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tbeballks lntlic1r urn gotinto the hanUS I 
of the Colonial Go\'ernment, which was lof individuaT.« or of the colony generally, llI'll be toyoii till you die~-it I haven't thelf Coming from Tasmania, 'Ile was ap- t 

then seated at S~dney.. T?e local Go~ern_ could be ~eatly in~eased by any ot~er lUCk to di~ fir~t." Then the enquiry was r,pointed chief over the town and district 
1 

ment. ';as at this per10d m the habit of ~leans than by patient and persevermg ~ m~de, which fifth man would allow the ap-1; of Geelong, and probably a greater ruffian I 
depos1tmg large amounts th:it accrued industry and economy. Every shilling ~plicant for the gallows to take his place 7 in his way never existed. He had in his 
from the la~ds sal~s in the several banks that conld be raised by any means what- f ffiut, so eager were these for a short re- '· earlier days been a prize-fighter. Coupled 
of ~~e colomes (which then included Port ever, whether by loan from private partie!I, I_ spite from their utter misery, by the op- with a huge frame, he possessed immense 

I Plnh~ a~d New South Wales) and from the ba~ks, or from public companies, portunity offered for making the voyage, strength, which was only equalled by his 
I cbargmg mterest on these deposits at the was spent ID purchasing land from the that no one, although at the salvation of ferocity. 
I ~~te Qf four p~r cent; but t~e Governor, Gov:ern~ent. T!1is money did not ret.urn hi~ life, w?uld conse11;t. "Thin, captain," Men in those days would come down 
::;1r George G1pps, speculatmp; on the, aga1D ID public works of any krnd, r said the big follow, "if you don't send me from the interior with a full year's wages 
soundness and permanence of the but. was wastefully expended in ex· [now, I shall not be long before I am 'lent, in their pockets, amounting to sums vary_ 
wonderful prosperity which the two great;. tr~vagant salaries, and aa ~.he receipts 

1 
::ts I will murder th? first man. I lave the , ing from £40 to £60, when, if they were 

µ,astoral centres were exhibitin,si:, and frittered through one offi'cml hand to chance, and that will be you, if I can do found in the streets or even in the inside 
desirous of securing the largest pos'!ible'. another became less and less at each 

1 
it." Captain Fyans told me that he knew of a hotel or public-house room, un. 

~bare of that pi;osperity for the State, transfer. 
1
the ruffian ~cant all he threatened, and accompanied by any known resident, they 

!DBisted upo~ ha~rng seven and a-half per (To be continued.) 1so granted his request. The man was in- were hurried away to the lock-up, and the 
cent as t~e 1Dterest on the Govern.ment BY 8NYDER. « jcluded; and went to his death, dancing ! next morninp; would be charged with re-
balances m the Bank ; and then, as these from his cell to the foot of the gallows. 1 sisting the police, when without any de. 
establishments were working against each No. XIX. Can we, living in these days, picture I fence being admitted, these unfortunate 
other, llis mandn.te had to be obeyed, under such things to our imagination 1 But , fellows would be sentenced to a three or 
the penalty of a withdrawal of the Govern- COLONIAL DAYS IN TIIE TOWNS BEFORE THE they were true nevertheless. A few more I six months' term of imprisonment. · But 
men~ funds from the r<.>fract.pry establish. INFLUENCE OF THE NEWSPAPER PRESS words about this island hell, and then I 

1
not one of them ever got back so much as • 

ment. . • l WAS FELT. will show what connection it has with a shilling of the money taken from them I 
· Now, to enable them to pi.y this high, 

11 
"tt f th t emendous power my reminiscences. "Usually," says Mr . when searched in the lock-up. , 

interest and to make. pro!lt.s that vfou!d I lo.Ve wri 0 11; 0
1
d deb rf e the inoll.uence iBonwick, in his book of" Curious Facts of < I may state that the watch-house-keeper, 

allow of favouraQJ.e _di viden<f,i, the ban.k;s) the squatters wie ; . e::: all to make it- Old Colonist Days," " prayers were read I whose weekly pay was eighteen sltillings, ; 
had to lncre&se their ratos oldi1>count, aud of the newspaper t res~ . g y were the once a Sunday at the chief prison. The in two years purchased landed and ~ 

to take security for their advances and self felt. h!3uht grea afn mtahni"spaoswer they convicts were drawn up, and one of the freehold property to the value of two 
1 

abusesw ic sprang rom ' · fil b ht f th b k d ,,_ Th' ' d t 
cash credits. h 11 d b th tyranny o cers roup; or a prayer- oo • an thousand pounw:o. is man s u y was l 

were more t an equa e Y 6 h t t· I' - · h ht th Extraordinary facilities had t-0 be given _ t 1. th •t• 1-n the ran over an ex or a 10n or a supp icat10n to search prisoners w en broug to e 
exercised by he ru mg au ori 168 h h Id · th Wh t "" t t k fr to the banks to bring custom upon l!DCh very muc as e wou issue e general lock-up. a euec s were a en om 

h" h rates as the were compeJled to towns. .order for the day. The known cruel and them were afterwards handed to the I 
~g 

