
, less than fou1'Wen omes· s een -burnt o economy. - "Every shilling that could 1ie i:aiseil " h' I 

\ 

the ground, aud in every instance, with one ex- by any means whatever, whether by loan frm;j . vVhcn I CD:IDe np to lDl placed my hand 
' ception, they w~re the homest;~ds of men who J?rivate parties, from the banks, or from public lightly on his sh~ulder, and he turned and 

had bte1 notorious for exerc1S111g the powers companies, was spent in purchasing land froni faced me. 1 ~un t. know that I have ever 
1 given them under the }!asters and Servants Act. the Government. This money did not returij seen a face which telle~t~d snc.:h a deep a~d 

\· There is little doubt but wbat_some of t.h~ a1taiu in public works of any kind, bnt wa~ settled melanch~ly. '.Ih!s I afterwards dis-
,-- C , d tiie'.lttl:: were of the wor•t J " • - • - , covered was uat1 ve to his nature. Partly 
1 men emp O)e on wns : wastefully expended in extravagant salaries, an h t't t' l f. · f rt ' 

class;. old c.onvicts don ly-dyed_ and steeped m \as the recei ts frittered through one official hand per alls, cons I u IOU~' rom oi:~ lll1s o mie 
every r·lscahty But th se were iust the men who to h Pb 1 ,, 1 t h t f followIDg on another, but wluch, after all, 

' · f 'd f 11.not er ecame ess au-. ess a eac rans er. · f d yomi cofony the ·a.I the squatters were, as ;i rule, mo~t a ra1 o . m a ree an . g . · gene1 run 
These men, when they earned therr wages, re- - of me~ w~~ld thmk ht~le of. 
ceived them, or they would ha,-e madti the r~asou No. XVI, I saul, You have. JUSt left the office of I 
why very soon known. It was the unoffending [BY " SNYDER."] the paper I ~m on. You asked employment, 
classes who were fixed 11pon to be made the and there is none for you. Are you hard 
subject of oppression. THE WEST COAST FENIAN ALAitM. up?" . 

In those diiys what of the newspaper Press IT will have beeh o~erved that I do not In a still, gentle voice he ~aid, '.'Yes, I 
there was was so trammelled and confined to a carry forward my reminiscences in chrono. am hard up; but I want uothmg given me. 

' narrow n'llssion that it was powerless for good. logical order. I take them as they come to I want wor~, antl ~ don't c_ar~ what it is-
The time howeYer was not long before it be- wool dumpmg, slnngle eplittIDg, post and 
came au ;venging Nemesis. . ' me, or as I may be reminded of them by rail fixing-I don't ?are mu~~ whi~h." . 

It came heavy, 11.ud hot, and qmck upon them some pA.Ssing event or something I may h:i.ve " You a.re an ln~hman ! I ~aid, ;putt111g 
iu more than one way. The squatters, having chanced to hear. my words m the form of a question. 
the rule of the country and the monopoly of the In my last reminiscence I made allusion to " Yes, I am. 'Yhy do you ask ?" 
lands in their own hands, became possessed of what has been termed (inaccurately enough) "Because," I said, "~!though an Engli.sh-
large wealth. They lived extravagantly and man mysel_f, I have au Irishwoman for'." wife, 
speculated wildly. They got into the hands of the Fenian riots at Hokitika, on the ·west and she likes her co1~ntryIDe.1~. 'V1~ you 
the banks and the banks in their tum got into Coast of the 1.liddle Island. That the law come home :i,nd have d111ner with me? · 
the hand~ of the Colonial Government, which was defied and that there was much alarm at He pressc<l. me gently by t!.e hand, saying I 
was then seated at Sydney. The local Govern- the time there can be no doubt whatever. I hiicl said the thing so nicely he would notre
ment was at this period in the habit of depositing know that hundreds of persons were sworn fuse. Aud he came to my house, and sat clown, , 
l:1rge 11.mounts that accrued from the land sales in as special constables and furnished with I allll I called my wife aside into another room, 
in the several banks of the colonies (which then batons; that they were drilled, and kept j and told her what 1 knew, and that was 
included Port Philip and New South Wales) and watch and guard tur~ and turn about enough. It was easy to. see the seu~itive · 
charging interest on these deposits at the rate through the day and rugh~. I know that nature ?f the i;imu. Ii e d~hl•ed acceptmg a 
of fom per cent.; but the Governor, 8ir George vei·y many persons went about armed , fav~ur m the ~orm. of chantable help, or of 
Gipps speculating pn the soundness and perma- with loaded revolvers,• and that not havmg auythmg_ IU the way of sympathy 

