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IHE PROGRESS OF THE DIGGINGS—THE

RISE IN PRICES—RASH MARRIAGES

' —THE WILD LIFE OF THE
DIGGER.

have pourtrayed the dark side of
geing life, but it wonld be strange

== = ; b Sac = Bt e
- and went through a portion of the broad- | A, *“It is quite common. Men within| - e e
fome mhian AaAoWE o of man- Sword exercise, Having satistied himself |the space of twelve months have been ?gainsti 1t hag taught them iﬁ_t‘heir—l‘mgi

":‘w; tzel which had yielded elghty. 3_8“1%?.]:18“‘76111(&;& tlo the door, and, hold. 'know to marry from three to four wives, [J°0Tneyings how dependent they are upon

W 7 rand { 3 e t ] i
tons to the acre, and which he had I.illg € ?;o:ka h:‘ll‘e. langt-h i .
v others; I was bitten, T, €00, anted | 'bacca knife only seven:and-six. Lord, | this state of things "

! ‘and the wleld was, Bill —seven.and-six,
Jorosf tRRORGs TR ! |shillings  and a little s

your mother and tell her you see me
%even-an&six for a one-blader,
- ‘to them were | Bill, it's like a dream, isn't it?
ps whioh Wede ntoabhied: 0o ‘hesa | dream, Bill, for a one-blader,”
3 sd scale, wlere | COmiing up ' to the counter, he
10 Avartaile, oty STeE and | Governor, doesn't seven-and-six
three half-crowns? and if it meaps th
If you had asked me fi
shillings I wouldn’t have given it you;
should Have said it was an imposition,
you had said six shillings,
and-sixpence, I should have felt disap-
'| pointed ; but there's such a bl
credit duoe to a fellow for giving seven.
- and-six for a one-blader, that he ought to
look upon it as the prondest moment of
his life.—I do." And the man Jjoined his|

an |again, The offence is much more common

hera Ehey are.

leed if the picture had not its reverse,
' the last month of the year in which

d readily obtained, fifty shillings a day.

Wealthy merchant (who has since been
highted, in conjunction with his head

i Ar w,
ssed along, and offer him seven shillings

b hour for his labour, and for as many
[Mours as he chose to work,

p. Which is the best offer, yoursormine?™ 0ne of the instruments, “ trade just now
You see,” the fellow went on to say, E"I Ib;.;:g?pal?l?pob:ket:a siatemiont; mads
n -
e oo Likving 14 sty oway DT ERACHTEERUAKS! aknife. He said
his luck had been awfully equal.
Zet stiff prices for what we sell, we have
to give stiff prices for what we buy. Still
the balance of trade
at the present moment appears to
favour of everyone."
which I am speaking of known parties of diggers who, before they | Wild, inhospitable, cold, and wet country
were the'days of rash marriages. A digger/ - 1= 3
would come down with a gold receipt for
three or four hundred ounces, which he
ig out 1'151-‘?:r e b . it
. : . Tigout a gir m foo 1 , the
st load T Hiad you eharged me five shil piece de resistance being a black satin
gown, price fifteen pounds fifteen, and
then he would marry her on the square,
with aclergyman whose charge for the
ceremony was two guineas, and

vay too long, and too mueh and too
trong.  It's come round to Jack nows
du's got a say for himself, and he's going
0 say it. It’s his turn this time. What
bout my offer?” The merchant could
nly laugh, and the man walked on,

I was standingin a tradesman’s shop
e morning when a man, ‘the ownerof a
vater-cart, ecame in, and said, * Governor,
have filled your barrel in the yard, and
‘Il thank you for twelve-and-six for the
pame,” ““ Why,” says the tradesiman, “the

