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np;ed next to a trebfy-cvuv1e"t.ecrrul:Han when too late 
d his prostitute. Little was thought of w 1 d isco~ere m 8 a e. ~ -. - . _ 
racter in those days The em lo d h ear e at the opposition he met with, him appomted. The dip:gersl lorganlsed 
~e of greater impo~tance th P ~~ e became despondent, because he could themselves, practised drill, and made ex. 
e loyers. Crime was ram tn The riot command despotically where he tensive preparations for a determined 
~!sses and extravagance of Pt':'i: di er: ~~ould only have p:overned constitu- strugg:e. It was at the close of Novem-

undescribable. Life the gg_ t tIOnall!. He was too much attached ber, 1854, that a first attack was made on 
re man . . n was a rrn ' I ~ his salary to resie:n, and he a detachment of the 12th Regiment, and a 
nd Z~a.bili~ of ;:e ~~~gmgsh t~ wo~n of died of what may be termed a broken second shortly after on another detach· 
~lies fled. Port Philli; w~il~ the ~~ hear~. He was, it may be said hounded on ment of the 40th Regiment. This was 
ourings of the adjoini;p: colonies were to his death, and when hi11 decease was followed by an attack · by the military on 
uring into our midst. In three ears of a?nounced .the news wa'J received on the the entrenchment of the insurgents, at 
0 first great auriferous discoY~ries at ~igglngs with every demonstration of jo~. which a number of. men were killed and 
a!larat there were eleven other rich ~here have been those who have said Sir wounded on both sides. .Among the for· 
elds being worked. Not an oli ha.rles Hotham was a good man and a mer were two women. This latter cir
ictorian colonist now living in New Zea. wise Govern~r, but no one has been bold cumstance I recollect perfectly well, as 
nd but will remember one or other as ?noup:h to po mt out In what way he was one of these wom~n at the time had only 

:1Ving been cn,l"(agcd upon them. The&e m the first or on what point he was in the lately been ma~r1ed, 8:nd she was In no 
ere Anderson's Creek Mount .Alexander other. jway concerned lD the riot. Her husband 
endigo, the Ovens, th~ M'Ivor and Gou!' To enfo~ce t~e collection o~ this monthly swore that for. t~at ~ne life he ·would 

e White lJ G 11 th F h. 30s. dlggmg-hcense necessitated an in- have three, and it 1s beheved he kept his 
urn ' ouse u y, e renc crea . th 11 f d to wo d W"th" f t . h an's Lead, and the Canadian Ove~ .s? m e po ce orce, an meet the . r • i Ill or y-e1g t hours after the 

hese the immigrants spread the~selves ! add1t1onal .expense the greatest tyranny riot _was quelled a sent~y was shot dead 
nd became an inte,l"(ral part of a com'. ~as exercised tow~rds the dfgger11. The on his post. The next mght a second was 
unity consisting of released convicts hcense fee _was rl"1?ly enforced. A refusal shot. The day after a t~ooper fell from his 
d expirees "St"ck" ,, b was met with a pair of handcuffs, brutal horse dead, a bullet havmg passed through 

nmmon occ~rrence'. 1~!-~~ :~:m;esa. I tre11;tment, and the body of the defaulter his bra.ins. No one knew who did these 
radoes took ossession of the il · ~ ch~~ed to a tree .. .And be it understood j three m~rders, but there were many who 

d within ~ f .1 f M ~tb. K da. thisimpostwalillaid on everyone connected I guessed it was the husband of the woman 
oda 1·ns"ide of a feew mhi es 0 te odurned, with goldfleld operations, whether digging I who was shot by the soldiery. 
n w ours cap ure an t A bit · . A · ht h lundered twenty personJS I 11 t i or no · n a.r ra.ry regulat10n was issued s m1g ave been expected, in the 
ell a most horrible discov~ry .:.i:i~~ :~s i up~n the or~e~ of Si~ Charles ~ot?am nature of things and of law and order, the· 
iade just about this time. A die: er a which made it 1~perat1ve on the d1ggmgs rloteni were b6'.1ten and scattered. Martial 
erman named Stein, had been stu~k-~ to act as spe.c1al constables undar the j law was pl'Ocla.1~ed after all was quite. It 
y three ruffians, who, havinp: robbed hit! penalty of hemp: treated as rogues and was then. the military and the officials shot 
fa considerable quantit of old after- va.ga.bo?ds. . down, kil!ed, and wounded respectable 

