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Jan-d sP®tilattons-.. appeared on the -
e of 'ahlMst fl'\'ery schedule that wa..'i dependent of the~ellgibility offie site, 1r.s t _ _ ____ _ 

ed. - IDAn! varied beauties, its charming Ising c1l4rges, . ~d the cha~s by - - - . - . ~ 
The mania for buying and selling land IProxunity to a romantic winding ri nm I drau~htsman, a.rt111t, and · aurveyor ; · de-f thousand pounds' worth of acceptances , 
used an amount of excitement far beyond upon the bank~of which the indlgenons I ducting f~r the cI».mpag~ lunch given on covering It before I ha1 paitl the whole of 
at created by the discovery of so many~. -.~ -- - the oecasion, lion~ three ,!:>Ands of bl:"llU ·my own purchMe money, and no one con· 1 

h p:oldftelds. How much such a pleee wild ~ora of Australia Felix grew profuse ;1 music, one of W~tch was st.afioned on the sidering or allowing It to weigh in their ; 
land wasworthperfootor_peracrewasln ~o give pertnme to the summer zephyrs." ·I top of the auction mart two hours before · minds whether if they met their bills they I 
ery mouth trom morn to noon, from ndependent of these and other advan- 11 the sale took place, while two parade4 the would be able to obtain a clear title. Well 

n to dewy eve, &nd far into the night. , t ages too numerous to be contained within I town ; and deducting various incidental then, at last, as might have been ex'. 
num could bring himself to laying up the limits ~f such a notice, the great re. ' expens~s such as moneys paid to repnrters pected, when the crash did come, It came 

1

1 

asurll by ~~ly st•~ to business )commendation, as would be seen by the ~or p~aisn~g up the property, and compar- ' hot and heavy, and without giving much 
following up his trade orepeclalpursults, plan of the property, was that the main ( m i:; it with Paradi.~e before Eve was warning. The banks generally p;ot out of: 
t fortunes most.~ made In the course terminus of the G1·eat Weetem""'91teh line tempted and Adam J'ell ; I say, deducting the serape, as banka generally do; but the : 
a morning by attending an auction of the Ballarat railway, wl1i , ~.-been I all these cha1·ges and ullowing that the ae- 1 land sharks and speculators were clewed 1 
m when & land sale was totake place. !brought before the Parlier ut of the · ceptances of purchasers would never be re. , up. 'fhey held ten'i of thousands of 

Before l proceed to relate how men bc-1colooy, and had met with the "pproval of t1trned, which of my own knowledge I may 1 pounds' worth of dl•honoured acceptances, 
e selsed with a land mania, such 88 the honourable members, wonl l be placed ' say never were, the owner netted a profit ' the givers of which were In ~r had passed 

a time was never paralleled at any era in the heart of the property, a reserve for t ~~ twen_ty:three thousand pounds, omit· through the Insolvent Court; but few of 
any country of the world, I may briefly. which the noble .and generous owner of g shillmg_s and pence. I. know well f '.I:• m could boaA!l of anythinµ: more. In 
te what.was thp.ca\ll!le which led to the the estate had given a free grant In fee that the auctioneer, who promised to point, ; .. 860 11 0 11cc Yory W<' ;dr hy lau•lul pro
den bU.ll4Ing up of large fortunes, to be simple to the company. "This railway," I out the ~ound to purch1asers after the t: prfetor-neither" shark nor a swlndler

lowed In a few years by such a crushing Intending purchasers learned, " would, the :ale.' ~hen at last and after 1;11any lmpor- tl..ok we u µ to the to)l of the clock tower of , 
lapse as ls beyond all precedent, moment the first sod was turned, quad- d umtics he "'.as prevailed upon t-0 fix a . e town I dwelt In, when, making a half. 
he total irevenue for Port Phillip (Vic. ruple the value of the sections. when pro. J t:Y· and did fix a day, I know 1 CJrcle with his arm, he said:-

in 
alf- • 
all 

ia) lo 1851 was .e380,000, but when the bably In a few years not a foot of the e - estate was under water, "Do you see all thO\!e_ many houses, and 
r 1852 c;losed t-he revenue had reached ground would be parted with at a less and that the purchasers were rowed the 14nd they are built on 1,. 

