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uned; or cooked i Phe sk and Tur
thont  the ‘entrails being  removed.
[ here it is. And so, ‘while the uative
ives, the white man perishes of thirst
- hunger—too often of thirst—the most ter-
:ple of all human sufferings.

I have told the story before—it was ver
pany years ago—which 1 narrate mow. ES; i
;s worked up in more than one English
riodical, and wenf, what is termed in Press
anguage, the round of the papers.

A stock rider, by name Evan Evans, and a
relshman by birth, i the year 1865 or '66
;a8 found missing from the home quarters of
cattle station, in the western part of Vie-
oriz. 16 was not a very heavily timbered
batrict, and it was tolerably well watered,
ut it presented this somewhal peculiar
wature : The ground rose and fell in irregular
L dulations. . For many miles the same kind
i country could be traversed without any
gpearance in the change of country. There
2 1o distant hill or mount visible near or |
 the far vista to guide the stock rider who
s in search of cattle, One chain of water
sles would present almost the same features
.another, and the frees were about of the
qme  grow A man had to [learn the
Luntry before he could commit himself toit.
ans had not so learned it. He was a
sady but stupia man. A brave dare-devil-
sy-care rider, and first-rate at cutting out
py animal from amob that might be wanted. |
lendid ab “ roping” a beast,  whether for
anding or cutting, and was not too parti-
ar whether his employer's branding irons
ar¢ pub on asteer or a heifer belonging to
yme other owner. :
1t was one evening in the height of an
| stralian smmmer when it was discovered
hat Evans had not retarned to his quacters; |
¢ it was not until well into the middle of
ext day any uneasiness was fell respecting

hirn.

Thén it was that the stockmaster, a
indly-hearted Scotchman, gent to a native
holice-station, some miles distaut, for two

hlacks tpohe!{x‘totra.ck and bring back the j
hissing stockrider, who it was now felt to |

be quite certain had lost 'his way in the
sh. These arrived in a few hours, and, as
ight had come on, it was agreed the start |
would not be made until morning.
At daylight the two blacks, with a stock-
tider from an adjoining run and threc station
ands, started off on the search.
The first and the most difficult thing to
complish in following up & track is the
tting upon it. Here several precious,
ours were lost. The way a track 1s fonnd
gomewhat as follows: The blacks
esoribed ecircles round the homestead from
yhich a man is missing. 1f the track is not
iscovered within the avea of one circle, a
prger one is made, and this failing, still a
arger, and again a larger, until the trackers
ve satisfied themselves they have come
hpon the right trail. This ab last having
been accomplished, the pursuit commenced.
t was, as I have said, ligh midsummer, fol-
owing on a protracted dronght ; indeed, no
in had fallen for five long months, and, the
bround being dry and parchied, the track was
flifficult to follow. There were constaut |
hecks ‘and frequent returns to keep the
rail, but it was always found again. The
barty had provided themselves with flour,
alt beef, sugar, btea, tobacco, 1mgs; and
inder boxes ; for a bushman in those days
ever trusted to matches. The provisions
ere packed on a small, hardy stock rider's
orse, (Om the lirst day the search was con-
uved until sunset, and the party camped
mtil daylight the next morning. With
heir tomahawks the blacks stripped sheets
| bn.l‘k[ﬁ::l tha‘, 1 tlrlecs, and eut ILrll‘mm
me saplings. With these a gunyah, or
eak-‘:gnd, was formed, at the opening of
hich a fire was lighted for boiling water,
d to aid in keeping off the mosquitoes
buring the night huge blackelouds ascended
hove. the horizon, and covered the heavens

party mow entered upon a contityy covere

| the tracks being very distinet the whole dis-

ith a thick curtain; rain soon followed,
companied by yivid flashes of lightning and
ashing thunder. This helped to make the
ack more difficult. But the blacks were but
tle put out, for they, with elight difficulty,
ok up the footprints, or such other indica-
ons as were to be observed, and follewing
hem persistently, travelling sometimes two
ind sometimes or more miles an hour
ntil noon, when a halt was called for re-
eshment and temporary rest. The foob of |
pan had probably never trode the region the
arty were mnow traversing. Heve the
possum, the native cab, the kangarco, and
e wild dingo held their reign undisputed,
ver and again the native trackers gave
prth, @ shrill cooey, but there was no res-
onse. At about hali- three in the
ternoon of the second hoiﬂthe party came

