
;Uned; or cook~cl- ~ tlle. ~~mi ·and m t party now entered upon a ootm ry coverc --:-
·thout. t_he entrails b~mg remo".ed I w1th large boulders. 1'bis rather assioted rd1rect toe. atten IOU Ii ackening the ground 
here it is .. And so, while the nat_ive the blacks, who would frequently point out unusual noise. . swept along in forks of liquid flame. 

·ves, the white man perrnhes of thirst where the unhappy stock-rider had ~at down It was the beatmg of ocean waves on the The henls and flocks, droves of kangaroos, 
r hunger-too often of thirst-thi. most ter- to rest. After a time the bould~r country shore. These blacks had never seen the t!:e birds native to the forests and the 
·ble of a.11 human suffermgs. . I was revlaced by a forest of enorru as gum sea, and the next morning, after an advance plains, reptiles, and other animals en-
! have t~ld thEI story before::-1t was very trees. Here the men in. dicated by bigas that of about a mile, when they beheld the roll of deavoured to escape the dread conflagration, 
1111y yea1s ago--;-wh1ch I nauate now. _ lt the lost man had been running. .1.hen, as the surf upon the beach line, they ap1•caNd to but wei·c overtaken, falling instantly a prey 
as worked up m more ~han one ;English they proceeded on the trail, they would shew be horror stricken. Then followed a shou~ to the crackling ancl roaring flames. The 
eriodical, and went, what is termed m 1-'ress that he had become wearied out and had from one of them, who, holding forth both Black Forest on this morning was in all its 

1111guage, t~e round of the paper~. fa.lien on his knees-perhaps from utter pros- hands wit~ the palms upward, indica~oo gran<l verdure-grand as it must have been for ! 
A stock rider, ?Y name Evan Evan~, an~.~ tration; or it might be to pray to H eavcn t where the lost stockrider was lyin<> centuries; but in the evening of the same day · 
elshman by birth, m the year 1865 or 66 put him on the right way for relief and with his face on the beach a liLtl~ notbihg else could be seen for fifteen miles- I 

as found missing from the homu quarter~_ of habitation. above high water mark. He w:i.s inscn- from Gisborne to Carlshrue-than charred 
·cattle station, iu the western v.art _of Vic- The snn once more set; the man agai sible; but by dragging him to the edge and blackened trunks. 
ria. lt wa~ not a very heavily timbered camped, lit a fire for tea, refreshed an of the su;f the spray fell upon him, and he How so many fires occurred simultaneously 

·8tri?t, and it was to~erably well watered, restc~, to rise ag<iin with the brer.k of eail 'Yas soon able t.o -stand. He, hctwevet, was )n so many parts of the country to meet at 
11t it presented thIS some.wh~t _peculiar mormng. The party had now followed unable to speak for some hours. The reW.rn ·different points has never been ascertained. 
eat11re : The ground rose a.i:icl fell m 1rregll:lar the trail for it may be ne!l.r upon forty journey commenced, a.nd after soine suffering The whole district, far and wide, was filled 
ndulat10ns. For many miles the_ same kind miles, when they were nearing thr. bor<'er8 the party reached the homes from which with d<lnse clouds, with which commin.l(led 
f country ?ould be traversed withou~ any of a. country occupied by a. hostile tribe. they ha.cl started. Evans never r1:;covered. myriads of sparks of fire wafted upwards by 
ppeara.nce m th~ change of co~try. There This so alarmed, indeed 80 greatly t.,1nu.,d He died three months after & raving the gale. ln many a settler's well-shaded 
as no distant hill or mount V!Slble nea.r or the trackers that they showed a desire to :maniac, sitting-room the thermollleter stood at 120·, 
the far vista to guide t~e stoc~ rider who turn back. But as the party were~ XXIII. and on their verandah a~ quite up to 140·. 

