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| desire, when to this I add that T was provisioned'.

|

5 § - & 7 - - — . — -—
| country but little explored. - The bleached bones,
| forming the skeletons. of men demuded of all

ranges ‘alw,
| ‘mourished m

‘flesh by wild dogs, were discovered from time to
time as the forest became more traversed and
‘srnall holdings spman‘f into. esistence. The
Macedon ranges formed a portion of this conntry,
" wild, broken, inhospitable district, timbered
with huge frees of stringy bark and white g
towering to a height of from one hundred an
fifty to two hundred feet, while the foliags
one!tree had so entangled and interwoven itself
with another that in the brightest sunshine all
was a setfled ploom. The ground, éeven in the
height of ‘a’ Victorian sumimer, was weét and
sloppy s~ but' there was 'good feed for sheep,
nevertheless, and ‘that was then, a8 now, the'
squatter’s delight.  While, after & Tong
seasont, the grass on the open lands would be

parched up and so bleached that at & distance

the plains dazzled the sight, pained the eye, and
occasiondlly cansed temporary blindness, the low
“country running towards' the thickly-timbered
ys retained as much moisture as
Here'it 'was that, under the shelter of a gunyah,’
T diwelt for several weeks in tlhe society of Four
working' bullocks, which T had to bunt up every
morning and night, and bring to the eamping
ground.” My %1 nyah was the very simplicity of
eonstrietion.  There were ‘two forked s

somé eight feet' high, ~the ends of whish were
rammed ‘into ‘the ik teni feet apart. © This
done; a' ridge-pole’ was out and made to rest on/
the forks, and over this'was thrown a tarpanlin,’
stretehed out to resemble the! top of & Novah's:
ark, ‘and ‘then: pegged down’ to’ the ground en

cither gide. ‘The spare! folds were gathered in |

at thie redr; and secured atthe bottom by » heavy «
log of timber. ' The front wasléftopenfor en-:
trance and exit. {80 mucl' donie, shests wf bark
were stripped fromithe adjoining trees; and these:
were made to overlap'each athier'on the outside. |
A ridge of hark above all, andifastened down/with
thongs out from/ & bullotk  hide, made a.
-bacheler's residence complete. . What' was de:
n
serge shirts, ‘one ‘pairiof moleskin trousers; the
same of high-low water ti two blankets, an
opossumi-skin rug, and: a<dozen dried sheep::
skins. | 'What  more-icould n reasonable ~man
for a three months' occupancy. ol doidw

My stores: consisted ‘of 'a. sack
barrel of salted beef and muiton, seme: tea,:
sugar, salt, @ supply of twist tobaceo, @ kettle,
two fin’ pannikins, a ‘three-legged iron: pot, a
frying-pan, and an income of & pound A wesk

for deing

wd see . that four working bullocks attended on

‘hemselves. poii =¥ dnad 1 |1 %
Al'man must be of an ambitiousfurn of mind

indeed who conld have wished foranything more)

than this'to make a:sta:h‘iulitdmiﬁl:} A6 P fdb
the want of society; there was solace in the pipe.:

If I suffered from enamui,- T had bibtoleccupy:
myself with the manufacture of ‘a damper; ﬂ;%
-of i

boiling of a_piece of béef, or the' prej
a ketfle of tea. For a fire, I had onlyfo yoke.
up two of the-bullocks, which would draw me
2s much dead timber in an hooras would last
me a week.' - For water, I had merely to scoop &
hole in the ground at the side-ef my bunk, and

it would gush up in-a pure crystal stream.

e 3 Bould ‘be Tulled to sleep by the
hpwﬁq'gs.uz" cs-of wild dingoes who were out
in search of she ~but: always giving the pre-

never

a feeling of nervousness whe :
t6 laten to the sniffing of the varmints as they
sneaked stealthily round my-gunyah, drawn near
biy the smell of the beef barrel, or the iron pot,
which served as a patent dish-cover, by simply
turning it bottom up, to preserve the meat
shvedimmoue?ytoptgr}mer. e iy

I don't pretend to s or everyone,
there mﬁcﬁ varieties of tastesin the world,
but I know that a bush life in = fine climate,
and ‘a large and only parﬁzslly__?ecnpled country,
has its special charms. < There is no/nécessity for
taking thought of to-morrow. There are no
bills falling due to meet, and it wouldn't be of
much consequence if there were; for one
couldn’t meet them, and the thought of a bailiff
would have given me no uneasiness whatever.

