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country but lit.tie explored. The bleach. ed bones, 1- -: h - t- .• These men fo· r the. greater · ~ many he;r<;f sheep may1you have, of bark:' 1 'f ltrms, aitellmg·axe, with Whi 
f · th sk I to f d ded f 11 mete an punces. ' l "" 11 l m co1 pany f th ormmg . e e e ns o . men enu . o a number, had emigrated from Scotland, where Mr. Hoy e , ay < own n , earmg at ht! 
~esh by wild do?8: we~e discovered from time to they had been engaged as herds and binds and "Close upon twenty thousand." morning the rascally blacks would be 

0 

time as th~ forebt beca~e mor"'. traversed and in the tending of sheep upon the large properties "Which means, Mr.Hoyle,"saystheoldwhaler, me for the flour and beef after the/ 
small holdin"gs s~rang )nt<>. e:usten_ce. The of lords, earls, and dukes. They were thrifty , "twenty thousand pounds all told, or there nigh learned to appreciate the luxury of 
Mac~onran0esfo~med ~portion.of ~his ~ountry, . men. men of some education; men ever watch- about. Now, Mr. Hoyle, what are your terms 1 bhinkets. I did not know then what I ~ 
-:a wild, br~ken, mho~p1table district, ~imbered ful a~d careful of the interests they bad been How much cash do you want, and how much afterwards learned, and this was that\ 
with !mge trees o~ strmgy bark and white gum, entrusted with; men with wives, prudent, credit will you give for the balance!" Yictorian aboriginal trib~s, only one or 1 
towermg to a height of from ~ue hundr~ and honest, and thrifty as themselves ; men with " The terms will be half cash, and the other cx<.:epted, never make a mght attack. II 
fifty to two hundred feet, wh;iJ:e the foli~e of children reared in the love and fear of their · ·remaining over for five years at eight per cent., this not have been so ordaii1c1l, nota 
o~e tree had so euta?gled au~ mterwoven. itself Mt\ker ; men who were no eye servers, but with a lien upon sheep and pre-emptive right. shepher1l or a hut-keeper 011 !\J\ 

with another that m the brrgbtest snnsh~e all "'ould tend a lambing or a shearing season as if ·who is the customer you know of as likely to station but w~uld h~ve had a spear throou 
wi:s a settled ~loo~. The ground, even m the the sheep or lambs were their own property, in- mean business 1" his body, or lus brams smashed ii1 Witb~ 
height of a Victorian summer, was wet and stead of that of their employers. They bar- "Why" said the old whaler, "if you will murderous waddy. But I didn't know 
sloppy;· but there was good feed for sheep, gained less for wages than for being allowed a come ov~r to your lawyer I will show him to this then, and it had au effect upon 
ueverth~less, ~nd that ':733 then, 318 now, the small share of the increase of the flocks, which ' you, and, ~o fa.r 11s I C?'n see, t~ere won't be !11~~h sleep, produced very ugly dreams anc] Ill 
squatters dehgbt. While, after & long hot with good and thinking employers was allowed difficulty m the busmess bemg settled, if its me wish for the clay-break. 
season, the grass on the open lands w~uld be them. Presently these men would become the business 'fou mean, and at the same time mean ·when morning did come at last 1 saiu 
parche~ up and so bl~ached ~hat at a distance owners of a hundred or two of ewes, with a few doing the business right off." myself, havm~ no one else to say it to t 
~he plams dazzled the sight, pai~ed the eye, and rams. Then their little flock would in time in- The shepherd and his old employer went at this sort of tlnng was not in my line. 'r 
?ccasionally 03:usecl temporary blin~etis, _the low crease to five hundred, and so on to a thousand. once in company. "Now," sai~ Charley, " we eighty miles from lUe~bourne and fifteenn ~ 
country runumg to:vards the thickly-~rmbered Following on this, they would travel in search have got witnesses to the transaction ? you "'.ant' from the nearest stat10n; and a.s this stati 
rang~s always r~tained as much motSture as of a bit of unoccupied country, which they a pound a-head for your sheep, with station, was ow1iecl by :i squatter who considered j 
uourll!hed the rich undergrowth of grnss. would take up under the then existing squatting bullock-drays, cattle, and the like thrown in, Fawkner had robbed him of a valuable · 
Here it waa that, under th~ shelter- o_f. a gunyah, regulations, and after years of patient waiting doU:i> you 1 Yoll! .terll1B e.re half cash, and the .fa h~cl intenclecl to take possession of for 

dw:elt for several w_eeks m the soCiety of four and steady industry would come to rank among balance on secunty of _shee.r and property pay- · of his sons, I knew it was very little 8 
worki_ng bullocK;s, which I ~to-hoot up ev?ry , the wealthy squatocracy of the day. They ...able in five years, o.t eight per cent. mterest,- pathy or help 1 should ~et there. I had 
mornmg and night, and . bnug to t~e ~n;pmg 

