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some measure be passed, or some 8 epa of some tyrannical act of a Government good the P1·ess accomplishes, as the many 
en by which the support of the. Press official. One poor fellow was caught in wrongs it keeps in check, which without I mistake not, to the present eminent I 

not' be iiurcha.sed by the mi~a.ppii~tdn the act of affixinll' a placard of this 'luch a suppressing power would spring up dramatic author and actor. Testimonials 
e publi<i moneys, the pohtlia in ·t character, for which he received th1·ee over the land as poisonous fungi upon un- l we~e not in vogue in those days, or I am 1 

nee of our · colonia.dl jouhma. 5hlbi;~y hun(frecl lashe!I. wholesome ground. There is, however , qmte sure a most flattering one would 
be complete. Ha. sue pro · The II,obart Town Times ma"J tl1n fir•st one great evil which sap'l and undermi"nes' h b t d res been passed years a.go, many exist- b .. u t i . d 1 ave &en presen e · to the captain for the 

buses would long since have been swept IV o· fought the battle for the freedom of · ie i~ ependence of a large portion of the presence of mind he displayed in broaching 
. and at least Governme.1ts and ~he Press. When a stamp net was brought colom:i-1 Press. This is the power which . c'!-_rgo, when~ found that, if he had not 

t;ies a.nd political cliques would hav.e mto operation, imposing a shilling duty on Colomal and Provincial Governments pos· 
kept in greater subjection.. The evil each new~paper printed, the T·imes sess, in purchasing reports in return for dcne so, there could have been no reason
t so great now as at one time, and I appeared without a stamp, but without the profitable p'ltronage in their power to able doubt on his mind but that the crew 
the time is uot dista~t when w.e shall public news. Mr Bent was the first bestow. Until some measure be passed ~-uld have done it ou their own responsi
·ve and remember this great evil as a 
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sufferer. The ::iext proprietor, Mr Henry or some s teps be taken, by which the sup,. bihty. 
g of the pa&:. . iated in his Mel ville, sustained the struggle. Re- port of the Press shall not be purehasedj Fi;om ~elbourne I proceeded to explor., 
r. Fa:wkner .s policy, asac~tl~nc He writes peatedly and heavily fined, repeatedly and by the misapplication of the public money tte l!lter10r nf the western dis tricts of the 
lea.dmg . a~hcle, :t: Pof th~ Launcesto~ roughly imprisoned, l'l1r MelvH!e lived to the politica l independence of our coloni:i colony, where, h!Lving for a time engaged 
ri;:ny 1~05:c&mrussha.llriever be pros- see the emancipation of the Colonial Press ·ournalism will never be complete. Had ;nth a sheep farm~r in idyllic purnuits, r 
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;;d t~'s:urrility, c~lumny, syco:;:iha.ncyor and the liberty of the subject. But his L·s~u=c=h=p=ro~h::::i"'b~ito=r;y~m~~;;a;:$~u~r=e;s~b,;e,;;:enit!~a;::s~s~e~subsequently undertook: to advance the 
ffection. nor shall they be ma.de the tcontest ruined a fine fortune. Though her somewhat neglected educat ion of his 
icle of sl~uder, malice, or party- f~eling." 1 lost all, and is now a dependent old man years ago, many existing abuses woulllovely and charming daughter, who unfor-
ropose, as an instructive lesson ID 3ournal- 1 in London, he deserves to be acknowledged loug since have been swept away; 1~nd a tu~ately dur~ng my temporary a h 'lence got 
·c polity, to shew how Mr. Fawkner kept land honoured as the true defender of the eas t Governments and ministries an mtxed up with a bush fire and was con-

word. colonial newspaper Press. With no free oiitical cliques would ha\'C been keptf umecl. And this ~rougl!t my ellgagement 
worthy Methodist, _ one Mr. J?ows~tt, Press to overawe the tyranny of rulers the fll greater subjection. The evil is not so toa natural ternnnat ion. 
ed at what~~ ~onsidehed a trr;~~e :~f: state of the colonies can l>e imagined. jzreat now as at one time, and I hope the rh_en it was that I sought out and 

a fallen age, w ic wa~ s ewn hy - Even free persons were subje1·ted t,o the time is not distant when we shall be 1:,!;amed employment on a n ewspaper in 
c: of 
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tu~ re:~ :ri~nate a counteracting force, were flogged tbroup;b the streets of Hobart thing of the past. B -- hm by the name of Corio, after changed 
llh~becameowr.erand editor of a news-Townforusingabusivelanguage to,vards - " ~.~NYDER, oGeelong the inhabitants of which for 

