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chest of goldftelc1a. U' waa lMlait~ and went through a portion of the l>roa.d- - A "I . . - · - . . 

one man had tlP'Ori ten ..ea of man· , sword exercise. Having satislled himself the · t is quite common. Men wiibln - - :.____ 
wurtzel wlltcb had yielded eighty. greatly, he walked to the door, and, hold. knoV:p:e of twelve months have been ~alnst.. It has taught them In thelr long 
ns to the aue, IUld wbklh tt. llad ! Ing the knife at full length to his mate, and d ~~~from three to four wives. ~~urn_eymgs how dependent they are upon 

sed of M M per flon. Wltll a R@od I said, "Look here, Bill One-bladed • Q .~r em in succeRS.ion." · e aid and sympathy of each other • ft 
y others, I was titten, r, w; pl&llled 'b~cca knife only seven·a~d-slx. Lord, j thi; stat:osf :? la;. take cognizance of ~:S taught them hone~ty ; It has broken 

res of mangolds, alfel :the .,.ie'ld was,. Bill-seven-and-six. O Joseph seven A "'fh mgs . .wn any meanness of dhiposftion which 
ething under one b11ncklid0 wulght for '. shillings and a little slxpenc~ for a are • e c la.w does not. These women ~mght h~ve previously been Innate, It has 

three hundred-weight at maaw'it I I one-blader I I 11ay Bill, write home to ; ta.keg nerally of the lowest class, and never t::gh~ mdependenee of spirit, for your 
.,nriched the laud wltli. The aanguil your mothe~ and tell her you see me give I accou s~ps ~ bri~~ their hasbands to luc~ dtg~er, excepting In times of very '-d 
zels were very 11mau_ bui tbeith~y seven-and-six for a one-blader. o Lord ,? or bigamy. - ' cares not to serve nny master. It 

8 whklh were attached tO t96ln re Bill, it's like a dream, l1m't it¥ Like ~ ~· "~an you accolJBt for this r ~ught them to be practicalgeologfsts for 8 
Jong and very titlNeNmi. -Tliese dream, Dill, for a one-binder." Then the · think I can, These women, for ho~ger, now-a-days ,seldom or never sl~ks a 

gold wurtzels, on a 1forltl948'lale, coming up to the counter he Raid' most ~~t, have been married to-other e upon mere speculation or conjecture 
the comet of 1 ry lltele b "Governor, doesn't seven-a~d-'lix r:iean' me~ still hvmg at the time they married He always can give a reason and a good 
rge amount of tatL three half-crowns f and It it meaµs that, 1~:::· The ~trence ls much more common rCMon for what he does even if he be un. 

• her;) tltey are. If you had asked me five wi the women than the men, My s~ceessful. It has taught him to explore 
BY bNYDER. shilling!i I wouldn't have given it you ; 1 :rgea.nt ~nows a case where a woman ha.a wild. tracts of coontry to search for the 

-- should lia.~c said it was an imposition. If en married to seven different men, an of preciouR metal, by which he has opened 0 
No. VIII. I, rou had said six shillings or even six- whom he believes to be living, and the :~T way to permanent settlement for th~ 

E PROGRESS OF-;;;B DIGGINGS-THE an~-sixpence, I should hav~ felt disap- grea~~" number of them probably re. :.ai:rd~f the soil. I will place a thousand 
RISE IN PRICES-RA.SH MARRIAGES pomted; but there's such a blessed lot of marr. e · tgp;ers side by side-men who from 

-THE WILD LIFE OF THE credit due to a fellow for giving seven- This, then, was the state of thiJlgs the ea.rly days of the pursuit, follo~ed the 
DIGGER. ' and-six for a one-blader, that he ought to matrlmonlal In the good old days of the pursuit from one l'U3h to another-an 

have pourtrayed the dark side of look upon it as the proudest moment of r~shes. And I learn this, that the most cha.Henge the world to shew me an equa1 
ing life, but It woold be strange I his life.-I do." And the man joined his a andoned. of women prefer to lead a numder of men drawn from any othe 

eed if the picture had not Its reverse. mate, and they went on their way rejoic- ma~rlcd ex1!'!tence, even under conditions :!'nual occupation which sliall compar! 
the last month of the year in which ing exceeding much. "These kni~es "I which may bring down the law upon them ith them for pluck, endurance honesty 
Jarat, Clunes, and other rich fields were 1 said to the tradesman, taking one from the tha:n follow a life of self abasement. And ten~~mess of .heart, and klndn~ss of dis' 
overed, all kinds of Jabour which 1 heap, "might stand you In-What shall so it was that a man then, as now, pre- position.. Have I not seen, have not othen° 
ained in the town11, went up to extra- I we say? Sixpence a piecer' "Well" he te~red a woman whom he might call his been witnesses when an accident has 