I nance' of the wonderful prosperity which the a few hid away what they held to be/ llhewn toward• bim. 

a.gain to ~eelong,_ an~ received gooa pay
ment for his contnbut10ns. He stayed '11-ith 
me for a few days-the same melancholy 
low-voiced, gentle-maun_ered man .. He loved 
a child as a mother might love it, and by 
some iilstinct unknown to us-for we have 
seen the same thing ha:ppen before-a child 
always drew towards him and nestled against 
him to be fondled. He spent the most of his 
money in presents-absurd, ludicrous, in. 
comprehensible presents. He bought my 
suckling baby, but a few weeks born, a plum. 
cake which would have turned the scale at 
fourteen pounds. He purchased a box of car. 
penters' tools at auction,_ and s~nt thei:n home 
in a cart for a son JUSt nsmg eighteen 
months, and this was accompanied by a six. 
bladed penknife so stiff in. the joints as to 
require machinery to o:een it, By a series of 
curious coincidences he bought just what 
was of no manner of use or amusement to a 
child, and never bought what migh~ have 
been. .As a case in point, I may mention he 
bought a heavy double-barrelle<l. fiint-strik. 
ing gun for my eldest born, then not three 
yea.rs old. It was after remaining with me 
some ten days that on going to his room 
early one morning I found his bed vacant. 
He had gone I knew not whither, and 
twenty yea.rs elapsed before I beheld his face 
again. That was at Hokitika, ou the West 
Coast. 

How it was he came there,a.nd what fol
lowed, I shall have to relate. 

BY &NYDER. two great pastor:i-1 centres were exl'.ibiting, and val}lable, and which to them mone7 could) . But a. woman's ta.ct sel~om fails her, a.n_d 
desirous of secunug the largest possible share of not replace. I know that the proprietor ?f 1ll two or three hours this man was at his 
that prosperity for the State, insisted upon the leading morning journal slept with his ease. T~en he became frank and open and N XVI 
'having se en and a.-hili per cent. as the interest family in the Goverumeut buildings, guarded I commmuca.tive. !Je had not long been in the . 0 · ' 
on the Government balances in the bank ; and and watched over by men hired and paid for colony. He had lived for some three years in : THE FEi:<IAN i.LARM.-(Concluded.) 
then, as these establishments were working the service. Bat there was no riot nor was one of ~he P~lynesian Islands. He had joined More than a quarter of a century had 
against each other, his mandate _had to be there anything approaching an outbreak. !'whaling ship, and w:hen she touched at _the passed ovcrwithoutmyhearinganythingof 
obeyed, under the penalty of a withdrawal of As I was the unwitting author of what island h.e conc~led himself, and s~e sa.~led Manning. He had, in fact, quite dropped 
the ~overnment fm1ds from the refractory brought all this to pass, a:nd a~ I know all away without him .. And ~e remaIDed JU~t out of memory, when early one mornin~, 
establishment. . . . the surroundings of an a.ff~ w~ch filled ~he as long as he sa.id, until another ship towards the close of 1867, while sitting in 

Now, to eual.ile tp>'m to pay this high 111terest colonial journals at the time mth sensation dropped anch<?r, and sent a boat a.shore for my office, absorbed in the contents of the 
and to make profits that would allow of favor- articles ailll paraaraphs causing great anx- water ai;id fruit. The vessel was bound for d 
able divi~eucls, the banks had to i?crease the~r iety, I shall here° give all. that 1 know of a.s~arua., and he wa~ _allowed to take pas- morning journal, I glanced upwar s from 
rates of discount, and to take secunty for then· it when I think readers will learn for the sage m her upon coud1t10n that he helped to the sheet, when, standing full before me, 
advances and c:L~h credits. fi{·st time the right from the wrong, will work the ship, which at the 'time was very was John Manning, the man who so many 

