
;J' • 's face was to ie rec, l i.!!~!i~l~~~~~~liljtJ~'~iiiili~liii~iiiiiiiiiii~i~~iildi~~:~~~J:~ !~~ikh~ :~s ~1~:0:~ighly secured. by the ~~~ri11~~ ~~!t~h~c mvoTuntarliy. Her oosom _ _ 

:~t1 b°;lll~l~::g~pp~~· ~~~~~h ot!ll~c~-tti~ I ~~~~~ ~~~y ~~s~~a;'f~~p~:::i~;~foh!~ ::1~~~;ri!fni,o~~;~t~o~~:g~~;o:17t~£1 ::~~ ' ~:t t~:ad;atoesJv~.neH~~!is.~~=:: 
rotmcl 1.:is hii!:!eff t~t tl:~e l~: c~:~·ee~ ~~:id~red woman.a O~e 'who~u~ ;~·o:!~ ~1~~th:~~f:r!~;loi~~usth~~st~~e/:~~~7 ~s publle-houses, ~::ia~ro~~gtoes~ag:~ 
~l~sP.!~e of the desperate. st~·uggles he made! man t~in ;>~~~If~vh:aken a more powerful !having bronght the refnse of _many d~t10d M~~tb!::h~ \:nte and lived in them in th•J 
to free himself. Then sitting down am~ng ~ - o ve com~ff :;_ven second. alities together, leadmg ~o crrme a? ee s eatest diacomfort. WheD there "al no &> 
the men who. made room for me, and tell.i.I1~ ''George," said the woman, You _leave of violence, outrage, d1so.ruer, r10t, and fent for sale canvas was purohased. and the 
tham who I was, I enquired about th!'. pr1- ,.faat man to me." Don't none of yo~ rnter- ~uy other evils. I am ne~ther philosopher seams rou hl sewn together .,.ere made to 
soner the had. got, and _asked wh.at 1 t all fere, or it will be the wors~ for !um that nor ~irnlist, but I know this much : I know serve the g ~ se of ahelter. W~en ae 
meant. X \Yell, mate,'' said one next ~o me,, does. You go down to the sh0gle heap, and that the [liscovery led to a yoor colony b\ more canv! ~in the market, ".'-'1ico awl 
with bared arms and open breas~, br~~1ze~ b_Y I don't any of you com~ back till you are told. corning a ri~h one, and ultimately t\hgrerd blankets were used as a makeshift.. M:i 
years of exposure to sun and wmd, this is Th.is man has servecl little Sue worse than I one . antl I ai.;_'l know, that before t e 0 d slept nuder trees or at the lee 11d-' 1! 
what it is and wht\t it means. That fc~ow shall serve him, but I don't mean that ~e rc~i~ie of coloniai ]ife "'.as broken up, jn slaughter-houses ~r wools~eds, or ot •er 
we have hard and fast, and mean to ],~ep shall ever do the like to another womans an' thur made to tu.: its viace, a re re ro h buildings in the distant suburbs. 
him lrnrd and fast until we have clone with child, for a good bi' of time at least. of :\Jsorder prevailed, sni.~' as none. ~ut t t e P~ovisions rose to fabulous prices on the 
him ~ame over here the day ~fifore yester- "Cgme away, mate," said the father, li vmo- vntnesses of the time can pie ure 0 diggings -eggs were fifteen shilling& • 
cfay' frem tke Bu~cl~ sta~10n, and. a~ks spea~ing to me. "Com~ aw;y, all of :y:ou,; theu~elves. . . . '\Searl dozen ; 'Hour, two shipin_ga a pow1d; 
whether we could give him'.!' JOb of splittrng it will be much b_etteI. ;No";'~ o~~ girl', G•ilcl in Victona was cl1scoverec. t ~ the four-pound loaf, weighing two po~ I 
shingles, as he hatl lef~ his pl~ce and was said the m~n, turrung to hi;; wife! thi.re ~ as April, 1850, at Bnmbank; some ":', and a-half, four shillings; tea,, .eigh~ 
out of work. ViTe told him we chu not want .to be not~mg more than th1s-mmcl that, mouths later, at Mount Alexander; ~ shillings a pound; sugar, three shilling&• 
a hand, but if he was hard up h.e conic~ stop and he-pomted to the ,~ho~g on the grou~d. July, at Buninyong'; and at Balla.rat, m & li>ottle of aqua.re gin, a ~uf:~ brandy , 
a week if he liked, 01: a,fortrnght for that "Go on, all of yc_m, said the woman! .or Sc itember, all in the same year. (rank oiaon), twenty-five s . .. On• 1 
matter. His tucker. chcln t matter to us. , I shall put an a~e m t~e skull of the villam, !.;-0 sooner had tl.e news ext1;nded to the shee ~ natter, whose run waa within fiv.e 
'Yell, he stops that mgh!; and a part of _yes- and fin~sh ~he JOb qmcker than any of you neighbouring colonies than men rn thousands mile!' ofq Goldan Point, Ballarat, I,iad culti· 
tcrday, when .my woman asks him 1f he would6like. . lauded on the shores of y1ctona, ~onvicts vated two acres of cabbages, for wwter feed 
minded going clown to the cre_ek for a couple Then, the father. takrng the lead, we froui TMmania, ex-convicts from New for his cows. He turned them to better 
of buckets of water 'i He said. of cours~ he walked away the chstance of some three South Wales, free men from Southern account, for he solrl the w~ole at one 
