Uf 

par.ts at tB.e ~azne time in nrev:n;; fo~:i~~: in confirmation, a furore of feeling was were subjected to the usual tests, but the considered all that was necessary. Indeed' 
white population driving them off the soil aroused, such as no words can describe. result was not satisfactory. The first only a few had reached this standard of 
bnt although believed in by many, it wa~ But n~w carne an extraordinary part of assayer, one Beurteaux, who tested it, dis. competency. Able men-men accustomed 
gen~rally d~ubted by those intimately ac- the affair. When Brentani with his party covered gold, which was exhibited to the t0 re!lponsible duties-men of educatlon­
r~mted w_it~ the character of the Aus- had returned, Chspman, the shepherd, committee, but on the other band a. por- were thrust on one side to p;ive place to 
r an::?bo gmal was not with them; nor, as far as is known, ti on of the same specimen had been handed miserable tools of one of the most inca.p-

' -- ..,. has he been seen from that time to the to Mr Hood, a practical chemist, who was a~le (and corrupt in proportion to incapa-
Ko. XXIII, present. The whole affair was involved in unable to find any gold in it. The com. city) set of Ministers which has existed 

deepest mystery; but it is believed that m.ittee in consequence declined to pay from that time to the present day. Mere 
THE MYSTERY INVOLVING Tim EARLIEST Chapman, when out in search for gold in Frencham the reward, but on proceeding boys were placed in command over the 

GOLD mscoVERms. the Pyrenees country, had lost his way in again to the locality he actually discovered police, who were perhaps as bij;; a. lot of 
In a former reminiscence I mentioned the bush, and had perished miserably. I gold. By this time others had published scoundrels as could well have been selected, 

that the first discovery of gold in Victoria s~all, how~ver, have more to say ronnected .to the world that they had found aurifer· the greater .proportion having been Tas. 
occurred towards the close of 1851. This with the disappearance of Chapman. ous deposit'! in various localities. To manian ex:pirees. The oppressive, cruel, 
was the discovery which produced the That gold was found where stated is now Frencharo, however, is due the credit of and 8:rbitrary acts of these officials incited 
first rush to Ballarat, and very shortly known to be certain, and it is to Chapman having found out a rich digging. He the di~gers, who were generally quiet, in· 
afterward~ to other parts of the colony; most undoubtedly, that Victoria is in'. named it in honour of his employer, and offens~ve, and ame?-able to a1;1thority, to 
but the ex1_stei;ice of gold was known in the 1 debted for being the first to discover its because the first diggers were Scotchmen, commit dee?s of v10le?1ce which were al· 

·Western districts at the close of 1849. vast mineral resources. the Caledonian, which name it may prob- together a.hen to their antecedents and 
One Charles Brentani, a naturalised It is quite true that rich auriferous ably bear to the present day, although the natures. By turning over the pages of 

Italian, was the owner of a watchroaker'R specimens had occasionally been picked up ground has been worked out many the newspapers of the time, it would be 
and jeweller's shop in Collins.street, and on the surface of the ground, as was the years. There appears to be no doubt seen that it ~as no uncommon thing for 
not only the name, but the face, antics, case in the early part of 1851, when an that the next individual after the men t~ b~ seized at the order of mere boy­
and peculiari~ies of this somewhat remark- a~ori.ginal brought a nugget weighing myste_riousChapman who found auriferous Commissioners, ~_nd bound by cha~ns or 
able _man. :vin _ be remembered by an jwithm a few pounds of a hundredweight, ?epos1ts was Mr William Campbell, wbv, ropes to tre~s dunng the intense mid-day 
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· colonists hvmg m Melbourne between the to Dr. Kerr, a resident of Sydney. There if my memory serves me, was the first of heat of a Victorian summer, and for no 
years 184} and 185(, Late in the afternoon can be no reason to doubt but that Chap- the five elected members of the fir!lt g~·e~te; o!fence t?an t?a.t of n~t :!laving a 
of a d~y .Lil Janu.ary, 1849, as. ~fr Brentani man had found on the surface the specL Legi<>lative Council of Victoria. It was in digger~ !teen ce m then possesion. Thes~ 
was s1ttmg at his work repamng a watch, men he produced before Brentani, as in- March, 1851, he observed minute pieces of men might. not ha.\'e been gold-seekers• 
a small-sized, insignificant-looking man 1 dependent of ~nt of any experience gold in quartz on the station of Mr Donald but followmg the occupation of cooks 
dressed as a shepherd, walked into th~ j in gold diii:ging, he-had no implements, in Cameron, at a place known by the name to parties ?f diggers, or taking charge of 
shop, and produced a piece of quartz richly the way of pick, or shovel, or cradle with of "Clunes." The discovery was, how- tents, keeping tools and cradles ln repair, 
studded with gold. The shepherd wanted ! him. Balla.rat was the next locality where I ever, concealed, from some apprehension or the like; however it was ruled that 
to sell, and Brentani scarcely believing it gold was found in quartz cropping out of that the squatters' stations would be every man on a p;ol<lfteld was to be taken 
was really gold which had been shewn the ground. ruined if it should -be made public. but to be a digger, and a fit subject for being 
him, declined to purchase until the speci- .An uuaccountable apathy prevailed for some three months afterwards Mr C~mp- · ~---------------­
men _had been s~bmitted to the usual quite a year :i-nd a half after the Chap- bell commut\icated the discovery to the hunted down, chained up, and consigned 
chemical test. This was allowed, and the' man-Brenta111 affair; for people, somehow, I world. It was soon after this that Messrs to a log built prleon, watched over by 

• ore was shewn to be pure gold. Greatly had come to be impressed with an idea Michell, Habberlin, Greening, Baton, sentries who tho~ht very little of sending 
' amazed was Brentani, and many were the that the whole thing was either a hoax or Mel•ille, and Furnival discovered gold on • ~mllet through the body of & man who 
~ . questions he asked as to the locality of the a swindle, got up by Brentani for some Major Newman's station at .Anderson's nught, under his outr.11.fl:ed feelings, and 

l..oi. • • purpose of serving hirnselt And so it Creek, on the Yarra, and ft was some time th~ hu~atlona h~ was made to 
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a\;!ou t;u~_ middle of June the party brought UD ergo, o er any resistance. 