1 knew of an official in the Melbourne Customs
Department who, suffering long from ill-health,

under the recommendation of medical certificate,
obtained six months leave of absence from his’

duties that. he might obtain change of air. He

| didw’t take ship or steamer to another colony, |
"and he didn't go meandering about the country

gpending the six months' salary allowed him,
but he went on to a station, dressed as a bush-
man, and engaged himself as a hut-keeper, with
£15 wages
and hut accommodation.

‘having leit it at eleven stone eight. He was in
the best of health and the highest of spirits.

Men who have been long accustomed to bush [ & yWall, gefm‘you;m right, ' Mr. Hoyle ;
ife -ty be likened to sailors—always longing{'fut whab I come to'ask is whether it wouldn't
for a change, bub when the change has come "“be wiser for yoil to sell your ,_;iﬁon and go home
always hankering to return to their old ways "¢y your friends ¢ “T'think Tknow a buyer for it,
again. In the days L now-refer to, many men | if the tniyer'is allowed 4o know your price for it.”
' then engaged as shepherds afterwards became | " « Welt, Charley, said Mr. Hoyle,  everything

" among

| owners. Their sons at this day are the lords of
large estates, and their daughters the wives of |

o

“ficient i €pace was-compensated for by anug: | desire a share of it., The infinence of the
egsy V Emii LY 1 B aig W i
My personal: effacts ‘consisted of “two oblue |

[ deidy o) T had beent personally acquainted some years,
of (flour; a4

nothing ‘except attend upon! myseli:

for the half-year, including rations
His whole duty con-
sisted in cooking for two shepherds, shifting a
couple of sets of hurdles, and attending to his |
pwn wants, At the end of his time, he went to
| the home station, drew his money, and returned |
ta Melbourne fourteen stome twelve pounds,

3 N 5 - md_ iy £3 . 0 :
the wealthiest of squatters and | S ahiead" for iy sheep, the station and aiato & mind peaceful with calm resignation. each other. Between the men and thew

T~

| number, had emigrated from Scotland, where
| they had been engaged as herds and hinds and
| in the tending of sheep upon the large properties
| of lords, earls, and dukes. They ‘were thrifty 1
| men ; men of some education ; men ever watch-
| #ul and careful of the interests they had been
| entrusted with; men with wives, - prudent,
honest, and thrifty as themselves ; ‘men with
children reared in the love and fear of their
Maker ; men who were no eye ' servers; ‘but
would tend a lambing or a shearing seasonas if
the sheep or lambs were their own property, in-
stead of that of their employers. They bar-
ined less for wages than for being allowed a
small share of the increase of the flocks, which
| with good and thinking employers was allowed
them, Presently these men would become the
owners of a hundred or two of ewes, with a few
rams. Then their little flock would in time in-
\crease to five hundred, and 50 on to a thousand.
Following on this, they would travel in search
1lof a bit of unoccupied country, which they
~would take up under the then existing squatting
| regulations, and after years of patient waiting
| and steady industry would come to rank mmong
| the wealthy squatocracy of the day, They

! were returned members of Colonial Parliaments, | isn't: that it ¥''You say yes Well] what I syl told that about eight miles to the soutl, of
\'~ad became_men of great mark, noted for their | i% that [ am f.lia’l:{e_:}'ga“,,' r. Hoyle. 'This here guambying ground there was a small cn].tru
s » S e e 10 y the hw;ar,.knm-nﬂgiuang_ splitters and fencers—men who were gl
e f_&‘isﬂ_ ; their gn :50‘*‘“ .y W:'l mwhen “in drawn up fdir, square, «conviets from Tasmania— conditionally |
| and fo¥ mshalgk m\r:smn& ]?‘_-};10 h:‘: Squats | gpraightforward, 9-'8"1__5(11 Cand deli eredyll doned men, who were at liberty to live 8
| ﬁg rﬁmf,o o e m Egg w.t_ i t': I‘WIQ;% ~and po ion of the station i¥ handed overtol| where in the colonies, but not allyye
m the Doffom of the er to Pmo __,-me,-.mythmibemg-mgulm 77067 TR O | leave under penalty of forfeiture of tl;
| rung, they wave selfish. They would not part In a fortnight the old whaler was in charge o ¥ Al

| with an acre of sheep-run to allow Zhe filler of |
the soil to cultivafie it. For many a long year |
I the squatter had his swn way, but publicopinion |
and the public will at last, as it slwaysdoes, |
prevailed, and the sheep farmer holding acdes of |
fine s0il, by the tens of thonsands, upon a mere
nominal aunual rental, had to give place to tlie |
agrienlturist, The squatter in Victoria, if Met
now desires to hold his land, must buy it-in fee
simple, in competition with others who may

squatoctacy is fast becoming @ power and an,

abuse of the past. X R

|/ " How shrewd, clever men, possessing neither |
education: nor money, became possessed of large

| estates i those I will relate-an instance.