Extraordinai·y facilities bad to be given to the have the subject placed before them stripped I short-handed through numerous desertions. year back had, by his humorous and comic 
banks to bring r'l~tom upon such high rates as and divested of all that has been so vague Other things he told which, however, delineations of character, convulsed the 
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they were compelled to charge. A rage for specu- and undefined. have little or no connection ·with what I may people with laughter; whose droll phrases I 
lation set in, not only in country laud and town It is now somewhere about twenty-six here relate. rich pleasantry, and curious insight int~ 
allotments, but in sheep, cattle, and b~r~es ; and yea.rs sone bythatl was a newspaper repor~r The wayfarer remained under the shelter the lighter side of human nature made 
!he.most unboun?ed extravagance of liv111g was on a. bi-weekly journal in Geelong, a. town ID of my roof, and partook of my table for his writings eminently readable, and 1 •=== 
111 111mui:ier'.1-ble mstances ~he natural outcome Victoria next in importance to Mel~ourne. s~me t~ee or four days, when he engaged certainly not uninstructive, There he I 
of so 11.rt1ficial a state of things. Early one morning as I was leavmg the himself as a general hand upon a farm some s d b f b t 1. ttl d · ~ t · 

Everybody bought land, without in the least office of the pa.per to' attend the Police Court, fifteen miles out of town. 13efore leaving he too c ore me, u 1 e 1 eren m 
h fi bl all d th di f h appearance to what he "ll'as nigh upon ·idea knowing to w at ~ro ta _e account they! a tall, thin, poorly-clad man, with a most c e o.n . e e ~r o t e newspaper and 

would be able to turn it, buymg at enormous melancholy expression of countenance, but asked him if he lll1ght be allowed to send twenty-six long years ago. The same 
\prices, 'Yith ~~e most Yisiona.ry prospects, a?d all, with a gentle and most gentlemanly manner, such contributions as he mi/5.ht wr~te d_nring settled melanch ly upou him, the same I 

the ~-hile linng _up to a scale of domestw ex-
1 

walked in and asked for the propri~r. I the blank hours of a bush life whic_h ~ter- sombre but intellectual cast of rounten
pend1tnre propor~10ued ,to the prospects the.YI pointed to the editor, who was standmgllear vene betwee.n sundown and tw;n-ID t~e, ance, the same attenuated frame . .S:e 
expected to realise .. 'Ihese men gave therr, me at the time, ~aying that was the ~entle- ~d the ed~tor not only gave him pcrm1s- had not altered s::> much as a little bit, 
acceptances aua promissory notes for ~ue pay-, man. Then the enquirer, ta.king off his hat, s10n, but said that he would pay for what \Ve shook hand;:_ and then in a few scu
ment at the banks, or mortgaged tht:n· house~ and shewing a high, finely-formed forehead, was accepted to the exte~t of what he could tences he gave in brief and rapid outline 
a~d lan~s to ~e or other of the Loan. a1!d 'l'.rn~ said that he was a literary man, and would afford. T~en he took his _dep!1l'ture, saying what had happened him s ince he left me 
Comparuef for sums far beyond their 111trmSI be glad if he could obtain an engagement, it but very little, but shewmg m many ways in Victoria without note or intimation. 
va1ue. mattered not at wha.t rate of salary, so that that he felt grateful for the kindnesses which 

, One Sy~ey_house had purchased land in the it would afford him the wherewithal he had received from his countrywoman and He had gone into the b•ish and engaged 
"eoteru district, about Geelong, and between to live. But there was no enaa.ae- her husband. as tutor in a squatter's family. After a 
Geelong and,, Melbourne, ~ the extent of up- ment open for anyone. The papero ;as In s~mething under a. . month after ~s time hl'l left and sailed away for Sydney, 
wards of -_rn0,000, which, years after, was only a small one and contained little absence, my melancholy fnend sent a contn- where he gave a series of lect11res upon 
lea~ed for £fo0 per a.ur~um ._ else than what is 'understood a.s extract bntion to_ the editor. lt wasn't poetry, as I Irish wit ancl humour, which were well 

'.Ihe upshot of all_ this might have been fore- matter. In fact, when I state that in ad. thought it would be. It was not a tale of received and much a.ppreciated. Then he 
seen, and was experienced at length in full force. dition to"llly reporter's duties I found lei- disappointed love, resulting in a broken sailed back to Victoria, and went on to the 
There suddenly ceased to be a. demand for town sure to attend to a post-office' a stationer's heart and culminating in suicide. There was di:i;gings, where he took a leading part in 

t 1 lands and country se_ctious. T~e debts due to shop, and a general emporiu~ in connection no descriptio~ ef a PolYD:esian girl who the Eureka Stockade riots against the 
' 'c\ ba~s an_d o_t~er lendmg compames, as well as to with the journal I representei, and still swam fifty miles from one isle to another M military, Here he was wounded, a musket 

