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Phat could be ascertained or surmised was,

nged next to a trebly-tuuvicvea rutian
nd his prostitute. Little was thought of
haracter in those days. The employed
ere Of greater importance than the
mployers. Crime was rampant. The
ccesses and extravagance of the diggers
re undescribable.  Life then was a riot,
nd on many of the diggings, to women of
spectability, it was a hell,  Many
amilies fled Port Phillip, while the off*
ourings of the adjoining colonies were
puring into our midst. 1In three years of
he first greab auriferous discoveries at
Ballarab there were eleven other rich
lds being worked. Not an old
yictorian colonist now living in New Zea.
hud bub will remember one or other as
aving been engaged upon them. These
yere Anderson's Creek, Mount Alexander
Bendigo, the Oyens, the M*Ivor and Goul?
purne, White House Gully, the French.
an’s Lead, and the Canadian, Over
hese the immigrants spread themselves,
nd became an integral part of a com-
punity consisting of released convicta
nd expirees, * Sticking-up™ became a
ommon occurrence. In 1854 five des.

Road within a few miles of Melbourne,
nd inside of a few hours captared and
lundered twenty persons, I recollect

Berman named Stein, had been stuck-up
y three ruffians, who, having robbed him

ards took him into a thick serab, and
ving bandaged his eyes, tied him to a
um-tree—hands, feet, and body. He was
ound there some weeks after, a skeleton
arbed as a digger. He had starved to
cath, and the maggots had eaten the

perpetrabors of this atrocity were never
iscovered, although a large reward was
ffered for their apprehension and convie-
lion.  Again, not long after this, in the |
vestern district of Victoria, the body of a
ran was unearthed by some diggers who
vere out prospecting. It was ascertained
he man had been robbed of all he pos.
ssed, maltreated, and then, there was
nly too much reason to fear, was buried
llive, The perpetrators of this terrible
leed were never traced. An old woman—
early sixty years of age—who kept a
frog  shanby (unlicensed, of course)
vas discovered by the police, dead with a

omahawk. firmly grasped in  her right.J

band. Alongside of her lay another corpse
vith his skull fearfully battered in, All
Lat the man had attempted to violate the
‘oman—that she resisted, and that in self-
fiefence she had killed the man, but not
antil he had suceeeded in inflicting injuries
which caused her death. Buried beneath
he ground upon which the shanty stood
ras found, enclosed in small chamoig
eather baga, over a hundred ounces of
old, and eighty pounds in sovereigns and
notes, In consequence of these and other
enormities a bill called the **Convicts'
iPrevention Bill ” passed the Legislature:
hich, while reprobated by the other
rolonies, and especially Tasmania, was a
means, to some slight extent, of repress-

eradoes took possession of the St Kilda |
ell a most horrible discovery which was |

iade just about this time.” A digger, al

{ a considerable qunantity of gold,” after-|

vhole of the flesh away to thebones. The |

F;}mn too late discovered his o :
earied at the opposition he met with, him appointed, The dizze: Ised
| 1 » rean
{ he became despondent, because he could themselves, practised drmﬁgoag hmﬁ?leh:i
(not eommand despotically where ho!tenaive preparations for a determined
f should only have governed eonstitu- struggle. It was at the close of Novem-
tionally. He was too much attached |ber, 1854, that a first atback was made on
to his salary to resign, and he s detachment of the 12th Regiment, and a
died of what may be termed a broken [Second shortly after on another detach-
heart, He was, it may be said hounded on (ment of the #0th Regiment. This was
| to his death, and when his decease was [followed by an attack by the military on
announced the news was received on the |the entrenchment of the Insurgents, at
'dialngs With every demonstration of joy. | Which a number of men were killed and
ere have been those who have said Sir | Wounded on both sides. Among the for:

mistake.

other.,

To enforce the collection of this monthly
80s. digging-license necessitated an in-
crease in the police force, and to meet the