| Itvis only one of several which have come under

‘miy notice.. The man I refer to, and with whom

landed in' Hobart Town in 1844 frous a-whaling,

tea, | ship. His *“lay” amounted to something under {

£40. With: this he worked his way to Port
Phillip (Victoria), where he engaged hinaseld as
| shepherd to = squatter in the Western distriet
of Geelong, Here he served two years, and by
hard saving addid: £60 to the £40 already. it his
possession. - This man could: do no more than
1 just: read, and sign hiz pame. With a hundimd
pounds hie started a small bakery in Greelongy
and it was here he:showed his powers of turning.
an honest-earned y into a pound sterling.
He did not solicit the: custom of honseholders or'
of tradesmen, excepting only to a very small ex-
tent. ' But he went to a eolony of brickmakers,
|| lueated on the banks of the river Barwon, in the
suburbs of 'the town. These men and their |
families he supplied with bread, tea, sugar, and,
A 1 think, grog, taking no money, but bargaining

to receive payment in bricks. For every sixteen
shillings were debited with he received a

thiousand bricks, and these he dizposed of to
builders at twenty-five !hallinf for every
thousand delivered. = Afterwards he transacted
the same kind of business with bush sawyers.
He supplied them with bread, meat, and rum,
taking payment out in timber, which he agun
sold at & good profit to the keepers of timber
| yards. But he never sold the whole of his
‘| bricks, nor the whole of his timber, but, wi

| imerchant princes. 'These mien, for the greater |
n

{4 «3Yhich means, Mr. Hoyle,” mﬁ:ﬂdmlwgi

|7 «mhe terma will ‘be half eash, and the other | excepted, never make a night attack,

"

able i five: yes, at ¢ight pér oent. ferest;—

" «And how many head of sheep maylyou have,
Mr. Havlet F T4 A
Y mmupon 'ﬁeﬁﬂﬁy'ttmumd."

“of bark. My aris, a relmng axe, wit), s
1 lay down c01111i]any, fearing that ].,LP
‘morning the rascally blacks would b ,

L me for the Hour and beef after the 7
Jemmed to appreciate the luxury ;'
blankets. I did not know then what | , |
‘afterwards learned, and this was t],atm.
b Victorian aboriginal tribes, only one q
this* not have been so ordained m”
shepherd or a  hut-keeper on .-,u. :
station but would have had a spear ), rJ.L
his body, o his braing smashed in wiy, 3
~murderons waddy,  But I didn’t 111101_1
Elﬁg t}.r.cui ;wll.'l it had an effect y g;‘

sleep, produced ve: dreams 3
“me wish for the l'lsg-'l:lrgelfrk. i ng

When morning did come at last | sai

myself, haviug 1o oie else to say it ¢, ‘.1
~thils sort of thing was not in my line, 7,
~eighty miles from Melbourne and fiftee,
from the neavest station ; and as this st;;]‘
~was owned by 2 squatter who considere)
Fawkuer had robbed hini of a valualj, |
% intended to take possession of i,
o soms, 1 Knew it was very little
pathy or help 1 should get there, I laq 1

'i!twén!.j"thoupanﬂ"‘ nds all told
‘about, Now, Mr. Hoyle, what are your terms?-
How much eash do you want, and how much
‘eredit will you give for the balance 2% = =

