
', and. brine- up the nexT case.· {Turns and mother, by whom it was not somany M th" --0-t h-- r t ned u !ragged and sun-burnt .. Ile wears an old . "' h I f ld d . b =Y irs as now e ur pon me . . h smokes up the chimney once more.) mont sago was o e m an em race . . th . th t b cabbage-tree hat from out of whic his 
This was the sort of justice meted out at never again to be renewed. I am thinking mo:e agomzi~ f fan ev': 't t~ 0 ace~, hair protrudes i~ bristles. His moleskin 

t . I k f of the oirl who had promised to be my, which gave re te or a s 0
; . igme, 0~[y trousers are tied at the ankles with a strip 

the ime spea o · 'f "" •t d b 
1 
no\V a"'grava es my suuerm a. ,. y Q 

Then the newspaper Press, little by wi e; who would patiently wai , an e ~ d and rou h . m li s are ' of bullock hide. When he speaks to his 1 

little, and bit by bit, suffning much and faithful to her promise until I was able to tonp;ue 18 th ry. d gk'. y t a ith I betters he don't say " sir," and when be I 
lf f G send for or return across seas to fetch her. glued toge erl, adn ~yh 8d~nt coale t ,w t asks for a thi'11g he don't say "please." , 

! suffering lonJ<, released itse rom overn- I lki b "ld' tl . th sweat congea e wio tr . rv o Q b . 
ment and official thrall, and made its am wa. nfl on, u1 mg cas es m e th ho e that some stock·rider f Dick or Joe, as the case may e, is 

!I voice heard, when all these violations air, makmg it come to pass that remote cooey, in. e p ttl l'tt 1 asked whether he can shew you 
"b'lit" b b'lit" d out huntmg up ca e, or some sp 1 ers . . against right and J·ustice and personal poss1 i ies were near pro a i ies, an bull k d . d t ·' to the Yallingong Statton, or aga.m b bT . . . I · and fencers, or oc - river camps ou j • 1 liberty were rolled back, as dense clouds pro a i ities, .certamties. am m a , 'll h r me but m ton ue cleaves to whatever station it ·may be by 

of smoke recede before a strong wind. pleasant revene. Presently I stop to fill , WI ea f ' ih ~ 1 f th name Dick says he wn.s never there, and 
I h · 11 · t dr tt \ and light my pipe, when, suddenly, I dis- the roofd 0 I mf Y mou Ian glives or t I asks: "Doesn't 1·t l ~.y over towards sun-may ere m a propne Y aw a en- t . t d . h 

1 
. no soun . orce my c ammy ps apar , . -

. tion to a practice common at the time \ cover o my ms ant an overw e mmg k t lf d fi d I nl rise round the gap and to the left of the 
among some of the squatters. Between dread, that the sun instead of being at and s~ea . 0 mys: ' an i:t a~ oi ~ l lag~on 1" He is told it does. Then that 
their sheep-stations and town they would my back, is in full glare at my right. I speakmg .mhta t oari se wd sper.f 

8 
tnl \boy for a sn•n.11 reward, says he'll bit on it.

1 ff t k 1 I · f t 1 t · down as mg se s n, an pray erven y , • . 
establish a public-house, into which they am o my rac • . am, m ac , os m H . it lnfl It dn d .And you go wlth him, and he does hit on 
would place some married man and the bush I A dizziness se~zes me. I that eaven, in s n 9 goo 9118 

an it. He.appears to look at nothing as he 1 

woHJ.an to manage. When a man's time s~agger forward to a huge piece of dead mercy, will send me relief. I folded my! goes along. He turns to the right for no ' 
ofservice was up, an ord6.f, sigued by the timber, and seat myself, where I try to rug under and over me, and sink into a apparent reason. H e goes clean through 1 

squlj.tter, was given upon the landlord of co'.lec~ my scattered thoughts. I am profound sleep. When I awake it is the swamp, !lending the water up in spray, j 
the public-house. Upon the order being thmkmg how long ago it was that I got broad daylight. The herbage and ground which he s~ys is not anywhere more than 
presented for payment, the laud- off the track, but my memory fails to serve are saturated with a heavy dew, which has two feet deep at that time of tbe year. He 
lord would admit that it was all right, 

1 
me. I know that I must have travelled at fallen during the night, my rug is almost does not go round the hill, but right up it. 