(way concerned in the riot. Her husband
[swore that for that one life he wwould

word. Within forty-eight hours after the

| treatment, and the body of the defaulter
chained to a tree, And be it understood
| this impost was laid on everyone connecbob:g"
with goldfield operations, whether djgjzing"
or not. An arbitrary regulation waaissnedl As might have been expected, in the
upon the order of Sir Charles Hotham | nature of things and of law and order, the
which made it imperative on the diggings rioters were beaten and scattered, Martia]
to act as special constables under the 12w was proclaimed after all was quite. It
penalty of being treated as rogues and Was then the military and the officials shot
vagabonds. down, killed, and wounded respectable
Meetings were held on the various gold- order-obeying and peaceful ecititens who:
fields, and the miners resolved—de. never harboureda wrong intention against
terminedly resolved—resolved unto the|the Government. Atlength, in compliance
death—to resist the fee altogether. Com. With a demand made by the eolonists
mittees swere formed to protect the Which even such a tyrant as Sir Charles
interests of the miners. “Digger-bunt- Hotham conld not resist, a Royal Com-
ing" was no longer to be tolerated. Then mission was appointed to proceed to the
followed what was afterwards known as Spot and examine Into the condition of
the Bureka riot. An hotel named the|thegoldfields. Thegentlemen who formed
HEureka, kept by a Vandemonian of the the commisson found the grievances of the
name of Bentley, was the resort of the minerstobe very héavy,sndmorebhanthey
very worst characters of Ballarat. Its could well bear without making reprisals.
 proprietor was hated, but, due to the! A complete change was recommended in
sway he held over some of the most con. the administration of their affairs, and
summate scoundrels who had contrived to that, instead of & license fee of ;hirhy
escape the gallows, he was equally feared. shillings per month, a duty be levied upon
The local authorities did not interfere to gold. All disputes among miners was to
/suppress the abominations which were be arbitrated by a locally-elected body,
|allowed in this sink of iniquity, although These recommendations were adopbed,and
| frequently petitioned by the more orderlythe mining districts were resboreci to
population, either because they saw thequiet, which by the way, Sir Charles
difficulty or were afraid to interfere with Hotham to the end of his days deeply
| such a desperate gang as had taken up regretted. He wanted more quarter-deck
their quarters there. Then became knownl and more bloodshed.
| a terrible murder that was committed i e ' .
| the bar of the hotel—one of the most| [Br “Sxyper” i)
| atrocious and culd-blooded which, perhaps,| No. XV.
was ever placed on record, The officials, | TOLERATED INF‘\:lPlg BEFORE THE POWER OF THI
sl = NEWSPAPER PRESS WAS FELT.

Ir was long before and for some time aftej
‘the power and influence of the newspaper P p
was felt (the early rise and progress of which
have described) that the most terrible abuses

three murders, but there were many who
guessed it was the husband of the woman |.
who was shot by the soldiery.
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ving: again refrained from lni:eu-w|
fering, although thoroughly persuaded of
the guilt of Bentley and his scoundrelly
accomplices, a night meeting was held by
' diggers, who attacked and burnt down
the hotel. There were scenes enacted on| New South Wales, which were then one colony. ¢
that night which will not admit of des | The Victorian squatters had taken possession of
eription. Casks of spirits were thrown| }i"gien*"??tﬁ of land at mere nominal rentals, an
out to the mob, and the rush for them d:lar tghr hes ‘:lnmlg"’"i't. labor both scarce and
eaused more fighting, and, if possible, ) V1, uncer one Lieutensnt: Johuston,
greater disorder. I was a witness of this
spectacle myself from the door of Mr
Robertson's grocery store. It brought to

between Lieutenant Johnson and
behalf of the squatters,

ing the evil, There were numerous
diggers from . all nations—Germans,
French, Italians, Chinese, Americans, and
old Californians—who brought with them '
their distinetive notions of rights and free-
dom to bear on their avocations of digging *
and in the wretehed condition of our social
onstitntion in those days nothing less
might have been expected than what came
Lo pass—the emeule abt Ballarat on the 3rd
The Government regulations were thag
ach digger paid a license fee of thirty
shillings per annum for a claim of twelve
feet square. Then ecame the tyranny of
what was then named * digger-hunting.

The Commissioners were empowered to
make daily wvisits, accompanied by the
police, and compel the the diggers to shew
their licenses. A wide dissatisfaction
spread among the populations of the gold-
fields, and the oppressive fyranny of Sir
Charles Hotham was denounced. Had
this, the very worst specimen of a
Governor Vietoria ever possessed, dared
to have ventured upon the goldfields, such
was the feeling against him, he would
have been torn limb from limb or stoned
to death, Sir Charles Hotham had been
accustomed to command on the guarter-
deck of a man-of-war, where his yea wa$
yea and his nay nay ; and he had thought
to govern a wild, rough, brave, buf lawless
digging population by the same means as
he had done with his seaman under