would; and the woman tells !nm her ht~le hundred yaI"Cls, but b~fore we had and 'Vestern Australia, and settlers from shill.i.Iig and t"\'l'opence a. head all round, the 
!rid would go anu shew him where the clip- got as far as the shingle heap we New Zealaiul. Every clay brought clown . rcha.ller to take them away a11 he wanted 
pina place was. The girl ain't much more heard the piercing screams of the wretched I fresh accounts of m'w discoveries, which fhem and to pay for them as they were 
tha~ eight years old, ai1d the. creek lays prisoner mingling wit~ the curses of the further helped to heighten the general excite- take~ a.way. I forget now ho'Y much money 
about three hunclretl yards dovm m the bend w?man. He was prayrng ~or m~rcy, but he meot to a pitch that men ~an wild ~hrough this squatter realised out of. hia two acres of 
of thehollow. 'Veil, you see, mate, thetwoliacl llll"ht have prayed to a flint with as much the thoroughfares proclaurung to each other cabbages but I th1uk, he told me 
been Mvay more nor half an hour when my hope of obtaining what he as~ecl for. 'l'his tho Ya~t riches which were awaiting bo~rs:en four and five' hundred pounds. Car
woman J.wrins to wonder what hatl becoi;1e continued for perhaps ten mmutes. The them on one or other of the new fields. .e w to the Ballarat diggings was, at the out
of them, '~pecially of the girl. So she waits shrieks of the wre~ch we.re terrible a:i they Geelong, the neare~~ to_wn to the w:este~ :;:g~ unds a ton, then twe~ty, then f?rt~, 
a bit longer, and then ~he go~s clown to tho reached us clown m the hollow, while the gol•lfields, and the•'distncta.surroundin~ it, asdendi~ rapidly to fifty, s1xty, until it 
creek to see w~at keepmg of em. And t~en cur~es of the wom~n were even l?,ude~-, .were deserted by all. the ;male dwel ~rs. eventuall reach one hundred pounda per 
she sees her child rollmgon yhe bankmgreat shriller, and more fierce. "George, said ·Men had !,'1.ven up their ordinary pursmts. to at ~hich figure I have seen a m.er
pain, and ci·ying dreac!fully. But she doesn't one of the m~n, "we. don'.t want mm:de~ ~ SJ.c·ihe-d• left their floe.ks to the prey of t~e ch~~t engage a score of drays-humble ~nd 
see no mt\n. It wasn t very long before she ancl murder is what it will come to if wiJ,[ uo<1s. BullfJck drivers =yoked their bmissive in manner for fear of offending 
makes the whole affair out. ~?, you know ain't stopped. There's been quite enoug; teams, a-;d, Jeavmg their wo?l-laden drays :he dray owners. The distance. betwel'.11 
what that was ij):ie mad.e out? ~keel the doue." . ~ 011 the road, procured a pick or shovel Geelon to the Balla.rat towns~p, be 1t 
man passionately, as he placecl. an iron _gnp And we turned back and walkecl qmckly, 10 ~· 1 " t; 11 di-h, aocl made. for the nearest known g was just fifty-seven miles. But 
on my arm. "'Yell, never mmd guessmg; , the tree,_ where the l)risoner hacl been .ho .1d. diggings, or for ground which for the hour then the roads 1 
I will tell you what my woman mt\de out. The shirt had been torn from his 1<'lck was in highest f~vour. Lawye~ forsook 1 have seen where a creek had to be 
She made out that . that ;man-that fel- clown to the waist, _where it hung in rib ons. their offices, leaving clients wit~ suits pend- crossed as m~y aa two hundred drays 
low, you know, ~s is chamed t~ a tree, The flesh ?f the miserable wretch, from. the ing over them; clergymen ~heu· congrega- brou ht to a sudden stoppage. The bul· 
and will be charnecl . until he is don nape of his ne?k _uown';~rds, had received tions. Captains moored the_1r vessele to the lock-~rivers would then help each other 
with, had abused that girl, t\ncl after she wa. an a"'.fi~l mutilation; Ihe flesh was of a whan•es or anchored them m the offing, ~or by coupling ten or t1>.'elve, and even twenty, 
well-nigh killed he leaves her and makes o!f. clark·hv1c~ colour, with purple streaks ,ancl their crews had deserted them; the police '"8 of bullocks ~) get a drar-load of 
I ain't going to tell you what that man chcl k~1ots raised by the dreadful blows in- th.rewup their sit.uat1ons; as did clerks, store- pa..,,_ -lrawn througt ft'ur ~eet of thick mu.a, I 
who is ch<iiHed to that tree, but I suppose you tl1cted. There was some but not much men and overlookers. Custom-house ~nd good~ . steep ban~· m front of it. 
are not so young but that you can guess. 1 