,577,(XKJ: In1853theamount was more / prlcethan'atsovereignsplacededgcwayson ~vcr the section!'! which they had _ I~id, "yes"; and asked him what 
n doubled, This caused an extravagant along the frontage." I ou~ht by fisherm~n! who chai·ged each was· hf's object in putting the question. 
01t a wilful expen<liture on the part of Scores upon scores of such announce- I P.0 ~_chascr four slullmgs n-head for the "My object is tO tell you, for I know it 
Gov~p~n~nt, while to 'ollow suitl ments would appear week after week and "18

' a nd_ troub!c t hey encountered. \\~hat _ tAi•t ·there is not on~ of these properti~ 
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vate lodiv1duals indulged lo all the from month to month throup:h the Jong ' I am lteie c; to.t rng I s l!'.tP upon aut hori ty 1 a11.d·the ·1a.nd they are built on but is 
sines• which were procbrable for money, years, and the sellers always found dupes j heean;,e I k new the al:t c~ioncer who con ' , mQrtgaged to the extent of its value, and 
upon credit, one or the o~her-lt was no for buyers. I will, as a type of a ·1 such ducted fhe Sl\le-kJJ.ew him j,n tact 11-8 we11 1 at fall ctUTent loJ;erest." 
tter which. · Ri,.ilway projects were sales, show the nature of tf:ie "estate"laaiknowmyself;-butithlnk It ls only "And " 'ho," I asked, "are the people[ 
rted tpto being ~o 18ii2; a Jiuc from here. brought under notice. It was a f~lr on his behalf to state that he was en- I who have found the money to advance I 
lbourne to Sandridge was commenced 11ect1on of three hundreil and forty acres of hrely guided by the misrepresentation f · upon mortgages 1" . 
1853; the Melbourne and Williamstown l~nd, bought 1ome years previously by a the ~Hvner of the property, and had ~:n I "They are men," was the answer, "who 
e shortly after; t~e Gcelong and Mel- rich sq na tter at a Government land sale, 

1 
capt.1vated by the beautiful plan submitted. for the most part never bought a foot of l 

urne about the same tiine. Surveys for at the upset price of 20s an acre, and, to him. ground when the land fever raged. They 
o grand trunk lines were made; one to COn«equently, the property cost the owner There wns no mistake aboat those days · are men who tmsted to the profits of their 
tlemalne and Sandburat from Mel- Jost £320 pounds. It ~as situatod on the I Hund~d U1>on hundreds of _estate~ business t o make a pile. They added sove-

urne; another to Ballarat from Geelong. banks of the - - river, near to Lake / were du1poaed of, buyers sehlom or never reign to sovereign, and .stuck fas t to what 
e cost of these two lines was estimated -. But the purchaser, when he taking the tronble to view tlie lands they made, and now these men have-good 
two millions of Q!Oney. Prospectu11es came to enquire about the real value and offered . for sale. They bought as 8 ' sound incomes, and most of them wear 
railways, with Gcwerament guarantees n.ature of his land, learned that In winter speculation to sell again, and those who 1

, very plain clothes indeed, and don't keep 
without Government guarantees, filled time or during a freshet In the river his bo11ght Gf themdid it for the same purpose. baggies." 

e columns of all tile Vlctodan journals. property was under water, and that the The b~nks w.ere to blame for much of all I ~ave not quite done with the land 
.,, ow was the time when speculators cut fishermen threw their nets in and caught the ~tld, mad specuJatJoh prevaUing at mania yet. 

their large areas of laad into In fi sh for the market. So the owner to . thet1me. Andthisishowltoameabout·- iTn h.£a11Jfu.,,,,,i11 
itealmal allotments and fools bought whom the purchase l)lOney was as nothing, I A land speculator would oay at a Gove~n- BY SNYDER, 
em. ~herever a rallwaY. line was to thought no more of his section until 185.1, n;ient 18:nd sale as might be, I will say, 
mmence there was a f'urious demand for when the land mania was raging in a su or eight half-acre town sections, prob· , No. XUj • 
tiona; wh~rever one was to terminate manner wondcrftd and fearful to think ably. at a very stiff figure. He would I --

e same mad desire was manifested. upon. Then It was, that duriag fine dry I obtam ' the amount of purchase money BL.\OK TBURSDAY.-FIRE AND FLOOD. 
hereYer a station was to be placed weather he placed the land in the hand" from the bank he dealt with by giving th !he sixth day of February, of the year 
din Its lmmediat.c Ticluity was eagerly of an auctioneer, a surveyor, and 8 , Government receipt and afterwards th: !Sal, ls marked in the "memorabilia" of 