as in search of cattle. Une cha.CJ. of water armed, and no other blacks maki °(!D ap- "SNYDE.R. "] And these settlers, confining themselves t1>. 
oles would present allllost the same features pea.ranee they were induced to· proceed [BY the shelter of their houses, were geµernUy :{lot 
another, and the trees were a.bout of tho and to follow up on the missing man's THE GREAT CONFLAGRATION aware of their danger until tl:)e furious roar 
e growth. .A man had. to. learn t~1e track. AROUND MELBOURNE, of the bush fires broke 11pQU thei,r ears, when, 

untry before he could colll1~11t hunself to it. Then, after a little, a magnificent country, 'VHEN in a previous reminiscence I narrated with their . ive11. ~nd families, t~ey ha~ to 
v1111s h_ad not __ so learned it. He was; a oeautifuDy timbered1 was reached, and tho the terrible day of the 6th February, 1851, aba,ndon t err property, and leavmg behind 
eady but stupm man. .A brave dare-devil- track of the stock-rider could be ~een duo· named then and remembert·d to the present them the~r househ~ld_gods, they fled for the 
ay·cii:re rider, and first-rate _at cuttmg out tinctly ev'en by the whito men. Mtcr. a time hy all old colonists as Black Thursday, 1 preserva.t10n <;if their live~. Not a few escaped 
ya.mmJ.l from amobthatm1ghtbewanted. time a. long gully was entered upon, with I '"told only of my own experience while t dea.th by _ta.kmg_shelter m creeks and water­

plenc:Ud at "roi;>ing" a beast, whether f~r numero.ns large wattle trees ~ere gro:wiug. travelling through the wes~ern district of holes until the violence of thefirehadabated, 
ri.nding or cuttmg, and was not t?o l~arti- From this tree a gum possessmg nutr1_._eut Port Phillip. But it was on the :Melbourne 1 and the atmosphere had. becom_e beara?le. 
ar whether his employer'.s brandmg_ uons to man as to birds and some kind of aui· -side of the country where the confla.gratien S~me of t~ese settle!s, witli delicat~ wives 

ere put on a steer or a heifer belongmg to mals, oozes. And it was to some of these of that day la.id waste such enormous areas I with sucklings at their breast, were eighteen 
me other owner. . . ' treei1 the blacks pointod out places from destroyed so much property, and caused s~ hours in the water, and _not a few, mother 
lt w~ one evemng m _the heif1ht of an which the gum had been ta~en. '.lhey also great a loss of life. 1 ha.ve before me now, a.nd child, subsequently die~ fr?m the expo- I 
ustrahan summer when it was. discovered drew attention to where several edible grubs in contemporary journals and printed uar- sm:e- M'.IDY persons travelling m the bush, I 
at Evans had not _retnrn~d to his quarters, 1 had been taken from their holes, doul.Jtkos ratives, the accounts which reached the as it was m my own case, had narrow ~ca.pea 

ut it was not 1mtil_ well mto the nnddl~ of to be eaten. They showed °t~t the. man ha~ principal town of the colony, frolll which it as they became suddenly en~eloped m the 
ext clay any uneasmess was felt respectmg , in his possession a pocket kn1te, w1lh wh1cn Will be seen how ma.nyaml how harrowing a.re I ~a.mes, a.nd all but srui:oca.ted m the swelte~­
im. he had extracted the grubs where they had the details of that day of hideous ruin and con- mg fumes of t~e surgm~ blast_. The hurri­
Then it was that the stockmaster,_ a burrowed in the bark or the trees. B~t the B.a.gration. '.For some weeks previous no rain cane '.It s~,. as i~ sweeps m res1st~ess cycles, 

indly-hearted Scotchm~n, se_nt to a natJVe native trackers .still held up the twe lingers harl fallen, the creeks ha.cl dried up, while carrymg with it wreak and disaster, and , 
lice-station, some miles diRtant, for two as a sign that the lost man w:.111 the water-holes were no more than bMs of terror even to the bravest hearts, may be of 

lacks to help 1'.<> track au~ bring back the as many days ahead of them. A mud and tangled masses of decayed and a. higher order of s~blimity to th1:1_se. who 
issing stockr_1der, who it ~as now _felt to small creek was ul-iortly after i·eached, decaying timber. The grass for mariy miles have wat<:hed t~e ragmg waters, but it 1s not 

quite certain. had. lost hiH way m the when the blacks pointed to a. si-ot ~here IL on the plains was hlea.ched to a snowy white- l accompa.rue~ with blacker horrors than when 
ush. These arn ved_ m a few hours, and, as man had bathed, a.3 shewn by tho d1svla~c- ness, and both sheep and cattle perished in , n .Australian bush fire devours tho'!-sands 
ight had come on, it ~va.s a!;1:·eed the start ment of the pebble~ as well &s the fqot tracks vast numbers· through thirst and an almost upon_ thousa.~ds of acres of country, with all 
ould not be made until mm·mng. upon the bank. entire absence of herbage. As far as eye that is upon it. . 
At daylight tl~e. t~vo blacks, with a sto?k- This creek was followed up for some four could reach there was nothing to support life. . On such a da:i; ~he _traveller starts on _his 