Articles of War, He was mistaken, and

of their employers they
ferable from one to the other,
| men were made to do duty as shepherds and
hut-keepers. They came from a tropical region
to one which to theur was as the glitaate of Iee-
land might be to a native of the south wuf

my mind the scene described by Charles
Dickens in his deseription of the riots of
Lord George Gordon, in “Barnaby Rudge.”
Bentley and his accomplices were tried,
but were merely found guilty of man-
slaughter. The effect of this on the public
||mind was only to iniflame the people,
|against the Government, while stump
orators urged them on to acts of
rebellion, and commenced to enrol bands
to resist the authorities by armed
force. Among those who incited the| the Port Phillip squatters, still wanting labor,
diggers on to rebellion and deeds| and _ﬁn&ingthat.the Klings only arrived to die
of violence was James Manning, who was, °f; importuned the Tasmanian Government to
subsequently the proprietor and editor of EPaut tickets of leave to prisomers, and ship
the Celt newspaper, which was published. m over to Melbourne and Geelong.  Only too
: ; o : glad to #id themselves of so much of the
Hokitlka; on the West Coast of the Middl iinal clén T & 3ed o) th
Island, towards the end of the year, 1868/ - PR m‘: A sle;:)res “_e_
and the inflamatory articles of which led| Phillip were infested with murd )
to what wasthen and since thenknown as| and @ sweepings of the penal ments,
the Fenian riots, although there was no| Sheep-stealing, cattle-liftin murder, and out-
riot or any display of armed hostility. rage on womun became of daily oceurrence. On
There, was, however, much fear and alarm| & smaller scale, all the crimes ’Eugg disturbed
felt among the inhabitants at the time.| the peace of the respectable inhabitunts after
The relation of this, however, T must defer| the outb of the Vietorian goldfields, were
for a succeeding reminiscence, enacted. Tt was, I think, in 1847 or '48 that
Being advised that nelther life nor pro 1 Bdyatters got a law passed, which was en-
; titled  The Masters and Servants Act.” Ii was
perty was likely to be respected in Bald one of the most Algerine and. eruel. pises of
larat, Sir Charles Hotham ordered all th legislation which ever disgraced the stat?nltd—'buqk
available forces jprocurable to quell the| of any civilised community of the world, The
formidable outbreak. Subsequently the! title of the Act was a misnomer. It should have
ringleaders of the Eureka Hotel riot werel been called “ An Act giving pawers to niasters at
captured, tried, and condemned, and had

J._Eeir will to maltreat, imdn_ri}pu, and mulét of
but very lenient sentences passed upon

their hnrtl-“:un earnings the servants in their
them, the juries strongly eensuring the employment” ,
overnor and the authorities by

upon rice, and fish, and vegetables, while
in Port Phillip, they were compelled all the
round toadiet of hard damperand mutton

My memory still serves when at the time it
became law, and I am not likely toforget the

["also do. not fail o remember whrEE e,
retribution, in many s
being put in force.

slightest  degree, any order

wight be, R il
even twelve months’ hard labor
with forfeiture of all wages due

my own eognizafice. I have known &
to gaol for three

ble maggots. The
Charles Hotham was a good man and a Mmer were two women. This latter cir thj’%“ for ugin his
wise Governor, but no one has bsen bold |cumstance I recollect perfectly well, as ;r;_tp er. Ihave known a shep 4 hut-
enough to point out in what way he was |one of these women at the time had only e Bea;ﬂto gaol and hard iabor fo one year
In the first or on what point he was In the |1ately been married, and she was in no ﬂdck’ﬂief' aa]w«apB ?ﬁ gh;nmg i hal«}e:i' -
3 4] ¥ 18~

persed through the bueh, the blacks had rone to
the hut and carried off several king, o

have three, and it is believed he kept his | chatge kg b o
knew one man o

| additional expense the greatest tyranny | Fiof was quelled a sentry was shot dead | 2overed with boilsand unable to work, 4n con-

Wwas exercised towards the diggers. 'The |0nhis post. The next night a second was | “Cdience of Ii al months upon tainted |

license fee was rigidly enforced. A refusal [Shot. The day after a trooper fell from his | S0 P%¢f. He issed the station without |

was met with & pair of handeuffs, bragal | horse dead, a bullet having passed through | fos. w7 of & half-year's wages due to him
his brains. No one knew who did these paid, _ This a8 advised 0 summ

his employer fo:-imo A6 add Lo §
enough t6 make the exp “ﬁ 9 Q“ foolizh.