1 
were returned members of Colonial Parliaments, isn't that it ! You say yes. Well, wha~ I say, told that about eight unles to the south of 

ground. . My gunyah was the very s1mphci~y ef ~d became men of izrea.t mark, noted for their is, that I am the buyer, Mr. Hoyle. This here guambyiug ground there was a small colon 
construction. 1'here were two fol"ked saplmgs~ . . gentleman, the lawyer, knows my money's ready splitters and fencers-men who were tel Y 
some eight feet high, the ends of which were shr~dness;_ t~eir gi:eat ~ood commoi;i sense, whe_n everything !-8 drawn up fair, squa~, and <.:01wict3 from Tasma.nia-:conditioually 
rammed into the ground ten feet apart. This and f<ft.' res1stmg all mvaa10nS" upon their sq1;1at· straightforward, signed, sealed1 and deli' ered, doned men, who were at liberty to live 

31 done, a ridge-;pole was cut and made te l'est on ting rigM!'.. Like most men who have nsen and possession of the station is handed over to where ii1 the colonie!, but not al,'uwaj 
the forks, and over this was thrown a tarpaulin,, from the 'iioiitom of the ladder fo the topmost me, everything being regular. leave tmder pemilty of forfeiture 0 the. 
stretched out to resemble the top. of ac.Noah's 1 rung, they 'lt'ei'e· selfish. They wO\.'i't? n?t part In a fortnight the old whaler was in charge of clulgeuce granted them. 
ark, and then pegged down to the ground on with au acre rA :ineep·run to allow tlie- tiller of his station, one of the very finest throughout These men engagecl themselves t~quat 
eitt.er side. The spare folds went gatbereCl in , the soil to culti't'~e it. For many a :iong._Y~r the Wardy Yallocb district. In two years, in.: by the year to supply sheep-lmr es 'at 
at the rear and secui-ed at the oo~m by a.heaq I the squatter bad hU< t!>Wn way, but publicrop11110u l stead of five asi allow~, the balance of the pur- much per score, shingles at so uch 
log of timber. The front wa.~left open.for en- and the public will at last, as it a_lway<;rdoes, I chase money was paid off. In seven yea.I'll the thousand, and posts and rails f fenci 
:tmnce and exit.- ·so much done, sheets of bark prevailed, and the sheep farmer holdmg ac:!les- of old whaler had sold- out for ninety thousand purposes Ly the hundred. A a 
werestrippedfrotnthe adjoining trees, and these. fi'!le soil, by the tens of toous11nc~s, upon a mei'0 pounds, when he went home and drank him~lf they were t1uict, hartl·workiii" auc] · 
were made to overlap each other on the out.side. nominal annual rental, bad t<;> gn-~ pia:e ~ 111\e, to death-in six months, leaving a wife a~d f~y clustrious. I~y the time tf; ir y 
A riclgeof bark :i.boveall, auclfll!ltened clown with agrreulturist. The squa~ m Victor~a,_ if lie to inherit h1s property. The wife I?arned agam, hatl expiretl they would each' of t 
thongs cut from a bullock bide, made a now· deaires to hold his laud~- must buy it m fe"'· and the second husban~ gambled his ahnreaway. luwe from one hunclred to a hpiclrecl 
bachel<ir's residence complete. Wbnt :was de- simple, in competition with othera who may The children grew up mto manhood and woman· fifty pounds to drnw, when with Uie cheq 
ficient in space wo.s compensated for by snug- desire a share of it. The influence of the hood, but how it came to pass I_ do not know~ iii their possession, and with the wiYes 
ness. squatocracy is fast becoming a. power and an but none of them have beuefitted m the least b~ their women iu company they would 