6 
Ar for ys eculatlon set in not . As illus~rating the era of some seven ~r1brutal character of the reader certainly chief constable. How the booty was 

c n~r~r: conn~ land ;nd town allotm~nts \eig~t years before the discovery of-the V_ic- did not tend to hallow the s~ene. I have shared between thebe two I do not ~re-\ 
ob t h ry ttl d h . and th~ torian goldflelds, I shall narrate a few m- been told by one who had writhed beneath tend to say, but I know that after servmg 

1 
u m s eep, ca e, an orses' . . stances which I was witness of. In the ~.. . - as chief constable for some three or four 

roost u?bounded ex.travagance of living town of Geelong the Stipendiary Magis- l'ttle lash on the island many years ago, h b ame the ro rietor of a lar e 
as in mnnmerable mstances the natural II. t h d bee an old army captain in the that oaths and curses not unfrequently year~ e ec p p g I 

outcome of so artificial a state of things. 1 a1_e a v"cne u'rom India he went to fell from the lips of him who had only ho0te · I b ll h h d . t i th nt rn,n ser ' · .., - . _ _ ne man, remem er we , w o a 1 
Everybody bought land, w1thou n e Sydney, whPre be received an appointment ~ust officiated as a mm1ster of the Go8- been robbed by these two police officials i 

least Idea knowing to what profitable wJ- ich placed him in military command pel; and that the responses of the congre- . ht dd d -
account they would be able to turn it, ov~r the numerons gangs of desperate gation thus forcibly assembled were ofdsoi~e ~ig Y1 ° f~u~ ts t~n ~?ney : 
buying at enormous prices, with the most prisoners of the penal settlement of Nor- conveyed in srnothe1·ed blasphemiee, ~ ge a ~r:1at com pd a n °. ~ s t~pen= 
visionary prospects, and all the while folk Island one of the most beautiful gems Very few women resided in this pande- ia~h ~~g s ;a e, 0~~ fo/::~~~cg a f~r:e 
Jiving up to a scale of domestic expenditure which rise; ever verdant and lovely from demonium. Crimes of fearful magnitude m1on s 

1~prisonm ~be 0 · 

proportioned to the prospects they expected the bosom ~f the Pacific Ocean Why so and atrocity were developed in a soil so ? 1~rgt v~~h 01:1~ ~aw. h g-~- s: 
to realise. These mE>n i;ave their enchantina a spot hallowed by. so many favourable for the devil's work. Deeds lDJh~shices, an etsict ednrnb;;i; 

1
tn umandi ie 

· f d "' ' h" h nk h 1 - f th 1 - w ic were perpe ra e , u none are 
acceptances and promissory notes or ue pleasing associations should have been w 1c sn t e c ties o e P am were _ t t 

t to th b nk t d their I ' of c 'th every accom raise a pro es · paymen, e a s, or mor gap;e converted into an earthly hell, no one has oi;rimon occu~ence, wi _ - Then tte influence of the Press had not 
houses and lands to one or other of the ever been able to say. It was a caprice of panyrng brutahty. Violence reigned b f It , 
Loan and Trust Companies for sums far the Secretary of State for the Colonies. supreme. The cries and shrieks of a e~n e · . I b 11 h ' 
beyond their intrinsic value. For some years it was an island gaol criminal under the lash as the flesh hung rne 

0~-~0~· d rem_emd ~rt 'Y\~ w en~ I 
One Sydney house had Riirchased land for - doubly and trebly convicted in ribbons from his back, and his feet pho ic: ° Cl f ia run ~n e Th wi a s~: r 

in the Western district, about Geelong, felons men steeped and dyed in rested in a pool of blood, resounded . sthop heepderb or grocerie~. d e acc1°~? 
0 

and between Geelong and Melbourne, to ever;' l'illainy-whosc souls and bodie.i l through the island, while the coarse laugh I edse a e:n . P.;~sen e sr;ra ~m~, 
the extent of upwards of £100,000, which, were so deeply. polluted that no moral of thefiagellator proved how custom bred an tpayment"lctivhi Y hrequkes e · th ee. s 