ings, and the load before only three, con-
scquently,foe, T don't quite see twelve-
and-six.”  “Consequently,” said Joe, “I
do, and I don't’see any less, Twelve-and-
six is the figure now for a load of water.”
‘Then,” said the tradesman, ‘““you can
' pke your water back again,—I shan’t pay
brit.” *Right you are, my hearty. I'll
ake the water back. I don't ask a man to
take what he don't want.” The man
turned from the door, and drove round a
corner with his water-cart, In less than
ten minntes he returned, and said he had
obeyed orders. And that was true for
him—so he had; for knowing that he
couldn't get the water out of the bung-
hole, he had taken the liberty of borrowing
an axe from the wood heap, and had
smashed the end of the barrel in, leaving
the water making puddlesin the backyard,
The fellow, had, in fact, taken his revenge
out by destroying the honse water-cask,
As instancing the lightning-like ad-
vances tradesmen made upon former
prices, I recollect: & man coming intoa
shop where I was dealing, and asking for
a knife “as would cut a bit o' 'bacea.” A
mate of the man was standing near the
door, looking in at the window. The
knife “to cut a bit o’ 'bacca” was produced
—#& very common one-bladed affair, the
selling price of which a few weeks previ-
ously would, perhaps, have been fifteen

pence, “What's the figger of this?”|

asked the buyer. *“The figare of that,”
said the trader, * is seven-and-sixpence ;
Jjust that and neithermore nor less : andit's
altogether too good for the money."
Taking up the knife and half opening the
blade, the n:an ran his thumb along the

mate, and they went on their WaY rejoie-
‘ing excceding much. “These knives,” I
i i d other rich flelds were | S2id to th? tradesman, taking one from the
]:::r::g ma:.?lﬁ’ ;?ndi otr 1.la!:m'm- “which heap, * might stand you in—What shall
mained in the towns, went up to extra- W say! Sixpence a plece?” *“ Well,” he

3 ded, S#id, *‘in a regular way that sart couldn’s! o - _! accidentally struck with a pick and badl
spdinary rates.  Carpenters demanded, be placed under eight shillinge. a dosen ], O striking characteristic was ob ¥

: but I picked them up in an auction room
labouring man would refuse to give a s
;enMyghelplnq hand to remove as 8nd deducting the _rasty ones, I reckon
Much as a case of goods from a dray unless ]lhey cost me something under thy

T T i es to|
jnothing pere, when‘;;ﬁ?l?: :%;:EI;G;:; have be¢n on most of the goldfields in [ blankets and rugs. Then have these men

erk (the juniors having deserted him), be reckoned up.”

: th ords in a somewhat desponding!
Mdhli::lh ;:(liogﬂ?eg t:m% I;l!.I:eIl' iﬁz nc;f! w::':awm: from the hills came in with | Marlborough, and I do not know that 1

I | have ever heard, through a period of many |
him accost a sailor-looking man as he ’ae:fnm};ﬁfﬁ:i:::;: ma:‘.{: :?;teei:ggﬁ; {years, of any digger cheating his mate, 1{7eVer once stopping, have, turn and turn

from the room door, thought she ‘;'auld ]
he
“T,00k take a couple, and she took them at t
'erl.'l.ﬂl',“ said the fellow, © y:!?l' l:::rr:; i'abe of eight shillings a pieoa. The _r.m\.n
't bad, although, mind you, it might [Hought that he would !ik:o twmaw; s
ave been better. Now, I'll tell you what (harps to take home for his boys, " e
I do with yow. I'llgive you ten shillings toolﬁ them at half-a-crown a ;lzllece.th on
youwill go down and carry up my chest (5€¢,” says the tradesman, when et malr;
om the cutter, and I'll give a hand atone |had gone out with the balance of the fow
I the grummets, tosave you from busting |Sling over his arm, and trying a tune upon

_ 'an d desert them in_sucoession. the aid and sympathy of each other; it
| Q *“Does the law take cognizance of |1 taught them aonesty ; it has broken

. : dn_wn any meanness of disposition which
A. “The law. doas not. Thess Wenor might have previously been innate. Tt has

e sixpence for & lare generally of the lowest class, and neyer | {2U8h¢ independence of spirit, for your
I say Bill, write home to. | take steps to bring their husbands to
8lve |laccount for bigamy.”

true digger, excepting in times of very ad
luck, cares not to serve any master, It
s s this g taught them to be practieal geologists,for g
| A I think I oo Thets S bo digger, now-a-days ,seldom or neversinks g
(the most:part, haye Hees ton;the: I;Iole upon mere sp?culathp or conjecture,
men still living at the time they married rezqgjﬂiiawﬁ? f;?o:s :ev?r'? ,}tmhtg ?,ea an