"der from an adJ?ll1lllg run and three station or rive milt:s, until it flowed into a swamp, Only in little oases where the water-holes Journey, not anticipating danger. The ll'llld 
ands, started oft on the sea.re~. . the tracks being very distinct the whol.e dis- were deep and the ground shelteroo from the 1 from the north is no mor~ than_ sultry to the 
The ~·st ~nd the ~ost difficult thmg to ta.nee. , hot, withcrin~rays of the sun, was therealittlc J senses, but gradually nses m force _and 
complish ill followillg up a track 18 _the After a time one of the mans. boots wiis grass preservmg something of its native ver- volume. Then~ later-~ut only a little 

etting upon it. Here several precwus found and further on the second one, shew- clure. On the :Melbourne side of the country, later-;the hot, fiery, blazmg blast appears, 
ours were lost. The way a tr,~ck is found ing that he could no longer bear them on ~;s a.s far a.s the Deep Creek and the :Mount Mace- charged with some element never before felt. 
somewh~t as follows: I)J.c bfacks feet. Next was discove1ed the necli.erchid don ranges, to the Bhick Forest and to the It is now the s_mell of ~moke ?Omes strong 

escribed circles round the homestead_ from he was known to have worn when ht: left the country many miles beyond, and on either upon the nostrils, and m a brief space the 
hich a man ~s 1!iissing. lf the track 18 not station. And here evening clooed upon hand dense volumes of smoke ascendccl, whole bush is in universal conflagration. 
·scovered. w1thm the a.r~a of ?11e circ~e, a another day, and night found the pa1ty worn which indicatecl to those at a distance the Arna.zed and terrified, the solitary bushman 
rger one is m'.lde, and tlrn; f~iling, still ~ with fatigue and almost dead beat with forerunner of a dire calamity. The 11orth finds hi1JJSelf face to face with destruction, 
rgor, and _agam a. larger, until the trackero blistered feet and scorched faces. wiud set strongly in early in the morning, ltnd this, too, in the most awful form that 
ave sa.t1sfi~cl thell?'seh·es. they have co:1'.lle The next morning, but not for two full and by eleven o'clock in the forenoon it had death can come. Those who on this day 
pon the right trail Th~s :i-t last havmg hours after sunrise, another start was ma.ae, I increasoo to a gale, with the force of a were caught in the jaws of the flaming tem­
een accomplished, _the puromt comme~cetl. when a desert country had to be folio" .,d, t.yphoon. In the streets of Melbourne the pest, were "witheroo up like a sc:::oll-in 
twas, as 1 have said, high m1dsn_mme1' fol. where small stones and huge bould rs com- heat was intense; and the atmosphere the twinkling of an eye-in the sound of a 
o~mg on a. protrac.ted drought; mdeetl, no mingled. The eoil was cak~ rnth . a hot oppressive. Men and women, the veins over trump." 
aw ha.ti f~ilen for five long months, and, the sun following upon heavy rams; still the their i·espiratary organs swollen almost to The only escape was to gallop, if possible, 
rotmcl bemg dry and ~a:rched, the track was blacks, not for three minutes toge_tD..·r, 1::\"er htu'Sting, breathed with difficulty, cansed by out of the line of the fire, or take shelter in 
ifficult to follow. Tnere were constant lost the track; and here, b? i" remem- a pressw·e upon the chest quite indeecrib- water. Many that day Ii.ad a. hard race for 
h~ks a~d frequent return~ to ~eep ~he bered, the los~ stockman wa~ without boots, able, and which few had cxpcrienyed before. their lives, and the intense heat acted upon 
ail, but it wa~ always found agam. 'Ihe and was of his v?ry ~ecess1ty, and 01 h1a Huge dark clouds, in thick, dense folds, rolled their frames so severely as to ca.use the 
rty had provided themselYes with flour, great anguish picking h1a way t&nde~·ly. 'Io up over the city, to be swept away by the force feeling of being parched np, while at 
t beef, sugar, tea, tobac~o, rugs, and H tlie white man not the slightest sign of a of the blast. The fires which blazed in the the same time they were choked with an 