I a spot where the b expressed by
ona which had evidently been removed |
£ld up two fingers, indicating

he missing man had lain down.” He had
overed by withered herbage. The confl:

esture that the missing stock rider had sat
om its original place. Here the b].ncks‘
,-El-_ al;l.lné:l since a man had been there,
wen smoking, and had broken his pipe : for
lence of the trackers was now full¥ reatored,

| make back again.

| This  they succeeded ' doing

with large boulders, This rather dssisted
the blacks, who would frequently poing out
where the unhappy stock-rider hiad sat dusn
to rest. After a timo the bonlder countiy
was replaced by a forest of enortious gum
trees. Here the men indicated by sijms th
the lost man had been ruming. Then, as
they praceeded on the trail, they would ghe

divect the atfention to soME MyELETions or
nnﬂ:wal nzllf:‘b king of

Was eating of coean waves on the
shore, . These bla.cl%s had never seen the
sea, and the next morming, after an advance
of about a mile, when they beheald the roll of -
the surf upon the beach line, they appeared to
be horror stricken.  Then followed a shoub

that he had become wearied out and b from one of them, whe, holding forth botl,
fallen on his knees—perhaps from utter pros hands with the palms upward, indicated
tration ; or it might be to pray to Heaven t where the lost stockrider was I\'ilig"“
Eut.hlm on the right way for relief aud af With his facc on the beach 2 litle
abitation. above high water mark, He was iusen-

The sun once more set; the mun agai
camped, lif a fire for tea, refrealied an
rested, to rise again with the break of eall
worning., The party had now followe
the trail for it ‘may be near upon forf
miles, when they wera nearing the borders
of a conntry occupied by a hostile tribe.
This so alarmed, indeed 8o greatly territied
the trackers that they showed a desire to
tarn back. But as the party were yeell
armed, and nio other Llacks makingEh ap-
pearance, they were induesd to’ proceed
and to follow up o' the missing man’s

track. :
 Then, after alittle, a magniﬁcent.cbuntrg;
beantifully timbered, was reached, aud t
track of the stoek-rider could be seen diss
tinetly even by the white men. After a
time ‘a long gully was entered upon, with |
numeraus large wattle trees weve LTOWing.
From this tree a possessing nutri.eot
to man as to birds and some kind of am-
mals, oozes. And it was to somo of these |
trees the blacke pointed out places from
which the gum had been taken. ''hey also
drew attention to where several edible gruba
had been taken from 'the&r-holes, donbgleas
to beeaten. They showed thab the man liad
in hie poesession a pocket knife, with which
he had extracted the grubs where they had |
burrowed in the bark of the trees, But tho
native trackers still held up the two fingers
as a sign that the lost man wae
as many days ahead of them. A4
small creek was shortly after reached,
when the blacks pointed ton spot where &
mun had bathed, as shewn by the displace-
ment of the pebbles as well as the oot tracks
upon the bank.

This creek was followed up for some four
or tive miles, until it flowed intoa swamp, |

tance.

After a time one of the man's boots was
found, and further on the seecnd ons, shew-
ing that he could no longer bear them on his
feot. Next was discovered the neckerchick
he was known to have worn when bs left the |
station.. And here evening closed upom |
another day, and night found the puty worn |
with fatigue and almost dead beat with |
blistered feet and scorched faces. .