but. would say that he had no money in I least ten or twelve miles, but whether it as wet as if it had been dipped When he gets at the top he takes a look 
the house. He would be going to town in was three or six miles back that I had got in a water-hole. I am refreshed ·round for a few seconds, and thE:n goes 
a couple of days, when he should get the astray I could not tell. My throat is and my great thirst has left me. But I am down the other side in a somewhat slant. 
money from his aii;ents. The proba· Parched with thir~t and there is no sign of still in the wilderness, without guide, or ing direction. In three hours he has 
bility was that the landlady would water near at hand. I brea.k off a piece of compass, or experience to direct me. I sit guided you over ten miles of rough bush 
come forward and ask the man to have damper and try to masticate, but the bush up, and make a.n effort to give consistency country. He has done his work and you 
something to drink, informing him that bread is as dry as ashes in my mouth. I 1· to my thoughts. I know thatiflhad been h.!.ve p:.Ud him-I hope something over 
he should have comfortable -i.uarters until cannot swallow so much as a crumb of it. on a cattle track I am not likely to be very what you bargained for. You ask, is he 

I her husband returned. The result of all Then I rouse myself, and thinking that · far from the station of a stock-owner. I going back then, and.he answers "Not to-
this was that the man, who had not had by once more keepiu,11; my back to the sun can see at a distance, through the timber, day." Ile walks into the men's hut; asks 
any drink in him for twelve months, was I may again strike the track, 1 make the a hill some three or four hundred feet high· for a pa.nnikin of tea. and something to 
within three or four hours in a state of resolve and push my way on for two hours, I make for this, and commence an ascent, eat. He readily and at once gets what he 
senseless intoxication. He would remain by which time the sun is nearly overhead. · when I am gladdened beyond all measure asks for. Then he says he is going to 
in the place a week, treatiug every loafer Then, as it descends in the direction of its of expression to see a pair of bullocks shake himself down till next morning. He 
that came along the road. Then, one setting, I know that I ought to have the yokeu together, feeding at a short coils away in a corner and sleeps-0, my 
morning, the landlord would present his sun to my face; still not quite to my face, \ distance to the left of the rise. Then I gentle valetudinarian, don't you wish you 
victim with a bill, showing that he had but a little to the right or left of it. And l feel a relief that only those placed like could sleep like him i 
spent more than the amount of his order. here, not being a bushman, I am uncertain myself can feel. I cooey at the top of my This boy, when he comes to be a man, is 1 

A oottle of rum, by way of consolation• 'which it should be. The agony I suffer voice, and the cooey is answered. I turn picked as one tor a hazardous exploring ex. I 
was given him to carry off; He would from thirst is so intense that the feeling in the direction, and .find a bullock-driver pedltion or to find new country tor a sheep 
perhaps be told that he could choose a pair nd the terror I am beset with causes me camping under his dray. l am safe, or ca.ttle run. He will go tor water ftve 
of boots out of the store, and pay when he to feel that I am on the brink of losing my ~and only three miles from the out-station! .1 · · a direct Un; in a country he has\ 
earned more wages, but he would have to senses. I have read and heard of the I had left the morning before. Now, it mi es~ en over before while another man, 

· 1eave that day. And so from week to awful sufferings of men lost in the bush, will be seen that I know something of the· n~~~r : his e~perie~ce and instinct, 
i week in like miserable plight, would many and these horrors press up so that I fall sufferings and terror experienced in w 1~uperish of thirst within two hundred 
.

1 

men arrive and depart in the same way,- into a cold shiver, while large drops of bein11: lost in the bush, only for no longer a ;or~s of a creek 
some to return to their late employer sweat roll down from my forehead on to time than 24 hours. Ten years ago I was al have known. of IllaDY children, some 
under.~ new enga11;e~ent, and some to die 1my face, falling upon. my ~hirt. Now it is lost in the bueh between the Pelorus little beyond infancy, lost in the bush. 

I of delmum tremens m the fa~tness of a that I ~eel my feet blistermg and my body Sound and Picton, during the ttme of the And this is what has struck me as passing 
i dense bush country, where their carcases becommg exhausted. Every five or ten rush to the Waka.marina goldflelds, in the strange both as to what ha's come under 1 

j would be f~und, the ftesh eaten off the n_iinutes I seek r~st on a piec~ of dead province of Marlborough, but I was in my ow~ observation, and what I have read 
, bones by wild dogs, and an empty rum J tii:uber~ of wh~ch . there is much comp1my with four others, two ?f them in newspaper reports. Children straying 
bottle alongside of the skeleton. jlymg m every direction; for the part • experienced bushmen; and although I in the bush will live without food, and ' 

B SNYDER ( · of the ~ountry I. am in has evidently at I suffered the loss of my blankets and my will hold life in them more days than men 
Y __ • l j some time previous b~en subjected to a clothes, which '!Vere torn in shreds, and strong of body and robust of constitution. 