, blood. The punishment misht have been. Gov~rnment ofl:icers threw up thetr a.ppo1;0t- and up .._ ~mali t<rl\ nships known M 
'Voll that's what that hang-cl~g dul. The Ji less terrible had more flowed. vYhen we monts; trade~men "ere con.pellecl t? llllnd Betw~n th~ Bn ·ir>yt~", a diatance aome
girl is in the hut, aml ~·e don t. know yet II came up _th~ man's head hacl fallen. back. t' i ·ir own >ops, their emJ>lo;ees .bavmg lef~ Moredith anc ... n ;n•~(t;;, a ~ounted con
whether ehe is going to ltve or die. \Yhen towards his nght shoulder. He was msen- them withdrit note or warning. l ont a to~ when about font t~ at.,,, '(It• ties at Geelong 
my wom:in tells rne what had happened, the sible, and his cries had ceased. The woman,. men threw do"l'<u tt1• 1 to .. s a.nu w~nt ~ft; 11table retrled to:•: '11 0~1 'y · three h1U1dred 
i;ix of us knocks off w01·k, and, getting on exhausted and prostrate t}irough her fury,. oon tr~c-~o 9 fnll<'w~•' , i th ir wake, l.:anu~ that he a~~Jt~("t li~U~c~ and hol'Bl!llJ. 
the man'~ track, it wasn't very long before was staggering, thong still in hand, towardS; arge jol:>s unfiuish~d. Doctors left thld dead and yu~~":Ylll.Jf ·~ laden aa. d unlad~ 
we came upon him, and we collared a piece of cleatl wood to rest on. (!patients while patientir, under the go besides over t1ftity~~:; ,~;re "brob u or t~ 
him and there he is chained to a tree; "George," she said, as we came up. "I fever pronollllced. themselves aufficienily re- tlie w~eels .0 

..,, l:lt:>Dle of the Ca\ ~le b I 
aml' there he will stop till we have clone thiuk I have <lone for him. Let him clown; cove;ed to make for the goldfields '!'here shafts lll Bp~ter~.OD while others ~d be 
with him, aml we ain't clone with him He's hacl qnite enough for the present." were no men left to reap the CroPs or pre- died from e ~:1!ilsery by \he summaa."V P 1 
yet." I told the man-the others had never I thought that he had ha.cl too much for l:i&::e the soil for the succeeding harve11t . and put out of. theb ll t sent thl'l>1lgb flie .. ~ 
spoken a word-that it woulc~ be. his duty the present, antl. quite enough to serve him great fears were felt of a coming f~e. cesa of a n~eknifee drawn acrOlllt the t.bft,. 
to hand the prisoner over to Justice. for a long hfe- tlllle, for when the thongs ~'or while men first in hundreds and or a aheat. here there waa little or i.. ·~ 