·s:=----------y---'g::.,.-_.:_' _ Meetmgs were held on the various gold- order-obeymg and peaceful cititens who 
" ards took him into a thick scrub, and fields, and the miners resolved-de- never harboured a wrong Intention against 

w ingbandagedhis eyes, tied him to a l terminedly resolved-resolved unto the theGovernment. Atlength,lncompliance 
um-tree-hands, feet, and body. He was death-to resist the fee altogether. Com. with a demand ma.de by the colonist& 
und ther~ some weeks after, a skeleton rnittees were formed to protect the which even such a tyrant as Sir Charles 

arl>ed as a digger. Be had Rtarved to interests of the miner1<. "Dip:i;i;er-hunt· Hotham could not resist, a Royal Com
eath, and the maggots had eaten the · ing" was no longer to be tolerated. 'l'hen I mission was appointed to proceed to the 
hole of the flesh away to the bone!!. The followed what was afterwards known asl spot and examine into the condition of 
rpetrators of this atrocity were never the Eureka riot. An hotel named the thegoldfields. The gentlemen who formed 

iscovered, although a large reward was Eureka, kept by a Vandemonia.n of the the commlsson found the grievances of the 
ffered for their apprehension and con vie- name of Bentley, was the resort of the miners to be very heavy, and more than they 
ion. Again, not long after this, In the very _worst characters of Ballarat. Itsl could well bear without making reprisals. 
estern district of Victoria., t.he body of a t proprietor was hated. but, due to the A complete change was recommended in 
an was unearthed by some diggers who I sway he held over some of the most con_ the administration of their afl'alre and 
ere out prospecting. It was ascertained summate scoundrels who had contrived to that, instead of a license fee ot thirty . 

he man had been robbed of all he pos. escape the ga.llow~,. he w:as equ~lly tea.red. shillings per month, a. duty be levied upon 
essed, maltreated, and then, there was The local authorities did not mterfere to

1
gold. All disputes among miners was to 

~ly too mnch reaRon to fear, was buried suppress. the .a.b~mina.t~o~s .which were be arbitrated by a locally-elected body. 
hve. The perpetrators of this terrible allowed m this smk of 1mq u1ty, although These recommendations were adopted, and 
eed were never traced. An old woman- I frequently petitioned by the more orderly the mining districts were restored to 
early sixty years of ap:e-who kept a population. either because they saw the: quiet, which by the way, Sir Charle i 
rog 11hanty (unlicensed, of course) difficulty or were afraid to interfere wit~ Botham to the end of his days deep! 11 

as discovered b~ the police, dead with a. sue~ a. desperate gang as had taken u~ regretted. He wanted more quarter-dee~ 
ma.hawk firmlj grasped in her right their quarters there. Then became know and more bloodshed. 

and. Alongside of her lay another corpse a terrible murder that was committed i 1------""'.'.""~-----------• 
·ith his skull fearfully battered in. All the bar of the hotel-one of the most [BY "S'.'>TDER."] 
hat could be ascertained or surmised was, atrocious and cu Id-blooded which, perhaps, No. XV. 
Lat the man had attempted to violate the was ever placed on record, The officials, TOLER.\ TED INF.HUBS BEFOHE THE POWER OFT 

oman-that she resisted, and that In self- ,- -----· NJ::WtiPAPER PRESS WAS FELT. 