ught for. Then afterwards land sec- draughtsman. Then, too, it was that ' Government conveyance bv wav of \el"ery Victorian almanac, published from 
:is in the towns and centres where the 1being a mc~ber of the Assembly, hell security. Tlten,allowlog tbathehad.£2000 that time up.~ the present, wit,? these 
lwayswere to l'elMlh came In demand got a brother member to ask the hon· forhislandhewouldcutituplotoeip;hteen t.w? words,- BLACK THURSDAY. Those 
d were sold at per foot at such prices ,the member at the head of the Govern- or twenty feetlrontages,anddispose of the hvmg then. ~ho .live now and were 
only people aftlleted with an unconquer- ment whether Ministers wero favour. whole by auction, perhaps for ten or fifteen dwellers In Victoria, will carry in their 
le greed for pin would have given, ·ably disposed to encourage the constructionJ thousand pounds. He would get this enor- memories the awful. surroundingo;i of that 
ils wild demand tor land at the railway of a branch line of railway connecting the I mous price by the terms on which the land day-a day upon which hundreds of happy 
rmlal and stations, and along the pro- Rallarat main trunk railway with the was o1fl'red for sale. These were generally homesteada were destroyed almost as it 

llne 11\lgeated. k> the land sharks western district, terminating in tbe flrstl that one fourth of the purchase money 

1 
i were In the twinkling of an eye; when, as 1 

e tdea al creating imaginary rallways Instance at or nPar to or upon a Governi should be paid in cash, and the remainder ' far as sight could reach, travelling 1 

d Uley were eieated on hlichly-coloured' ment alienl\ted section koo\vn as the_, by bills extending over twelve months a I onwardll and onwards, over blackened i 
ntly ornamented, cunningly devised estates. Then it was that the hon. · good title guaranteed by the seller to tbe land: which "crackled" under the tread of I 

ps an<l plans, for which surveyors member at the head of the GoYernment buyer when the last acceptance was n_ien s feet, WM seen and felt the destruc
raagbkmen, and water-colour arti ~ said Ministers were only too happy (I~ entered. This was the bait and a safe , tive results of the great conflagration of 
ere handsomely paid for preparing. u a euaTe atcents) to become the medium 0 bait! for it always took. Then the that day and the night which succeeded. 
au polllle88ed three or four hundred acres encouraging all rail way enterlJrise, an orlp;mal owner of the land would place It was then that tens of thouilands Of 
ewamp or scrub, be· would divide It that so soon as the plans were laid before these acceptances in the hands of his bank sheep lay blackened carcases on the wide 

to half and quarter acre sections; peg the_ House the Government would g ive man.ager, who would disco.mt a large pro- extent of plains over which tbe relentless 
t a reoierve for a church at one corner, a therr proposals their fullest and mo!'tl portion of them, and tho money from which element had expended a11 Its fury. H alf a 

arket-house at another, a Mechanics' attentive consideration. It was then that he would use in more land buying to mince million acres of grass and herbage had been 
stl"1te at another, a reservoir at an- two or three weeks afterwards anotherJ up Into pieces, to sell upon the same consumed In leas than twenty-four hours. 
her, with a railway reserve of perhaps hon. member rose from hie sea t in the ' terms as he did the last. Theo, aga;in Homesteads. occupied by the now wealthy 
ree-quarters of an acre in the middle Houc1e and asked the hon. gentleman who those who had bought from the owner did and prospermg squatter were by the fell 
en In and surrounding the prcwerty tci managed the Department of Railways not try to build or to cultivate. They awoop of the fire Ignited rear and front, 
sold (on the plan) were beautiful green what had been done In connecting the °?ught to se.11 again, and they invariably and the attempt to quench the flames 

eadows upon which ca: tie would be seen ftlafn Ballarat t runk line with the western did sell agam at a profit-but then the could only have resulted in a miserable 
azlng, while Intervening between the district, terminatln ii: at the junction of the profit and a gre:it portion of the original death to those who made it. More misery, 

encllled ontllne of the distant vista - estate, the rich agricultural lauds cost was lo acceptance. This was of no and suffering, and terror were concentrated 
ould be art'8tlcally depict.ed some charm adjoining which only awaited tho opening consequence, for the banks would meet a In those few hours than my pen can des
g laachJ:ape seenery. Then again. up of oommunlcatlon for the plough anct large nmount of the paper. Not a man erlbe. It was on that day when he who 
indlng tltroqb green mead~ws and spade to be employed by thousands ot who dabbled In land but made money-on now ranks among the very wealthiest of 

rosslng 11-..era with picturesque banks hardy and Industrious agriculturists. It paper. I will give an instance which will , tt.laod and stockholders of New Zealand, 
ould be llrawn In bea11tiful curves a lllne was then that the hon. gentleman at the serv~ to illustrate a thousand cases. At 1 land whose name ls honoured in our Coun- . 