‘remaining ‘over for' five years at eight per cent.,
(with s lien upon ‘sheep and pre-emptive right.
“Who''is the bustomer you know of as likely to:
‘mean business 1" :
Ul Why," seid the old whaler, “if you will
“tome over to your lawyer I will show him to.
you, and, 80 far as I can see, there won't be much L
di “in'the business being settled, if it's
‘business you meany and at the same time mean
doing the business'right of£” -~ =
The' shepherd and his old employer went at
onee in company. ¢ Now,” said Charley, “we
have got, witnesses to the transaction ; you want/
a ‘a-hend for your sheep, with station,
bullock-drays, cattle, and- the like thrown in,|
dow't you? Your tdrms‘are hinlf cash, and the
balanéé ‘on ‘security of sheep and pay-

his sotlonk hob 68 th Prgicy : dﬂqlﬁ:llce granted them. |

b station; one of the very hroughout| ese men engaged themselves tofqy;
o Windy Yol i, In bwaseam i 1y 0h' v fo gl Sheep s
s@wdof--ﬁvgmgﬂgw@, t.hﬁ? buila.ncoolli?g:.r pu '-hllluch I')Er weore, shingles ‘at %0, funcl
chase monéy was'paid off. In seveniyears thej thousand, aud post i 5
old whaler had eold eut for nivety SAT d poste and xalls for fe

8 housand| purposes by the hundred.  Af 4
pounds, yvhen he went home and drank hin Ehey were quiet, hard-workin: ii:l 1
ttzdeﬁth:n h:_xmmhs, !e%;mg giwifgmd family iE:‘atrions. y  the time é'zf _.t-l

inheri y. The wife married again d expired t rould e E i
and-ihe.muﬁusbana' ‘gambled his sharenw rec. shiey would ety iof iy

2 6eC ! 1 have from one hundred to a
The ﬂ]ll!dl'_Bl'l grow up into manhood and womand B,ft{‘paum,la to draw, when with the ol
llODd, hﬂt ‘how it came ﬁopﬂﬂﬁ IdO not know) in t) elirp'{)@sessi{}“’ and with theh Wi\'t,'-::
but none of them hiave benefitted in'the least byl their women in company they \wouli |
the large sums left them by the shrewd ol¢| down to Melbomme and (icel 4o
sheep-farmer, ex-whaler, and ex-convict. they would have a debanch, whic} contiy,

ndred ;

o-
|

S WAl teewd
|this hospitality they would extend i
dozen as willingly as they wonld do to
or two. The women would wash
shirts, and bathe and dress their blist4

another year's engagement, to end'in »uu,t
[By * SxYDER."]

a aore kindly, hospitable, sr by
John Pascoe Fawkner. I have deseribed [ dray, then were both men and wmen,

could be got on the ground. And 4o for 4
liveliness about my blankets and yug which

engagement  would terminate, 1o al
could obtain a supply of more delicate and

men would give him ‘ghelter and food
There is a simple bush method of relieving
but 1 know this, that if a pair of
feet, never even looking for so much

great forethought, accumulated kiln upon kiln
| of the former, and stack upon stack of the
latter. *He had stored away numerons Stacks of
‘bricks, andiover one hundred thousind ru
fest of-sawn timber: Tn 1851 bricks had risen |
from 16s. a d.to £5, and sawn timl
from 12s, per hundred runping feet to £310s,
In 1852—towards the end of it—bricks had
risen, to be worth £15 P_ejrtho_tmt], and sawn
{imber 9d. per superficial foot. Then the shrewd |
old whalér sold out, and witholit anyone know-
ing or even imagining it, accnmulated close upon
£15,000.., He_always, in his business, appeared
in an ordinary bushman's dress—drank nothing
‘| stronger ‘that tea, and fared harl every .day o{‘
his life. Bunt for years he had an object in
yiew, and this was to become possessor of the
station on which he had'been engaged as shep-
I hﬂl. ‘-- i A et wasl 4 . ¥
After thé shearing, the owner ecame to'town
"fo ldraw' against his wool with his banker, settle
¥ih his merchant, and lay in stores. ~Then it
" was the pld whaler called at the hotel he was
stayihg at, when something as follows passed :-=
é Mr. Hoyle, I suppose you have hold of the
‘Same station that T was shepherding gver for the
matterof more than twoyear 1 (L
" Yes, T hiav the saine station 3 bit T suppose
.y _m.lam w Me‘kra __n-w'i

g a8 a she ‘now.
You: hiave ‘gone into buying bricks, T am told.
[ Tewe € “rather a-risky Busnes,
Wouldi' it  be better to secépt wiges than go
Vihto 4 line of ‘trade you don't understand "

| sure

prolonged debau
LINGE SA the same was to be said of the women,
ing, ‘What happened me then I will now | fends, auc the horrible orgies they indul;
and feneers would pursue their opcupat
Why fleas should give a preference to thick |
towns. Should a man pass by with
but, in the parts I was located on there was
ant-hill and to throw them overit, Whether
thrown over an ant-hill, these vivacious

| pro So Iong a8 _ﬁies\; 1
No. X,
liearted set were to he found anywhete, 1
how, where, and in what manner I was liv- | long as the rum lasted, convetel i
whole year these small colonies off splitt
conld only have beem the result of fleas,
of another round of hard drinking in f
tender nourishment, I am quite ignorant ;
he had thovoughly recruited himself; 4
blankets from fleas. This is to find out an
“blankets dyed brown with fleas only be
fittlo