::\Iy personal effects consisted of ·two blue \ abuse of ibe past. . the large sums left them by the ~hrewd <>le clown to J\.! elbourne and Geeltn~, wb, 
1 serge shirts, .one pair of moles~ trousers, the How sh'tewd, clever men, p(lfl$essl!ng neither sheep-farmer, ex-whaler, and ex-convict. they would have a debauch, whic contin 

same of high-low wate11 tights, two bla:ikets, an educatjon1 nor money, becan::ie po "8SS0d _of large 1 until their last sixpence was ~ nt Th 
opossum-skin rug, and half-a-dozen dnethheep- estates iJ1 those days I 'vi_ll rellttnn mstance. REMINISCENCES lN THE LIFE OF . they would come back and nt~r in 
skins. 'What more could a reasonable man It·is only one of several which havf:'oome nuder A COLONIAL JOURNALIST* ) auot~er year's engagen,ient, to encl ~nauoth 
destl-e when to this I add that I was provisioned my notice.· The man I refer to, and witlh whom I • prolonged debauch. So long as tiiese m 
for a three months' occupancy. I b~ been' pe180nally acquainted l!Ome y~, ----.,.- were employed upon bush wrrk, 

My stores consisted of a sack of 'flour, a landtr<l in Hbl!>Brt Town in 1844 from :'·"1haling [BY "SNYDER,"] were unable to obtain drink l 

barrel of salted beef and mutton, some tea, ship. His '"la'.)'"' am<1nnted to something. ancler I No. X. / 0 , a n:ore kincUy, hospitable, /!r 'be 
sugar, salt, a supply of twist tohu;co, a ketUe, £40. With fui'a- he worked his way_ ro• J?ort hearted set were to be found any'lj'he.re. ' 
two tin panuikins, a three-legged iron pot, a Phillip (Victoria.), where he engaged him~li .as LYNCII LAW. the same was to be said of the women. 
frying-pan, and au income of a pound a week shepbercll to a' sq,uatter in the Western illstirict I REFERRED in my last to a time when I wll.s if, by any chance, facilities were offerecl the 
for doing nothing except attend upon myself of Geelong. Here he served two years, a?d1 ~y I retaining possession of a tract 0f laud for Mr. to get up a keg of rum by some re~rn If 
incl see that four working bullocks. attended on. ha.rd saving adUl!d £00 to the £JO already >n•lWb John Pascoe Fawkner. I have described dray, then were both men and w men 
;hemselves. posse3Siou. This man cJuld do no more tlie.D I · · long as the rum lasted, couve eel ! 

A man must be of an ambitious tum _of milld just read, and• sign his-name. With _a buud!OO ~ow, where, and m what manner I ~as liv- fiends, aucl _the horrible orgies they udul 
indeed who could have wishedfor anything more pounds he starled1 a small bakery m Geelo!1& mg. \Yhat happened me then I will now Ill for a time would begaar d cripti 
than this to make a start in life with. If I felt and it was here he showed his powers of tu~Il!J' relate :-For several ni"hts I had come to be Fortunately it was very scldorn hat rt 
the want of society, therfl;was.solaee in. the.pipe. an bonest-earJ?-6!1 penny into a pound sterling~ l impressed with the c~uviction there was a. could be got on the ground. And . for 
If I suffered from enn.ui, l bad bub to occupy He did not solicit the custom of householders oi:< 1. liI b t bl nk t d 1 · h whole year these small colonies of split! 
myself wi.th the -·~·:tfa.cture of a ""'-~e_r. the of tradesmen exceptiina oo1y to a very small ex- ive 1ess a ou my a e s au rug w nc l f 11 ~· ~ ,.,, , ~ am eucers wou < pursue their o cupati 
boiling of a piece of beef, or the preparation of tent. But he went to a rolony of brickmakers, could only have been the result of fleas. from sunrise to sunfall, always, bower 
a kettle of tea. For a fire, I had onl:)i to yoke loca.ted on the banks oil the river Barwon, in the \fhy fleas should give a preference to thick looking forward to the time w en th 
up two of the bullocks, which would draw me suburbs of the town.. These men and their bush l~ds, instead of taking up their rnsi- engagement would terminate, 0 all 
as much dead tilllber in an hour a.s would last families he supplied with• b~ead, tea, sugar,. a?d, clence m comfortable homesteads where they of another round of hard drinking in 
me a week. For water, I had merely to scoop a I think, grog, ta.king no money, but barg~mg coulcl obtain. a supply of morn. de1:icate and I towns. Should a man pass by with 
hole in the ground at thii side of my bunk, and to receive payment in bricks. For every sixteen tend~r nounshment, I am qmte ignorant ; swag on his shoulders on the look-out fo 
it would gush up iu..a pure crystal stream. ~hillings they were debited. with_ he received a but, m the parts I was located on. there was job of shepherding or hnt-keeying, th 