efence she h11d killed the man, but not having a.gain refrained from inter· IT was Jong before and for some time afte 
ntil he had succeeded in inflicting injuries fering, although thoroughly persuaded of the power and influence of the newspaper Pres 
hich caused her death. Buried beneath the guilt of Bentley and his scoundrelly · was felt (t~e early rise and progress of which 

he ground upon which the shanty ~tood acc-omplices, a nip:ht meeting was held by have described) that the most terrible a.bus 
a:i found, enclosed in small chamois diggers, who attacked and burnt down were permitted to go unchecked in Yictoria. am 
ather bags, over a hundred ounces of the hotel. There were scenes enacted on New s.out~ Wales, which were then one colony. 
old, and eighty pounds in sovereigns and that night which will not admit of des The Victorian squatters had tak_en possession 0 
otes. In consequence of these and other cription. Casks of spirits were thrown ~~g? tracts 0~ Ian? at mere nommal rentals, an 
normitles a bill called the "Convicts' out to the mob, and the rush for them : dedmtgh free 1dmmigraoL~ labor bothhscarce ~nd 

· " d fl ht· d "f "bl ar, ey, un er one ieutenant Jo nston im-
re.vent1on. Bill passed the Legislature• caus: ;.ore d g ;ng, an '.t 1 posr81th ?• ported a number of Klings from India, 1~nder htch, while reprobated by the other grea er isor er. was a wi ncss o is engagement for five years. The agreement made 

colonies, and especially Tasmania, was a spectacle myself from the door of Mr between Lieutenant .Tolmson and the Kliogs on 
means, to some slight extent, of repress· Robertson's grocery store: It brought to behalf. of the squatters, was that at the option 
inp: the evil. There were numerous my mind the scene described by Charles of their employers they should be ma.de trans
diggers from all nations-Germe.ns, Dickens In his description of the riots of ferable from one to the other. These raiserable 
French Italians Chinese Americans and Lord George Gordon, in "BarnabyRudp:e." men were made to do duty as shep!ierds and 
old Ca.llfornia.ns.'.....who br~ught with them • Bentley and his accomplices were tried, ! ~ut-keephls.h Th~y came from a. ti:opical regior 
their distinctive notions of rights and free· bnt were merely found guilty of man- 1 odne '~ hct beto ttoem wast?" thef clihmate ofhice-

. T . an m1g a na 1ve o t e sout 
dom to bear on their avoca.tions of diggin7 : sl~ughter. he effect o.f this on the public England. They had been accustomed to live 

nd in the wretched condition of our soCial I µnnd was only to Inflame the people upon rice and fish and vegetables while here 
onstitution in those days nothinir less ' against the Government, while stump in Port Phillip, they were compe'llec!' a.11 the yea:. 
ight have been expected than what came orators urged them on to acts of round toa dietof harddamperand mutton or salted 

o pa s-the eineute at Balla.rat on the 3rd rebellion, and commenced to enrol bands beef. '.!.'hey died off like rotten sheep, and were 
ecember 1854. to resist the authorities by armed buried out of sight as carrion would be. Then 
The Go~ernment regulations were that f~rce. .Among those who incited the the Por~ Phillip squ~t.ters, still wa1;1ting labo~, 

ea.ch di11;ger pa.id a. license fee of thirty diggers on to rebellion and deeds and ~ndlllg that the Kllllgs 01;1ly arnved to die 
Sh.Ill " f 1 · oft elve of violence wa.8 James Manning who was off, nnportuned the Tasmaman Government to 1 n,.,s per annum or a c aim w · • t t· k ts f I to · d h" 
f t Th th t f su 1:>Jequently the proprietor and editor of , gran 1c ·e o eave pr1soner8, an s 1p 
ee square. en ca.me e yranny 0 

0 ~ them over to Melbourne and Geelong. Ouly t-00 
,what was then named "digger-huntiug. the elt newilpaper, which was published at glad to ri themselves of so much of the 
The Commissioners were empowered to Hokitlka, on the West Coa.'lt of the Middl criminal element, Tasmania acceeded to the re
make daily visits, accompanied by the Island. toward!! the end of the year, 1868 quest ; and in a little time the ~bores of Port 
police, and compel the the diggers to shew and the lnfta.ma.tory articles of which le Phillip were infested with murderoud burglars 
their licenses. A wide dissatisfaction to what was then and since then known a and the sweepings of the pena.l settlemeuts. 
spread among the populations of the gold- t?e Fenian rio~s, although there wa.s n Sheep-stealing, cattle-lifting,. murder, and out
fields and the oppressive tyranny of Sir riot or any display of armed host1llty. rage on wom~n became of dmly occurrence. On 
Charl~s Botham was dtmounced. Had There, was, however, much fear nnd alarm I a smaller scale, nil the crimes .whic~ disturbed 
thl th t ·me of • felt among the inhabitants at the time. the pel\ce of the respectable mhabitants after 