"Justice, tlo you say, m;i.te ·1 Justice lives which bound him had been cut, and the later still in thou~ds were pouring in, the <?a the Pwru;• b ~ of broken drays Mrved . 
clown at n~elbourne, whicl~ rneans a four 1fay3' chain rollnd his bo~ly had. been unhoo)rnd. ships that brought the~ brought not tile pro- trmber, the< e fues. It was a wild aig)a 
tramp, with a imsoner m _charg~. If w,e the body fell heavily to the grouncl w1th a visions and nece81!aries which were to provide feed the ~m{lhed the digginga. . ~ 
cl.icln't let him.escape, Ju_st1ce might. Its tht1cl. A flour-sack was thrown over the forthei!UppOl"toftlleeomers. wheno:t~~undreda of fires. illUtl1lJU!o 
such a c1ueer thmg is Justwe wh~n you are raw flesh .of the back to keep away H11.ppily there Wllll" no famine; but At g d Before turning m at n1 1 only a lot of bushmen. \Ye don t mean to the blow-flies, and then the men, ask· crime in its moet hideous form raised its the ~oun · ld discharge their revolvllllt 
chance Justice, ai1u that is just all about it." ing me to go with them, went to dinner.. hands to stay to- rob to plnnder and the di~3ers W:~her to fresh load and ca1 

"Then,'' I said, "what do you propose ta During the whole of the sitting tbere devastate. Sc~ ei the moat deplora· and n es, ei a caution to prowlers anc 
do with him?" were not a dozen words spoken, and these did ble character were ef every day and them, or, 8;;8 bullet would be employed fJ 

":wen, mate,_ that's whiit we ht\ve been not relate to what had happened.. After the every night and an uiaht occurrence. rob_bers,::ks~ Then the inside. of tents , 
talkma over. ) ou see the ne.u woman over • meal was oYer, the husband, with myself, Bands of marauders prewled tarough the resis!cia f a.Ii 

0 
and canvas were lighted up 

there,"' don't you '1 "'eJ.!-, that's my wif~. went to see .w.hether the misl'.rable siD;ne cliggings, robbing tente, stealing the gold form th~ sba~owe of men' and women P~ 
·we !~'.Ive 01~y o~e bel~ngmgto us, and t~t\t s was d.eacl or hvmg. He was aliv~ and J?St, from the i·ich holes, and cOlllillilting o~t- 1 and:n to take their night's sleep wouldJ 
the girl. wh\ch is laym~ m the hut. rhe co1:1sc10us. He askeu for :vater m :i. ~a~t rai:es upon persons and prop4!rty with ~;non the transparent w!"1s, so that 
same girl that that fellow at the tree voice, aml t~us I brought h,rm m a !;'l\nll,1.kin, the greatest impunity. Law wae pro11trate. th h lder coulQ. see from without allJ 
uicl the worst any man can do for aml placeu it to his mou.h, the whole o.t' Crime triumphant. Murders ..-e com- e 0 . ..,,. thin. Gradually the ru 
a girl, and · he oughtu't to be allowed which he drank aml then inst~ntly fell back.. mitted with the mOBt atrocious Sllrtoundings, was passilcf ce~e to il.R.JD.e, and a.esu f 

I to li VP. five minutes after he was taken holtl in a swoon. By my clirectiO\l some buc:\l;et~ while to this hour the perpetraton\ll of them firbd w~u ed glare. Aftt:r a little lo 
of. I was for hanging him up to t\ tree and of water were brought aml po\1~·e(l O\"C:\' have not been discovered. One criline which su ne \d smoulder out, and all 1 
learin" him to illy in the sun after his neck the lacerated and qi1ivering tlesh, to allay the might among 11Uch lawless bands h'\ve been tJ:i~)i " 0 fark Now was the time 