· der boxes; for a bushman m those. ~ays track was visible. . surrounding co\llltry were doubtless the overpowering thirst-which. even water, 
ever trusted to matches. The provisions Anc,ther sun went down to nm its course cause of the suffocating sensation. It was were it was proctirable, did not quench. 
ere pa.ckecl on :i- small, hardy stock mler's and rise again! to' allow the weary search to felt to be hardly possible to move out of ,, Towards night the wind chopped ro~d ~ 
orse. Ou _the tirst day the search was con- be continued ma country where therr: was doors, unless for some yery urgent purpose. the south, when the thermometer fell within 
· ued until sunset, and the pa;ty cam~ed every symptom th.at water would ail 1u _the The streets were nearly deserted, and those the short space of one hour fully f?rty 

tµ daylight the next morn~i;- . With search for it, which meant death or~ nu- who were compelled to make the efiort to degrees. But th~ wh<;>le of ~hat Ion~ mght 
e1r tomahawks the blacks stnppcd sheets mediate return. All that da..y the track ~a& traverse them kept close. to the walls, and the heav~ns were illummed ~th th~ mru;iy, 

f bark f:om the-S1:1m trees, ancl cut down 1 followed up, when, towards mgh~, the banen walked a.long -i1ith their faces muffled. many miles of bush fires, still ragmg like 
me sa.I?lings. 'Vi th these a gunyah, or country led to a large lagoon w~1ch ~warmed I r 0 man, howe\'er bold, appcare~ abl_e uu~ a. destroying angel. _ 

reak wmd, was formed, at th~_opeIDDg of with wild swans a.nc\ ducks. 'lhe party sue- .to face the furious and .sn.tfoca.tmg s1- 'Ihe day dawned upon the mornmg of tlie 
hich a _fir~ was li~hted ~or boiling ~a.~r, ceedecl in shooting a.Ld. recovenug a number rocco. By noon the inhabitants, for the j 7~h to witnes~ d~trt~ction indes}rihable. 
cl _to aid m keepmg off the mosqmto. · by swimming and brmgmg them ashore. The greater number, had shut t~ernselves The most fertile districts were consum~; 
unng the mg!1t huge blackclouds ascended aupply was doubly '-"elcome: for not O!lly up , in their various dwellings, to flocks and herds, abandoned by ~hose m 
ove the horizon, and coyered the heavens was the salt beef runmug &hort but the thu·st get beyoml the influence of the over- charge of them, who fled for dear life, were 
ith a t~ck cur_ta~; ram so?n followed, it created produced terror m the eatrng of 1 · powering blaot. There they _remained scatte!ed . or destroyed_ ; the inhabitant~ of 
comparued by ;v1v;~ ~ashes of lightning and . The blacks had now pa~sed. through confined until night, listenmg ill terror the clIStricts over ~h1ch the conflagration 
ashing thu~cler. Ihis hel[>ed t~ make the the country of one hostile t~l.Je, and to every gust of the superheated and smoke- extended suddenly found the1JJSelves de~ti­
ack more difficult. But ~he b!acks ~ere but were entering upon an~ther-a tnbe powc!· !:Iden gale. Had any port10n of J\lelbourne tute, and great was the_ a.mount ~f suffenug 
ttle put out, for they, with slight difl!.cu~ty, ful ferocious, and \Ya.rhke. They w1:re afraid irrnitoo the whole of the city must have been to be endured by the rumed colorusts. 

k up the footprints, or such other mdi_ca- to ' proceec~, although but a little pr~- r~Lluce~l to ashes. No effort, howe\'er sti·ong, • I ~e!e pro_Pese giving an instance of t~e 
ons as w~re to be observed, and ~ollcwrng vious, by signs, the two blacks had ~ac1e I could have preventetl the coulia.gration fr~ru ca.lamitie_s which beset that iat:li. day. It 1s 
em pers~tently, travellin_g so:1'.llet1mes tw~ it understood _they wero but one day from becoming genera~ _and exteniling to al!- it.> extra.ctect from the Port ~ltillip Garette of 
cl_ sometimes three or more miles a.n ~0~1 the lost stocknder, .who w_:as now tra-vellin"" ,1uart.,rs. The c1tize~ were_ prondentially 11th ,February, ~851 : "An mquest was held 