The next morning, but not for two faull
hours after sunrise, another start was made,
when a desert country had to be followed,
where zmall stones and hunge bouldurs com.
mingled. The soil was caked with & hot |
sun following upon heavy rains; still the |
blacks, not for three minutes together, ever

lost the track; and here, be itpemem- | o
bered, the lost stockman was without boets, |

and was of his very necessity, and ot his |

eat anguish picking his way tanderly.  To |
%fle white man not the slightest sign of a
track was visible.

sible; but by dr

| wind set strongly in early in the morning,

agging him: to the edgs

of the surf the spray fell upon him; and he
‘was soon able to .etand, He, hdwever, was
unable t6 speak for éoine hours.. The retiin
Jjourney commenced, and after soie suffering
the part
they

He died three
maniac,

reached the homes from whi
started. Evans never recovered,
months after & Taving
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[By $*Sxyper']

THE GREAT CONFLAGRATION
AROUND MELBOURNE,

WiEN in a previous reminiscenge I narrated
the terrible day of the Gth February, 1851,
named then and remembered _mkthe ‘present:
time by all old colonists as Black
I%old only of my own experience while
travelling throngh the western district of

vt Phillip.  But it was on the Melbourne
side of the country where the conflagratien
that day laid waste such enormous areas,

estroyed so much, property, and caused so
geal-alosa of life. 1 have before ure now,
‘in contemporary jowrnals and printed nar-
rabives, the accounts which reached the
principal town of the colony, from which it
will be seen how many and liow harrowing are
‘the details of that dayof hideous ruin and con-
fagration.. Forsome weeks previous no rain
il fallen, the creeks had dried np, while
the water-holes were no more than bids of
‘mud and tangled masses of decayed and
decaying timber, The grass for many wmiles
“on the plains was bleached to a snowy white-
‘ness, and hoth sheep and cattle perished in
‘vast nambers through thirst; and an almost
entire abscnce of ‘Eet v As far as eye
could reach there was nothing to support lite.
Only in little oases where the water-holes
were deep and the ground sheltered from the:

e

| abandon their proj
Thursday, |

R =5
e

swepl along in  forks of liguid flame,

!
the birds native to the forests and the
laing, feptiles, and other animals en-
leavoured to escape the dread conflagration,
Cbut were overtaken, falling instantly a prey
to the erackling and roaring flames. The
[ Black Forest-on this morning was in all its
| grand verdure-—grand as it must have heen for
" cenburies; butin the evening of the same day
Hothing else could he'seen for fifteen miles—
from (iisborne to Carlshrue—than charved
|'mnli_-b1nckeued trunks. - 2
| How so many fires eccurred simultaneously
in so many parts of the country to meet at
‘different ponts has never been ascertained,
The whole district, far and wide; was filled
with dense clouds, with which commingled
myriads of sparks of fire wafted upwards by
the gale. In many a settler's well-shaded
gitbing-room the thermometer stood at 120,
and on their verandah ac quite up to 1407,

|l And these settlers, confining themselves to

theshelter of their houses, were generally not
aware of their danger until the furious roar
of the bush fires broke npontheir-ears, when,
nvith their ‘wives and families, they had to

ndon perty, and leaving behind
them their household gods, they ﬁe% for the
preservation of their lives. Nota few escaped

th by taking shelter in creeks and water-
- holes until the violence of the fire had abated,
and the atmosphere had become bearable
Some of these sebtlers, with delicate wives
with sucklings at their breast, were eighteen
hours in the water, and not a few, mother
and child, subsequently died from the expo-
sure, Many persons travelling in the bush,
‘4§ 1t was in Iy own case, DNAITOW escapes
‘as they became suddenly envel in the
! flames, and all but suffocated in the swelter-
ing fumes of the surging blast. 'The hurri-
cane ab sea, as it sweeps in resistless cycles,
earrying with it wreek and disaster, and
terror even to the bravest hearts, may be of
'a higher order of sublimity to these who
- have watched the raging waters, but it is not
‘accompanied with blacker horrors than when
lan Australian bush fire devours thousands
I-ué):n_thm:md:a of acres of country, with all
{that is uponit.  /

| On such ta.d'.ay_tim 1n_tl:-éwel.ler s’r.a.r'fi'she on his
| journey, not anticipating danger. wind
&n;m the north is no more than sultry to the

hot, witheringraysof thesun, was therealittle | senses, but grad rises in force and
gmas eserving something of its native ver- | volume.  Then, later—but only a little
are.