!nary rates. Carpenters demanded, ' said, "in a regular way that ~ort coi;Idn't wife to on~ who ls only his mistress. ha~pened to a digger,-he has been 
readily obtained, fifty shllllngs a day. be pl&C?d under eight. shillink<i a doz~n; One st~iklng characteristic was ob· accidentally struck with a pick and badly 

labouring man would refuse to give a but I picked them up man auction room se~able 111 the digger of former davs• wonnded,or he has fallen down a shaft and 
mentary helping hand to remove as and deducting the rusty ones, I recko~ which, I think, he has preserved to the ; broken a limb,or he has been stricken down 
ch as a ease of goods from a dray unless ) they cost me something under threepence- present. He never robbed his mates ot with fever, or agµe, "or dysentery,-have 1 
f-a-crown at least wa.s;.uaranteed to half:penny .. The fignre thc>y go off at leaves any portion of their gold when he wa.s J not then.seen h?w the diggers assembled 
. I remember once eing a very Jafairmargmofprotit, but nothing more. worklu~wlththema,.,amate. Sllarcsnd , aroundhm; howtheyhaveformedarough 

althy mArchant (who h since been . share nl~ke : a fair division of expenses 1 stretcher from forest. saplings made s f1J 
ighted, in conjunction <With his head nothing more, when everything comes to ] I and n. fair share of gold was the mott.o. I I' and easy with contrlbutlo~s of th ~I 
rk (the juniors having deserted him), 1be reckoned up." While he was utte.rlngl h~,·e ~en on most of the goldllelds in 1 blankets and rugs. Then have these m~~ 
gaged in .unloading dray after dray of 1these words lo a somewhat despondlng , Victoria, at n1any of them In Otago and in fOrmed themselvea f.uto a party, and lu re-
ar which had come to hand. I remem- tone, a man from the hills came in with I Marlborough, and I go not know that I lays of four have raised the sick d 
him accost a sailor.looking man as he ,several pairs of fowls. He wanted to sel1 ' have ever heard, through a period of many wounded man to their ahoolders an 

sed along, and offer him seven shillings !hem, and the tradesman's wife, entering ' years, of any digger cheating his mate. I never once stopping, have, tum and' t~';:! 
hour for his labour, and for a.a many l'rom the room door, thought she would , know that wh~re well-to-do men have about, carried him over steep and dan· 

urs as he chose to work. "Look here, l;ake a couple, and she took them at the taken up alluv1al ground and have em· gerous terraces, along narrow ledges 
~ernor," said the fellow, "your offer rate of eight shllllngs a. piece. The man ' ploye~ labour to work It that men have precipices, through snow-drifts, acro:f 

n t bn.d, althou~h, mind you it might thought that he woold like two jew"s made it a virtue-almost a duty, I may , creeks and over rough country until h s 
ve been better. Now, I'll tell' you what harps to take home for bis boys, and he say-to rob their employers. So It Is the , was received into the nearest hosplta! 

lldownhyou. I'llgiveyout.enshillings t.ookthemathalf-a·crownaplece. "You case, as we all know, that the wages for treatment. Never were the mini. 
yo ill go down and carry up my chest /see," say11 the tradesman, when the man labourers and miners eng~ged upon quartz tratlons. of good and tender wome~ 
om the cutter, anJ I'll give a hand at one had gone out with the balance of the fowls reefs wor~lng for com,>ames will steal and ' more faithfully rendered. Should the 
the ~~mets, tosa'fe you from busting ·slungover his arm, and trying a tone upon , ~~nceal ~ith great art and cunning any ' m~? die his gold is accurately accounted 

P· Which ts the best offer, yours or miner• one of the lnstnnnentR "trade just now ch specimens which may fall In their for• should he be malned for life as too 
You see," the fellow went on to say (may he compared to the statement made way •. I heard a man once boast on a often he is, there a.re contributioC:s levied 
you swell!\ bave been having it your ow~ by a London pickpocket. He had stolen a icampmg-ground, where I was bivouacking throughout the district he worked in, and 
ay too long, and too much and too handkerchief and lost a knife. He eaid tor ;.he night, that he had robbed cheerfully and liberally responded to 