ntil noon, when a. halt wa~ called for re- slowly and unsteadily. 'Ihe shrewdest of I preserved from so terrible a. disaster. lu the on Saturday mght la.st, at the Travellers' 
ere is esluncnt and temporary rest. The ~oot of the four white men fancied tho black country the scene cannot be pourtrayeL~. Rest, Collingwood, on six bodies consumed by 
·ng to an had probably never tro_dc the region the trackei·& intend~d to forsake the party aud There, throughout the districts, the hurn- fire, on t~e 6th instant, at the Plenty. These 
,leaves arty were now traversmg. licre the make back agam. lntnnatmg th13 to ht.! ca.ne had set in early, and bu~h fires swept were Brulget, John, James, Joseph, Mary 
mental I ossum, the native cat, the kangar?o, a.ud mates they agreed to depnve th"! of tht1r across the lancl with the speed of the ra.?e- .Ann, and vVm. McLellan. The conveyance 
all his I e wild dingo heltl their _reign undisputed. tomahawks, with which they had b.'"en sur horse in full career, crossu1g roads aml w1qe containing the bodies clid not an-iveuI?-til some 
match ver and again the nativo trackors gave p;icd, a.ud to tie both together_bythc_ wn:,k. streams, n~ming up mountain sides, and ~ime _after it wa.s exvected! and when at last 

ing hi8 1 rth a shrill cooey, but there was no res- This they !!Ucceeded m doll_lg with but dcsccntlin rr m ravillcs, gullies, and steep _<le- it entered the yard of the mn, a.n~ the cover-
co•use · nsc. At about half-past three. m the little trouble, for . tho nnttve Auet~·a. cli>itics, de~troying men, women, and child- in~were removed, a ~oreha.rrowmgspec+.acle : • 
sc abo- j ternoon of the second day the tia.ity came liau, with the except1?n of _a few bdongm;; reu, cattle uml sheep, crops, fences, h?me-1 ca scarcely ~e conceived t~ was then p~e- 1 .._ 

udrous a. spot where ~he_ blacks e~pressed by to one or two tnbes is a ~horou,,h steads, orchards, ,;neyar_<ls, small holdi?~s, sented to Y1ew. The bodi~s . wer~ qmte 
undis- sture th:i.t the nussmg stock rider had sat coward in the presence of a wh1 o man. autl in fact t:verythmv which faced them. Ihe charred, antl the features undistmguishable; 

owever own, an~ in confirmation they pointed to a I The two blacks were made to uuJeri,tand tlames S['rciitl c~·cry"iiere, ca1·eering along tl~e those of two of the children were dread-
ay be. ne which. ~ad evidently been removed that if they did not follo'Y up the t1ackthcy dried herbage on the surface, speedmg m fully mutilated: The ber~aved father ~ho 

ing an om ita or1gmal p~ac~. :1fere the b.laeks \ would be sh?t. Upon this threat t~ey made their way up large forest trees, ~d wanton- ha.cl .be ~ preVIo°\1-sly brought to _the mn, 
his way eld up two fingers, indiea.t1ng th&t two da.ya signs that_ it . was lost. ~he w_h1tes were in;.: in the very excess ~f devastation. appeared to be m a very pr_ecarious s~te 
·ght in- ad elapsed since a man had b~ ·n thel'c. firm, and ms1sted. on then· takiug up tho \\'hen the tlames first. appeared,. many ~~om mental _as well as ~y su~ermg. 
tion of 'hrce hourn later a spot was rcacl.w.l w11L' ~ trail; ancl after a tune they wci·e once more hra\'e wen .ittempted_ to impede their r~·o- Ihe corone_r, m accordance with ~he dictates 
may be ho missiug man had hin down. · He bud in pursuit. . gn:sR 11ml M'ert the rum of their hopes. lhe of :tinman1t~·-, did not _shock his_ wounded 

rat is to een smoking, and had broken his pipA ;, for lt was towards midmght of tlie s me d11y green bou;,ihs of trees were cut down_ to bo feclm~s by ai;y questions relat1v_e ~o the 
food ;- pu:cc of tho stem was lymg 1'art1.11ly that the man on watch was starLl~cl "~th cm ploye1l Lo S\\ eep ou? the long line of c~lam1tous event, but prdered his llllille-
foe by a vcretl by withered h. orbage. 'fh., coufi- that peculiar sound of the b~ack, "Inch with Jh\me which was consummg the grass. But di~~e remova~ to the hosl?1tal. 

1 
o be Gb- lence of the trackers was now fullf restor~d, them has the same meanillg as. our word all such at&mpts ~vere useless, for the lhe first w;it ess exa.mmed was a shepherd 

ncl they quickened their moveme1 ts. 11.;- "bush," when wo command silence and lfr9 strctchecl out its thousand tongue~, ,named .Alexander Niller, who sta.tecl tha.~ 