£150 · d""'" t th "" - f th wen on un 1 e s op eeper, en m 
years aCter, was leased for per influence which could have been brought m iuerence o e suuermgs o o ers. b . t th t d th t 
.. 11num. to bear would probably have purified No gieater contrast could be seen than the ·ttthpoor c1rc~m!I ancets, tt~e~ e~e h ald 

The upshot of all this might have been them although be it understood neither awful wickedness of man in a region where 1b e acc~u~ :as n~ s~ e • es ou 
foreseen, and was experienced at length 'freli,,.i~us nor mo'ralsuasion were ei'.nployed nature had spread abroad her gentlest, T~ ~omp~:._1 ° ap: Y f or a sum:ons.il 
·in full force. There suddenly ceased to be l The';;e prisoners never heard the voice of sweetest charms. 1 da nt1gh t . shpteath. o my townbl b okw-

d d f t J d • e ge- a mg rec cons a es ro e 
a_ eman or own an s and country sec- , prayer or the exhortations of a minister When Judge Burton wa~ sent to Norfolk 0 en the shopkeeper's doors. One entered 
t10ns. The debts due to banks and other I .of the Gospel. The triangles and the lash sland to attend no less than one hundred p 
leading companies, as well as to prh"ate ! the bayonet, and the musket chains and and thirty cases of capital charges, he was I he room where he was in bed with his 
individuals, iell due ; and, as a dire neces- \ dark cells and starvation's were the utterly c:mfounded at the exhibition at , ife, pulled hi.m from out the bed-clothes, 
sity, _land and stock and other property of influences resorted to to keep crime in the trial which "revealed to the Court a nd in hL'l night-shirt carried him off to 
a.ll kmtls was forced upon a falling market •subjection. Such were the sufferings feature of depravity, it might be asserted, the watchhouse, where he was charged 
to meet them. these men were compelled to endure, that no human judge ever had revealed to him with being conl'erned in a robbery which 

There was a terrible panic, a.ml cold ruin it was quite a frequent occurence for one before." He calls the place" a cage full of liad been committed some weeks pre- I, 
t~re~ every man in the ~ace. Every des_ prisoner to murder another by the common unclean birds, full of crimes agai?st God ,viously, of which crime_ the police were 1 
ript10n of property declined as rapidly in consent of both, that one should be put and man-murders and blasphemies, a.nd , well aware he was as rnnocent as the 
nlue as far below the average of former out of existence, whi!A the other would all uncleanness." Captain Fyans, rom- Lieutenant-Governor himself. This trades-
ears as it had been raised unnaturally ho.ve the relief offered of a voyage to mauding the prisoners at Norfolk Island, , man was kept in gaol on remand for a 
hove it. There was universal bankruptcy. Sydney, where he would be tried, sen- lwas subsequently made Stipendiary 1!ortnight, under the pretext of enabling; 

d all this broup;ht about by the tcnced to death, and where he would go Magistrate at Geelong. He was a just the police to procure evidence which 
rrogance, daring, and robbery of the to the gallows singing songs of rejoicing. man according to his own ideas of things. would lead to his committal. No such 
arly settlers in their endeavours to Captain Fyans, for this was the name of He had lived long years among murdering evidence was broup;ht forward, and the 
onopolise such a magnificent country ihe officer in command over the prisoners, natives _in India; he had been for year.s ~radesma.n was discharged after suffering 
Port Phillip, and share it only among once told me that the warders and gaolers pl~ced m command over gangs of cri- infinite anxieties. 

hemselves. a.nd soldiers, wlio kept watch and guard mmals, the very worst that could be as- This stipendiary magistrate had a cus-
The full crash came. A flock of sheep 1over the crir;i:iinals, could never venture sembled in any one spot; and his idea o[ tom, when he entered the Court, ofa morn­
as actually sold at this time in satisfac· I near them until they had been ordered to punishment for any class of offences ing of removing his chair from the Bench, 

ion for a comparatively small debt at six- throw down their hammers and tools used against the law was the lash, the cold cell, and turning his back, would take it to the 
ence per head, while another tlock the 1for hard·labour work. To murder a the bayonet, and the musket. The law. front of the fireplace. Here he would 