1 rong. It's come round to .Jack now• his luck had been awfully equal. If we la ti nk; that he had helped to ta~e the miners on the West Coast of 'the 
e's got a sny for himself, and he'll going get stitrpriceR for what we sell, we havef s ck h~P a~ escort ; and. had done panel Middle Island and in Otago to be the tlnest 
say it. It's bis turn this time. What to gl'fe 11tlffprices for what we buy. Still smas ng, ut 80 help him Heaven he had set ef men for physique and rough moral 

bout my offerf" The merchant could upon the whole, the balance of trade; ~:~e~t cheated a mate out of a P~- attrlbuteii against the world. They be
nly laugh, and the man walked on. at the present moment appears to be in to i! s of :.ust 1 And I believed thi>i man come so by the process of natural 
I was standing in a tradesman's shop favoor of everyone." u1li pea mg truth, although a grllater selection. Should week or sickly or only 

ne morning when a man, the owner of a .Those s which I am speaking of rrno~ to ~o~k a.t I never saw. I ha¥e m~e~ately-~trong, men engage' in such 
ater-cart, came In, and said, "Governor were tbe~daya of rash marriages. A digger ' pa tJ7;ls of diggers who, before the wlld, i.nhosp1ta.ble, cold, and wet country 
have filled yoor barrel in the yard and would come down with a gold receipt for ~ ~e~w lltde or Mng they either di~ at the outiiet or return to 

'II thank you for twelve-and-six f~r the three or four hundred ounce!', which lie each other's ante~ts, when they had/ :hc~ce they came. The alluvial digger 
ame." "Why," says the tradesman, "the I '~ould dispolie of to a gold buyer. He would made a good haul of ROid sent one of theiil ow 18 not the spendthrift. of former days. 
ast load I had you charged me five shll· , r1~ out a girl. from foot to head, the chief party into town to sell it to one or otheq He ~o~ not ~ro~. upon "Jewellers' sh~' 
ings, and the load before only thret', con· I piece de resistance being a black satin !Jf the hanks, because a stiffer prlC6 could or p~e cla1Dls as wa.s his wont. e 
equently,IJoe, I don't quite see twelve- gown, price fifteen pounds fifteen, and he itOt than was jdven on the ground, Thj ~arns his money hard~ has learnt to k 
nd-slx.'' "Consequently," said Joe, "I then he would marry her on the square, man so sent oould have elea°"'d out and it, 8:nd understands the value of inter 
o, and I don't"see any less. Twelve-and. with a clergyman whose chir.nz:e for the _all trace of him been lost, but he would He ts an altered mnn. 

1 ix is the figure now for a load of water" ceremony was two guineas, and in return and give a falthfnl account of him• ltemlnisceq ill II L 
"Then," said the tradesman "von c~n compensation for which he would accept self, and divide ttie proceeds of the ule (Joi _.-::.e". t e ire of a 

ke your water back again _j shan't pay and often got, from three to ft ve ounces of even to the last shllllng, The man might / 0.1UAI •Ollrnallst. '° 
r It." "Right you are, ~Y hearty. r11 gold. be A drunkard 9r a profligate, but be ' [Bv "SNYDEn.'') 
ke the water ha.ck. I don't ask a man to When the knot was tied, a procession of would keep sober and p~rve bfs Q 

take what he don't want." The man hired vehicles follo~ed upon the cere. character until he had done the wort he , No. IX. . (, • 
turned from the door, and drove round a mony. Then came a long debauch at an had been dep11ted tQ do. FI have known THE SQU.1TTERS. v~~ . 
corner with- his water-cart. In less than hotel, where a room hnd been engaged at these men, after a fair division of their I NEn:R witnessed. but two cases f L · h 
ten minotes he returned, and said he bad nnyt.hlng a d'ay and night the Jandladr gains, go out upon a long debauch. Jaw, and the first of these would h 