s e very wors spec1 n ~ · th tb k f th ,,. t · l lfi Id 
G ' V · d d d The relation of this however I must defer e ou rea o e 10 ona.n go c e s were 

overnor lctoria ever possesse , are f d" ' 1 1 ' enacted It wa.• I think in 18H or '48 that 
to have ventured upon the goldfields, such I or a.suxee ~op: rem n scence. . th~ sq1;atters ~ot a. law passed which was e~-
was the feeling against him, he would Bemg advised that neither life ~or pro- titled "The Masters and Servant:s Act." It was 
have been torn limb from limb or stoned perty ~as likely to be respected m Bal- one of the modt Algerine and cruel pieces of 
to death. Sir Charles Botham had been la.rat, Sir Charles Hothnm ordered all thei legislation which ever disgraced the statute-book 
accustomed to command on the quarter- available forces j'procura.ble to quell the, of any civilllied community of the world. The 
deck of a man-of-war where his yea was formidable outbreak. Subsequently the title of the Act wa.s a mi nomer. It should have 
yea and his nay nay ; 'and he had thought ringleaders o.f the Eureka Hotel riot were bee!1 cal!ed "An Act givi!1g p~wers to nf~ters a.t 
to govern a wild rough brave but lawless captured, tr1?d, and condemned, and had tlte!r will to maltre~t, imprison, and ~ulct ~f 
d. I 1 .' b 'th ' a.s 

1 

but very lement sentences passed upon! their hard-won ea1 mngs the servants m then· 1gg ng popu at1on y e snme means . 1 t " 
. d them the Juries strongly censuring the emp oymen · 

he had done with his sea.man un er Go ' d th th ·u b My memory still serves when at the time it 
Articles of War. He was mistaken, ~nd · vernl!r a.n e au ori e!I Yi became law, and I am not likely to.forget the 

,.~l!llJl1"~11!"1111W~-~l'.i''""".,.,.'"'~IJIP.Jl"."!""7!!!l'!'!"l!'~!'J~W~'m!'·.,~;rtilT1"~:ir.:"~n!""--~'"r.i'l....,_....,.,.....;.::cr:;u.elties which w~re perpetr~d unc~er it; and 

a .so . o n? a1 t-0" rememl>er wha on·i 
re~nbut10~, ill many instances, followed upon · it 
bemg put m force. 

. Under this Act a. servant disobeying, in the 
sh.!\'htest degree, any order of his employer 
might be, and often was, sentenced to six, and 
e~en twel~e months' hard labor -imprisonment 
w1tb forfe1tur-e of all wages due to him. 

I here speak of cases which have come under 
my own cognizance. I have known a man sent 
to gaol for three months with loss of all wages 
d~1c, because he h~ 1'efused to eat mutton putrid 
with maggots. 'l he charge prefen·ed against 
the man was for using insulting lan~e to his 
employer. I have known a shepherd and a hut
keeper sent . to gaol and ~ard lahor for one year 
because, while engaged m gettipg together a 
flock of sheep, which the wild dingoes had dis
persed through the bush, the blacks had gone to 
the hut and ca.rried off several sheepskins. 'l'he 
charge was for neglect of duty to employer. I 
knew one man on an out cattle station who was 
covered with boil.6. @d unable to work .in oon
sequeoce of living se~ral months upo~ tainted 
salt bP.ef. He w~ diSmissed the st.'ttion withQut 1 

on_e pen~y of ~ half-year's wages due to him 
~lllg paid. This naaq was advised to summons 
his employer for tilt! amount, a.nd he ~ foolhli 
enough to make the experiment. Instead f re
c?vering what was.-, · tly and lawfully due to 
him, he was sent ro 1 for three month. by ~ 
brother squatter au .P., (or ma.king-can un
fa.wful claim. 