brother squatter ang
lawful claim, :

man, was deprived of nine months’ wages he-
cause he had lost a bullock-chain, worth, perhaps,
fifteen shillings.
taking due care of his master’s property.”

his bullock-team and dray to the home station
on Thursday, but did not come till the day follow- |
ing, was sentenced to six months' imprisonment
for disobedience of orders. The man proved
that he was delayed by flooded creeks, but his
defence availed him nothing.
addition to imprisonment, was ordered to forfeit
all wages due to him.

with the administration of the law vnder which
such gross acts of cruelty and injustice were

ticular wishes. These squatters got themselves
appointed Justices of the Peace. They lived in
the interior, where they dealt out the law. A
squatter wishing to punish one of his men
would saddle his horse and ride over to some
other squatter, on a neighboring station, who

two would probably dine together, and after-
wards confer.
trooper would serve the man with a warrant,
convey him, handcuffed to one of his stirrup-
|| irons, before the justice who had previously been

sentenced to three, gix, nine, or twelve months'
gaol, with hard labor added, and, as was always
the case, ordered to have his wages forfeited,

whatever these might be. |

instances, followed upe !"'*_xl

Under this Act a servant disobeyit_)g‘?in'the
is employer
and often was, sentenced to si-si:,h:gﬁd.
~imprisonment

to
I here speak of cases which have under
sent

months with loss. oiﬁag wages

@ was for neglect of duty to employer, 1

It an out cattle station who was |

One bullock-driver, an ‘excellent, sober, steady

The charge was for “not

Another man, who should have returned with '

He also, in
And who, it may be asked, were entrusted

ntinually and systematically perpetrated ? |
y answer is, the squatters—the men who got
is Algerine law framed to suit their own par-

ight be on the Commission of the Peace. The

The next day a native mounted

conferred " with, and the man would be

This forfeiture of wages, which, besides im-
risonment, was the leading feature in every

clause of the Act, was one mode resorted to by
: the disreputable section of the squatters—and
were permitted to o unchecked in Victoria and it was a very large section ndeed—of obtaining

|
i

heap labor. i

In the time I refer to, bush engagements were

invariably made for twelve months, wages !
payable at the termination of the engagement.
im-| Then, with the cliss of employers [ refer to, |
ported @ number of Klings from India, under when a man's time was nearly up, a charge
engagement for five years. The agreement made| would be preferred againt him for neglect of | |
the Klings, on| duty, disobedience of orders, using abusive
was that at the option | language, or being wasteful of his master's
shounld be made trans-| property. Any charge answered the purpose,
These miserable) No proof beyond the statement of the employer
was deemed necessary; no defence was ad-
mitted.
imprisoned. One more case I will mention of
the law as it existed :—There was a girl, some |
England. They had been accustomed to live | eight or nine years old, the daughter of a married
here, | couple engaged on the home station in a district |
ear | known as the Colac.
C . ted | mischief, playfulness, or by accident, had pulled |/
heef They died off like rotten sheéep, and were | down a hurdle, by which a flack of sheep got ||
buried out of sight as carrion would be. Then | out and mixed with another flock. i
occurrence was vexatious, but not serions.
conple of men in three or four hours would have

"

The man was mulet of his wages and

This child, either in

The
A

drafted out the sheep, and there an end of the
tronble. For this offence the squatter stripped !
the girl in the face of the mother of all its outer
clothing, and then flogged ber with a thong of
bullock hide until the child’s body waslivid with
broises, This was not sufficient, but he had a !
warrant issued against the father of the girl for |
permitting her to do that which he never saw
her do ; when he was ordered to forfeit all wages
due to him, amounting, as I recollect, to some |
fifty-four pounds. There is a worthy settler
now living in this proviuce who can bear witnes-
to what I have here stated. I have reason #
think that squatter regretted his harshness, for
within one week after the cruel act was perpe
trated, he woke in the night to discover hi !
household in flames, his sheep broken out fron
their hurdles, his woolshed in conflagration, an
himself a ruined man,

Retribution followed npon injustice (I will nc
suy how), as it had done before and will fora
time to come. One squatier, notorions
getting his servants muleted of their wag
was found one morning at an outstation st
dead, and a two-pronged pitch-fork through
breastbones. The murderer was never

1

"eruelties which were perpetrated under it ; and |

covered.  Julhaleoun of saliieon Tagnthy J
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