Iwibls the women, than she men. . My successful, It has taught him to explore

Ve | sergeant knows a case where a woman has Wild tracts of country to search for the

been married to seven different men, all of precious metal, by which he has opened up

If lwhom he believes to be living, and the | ¢ WW8Y 0 permanent settlement for the

tiller of the soil, I will place a thousand

e numt.mr of them, probably re. gold diggers side by side—men who, from

married.”

esdeddob of| Whiel | thery wasifho stats of things | 0 €arly days of the pursuit, followed the

; it from ome rush to th

matrimonial in the good old days of the por ok ; S e
rgaah::ia. And I learn this, that the most zl;ﬁ]nga ,,tfhem“;?,ﬂ‘:;::;:e;:o;," eu:;l ft';::l
i ettence: o e coiiny | 7o eABRn Wi Sl S

! : | w em for phuck, endurance, hone t;

Lo Rl o | s of e et oo
80 it was that a man then, as now, pre- {:::: io:'itn%::;? n‘:;seen, hava.not. ycinty
te'rreda.woman whom he might call his{ happened to di SO0 Rocidong sk
wife to one who Is only his mistress, | SEREERS S

servable in the digger of former o | wounded,or he has fallen down a shaft and

?which, I think, he has preserved to L | broken alimb,or he has been stricken down

| present. He never robbed his mates of  "ith fever, or agve,’or dysentery,—have 1

FEEPENCE: | any povtion of their gold when he was | POF then seen how the diggers assembled
Bh!f.a-crown at least was,guaranteed to /half-penny. The figure they go ofl'at “’-‘“"“3; workiug with them as a mate, Sharesnd . 8roundhin; how they have formed a rough
! 1 remember once Seeing a very |& fair margin of profit, Lut nothing more

share alike : a fair division of expenses | streteher from forest, saplings, made soft
and a fair share of gold was the motto, I, 2Pd easy with contributions of their

Victoria, at many of them in Otago and in { fo¥med themselves into a party, and in re-
lays of four have raised the sick and
wounded man to their shoulders, ang

know that where well-to-do men have! #Pout, carried him over steep and dan-
‘taken up alluvial ground and have em- | Berous terraces, along narrow ledges of

| ployed labour to work it that men have | Precipices, through snow-dritts, acrosg

made it a virtue—almost a duty, I may | creeks and over rough country, until he
say—to rob their employers. So it is the ! Was received into the nearest hospital
case, as we all know, that the wages I0r treatment. Never were the minis*
labourers and miners engaged upon quarts trations of good and tender women
reefs working for companies will steal and | more faithfully rendered. Should the
conceal with great art and canning any | Mman die his gold is accurately accounted
rich specimens which may fall in their| for ; should he be mained for life, as too

| smashing, but so help him Heaven he had 8¢t of men for physique and rough moral

rnever cheated a mate out of apenny- l attributes against the world. They be.
' weight of dust! And I believed this man

in ¢ e speaking trath, althongh a greater|selection. Should week or sickly, or only

upon the whole,

in

and often got, from three to five ounces of

hired vehicles followed upon the cere.|tharacter until he had done the work he

mony. Thencame a long debauch at an
hotel, where a room had been engaged at
anything a day and night the landlady
chose to ask. The drink scere, before :
night  closed over the scene, wofild|times slay. They swould ssparate to mate|from my memory. A mors autul sight, witht |
reach perhaps
perhaps thirty pounds. I have known
it a bundred and twenty, for champagne e |
was a pound a bott.le,, and six bottles -ﬁ:m“ and as honest to each other as it

would, in those days, with a lucky digger,
count a dozen—with a¢lever landlady, two

dozen. When the p

compensation for which he would accept :‘::;1ﬁi;::ﬁ:_:‘;%ﬁg“‘;;eﬁu;hemi:;; jis Colonial Journalist,®
be a drunkard or a profligate, but he [ - [By “'Si\*vl DER]

When the knot was tied, a procession of { Would keep sober and preserve m"[ & o T e e L |
had been deputed to do, T have known! e RS ANTERA, Celewen éq
these men, after a fair division of their | I NEVER witnessed. but fwo cases of Lynch
gains, go out upon a long debauch, | 1aw, and the first of these would have served me

perhaps twenty, again in some other rash, and from the | niore terrible surroundings, I think eould |||