One bullock-driver, an excellent, sober steady 
man, was deprived of nine months' w~ges be
cause he bad lost a bullock-cha.in, worth perhaps 
fifteen shillings. The charge was for " not 
taking due care of his master's property." 

Another man, who should have returned with 
his bullock-team and dray to the home st.'ttion 
on Thursday, but did not come till the day follow- 1 

ing, was sentenced to six months' imprisonment 
for disobedience of orders. The man proved 
that he was delayed by flooded creeks, but his 
defence availed him nothing. He also, in 
addition to imprisonment, was ordered to forfeit 
a.11 wages due to him. 

And who, it may be asked, were entrusted 
with the administration of tho l<nv under "'hioh 
such gross acts of cruelty and injustice were 
continually and systematically perpetrated 1 
My answer is, the squatters-the men who got 
this Algerine law framed to suit their own par
ticular wishes. These sq natters got themselves 
appointed Justices of the Peace. 'l'hey Ii ved in 
the interior, where they dealt out the law. A 
squatter wishing to punish one of his men 
would saddle his horse and ride over to some 
other sq ua.tter, on a neighboring station, who 
might be on the Commission of the Pea.cl'. The 
two would proba.bly dine together, and after
wards confer. The next day a native mounted 
trooper would serve the man with a warrant, 
convey him, handcuffed to one of his sti.rrup
irons, before the justice who ha.dflreviously been 
"conferred,. with, and the man would be 
senten.:ed to three, six, nine, or twelve months' 
gaol with hard labor added, and, as was a.lwa.ys 
the ~ase, ordered to have his wages forfeited, . 
whatever these might be. I 

This forfeiture of wages, which, besides im- 1 

prisonment, was the leading feature in every 
clause of the Act, was one mode reso1ted to by 
the disreputable section of the squatters-and 
it was a very large section indeed-of obt.'tining 
cheap labor. 

In the time I refer to, bush engagements were 
invaritibly made for twelYe months, wages \ 
payable at the termination of the enga.gement. J 

Then, with the chss of employers I refer to, . 
when a man's time was nearly- up, a charge I 
would be preferred againt him for neglect of ! 
duty, disobedience of orders, using abusive 
fangua.ge, or being wasteful of hi.· master's 
property. Any charge a.nswered the purpose. 
No proof beyond the statement of the employer 
wa.s deemed necessary ; no defence was ad -
mitted. The man wa.:;; mulct of his wages and 
imprisoned. One more case I will mention of 
the law as it existed :-There was a girl, some 
eight or nine years old, the daughter of a married 
couple engaged on the home station in a di.strict 
known as the Colac. This child, either in 
mischief, playfulness, or by accident, had pulled 
clown a hurdle, by which a flock of sheep got 
out and mixed with another flock. The 
occurrence wail vexatious, but not serious. A 
couple of men in three or four hours would have , 
drafted out the sheep, and there an end of the 
trouble. For this offence the squatter stripped 
the girl in the face of the mother of a.11 its outer 
clothing, and then flogged her with a thong of 
bullock hide until the child's body was livid with 
bruises. This was not sufficient, but he had a ' 
warrant issued against the father of the girl for 
permitting her to do that which be never saw 
her do ; when he was ordered to forfeit a.11 wage.ii 
due to him, amounting, as I recollect, to some I 
fifty-four pounds. There is a. wo1thy settler I 
now living in this province who can bear witn 
to what I have here stated. I have reason ti · • 
think that squatter regretted his harshness, fot ·-. 
within one week after the crnel act wa~ perpe • 
trated, he woke in the night to discover hi ' 
household in flames, his sheep broken out fron ' 
their hurdles, his woolshed in conflagration, am • 
himself a ruined man. I 

Retribution followed upon injustice (I will nc 1 

say how), as it had done before and w~ll for a : 
time to come. One squatter, notorious~ 1 

getting his servants mnlcted of their wag 
was found one morning at an outstation s ' 
dead, and a two:prongei:l pitch-fork through j' 
breastbones. The murderer wa.s never 
covered. In the course of eighteen month, 

- ~ I 