T

On the Melbourne side of the country,
as far as the Deep Creek and the Mount Mace- |
don ranges, to the Black Forest and to the
country many miles beyond, and on either
hand dense volumes of smoke ascended,
which indicated to those at a distance the'

farerunner of a dire calamity. The north

anil by eleven o'clock in the ferenoon it had
inereased to a g with the force of a
typhoon. In the streets of Melbourne the
heat was intense; and the atmosphere
o ;resséve.. Men'and women, the veins over

later—the hot, fiery, blazing blast appears,
cim_rge(l with some element :%ay_er- before felt,
1t is now the smell of smoke comes strong
_nEon the nostrils, and in a brief space the
' whole! bush is in universal conflagration.
Amazed and terrified, the solitary bushman
finds himself face to face with destruction,
‘and this, too, in the most awful form that
'death can come. Those who on this day
were caught in the jaws of the ing tem-
| pest, were ‘‘withered up like a ser m

| th t.wH:klmg of an eye—in the sound of a

_ respiratary or| swollen almost to
bursting, breathed with diffficulty, caused by
ure upon the chest quite indescrib-

le, and which few had experienced before.
Huge dark clonds, in thick, dense folds, rolled,
over the eity, to be swept away by the foree:
“the blast. The fires which blazed in the
surrounding country were doubtless the

| fp. :

" The only escape was to gallop, if ibl
out of t.hg line of the m?:gtg'ks shelter ie:'n
water. Many that day had a hard race for
Itheir lives, and the intense heat acted upon
their frames so severely as to cause the
fecling of being parched up, while at
| the same time they were choked with an
overpowering thirsi—which even water,

Ancther sun went down to run its COUISE | opee of the suffocating sensation: It was'| were it was procurable, did not quench.

and rise again, to’ allow the weary scarch to

be continued inacountry whers thore was |
every symptom that water would fail in the |
search for it, which meant death or an im-
mediata return, All that day the track was |
followed up, when, towards night, the barren |
country lch toa im'ge lagoon which swarmed
with wild swans anc ducks. The party sue- |
ceeded in shooting sxd recovering o number
by swimming and bringing them ashore. Phe
supply was doubly
was the

[ it oreated produced terror inthe eating of it
1

'tﬁghaotrnht;:;sa?nd @ e Li};’nﬁ“ﬁﬂ until night, listening ‘in' terror
<
| were entering npon another—a tribe powor-

one hogtile tribe, and
ful, ferocions, and warlike. They wers afraid
to ~ proceed, although bui a little pre-
vious, by signs, tha two blacks Lidd niade
it understood they were ‘but one day from
the lost stockrider, who, was now travellin
slowly and unsteadily. The shrewdest a
the four white men fancied the black
tracleess intended to forsake the party aud
Intimating this to hia
matos, they agreed to deprive thew of ther
tomahawks, with which they had buen sup-
piied, and to tie both together by the wrista.
with bub
Little trouble, for the native Austra.
lian, with the exception of a few belongi
to one or two tribes 18 a uhurougﬁ'
coward in the pretence of 2 white ma
The two blacks were mada to understand
that if they did nol follow up the track they
would be shot. Upon this threat they made

weloome': for not anly (&
salt beef running short but the thirst |

felt to be hardly possible to maove out of
doors, unless for some very nrgent purpose.
Phe streets were nearly deserted, and those