0 :c 
obeyed orders. And that was true for chose to ask. The drink soore, hefor~ They would quarrel •rul 4ght, anct: some- fM a long life tim It ill ave aerve me 
him-so he had ; for knowing that he night closed o\•er the scene, w~Jd times 'Slay. They would .,parate to mate from e. w never be blotted 
couldn't get the water out of the bung· reach perhaps ten, perhaps twenty again In some other rush and from tu my i:nemory. A more awful sigln, with 
hole, he had taken the liberty of borrowing perhaps thirty pounds. I have knowr: hour the arra.ngealent w~ strnck until DIOH ternble surroundings, I think could 
an axe from the wood heap, a.nd had it a hundred a.nd twenty, for champagne another separation oa.me about, theT were scarcely .be witnessed. I am now speaking cf a 
smashed the end of the barrel in, leaving was a pound a bottle, and 11ix bottle!! C true and as honest to each other as if date which preceded the discovery of the Vic. 
the water making puddles in the backyard. would, in those days, with a lucky digger, und by oath which po man dare Tfolate. torian gold-fields by some seven years 
The fellow, had, in fact, taken hi11 revenge count adozen-with~V!~ver landlady, two The \"lrtue of honesty out of ao much tha It wae towards the close of the ~ ( 
out by destroying the house water-cask. dozen. When the proquds of the gold was otherwise vile hM frequently sbrue 1844, at which time 1 Wl\8 fo ~mer of 

As instancing the lightning-like ad- had been disposed of, the happy husband 
1 
me as somt>thlng passing strange, Honest session of a 1 e t rmally kee~mg pos-

vances t.radesmen made upon former would taki- his departure for the first rmih, was a necessity among diggers, an b th 
1 

arg ract of new country discovered 
prices, I recollect a man coming into a from which he did not return. The un· /nature bad so adapted thl'fr rough ~ Y e ateJohnPa.scoeFawkner. His intention 1 
shop where I was dealing, aud asking for happy bride would moum for three weeks. , uncultl~ated natures to see that th was. to make a sheep mn of it, and in order to 
a knife "as would cut a bit o' 'bacca." A Afterwards she would throw herself into occupation could not be carried on wfthon retain legal. po~on according to the 11qmU.ting 
mate of the man was standing near the the marriage loop of some other lucky It. I have asked In my day, magistrates l~ws then in fone, it required to be stocked with 
door, looking In at the window The digger, who would do something nearly Police Court clerk!', lnl[lpectors of ....iice either sheep horses or -•tie H ~ h 
k ' l"k h d ldll Jd ...,, ' ' ..,.... · ow •ew or OW nife "to cut a bit o' 'bacca" was produced a 1 e to w a.t the first husband had done. a.n go e s oon11tables and t9many the regulation mad • 
-a very common one-bladed affair, the 

1 
He would go away wbf!n his money was whether they ever remembered a eh Faw~er stocked smn:thi e. no mentio~. Mr. . 

selling price of which a few weeks prevl- used up, when, if be bit upon bis luck, he being brought against any man forrobbln ruri fifteen of . ng .like forty mtlei! of a : 
ously would, perhaps, have been fifteen 'would marry some one else, and, the his mates, and the answer baa alwa f ' . which waa rich graas land, with · 
pence. "What's the 8gger of t.hfs r• woman would do the same. Do I exagge. been in the negative. our working bt~locb, ?ntil he was enabled to · , ' 
asked the buyer. " The ft~re of that," rate 9 Here Is the evidence given to the The nomadic, wild Ille, fraught with sq get. the bolJlldane:t 1>f his run duly defined a.nd : 1 

said the trader, " ls seven-and-sixpence ; stipendiary Magistrate by the chief con. many dangers, of a gold-digger haa im{egistered. 1 
just that and neither more nor less. and it's stable of the town I lived in before the proved the characters of tho~sa.nds This piece of cuantry I was in ~ i 1 
altogether too good for the ~oney." time, at the time>, and after the time of the men who would otherwise have bee was in a large glen, far down in the de tbs ::::h ~· 
Taking up the knife and half opening the great ootbreak of the Ballarat goldftelds. wandering a.'l vapbonds over the face of the Mount Maced p 1 

blade, the n;an rau his thumb along the Q. "Are double marriages common In the earth. It has taught them to endu portion of the much~:in!~a~d f~nnh1 
edge. Then he opened It a.t full length , this colony f I mean yau to understand,- hardsblp'l s~ch as under few other con, o many bloody murders were, betwe~~Sa~::: 

· ·Do men marry! and then desertins a wife, rlitlons of hfe they would have bournc u 8, perpetrated upoD diggers, and before whic 

1!1111,!~lll~~-l~l~w~a~~a~n~d~m~a~rrjy~~~m~e~oit~h~e~r~wio~mianir~· ~m~~I~~ ~~~~~~~~~~ · · way ~ the intricacies of a clenselv timbe 