f >'allway with a locomotive a nd carriap;es head of the Rall way Department rose and the tr mo I speak of I bou11;ht'two half-acre cUs, saw hla farm buildings destroyed so 
tandlng b;fore a corrup;ated station of said the Government to which he had the ser.tious in the suburbs of. Chllwell ln tho quickly that he had scarce time to save • 
arge size and elegant proportions pl:m ted honour to belong were only too anxious town of Getilobg. I paid two hundred the ehlldren who had been born to him 
n the centre of the estate, which the that the undertaking should be com. pounds for them- one third In cash, the = tbe time wh~n he went upon his land, 
uctioneer In his advertisements would menced, but the plans had only been in! balance by my acceptance at nine months. b b~ith his wife ~n a bark hut, until 
nnounce in small and large Rolllan ~ part submitted to M.tuiaters. These, so far In a fortnight I sold the two sections for e • little by little, and bit by bit, 
pltals and Italics, "one of the most vain- as they went, met with their entire ap- three hundred and fifty pounds, one third th:::f~ &beer lnd~atry and long waiting 1 · ble, one of the moat unique, one of the provaL Then it was that tlae papers took 1 cash, and the balance at six months. The ra t ~ somethmg worthy of striking 
andest properties of which he had ever up the question, and somehow orotheran· ' buyei· within a month (the valae of Chil- :he artist 11 eye. . Not only was his dwell· : , 

had the honour of being entrusted with llounced that the first sod would be •ell sect~na having suddenly "jumped") b~g conaumed, with all that it contained. • ; 
for unreserved, unconditional aud pei·- turned on the 21st .Ja,nuvy next and by sold for eight bundredpounds--one fourth t hla stacks resolved themo;ielves into ' . l 
emptory sale, as the owner of 'these mag. reference to the advert~t I ftnd tbatj cash, t he balance by three, six, nine, and aabea, his barns fell In a whirl of flame, l ! . 
nlflcent sections was about proceeding to the whole of the Joyvilte estate wae eighteen month3 bills. The buyer gave a his fencee were long lines of living fire, I : ..... 
Barope. The lanel had been so artistically announced fol' ~he 31st JMGeaiber or abo1tt/ thousand pounds apon bllls extending and only tile land, which the flames could ' 
Jald oa.t, that It waa equally suitable three weeks before the t1111Jtng 0 j Wte 6;;tj oYer two years. I am not goln~ to trace not destroy, was left. And what i 1 

wbe*her tor the noble manaion of the mer sod of the W811tern bllaqcb oL tbe 1P"9Ml these t wo sec.'tlons •ny further, beyond happened to him happened to many; but 1 1 

chant prince, the neat cottage of the Ballarat trunk line. , Baying they o;iubsequently sold for twelve :1thln six months of all the fearful des- 'j 
humble and hard-working mechanic, or 1 The sections on the ~t day of the aale~ hundred pounds when the lbM'ket waa at c~ the Ballarat ROldflelds were dis. 1 
the mot'9 pretentious residence of the well- averaged throughout about £t lOa per~tts height. Five years after with two. T81'8d, and a &eneral prosperity followed I (. 
to-do tradesman 811 a surburban retreat frontap:e, the term,s oJ sale being b1l&:-tlh three-roomed brick cottages 'erected on . w~la rapid lootstej>s upon ruin: 

1
1 i 

a..'ter the dally cares and harassments of cash, one-third by an acceptance ab them, t hey were disposed of at stxt;r..ftve I hick Thursday can never be effaced 
the long business hours of the day,, months, and the balance at sh: witil eijJla pound" a -piece. Here was an acreofSltb'ar from my memory. Early In the mornin111: I · 
"But," eontlnued the advertisement, " i~ - 1per ~ntum per anaum lntere~t added, tao ground, ltslntrlnsfcvalue beingperha.,;; I ;'* would be about 7 o'clock - the· • 
'l!fl!llJ.!1'-lml!"'t?Jl!ll · ductmg auctioneer's commistlon adr a hundred pounds, having gone through l lad, which had throughout the night , J 
!-'!l . . ' ' Rn many hands that there were over a ! been blowing from theeastward, suddenly i, ' 

. . , . changed.4U1Cf came direct from the north- r U 

' . ' :1-:(:\' 