| who were compelled to make the effort to [l.d

traverse them kept close to the walls, and '
walked along with their faces muflied.
No) man, ' however. bold, appeared able
to face the furious and  sutfocafing sis
roceo. By moen the inhabitants, for the
greater  nwmber, had  shub themselves
| , im o their various dwellings, to
get beyond  the influence of the over:

wering {blast:  There ' they remained

to every gust of thesnperhedted and smoke-
laden gale.  Had any portion of Melbourne
iguitcvf.u thewhole of the city must have been
reduded toashes.
could have prevented the conHagration from
 becoming -ge.neml and extending to all its
(guarters. The citizens were providentially”
‘preserved from so terrible a disaster. In the
Loountry the scene cannob be ponrtrayed.
Phere, throughout the districts, the harri
\¢ane had set i early, and bush fires swepb
acrass the land with the speed of the race-
horse in full careery erossing roads and wide
streains, muning up mountan sides, and
descending in Tavines, gullies, and steep de-
cli\'itic',-(?a.atroyiﬁg nfen, women, and child-
ren, cabtle and’ sheep, craps, fences, home-
staads, orchards, vineyards, small holdings,
anddin fact u\'erythin.gilwhiuh faced them. The
flames spread eveérywiiere, caveering along the
dried herbage on the surface, speeding in
their way up large forest trees, and wanton. |

signs that it was dost. The whites were
firm, and  insisted on their taking up the
trail ; B-l}& after a time they were cnice more

in t.

" 1t was towsrds midnight of the sais da
that the man on wabch was startled with
that peculiar sound of the black, wiich with
them has the same meaning as gur word

wn, and in confirmation they pointed to a
that two days
I'iree hours latera spot was reachod whers
pidce, of the stem was lywg pertially
nd they quickened their movemél s The

L

“hush,” when we command ai,!enm_:.and‘;l

ing in the very excess of devastation. il
 \When the flames first appeared, many
brave wen attempted to impede their pros
wress and avert the ruin of their hopes. The
ivoen Longhs of trees were cuk down to b

No effort, however strong, +|

Towards night the wind chopped round to
| the south, when the thermometer fell within
 the short space of ene hour fully forty
Buf the whole of that long night
_ the heavens were illumined with the many,
‘many miles of bush fires, still ruging like
| unto a destroying angel.

The day dawned upon the morning of the
7th to witness destruction indes:ribable.

flocks and herds, abandoned by those in
.charge of them, who fled for dear life, were
- scattered or destroyed ; the inhabitants of
the distriets oyer which the conflagration
extended suddenly found themselves desti-
ute, and great was the amount of suffering
| to be endured by the ruined colonists.

L here pro giving an instance of the
calamities which beset that fatal day. It is

extracted from the Port Phillip Gazette of
11th February, 1851 : ** An inquest was held
on Saturday night last, at the Travellers’
Rest, Uollingwood, on six bodies consumed by
fire, on the 6th instant, at the Plenty. These
were Bridget, John, James, Joseph, Mary
Ann, and Wm. McLellan. The conveyance
containing the bodies did not arriveuntil some
fume after it was expected, and when at last
b entered the yard of the inn, and the cover-
ings were removed, a moreharrowingspectacle
can scarcely be conceived than was then pre-
sented to wview. The bodies were quite
charred, and the features undistinguishable ;
'thmw of two of the children were dread-
fully mutilated. The bercaved father who
had been previously brought to the inn,
appeared to be in a very precarious state
from mental as well as bodily suffering.
The coroner, in accordance with the dictates
of humanity, did not shock his wounded
feelings by any questions relative to the

| employedl Lo sweep out: the long line of
flnte which was consuming the grass.  But
hﬂl such’ atfempts were useless, for the
\live stretehed out its thousand tongues,

calamitous’ evént, but ordered his imme-
diate removal to the hospital. ek

The first witness examined was a shepherd
named Alexander Miller, who abal;af that

ening the ground with ashes s 1t

iﬁ?ﬁﬁénls and floeks, droves of kangaroos,

i

|

The most fertile districts were consumed ;
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