property Qf a merchant, was purchas~d at warder by ~raining was a ~weet revenge fort~nately, ~id n?t perm~t .c~ptain Fya~s ~ight his pipe an~ puff the. smoke_ he 
one shilling and sixpence per head. to these nuserable, brutalised criminals. to i_ndulge ID his proclivities; but his mhaled up the chimney while hearmg 
The purchaser of this flock afterwards For a man to refuse to lay down his pick or pumshments were always very severe, the charges. He -would do it something 
realised £250 more than the amount Of his shovel when _ordered, meant a and the evidence brought forward t? sup after ~his manner. 
the purchase money, for the wool, leav- bulle~ sent thro?gh his skull. On another p~rt any charge was ne'l"er duly weighed. Magistrate (in a gruff tone): Who have 1 

ing the livinp; carcases to increase and occasion ?aptam Fyans tolcl me that a His sense of honour a.nd truth wo.s that of we here, Mr Carman 1 
multiply to the good of his bargain. gan~ of pr~soners h~d mutinied and struck i" an officer and a gentlem~n," an~ this is Chie~ Constable: .John Payne, your 

In a somewhat similar case cattle w?rk. after murderrng two of the guard. about all that can be so.id of him. He Worship, charged with being drunk and 
whic had been bought at six g~ineas a.' H1 lieutenant came and informed him of was of the Episcopalian Church, and ho.ted resisting the police. 
bead were sold at seven shillings and six: the outbreak, when _he ordered out twenty Dissent with all his heart and soul and Magistrate (puffing up the chimney, and 
pence, and horses, the produce of first-class rank ~nd file of soldiers, who, iu obedience stren!Sth. H e was one of_ those_ military then turning his head round): Looks a 
blood, that had cost from sixty to seventy to their orders, marched to the men's quar- mo._rtmets who never pennitted himself_ to I bad character, Mr Carman; let him go to 
pounds brought only seventeen and ter~ and shot down ten of the prisoners ! believe that any man could be charged with gaol for a month. 
eigbtee~ shillings. Jilusiness dwellings in bes~des bayoneting six others. The re~ ·1' an offence by those placed in authority and Chief Constable: But he was very des­
Metourne which had cost over a thousand mamder of the gang were driven into their at the same time be innocent. Associated perate, your Worship--fought very hard 
pou ds to build independent of the land cells and placed in heavy irons. On the 1 with him as a subordinate was the chief indeed. 
the were erect~ on sold for from £70 to day ihe men were ordered to stand in a constable, an old convict, who had ob- Magistrate: I dare say, Mr Carman ; am 
£90 Produce of ~JI kinds sold in ow, and eve;y filth one drawn, to be tained his liberty for capturing a bush. quite sure of it. Let him have two months' 
pro ortlon. The newspaper Press was t fterwards ~hipped for Sydney, w!:ere they ranger. The method by which the capture p;aol instead of one. (Turns to the chimney 
but Jin Its infancy, and very weak. ;vould be t:1e~ and ?xecuted. The captain was made was not considered in those and i;mtrs up more smoke.). _ 
One journal the GEELONG ADVERTISER ela~ed an. 1Dcident ID connection with this , days altogether honourable. He had Ch!C'i Constable (not satisfied with the 
ha<l the cou;age to speak, and state why mutm~ with ?rnrder, which, were it not ,. tracked_ the bu.sbranger _to his mia mia, sentence, wbicil he considers too lenient): 
such a panic had come to pass. It for all 1~s horrible surroundings, would al- and waited pat.1ently unti~ he fell asleep, I have every reason to believe the prisoner 
shewed the gross delusion Into which the ~ost raise a smile. A huge Irishmau, find- when the .convict shot hu:n through the ' bas absconded from his lawful service. 
whole community had fallen in suppoRing mg he was not a ft.fth man, and conse. back of his bead. Thro~vmg the body of andhe refuses iogive me any information. 
that the real and permanent wealth, either lquen tly would not have 8: trip to Sydney the ~us~anger across lus shouldei;s, he Mag~strate (turning his head away from 

to be followed ?Y a hani;i:mg, stepped for- carried it to the gun.rd-house, for which he the chimney in the direction of the Bench, 
ward,_ and makmg a salute, said, "Now, was afterwards rewarded by a remission while he holds a short pipe between his 

l
captam clear, let me be one of thlm. and of what term of sentence remained for I thumb and finger): Send that fellow to 
shure, if you don't, it's a. power of tr~uble him to serve out. gaol for three months. Take him away, 

I. 

; !!'.._ 
I 

I 