11 
pnva~ IDdinduals, fell due; and, as a dire further found ample time to attend the pub- look upon a "pa.le face," and then ball having lodged in his right arm. He 

8 n~c~~ity, la.ad and ijtock and oth~r property of lishing department, to address envelopes, to I ~ell ma.dly, fa~lly, ravenously ~ Io:ve wit.h was taken care of by some diggers, and 
1 a mds "as forced upon a falling market to fold newspapers, ~weep out the office, and it. There wasn t even so much as a little bit f 

11 
, cl d t d d Wh 

d meet them. . . occasionally take a turn with the ink-roller I of romance to be found in any out-of-the-way care ~ Y nurse an en e · en 
" ! There '~as a 1'.emble pamc, and cold_ n?n whe:a the paper had g~me to press, added corner of the contrib~tion, but it was one of ;;ufficieu~ly ~~covered' he wiindered f~r 
1 stared eveiy ma~ 111 the fiici:. E:ery descr1pt10n to the work of collectmg accotlllts, looking- the ~os~ humorous, li~ht-hearted, laughable I mto the mteuor of the country, wher~, m 

L l of property declined as rapic~y 111 v~ue as far n_p accidents, . narrow escapes, and adver- descnpt~ons of .bush life I had ever read. It long. unemployed hou~s _of the s?l:tary 
· be!ow the average of for~er years as it had been tisements, which ev1m then left several was wntten lightly, gracefully, scholarly, evenmgs, he devoted his time to writrng a 
J i raised unnaturally above _it. There was universal spare hours of time on my hands, it will be Tb.ere was a vein of rich.fun rUlllling through novel, which, for want of means and 

bankruptcy. ~d all this brought about by the seen that when the llroprietbr and edit::>r said the whole, _au~ sh_ewIDg here and th~re friends, he was unable to get published. 
mToganc:e, da~mg, and robbery of . the early there was no openmg for any additional such a keen ID81~ht ~to human nature, its Then be once more took ship to Sydney 

g set~e'.fi ID their endeavors to m?~opohse such _a literary t.alent he was as _near speaking the ":'eaknesses, a?d its foibles~ that the n~rra- and went inland some 300 miles, where b~ 
a m~om cent c~untry as Port Philip, and share it. trnth as ID a general way is to be arrived ;.t tive, when prmted, took mth the public at s tarted a bush school which he retained 

on,f among t e~selves . in this world. And so the applicant, having once. It was re-printed in all the colonial for some time until ha\'in saved a amal 
Ihe full crruih <;ame. A; floe~ of s_heep was· in a low voice expressed his thanks, walked journals, and two years afterwards, looking ' ' g . 1 

actually ~old at thL~ time m .rntisfiictiou for a out of the office and gently closed the door over a. "Chambers's Edinburg Journal," l sum .0 f ~oney, he went back .once agam 
C<ni;iparat1vely small flebt at supence per head ; behind him. fomid it had been reproduced under the head to V1ctor.1a by ~ay of T11srr_iania. He had 
wl:µle another flock, the pi·?perty of '.1 merchant, 1'henit was that I said to the editor, "I of "J..ife in the Australian Colonies." This engage~ m various occupa~ 10ns-had been 
was purchased at 0~.e shilling_ and i:_ixpence per I think that poor fellow looks as if he were contrib~tion was succeeded by others, _each sh~p~erd on a sheep-stat.10n ; had done 
~eai: T~.e pmch,i.er of thlS flock after~var~s hard up." .Ancl the e.ditor was a man t~nder more lightly an~ more hU1ll?rously wntten sphtt~ng and ?ost-and-ra1l work. Went 
~·c ·~ £