11 hatl been brokeH, but. my mates say it burning agony. '.l'hen a blanket was bl'Ougl1t supposed to be commou, did not come' to the f.1~c :'fck~ra" · emergtd from. their co ~ 
wouldn't clo. ::lo, " contmuetl the father of and covered over the body. 1'."o work v-a~ front. There was, so far u my ntBmory 0 5: rob the rich claims, to m 1. the rninecl child, his features assmmng a • clone that clay, and w~ went to rest a.bou serves me, during the first thr11e years of the men ~ upon such tents aa uU 
grim smile, "aucl so, young fel~ow, ~y \ sundown. In the morumg, on going to th gold discoveries, no outrages comn:iJlted on d r:a_ the most defenceleu, and to .co 
mates think we had better leaYe tins man rn &pot, the w1·etchecl sufferer was not thore. respectable women, and not a few of 8bE, ... o:aly too oftc atteJide4 -.7-~ pj 
chm·ge of the girl's mother for the matter of He had, as we supposed, crawled away, bull these were living isolated by tbe~vee, ro _.,, 
fifteen or twenty minutes, and all we shall whither none took the trouble to find out. earning large piles of money in takting in 
leave her is this here." '~'he " this he'.e" Tlll'ee week~ after the boLly of a mai1 was washing at the small char&e of 168 a ~n, 
was produced, and cons.1sted of a tluck discove\·ed dead at a .water· hole three miles counting a pair of 10Cks as two imticlee. 
strip of harcl bullock-hulc, about seven I uistauce from the sphtters' camping-grmmcl~ With all the edravagance of those day•1 ve:y 
feet Jong and as witle as a man's two fingers. ~Iuch of the flesh hatl been eitten away b few pairs of sock• were given out tQ gold· ~ 
It was cl~ublecl to rednoe the length to ~ne- l wilu clogs, and none knew who the man wa fields laundresses. Oae prostitute, I \t-?ol
half ; and the shr.rp edges . of th!~ ;ernble or how he came by so terrible a death. lect well, and remember it DOW ~th a faeling ( 
thol,lg were as hard nearly as ~on. . You see'. '.l'here " 'ere some- myself among the others akin to horror, had _her bead. liierally bat
mate '' said the man, "this affair belongs -who vent\lred to make a guess. tered in by a Califonuan gold-digger. He• had 
more' to the mother of the girl than anyone The other c11.se of J,ynching which I "·a committed the murder with a leather belt 
else; so we mean to leave ~he !llan and her wit_ness of assu1:11e~ a ludicrous feature, filled with gold dus~, which he wore ro\ 111d 
together• a,nd, look here, it will be worse which I may tell m 1ts place. his waist. The violence used caused the 
for :you, ~r 1i1110:1 el§c, to iutcr!cl'O I=. wl1e.t1 .1.t.KM.l.N l:3GlNCES IN 1'HE LIFE OF belt to bul'l!t open, an.a the wretched womif's 

we have come to." I knew that with theil I A COl.JONIAL JOURNALIST to fe:ce and upper portion of ~eh 1f::1{e'
1 
wa:d 

passions aroused any expostulation on m~ ~ • discove~ed, was covered wit was at90n I 
nart would h;i.ve led to my getting knockel 1 small pieces _of gold. T!1e ruffian . ,, 
!Qn the head or thrown into the creek by on No. VIL ' afterwards se~d aad chamed to a li!~e, u!)~ 

h d I "d hin' he could be given up to the authonties, wut 
or ot er of the me~, an sai not g. [BY '' SNYDKR. "] he escaped during the nigM and was no more 

' The?-, after a mmute or so, the father THE OU1'BREAK OF THE VICTORIAN GOLD· heard of. Within three hours after the 
t~e girl called the women to come .. over I FIELDS. murder the body of the wretched woman, 
~. ancl the order was obeyed.. ~ow, TH~ h~story of the Victorian gol~field11, from which lay in the tent she had occupied in 
said he to the mother of the child! Jm their nrst outbreak up to the penod of their life had been divested of the gold which 
bou understand that we don't mterf~ fullest development and subsequent decline hacl become strewed over and around' her in 

1 etwe~n you and that chap at the tre~. ' 1 ha• been written from many points of view'. 1 the rocess of the wretohed woman bein& 
are gomg to leave you two togethe1 for .o. 'l'l h b d ·1 . cl b tt p d to d th I t" d f · h" t f 1 · 1ey ave een escnue geolegical.:y, a ere ea . 
~me;. an . you can or~ve rm, .or nod o~- co1nmc1·ci:1lly, morally and socially. They Then came the crowding of too kl<wn I 
~ve. him-;-JUSt as rou ":Jte, and if you on t hav. e be.En. commented o_n from a clergvinn"'s of Geelong and the city of Melbowrne-
forg1ve him, heres this for you, and you J --- H t fi t d bled thnn trebklti · 'tt th" · l th t" p.nut of v,1<:w,from a dwger's voint of view, ouse ren rs ou , - r 
am o use no mg worser-mm< a.· • G t 9 f · then ua~ru led 1· •·elf. At l.ingth there 

The woman's look was the embodiment of .. rom a overnmen pomt o view. One q ·ii p . "" ameA however high 
•....i~1,11.1~~i!'<l•,.{ 'I' f.l J•~r writer bas told us how the dimn1rs have , ws.s scarce y a prtce n ...., _ , 

-..--~----.-~----