At night I woula ~lulled to sleep by the thousand bricks, and these be dlSposed of to scarcely a p:i-tch of ground tha~ dicl not l?ro- men 1vonld give hi.in shelter anc foocl u 
howlings 0 £" packs of wild dingoes who were out builders at twenty-five slil.i.llings for every duce them m 11.rge self-coutarned colomes. he haa thoroughly recruitc·d himself . , 
in search of sheep, but alwe.ys giving the pre- thousand delivered. Aftevwarcls be transacted There is a simple bush method of relieving ' 
fereuce to lambs. -These dingoes nev~r ceased the same kind of business- with bush sawyers. blankets from fleas. This is to find out an *All ~lalLI• ,.,......,,., 
their search for prey throughout thel rught, nor He. supplied them with bread, meat, ancl ru~, ant-hill and to throw them over it. W11ether \this hospitality they would extend 
their howling until daybreak. I must confess to ta.king payment out ill. timber, which he _agam fleas don't like ants, or that ants do dozen as willingly as they would do to 
a feeling of nervousness when I wa:i compelled sold at a good profit to the lreepers of trm~r like fleas, I am not going to pronounce ; or two. The women would wash 
to listen to the sniffing of the varmmt:l as they yards. But he never eolc~ tb_e whole of ~18 but I know this, that if a 1)air of shirts, and bathe and dress their blist 
;ineaked stealthily round my.gunyah, dr~wu near bricks, nor the whole of his hmJ:>er, but, w~th blankets dyed brown with fleas only be feet, never even looking for so much 
by the smell of the beef baITel, or the iroi:i pot, great forethought, accumulated kiln upon kiln,, thrown over au ant-hill, these vivacious little "thank you" for such kindly offi<;es 
which served a.s a patent dish-cover, b.y simply of the former, and stack upon stack of the nippers make a rapid disappearance. Hal- formed. I have lived in the early 
turning it bottom up, to preserve the meat latter. He had stored away numerons stacks_ of loway's pills, in conjunction with that of the colony among convicts who have 
;;aved from one day to the other. . . bricks, and ov~r one hundred thot~sand run1?'111g ' philanthropist's ointment, never effected a. dergoue long and terrible sentences 

I don't pr&tend" to speak for eve11'.oue, because feet of sawn timber. .In 1 _51 bricks bad_ nsen I more raJlid cure 011 the human frame than crimes of the deepest clye, aml I can say 
there are such varieties of tastes m the world, from 16s. a thousand to £0,_ and sawn timber l will the application of au ant-hill on a flea- after they have undergone their term of 
but I know that a bush life in a fine climate, from 12s. per bundred runnmg_feet t? £3 10s. inhabited blanket. servitude, only keep these men from 
and a large and only partially ?ccupied co':"1try, In 1852-towards the end of it-bricks bad Well, it came ab0t1t that I could fincl no towns and from drink and clo noth" 
has its special charms. There 18 no necesBJ.tyfor risen to be worth £1~ per thousand, and sawn spot occupied by these hard-working and awaken their passions, when one may 
taking thought of to-morrow. There are no timber 9d. per supei:ficial f<J?t. Then the shrewd intelligent insects nearer than half a mile from hi¥ property and his life without fear o 
bills falling due to meet, and, it wouldn't be of old whaler _sold ?~t, ~d without anyone know- my private residence. Here I toek my rug, tainiug spoliation or injury. It is ti11e 
llll'Ch consequence if there were ; ior ?1:1e ing or even rmagmmg i~, acc:1mul~ted clo~ upon my blankets, my s1iare serge shirt, aucl all expirees and conditionally-pardoned mer 
couldn't meet them, and the ~ought of a bailiff £15,000. He a.lways, m hlB busmess, appea~ed that was mine in the bedding and clothing a great hatred to the constituted autho 
would have given me no uneasmess whatever. in an ordinary bushwan's dress-drank nothing line. Then I departed to indulge in dinner and for the law that was administer 

I knew of an official in the Melbourn~ Customs stronger than tea; nnd fared bard every _clay ?f where there was nothing to disturb either them, but their redeeming qualities 
Department who, suffering long f~.om ill-~ea.ltb, his life. But for years he had an ObJect m my digestion or my imagination. Two homs sisted in being kind to their fellow-men, 
under the recommendation of medicalcertifica~, view, and tlris wiu to become possessor of the afterwards I thought I would stroll in the knowing what they have been and what 
obtained six mouths leave of absence f:om his station on which he bad been engaged as shep- direction of the ant-heap, and uevei· wa.11