“thank you" for such kindly offices
formed. I have lived in the early

s " 1 || mafil their last sixpence was B The
REMINISCENCES 1N THE LIFE OF :
were employed mpon bush wak, |
I REFERRED in my last to a time when I was Y if Dy any chance, facilities were offered tid
relate :—For several nights T had come to be i e Do dl‘f;l'ipti
from sunrise to sunfall, n]wn.ys,:ﬁ howev
bush lands, instead of taking up their resi-
sawag.on his shoulders on the look-out fo
chﬁl{ a patch of ground that did not pro-
fleas don’t like ants, or that ants do
nippers make a rapid disappearance. Hel-
of the colony among convicts who have

they would come back and inter
A COLONIAL JOURNALIST.*

were unable to obtain  dink,
retaining possession of a tract of land for Mr. | to get up a keg of rum by some refjim
: ] 2 Fortunately it was very seldom fhat n
impressed with the conviction there was a

looking forward to the time when tl
dence in comfortable homesteads where they

job “of shepherding or hnt-keec})ing, ¢h
duce them in large self-contained colomies.
like fleas, I am not going to pronounce;
loway's pills, in conjunction with that

philanthropist’s ointment, never effected a | dergone and terrible sentences
m?}ieti?l‘ cure on the human frame than |crimesof the dye, and I can sayf
W e

after they have undergone their term of |
servitude, only keep these men from
towns and from drink and do nothi
awaken their ions, when one may
his property and his life withont fear o
taining spoliation or injury. It is true
expirees and conditionally-pardoned mer

I;?lication of an ant-hill on a flea-
inhabited blanket,

‘Well, it came about that T could find no
spot occupied by these hard-working and
mtelligent insects nearer than half a mile from
my Envate residence. Here I toek my rug,
my blankets, my spare serge shirt, and Aﬁl
that was mine in the bedding and clothing ' a t hatred to the constituted autho
line. Then I departed to indulge in dinner and for the law that was administer
where there was nothing to disturb either them, but their redeeming qualities
my digestion or my imagination. Two hours sisted in being kind to their %ellow-mau.
afterwards I thought 1 wonld stroll in the knowing what they have been and what
direction of the ant-heap, and never was| were, had suflicient econfidence to t
Robinson Crasoe more surprised at the print! themselves upon their hospitality.
of a man's foot in the sand than I was when| It wasto a body of these bushmen
I arrived on the spot to find that the whole! termined to make my way tosec wh
of my wardrobe and bed-coverifigs was I could or borrow & couple of
absent, 1 was not long in solving the kets, Striking across the bush, i
canse for so mysterious a disappeavance. The direction of where these men were
clear impression of many naked feef around | ployed, in about three hours I
the 81)0*», and then the impression of the same | their quambying ground. It was
feet leading in the divection of a high tier about high noon, and not hearing the s
densely covered with serubtoldmethat aparty of the axe or the crash of falling tr
of aboriginal blacks had come across a trea- guessed the men would be at their di
greater to them than the possession of a' When I got up to their huts, for these
roldfield. Swearing would not restore my |'when they had taken a ycar’s engages
osses, or I should have been inimmediate before setting into work, always
Eosaesmm of themn. To have tracked the themselves a substantial alab and
lacks to their quambying ground would room to live and sleep in;—1
‘gimply have resulted in my body being|when I got up to the huts
| riddled by their spears or ::ly skull amu.she&-_saw gix or seven men sitting roun:
(inn by abomerang. I returned to my diwelling | dying embers of a fire, over which
thankful that I had as much tobacco left in/ivon pot hung suspended. At about

fhis world has its price; and my price is a

f!

¥

Mw:ﬂ'iﬂ-" i3

stovk as would enable me to smoke myself yards’ distance were fonr women talki

"My bed that night was my bare bunk. My| I observed a man, ard and soiled, st
Ve vas an empty tlour sack and a she § chain pass

by a by