The un*

He would go away when his money was ||
| used up, when, if he hit upon his luck, he |
lwould marry some one else, and the
woman would do the same. Do I exagge-
|rate? Here is the evidence given tothe| The :ilomadic, 1;11&1 llfslzaf;?ughs ;rit,hlm ittt
tipendiary Magistrate by the chief con. [ many dangers, of a gold-digger, has im- i L . s (1
.:ta.ll;‘ie ofagm t?v:rn I llve.?i in before the [proved the characters of thousands op This piece of  comutry 1 veas in: possession of
time, at the time, and after the time of the [men who would otherwise have beenWas ina large glen, far down in ‘the depths north I

great outbreak of the Ballarat goldfields.
Q. ““Are donble marriages common in

way. Iheard a man once boast on a [ often he is, there are contributions levied
|camping-ground, where I was bivouacking | throughout the district he worked in, and

He had stolen a | ° ", 0 night, that he had robbed | ¢heerfully and liberally responded to,
@ bank; that he had helped to| take the miners on the West Coast of the

Istick up an escort ; and had done panel || Middle Island and in Otago to be the finesg

come so by the process of natural

ruflian to look at I never saw. I have)moderately-strong, men engage in such

I Ry~ . - or hothing og ey either die at the outset or return to
mﬁ;mi%ﬂl‘zﬁfeﬁﬁigh#qwhenm they came. The alluvial digger
St hautof S Aent ons of t.heij now is not the spendthriflt of former days,

party into town to sell it to one or other '° 126 1O drop upon *jewellers' shops' f

; “pile claims” as was his wont, a
of the banks, because a stiffer price could oF', S R
be got than was given on the ground, Tha ?:‘rnsdhm 3’0“" hard ; has leamnt to bayk
man so sent could have cleared out and ’H" A lers%“ds the value of interest,
all trace of him been lost, but he ‘would ;¢ ' a0 altered man, i,
veturn and give g faithful account of him. Reminiseences in the Life of a

ta;

They would quarrel and fizht, and]some- Mfor a long life’ time, It will ‘never be blotted

hour the arrangement was struck until

another separation came about, they wers| - > 0¢ Withessed. Iam now speaking of a |

date which preceded ‘the discovery of the Vie-
nd by oath which ne man dare v’!ohte.! torian gold-fields by some seven years. i
The virtue of honesty out of so much that [t was towards the close of the summer of [/

ds of the gold | 'Was otherwise vile has frequently struck 1844, at which time I was formally keeping pos-

had been disposed of, the happy husband | Me assomething passing strange, Honesty session of large tract of new country discovered

would take his departure for the firstrush. [ Va8 a necessity among diggers, and by the Inte John Pascoe Fawkner.  His intention | :
from which he did not return.
happy bride would mourn for three weeks.
Afterwards she would throw herself into
the marriage loog of some other lucky
digger, who would do something nearly
alﬁge to what the first husband l\id done, [and goldfields constables and

meaaind” ahh (i S e e bt v of By e
occupation could not be carried on withouf Tetein 1‘*“} Possession according to the squatting

it. Thave asked In my day, magistrates( "V then in foree, it required to be stocked with. .
Police Court clerks, inspectors of pa]jca! either sheep, horses; or cattle.  How few or how
)opersmany, the regulations made no mention. Mr. |
‘Fawkner stocked something like forty miles ofa . .
run, fitteen of which was rich grass land, with
four working bullocks, until he was enabled to: '
get the boundaries of his yun duly defined and,

\whether they ever remembered a chs rL
being brought against any man for robbin
'his mates, and the answer has alwa
been in the negative.

wandering as vagabonds oyer the face ofof the Mount Macedon ranges, and formed o
the earth. It has tanght them to endurdportion of the much dreadod Black Forest, where
hardships such as under few other eonjs¢ many bloody murders were, betsween 1851 an,

edge. Then he opened it at full length |this colony? I mean you to uaderstand,— ditions of life they wonld have bourne u 253, perpetrated upon diggers, and before whicl i

| Do men marry, and then deserting a sifes ¥
ther woman ¢’ W2y inthe intricacies of a densely timbe