1 
were, had sufficient confidence to 

duties that. he might obtain change of air. He bercl. Robinson Crusoe more stupri~ed at the print themselves upon their hospitality. 
didn't take ship or steamer to another colony, After the ~beari?g, the ~'voe~ came to town of a. man's foot in the sand than I was when 

1 It was to a. body of these bushmen 
and he didn't go meandering about the coun~ry 

1

. to draw against his wool mt~ his banker', sett~e I arrived on the spot to find that the whole termined to make my way to see wh 
speudin~ the six months' salary allo"'ed l:µm, with his merchant, and lay m stores. 1hen it of my wardrobe ancl bed-coYerings 'l'l' !\ll I cculd beg or borrow a couple of 
but he went on to a station, dressed as ab~- was .the- old whaler called at the hotel he was absent. I was not long in solvincr the kets. Striking across the bush, i 
man and e-ngaged himself as a hut-keeper, with stayt1ig at, when something as follows passed :- cause for so mysterious a. clisappeara.nc;, The direction of where these men were 
£15' wages for the haH-year, including rations "Mr. Hoyle, I suppose you h~e hold of the clear impression of many naked feet around ployed, in about three hours I 
ancl hut accommodation. His whole duty con- saml!' station that I was shepber?mg over for the the spot, antl then the impression of the same their quambying ground. It was 
sisted in cooking for two shepherds, shifting a ~atter of more than two·yea: 1 

1 
feet leading in the dire<.:tion of a high tier about high noon, and not heariu~ the 

couple of set.~ of hurdles, and attending to his "Ye[l, I have the sa1?'1e station; but I suppose deuselycovereclwithscrubtolclmethat a party of the axe or the era.sh of fallrng tr 
own wants. At the end of his time, he went to you are abpve ~ngagmg. as a _shepherd now. of aboriginal blacks hacl come across a trea- l(Uessed the men would be at their d' 
the home station, drew his money, and returned 1 You have gone mto b_uymg bt;cks, I am told. sure greater to them tha11 the possession of a ·when I got up to their huts, for these 
to ~1elbourue fourteen stone twelve pounds, Isn't it rather a rrsky busmess, Charley 1 goldJield. Swearing would not restore my when they had ta.ken a year's engage 
havm. g left it at eleven stone eight. He was in Wouldn't it be better to accept wages than go losses or I should have been in immetliate before settin.,. into work always 

. . I 't d tand t" ' 0 , the bt:st of health and the highest of spmts. int-0 a lilre of trade you con ;in ers · . possession of them. To have tracked the themselves a. substantial alab and 
Men who have been long accustomed to b~sh "Well, perhaps you a~e right, ~r. Hoyle,, I blacks to their quambying f,'l"Ouncl woultl room to liYe and sleep in ;-I 
life may be likened to sailors-always longmg but wbat r come to ask id whe~her it woulclu t . simply have resulted in my body being when I got up to the huts 
for a change, but when the cbang_e bas come be wi~r f?r you to se~ your station and go hot?e riddled hy their spears or my skull smashed saw six or seven men sitting rotm 
always hankering to return to their old ways to your frien?s 1 I thmk I know a bu~er for_ i~~ ! in by a. bomerang. l returned to my dwelling dying embers of a fire, over which a 
again. In the days I: now refer to, many men if the buyer 18 allowed. to know your price for~t. l thankful that I had as much tobacco left in iron pot hung suspeuded. At about 
then engaged as shepherds afterwards became \ "Willi, Charley," _said ~r. Hoyle," ever7t . ng stock as ·woukl enable me to smoke myself yards' distance were four women talki 
among the wealthiest of squatters and land- in thiii world has its pnce, and my p;ice 18 da • into a mind peaceful with ca.Im resignation. each other. Between the rueu and thew 
owners. Their sons at this day are the lords of pound a-head _for my sheep, the station an Jl.Iy bed that night was my bare bunk. :My I observed a man, haggard and soiled, Sl' 

large estates, and their daughters the wives of fixings thrown m." I co,'ering was au em Jtl flour s~c~~d a sheet to a tree b a ht\llocjt-chain passed roun 
. . ·, . 