No XX bushfire. Theground1sbareofallgrass, myboots,whichwerecut to pieces, I did ThereaRon Itakeittobe is this; children 
· __ · and so dry and parched that it crackles I not experience any of that terror which are not str~ck with the s~me terror, when 

. LOST IN THE BUSH. under my feet. Victorians who have affected me on the occasion I have told of .. tht'>y find themselveR lost as men are. They, 
The terror which clings to these words travelled across the Western plains till In those d~ys many men pe~ished miser- I in their happy ignorance', are not conscious 

· can only be known ~o those who have ex- they hav~ reacl.ed the Wardy Talloch : ably by losmg themselves m the bu~h. of their danger. It is the horror .which 
pe ienced the feeling. It is one which is country will be able to understand what Some were never heard of or seen agam. seizes upon a man that prostrates him, de­
ut~erly indescribable. that district wa:s ~ike, be~ore it became I Sometimes t?e body would be found with prlves him of his reason, and renders him 

A man towards sunset has reached some I settle~ up?n as it 1s at this present day. clothes torn ~ shreds, and ~he flesh eaten unfit to think his way out of his danger. 
out-station in a rough, hilly, and heavily- My thirst is more than I can bear, when a away by the dmgo or the wild cat. Some Another noticeable fact with children lost 
~imbered country. He is on his way to sudden th?ught flashes across me. Tak.inp: had written short but intelligible accounts in the bush :-In almost every instance, ~ 
-some homestead where he has engaged to a fig of t"."ist tobacco from m~ P?cket, I how they had become lost; how all hope whether dead or alive, they have succeeded 
~erve. It is some fifty or sixty miles cut a piece, and thrusting it ~nto my 1had left them, or how they had laid down in reaching water. Men found dead in 
t1istant, and he is travelling on foot with mouth I c?mmence to chew it: The j for the last time to die. One body so found wildernesses, or wandering deprived of 
bis rug strapped at h\s back. He is hospit- effect for a ti~e causes a great relief. It had, before life had fled, cut on the bark their reason, are always far away from 

1 ably received. The" billy" is ewung over ' produ~es saliva, and fo~ another hour! of a white gum tree these words, "Oh, that element which would have preserved 
J 1 the fire, and he is refreshe<l with tea and I c?ntmued_ on comparativ~ly refr~shed. I God! have mercy upon me." Who shall so much longer their lives and assuaged 
s ' baked mutton and damper. The pipe and It is, J;~uppose, about 4 o clock rn the! pronounce the depth and agony of that their sufferings. I have a~ked this ques-
~ 1 the talk follow. Then unfolding his 1 af~~\'noon, when, to my unutterable joy,. I dying man's feeling~ when, with his clasp tion many a time, and never got a sati~-
1 l blanket he throws himself down upon come upon a track, ver~ narrow, but stt11

1 
knife he was carnng that short prayer factory answer. Is it instinct, or what .is 

1 some dried sheepskins, and rolling himself ·so well marked that it cannot well be I upon the tree, near the foot of which he it 1 But certain it is that a. lost child m 
I Jn his rug, tired with his day's marcb, he missed. Now again trouble and anxiety : fell prostrate and died. the bush is always, or nearly always, found 

-1 18 soon in the land of dreams. He is beset me, for ! do not. know whether I ; The power among white men to find I where water is within reach of it. 

a 
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awakened at bre:ik of day by the bird should follow it to the ~ight or to the left, l their way through unkno'Nll bush country, 
known as the shepherd's clock. It is the ; for I have com~ acros~ it at a ~ead rig?t 

1 
amounts in some instances to a posi~ve 

laughing jackass common to Australia. , angle. There is nothmg to guide me m Instinct. There are others again who I 
Then he rises', folds his blankets, making a choice, so I take the left, and I have lived mauy years in the bush who · [BY "SNYDER. '"] 
washes in the creek or water-hole at hand, I hasten along a.o fast as my weary limbs ' would never find their way out from one NATIVE BUSH TRACKER~. 
and having breakfasted he asks to and scorched, blistered, and now bleeding (,station to another without there is a track I HA VE given my own experiences of the 
be directed to the next station on I feet will let me. The track is a very 