250 
more tha~ ~e a~o~ut of_ ~is I of heart, kmd of feeling, and generous ID his than the one which preceded it, '!'hey were teaching agam. Went once more to 

l P h: "e : 0?ey, for thel " 0 ,_l~a\llio the hvrng every impulse, although, upon my word, I sketches of character to be found among Sydney, and'was now for the first time in 
~~~es. mcie;,se auc m tip Y to the good of don't think I have ever met with a news- those who led a. bush life, and included Hokitikn, He had heard that I edited a 

In 
1 

run. 1,. t .. 1 ttl 1 . hl paper writer since then who could say such "The Master's Man," "The Stock Rider," newspaper. He was glad of it Could I 
~ Romew ~· sim1 ar cas , cii e, v uc iad h 1 th' · h h t t "Th M 'th S " "Th · 

Leen bought at six guineas a head, were sold.at a.nth t mgs iuln d. suBc t hs or setn enkceds S tet "a~, Twl i 0 a ~a~r' h e offer him any literary employment1 I 
seven shillings 11.nd sixpence; and horoes, the '.ls .. a man co u e never a .ta? e. qua . er, 16 verseer. es~ con- said I could not, and he lookf.d grieved. 
produce Qf first-clnss blood, that had cost from ~d1v1du~ls unless they were very big 1;lld1- tr~but1ons ~rought the paper under pro· 

1 

Ile had a little money, but not much. 
sixty to s•veuty p d b 1 t 1 te VHlua.ls mdeed, and were well able to fiN a mment notice. They were read far and L'v' g 

0 
the We t C t I . 

" < !lll s, roug l on y seven en {; h t H t . ll th d h h d 1 1 d th I LU n s oa s wa~ expens1 ve, -ind eighteen shillin s. B toiness dw lli . re tlln s o . e nev~r-no, no Ill a e near, an no one w o. a aug le oyer . em 1 d 't Id . 
felbourne which g~ ~ 0 • . ~ ng.i m long ~ars I knew him-wrote, or allowed until stopped by a side ache, ever imagmed an 1 ~on soon go, . 
ounds to 'build inde >en~~nt 0t;h: la~~usaud to be pri~ted i:ii his paper, a _line they were the production of a man of a. most ;r'hen it w.as," after _reflectmp; a, few 

re erected 0~ sofd fp f .c~o to ~;5 that would give paID, or wound the feelings melancholy temperament; of one who took mmutes, I said, Mann mp;, why don t you 
I oduce of all k' d ld · rom -

1

1 . 'l'b · j of man or woman. So, when I said to him no pleasure in existence; one who was start a newspaper1 An Irish paper you 
l_ wspaper Press ,~::S ~usiin I~ f~~?!u0c~,1~~d ver e "T,~a.t _poor fellow loo!~~ ~s if he were hard altogether indifferent whether he was of this know; one that will make your country· 
I t k. One journal, the Geelont Adte1·tise1• hJ'. up: his reply was, Go. and see. If worl~ to-day or of some other. the next. men laue;b, and keep them in good 
"1 e courage to speak, and state ~hy such a panic hes really hard up, as I t~k he seem~, to Politics were never touched on ; hlS coun~ry humour. It's bound to pay, with the 

come to pass, It showed the grnss delusion be-well, we must s~e whats to be done. "'.as never referre~ to, and when he de'.11t with amount of funny devilment you will be 
• which the whole community had fallen in And I . went ?ut i?to the street, and was his co1~ntrymen, it was Onl.)'. to br111g out able to infuse into it. Start a paper, my 
• ~ posing that the real and permanent wealth, ~otl~~ ov.ertakIDg ~im;. for he was saunter- some piece of broad hU1llo~ ID them, which dear fellow, and your fortune's made." 

' ''(Jr of individuals or of the colony generally, mg i .Y m the direction of the wharf- he never, however, made ridiculous. . And as he sat opposite, his mild blue eyes I 
··~'! be gi:eatly increased by any other means sa1mterIDg as men saunter who have no And this man was Mr. James l\1a1mmg. ttl d me h "d "I th k 
.Ul!n b:y pat'ent and nen;everi~g industrv aml special object to, seek-satllltering downcast After the lapse of some months he came down se' e on t~ e saML • . an. you for 

· " ~ • , Uonelv. sugges ion. y capital 1s a few 

venien 
was so 
was dr 
and at 
details. 
would 
paper, 
my mi 

"Wo 
you say 

Anot 
Then 

na1ne ' 
enough 

Now 
agreen1 
me to 
they ar 
thc~e 1 
the priI 
to prin 
sider Ii 

And 
In a 

much c 
for the 
to look 