1

. I to guide or a creek to fo low up. I have terrible feelings experienced when lost for 
the line of his travel, where he devious one, which I cannot account for

1 
, seen this instinct strong in lads not more only one twenty-kur hours !n the Australian 

will be able to obtain quarters for the because that made by bushmen generally . , than ten or twelve years of age. , b~sh. Bu~ these a.re nothmg. as compared 

nl ht The shepherd or the hut-keeper, runa on in a straight line, unless some I y . 1 • to t t tt , h _ with the mexpressiblc suffermgs of ~hose 
g . , . bs . h h "ll ou wisu ge o some aqua. er s ome who have been lost many days and lllghts 

or stock-rider, just as it may happen, 0 truc~ion, sue as a i. or ~ swamp stead. You know it lies in a certain direc. 'th r in th t A t a.Ii lai · th 
· t t k I th - d come!! m the way. Nothmg will tempt . . ei e e vas us r an p ns or m e pomts o a rac - or ere are no roa s- It tion, and that bykeepmg steadily on north fastnesses of forest ranges where there is 

when he is told to keep along it until_ it me to leav~ th~ tr~ck, even to look around t or north-east, or whatever direction of the nothing to guide the lost 'man, nothing to 
branches off into two tr.acks, of which me for the mdications of a hut or a creek, I compass it may be in, that you cannot well j' s~stain life, and where !lll hope failing,leaves 
he has to take the right-hand one, or a flock of aheep in char~e of a shepherd. miss your way. You kn ow this, and you him a. prey to despa.11· and such mental 
always bearing in mind that he cannot go I keep my course laborioualy, painfully venture on by yourself· but before you have I agony as no words can paint. \Vi th all his 
wrong ;::o long as he keeps the sun at his dragging one foot after the oth~r, until I gone two or three mile; you .find that on de- superior intellig.ence, th~ ~faor~ is no. matc.h / 
back. I am relat'ng what happened to the sun has sunk ~o that ~ can JUSt s~e scending and ascendirg one rough gully, fOI' the. A\1stralian 3:borigi.nal ru .findmg h1~ 
.myself at a time now nearly thirty years between the trees ~n th.e distance that 1n and going round a hill 01, clearing yourself way either m a direct or devious co1use ' 
gone by, when I was a young man in full half an hour more it _will have set. Now . of a piece of swamp, that you are all astray, t~:ouf an. unexplored cou~try. These abo· i 
health slim and lithe of limb, well then anot?erterror seizes upon me; a terror I and that your compass is worse than useless. r~~na aie p~ssessed wit~ a ~vouclro?s 

' ' ofanewkmd;formyhopeshavebeenraised (It ld h d ll hh d gift for followmg up a trail, quite unclis· 
stocked with animal spirits. I have lit that so long as I keep on the track it will • wou ave serve you we 

1
eniougb ta 1 tinguisbable to a white man, however 

. h . yon merely to cros!!I an open P a n u to naturally shrewd and ob t h b my pipe, and have bidden good-da.y to t e lead to where I shall find either man or . . ' . . servan e may e. 
t t

. h d h . d m h bit t• ·t h .1 b b th one who has had no expenence m the use The Victorian savage when traversing an 
out-s a ion an s; ave~arrie away so I a a ion, or 1 ?1ay appi Y e . ? · of such an instrument in the wild bush, it unknown countr will always find his way 
cold meat and a large slice of ~a?'1per.. I Th~ sun has done ii s work, and twilight merely misleads and confuses. So, seeing to water, and witl know by such slight in· 
am safe on th.e track, and ~h.e r~smg mid- begu~s to fade into the .darker shades of that you are likely to lose your way, you dications as will escape the observation of 
~ummer sun is already strikmg i~s scorch- evenmg, when, more misery, I c~me upon turn back to where you started. It may the white man where an oppo~imm may bo 
mg rays on my back. I am walkmp: along the exact spot where I had first d1Scovered b b h publicrhouse or a home station fotmd, or the wallaby, or the native rat is to 

c at a ste~dy pace, thinking of many things ~he track: I have bee.n making an . .;0~ h~~e explained your difficulty. Ther~ be unearLbed. These serve h~ for food;­
c -thinking of home, and father and irregular circle. I have mistaken a cattle i a er for Dick or Joe or young Blll raw, ~here the woo~ f?r o~ta=g ffre by a 

track which leads to nowhere, for a bush s Y b ' : H ' peculiar mode of friction is not to be ttb-
track, lea.dinll' tn .some homestead.. I when a oy comes runmng up. e -
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