P
er called the Cor_nwall Pres.a.. M. r. Government officers, The supposed N -Iv . l; 3e'eral years were in derision called 
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• • ..,- Ge longes Th · t f th 
wkner was a very thin, spa.re, IDutiv slandering of a school girl caused I TAKE SHIP FOR A DISTANT COLONY -I ' • e. e proprie or 0 e news 
n, Mr. Dowsett the reverse .. Mr. Fawkner the ollender to receive 150 lashes. Wit. GAIN EXPERIENCES IN PASTORAL· paier I engaged with, besides having a 
ld have. ridden feather weight, and l\(r.
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nesses who gaYe evidence uusati'lfactory PURSurrs.-I .ur ONCE MORE ON neivspaper, kept the po<;;t-office, a 
wsett might ~ave beea entered for a six- to the magistrate wet·e ordered to the tri· A NEWSPAPER. stitioner's shop, a store, a circulating 

en stone handicap. 
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d . . No man is wise who, having obtained a Jib·ary, a fancy repositor.v, and general 
A ~·r •pr•ng up •nd ra<>ed be.-... ee11. the an. g es, an . on one occasion a Jndge t 1 •t ·t t 1 .., T "" • " " • ... d t b grea popu ari y, wai s oo ong, so that it1.agmcy. here were other pursuits 
"terate editor-publican and the impulsive irec ed a witness to e taken ont of Court, begins to wane, and admiring multitudes ~a t•ached to the establishment which con
ethodist. The latte~ commenced th~and to receive one hundred lashes in order forgetting what he has done for them'.Js i<ted of a front shop, a printin~-room , and 
a.ult. All sanctities of private life werei to get more satisfactoryevidencefrorn him. nl b · · d h th ~! ll 

sregarded on both sides. Mr. DowsettWereadofmenbeingorderedtwenty-five 0 y earmmm .w a enowis. !had 1ma se,ttleme;ntinthe •.,pperstoryformy 
h 

as a reporter, acqwredgreat fame, and s eblployer s family. There was little or no 
ote and printed in hi11 organ t at Mr. lashes every morninp; for eight days in h 

awkner was an addled-headed blow-fly, a succession to induce them to make confes- int e full blaze of my achievements, m~ney in the town of Gee long in those days, 
phenomenon which I think mu~t besion. But when at last, through the pro· determined to quit for another colony ut what little thare was, was Qlade to go 
new in the annals of natural hiatory.!tracted struggles of Mr Bent and Mr Mel- then known as Port Phillip, now a heat way. The Geelongese were admir
Mr. D•wsett further asserted that Mr. .

11 
th . f Victoria. I p;ave the Editor notice of m Hle financiers. If a stranger came into 

Fawkner only measured four feet nine in v~ e, e right 0 the news?aper Press ~o intention to leave, and in return he gav he town and made payment of a one-pound 
file boots, but would perjure himsalf if he give freedom ot. expressio_n was vindi me the strongest of recommendations. note to his hotel-keeper for board, lodging. \ 
could induoe any one to believe he WM two cate~, these horrible cruelties and many He said I was the most imaginative re· nd refreshments, the hotel-keeper paid it 
inches taller. To which Fawkner retorted terrible abuses ceased to be perpetrated. porter he had ever known on any staff to. way to the spirit merchant, who paid it 
that Mr. Dowsett was an oleagenous moral Before a free Press tyranny halts, turns which h e had been attached. He gave mea\\'ay to his draper, who paid it to the 
pestilence. Mr. Dowsett treated the cha.rge back, and conceals itself within the folds some wholesome advice, and comforted me butcher, who paid it to the baker who in his 
with the utmost contempt by calling Mr. of its own ugly mantle. The names of with the assurance that if I lived ther~turn paid it to the grocer, who ~quared up 
F~wkner"' ~ve~~r.. Mr. Fawkner retorted Bent and Melville are always to be asso· was a brilliant future before me; but h w ;th the hotel-keeper, the original recipient 
with a. qu<:8~1on, Did ¥r. Dowsett remem- ciated with the ireedom of the colonial her the bailiff of the Lieutena.nt-Governor's thought I should be found more useful a<i of the one-pound note, on account of his grog 
Court, who advertised to be sold off at the Pre$s, and so I say, and let all say, God a member of the Fourth Estate if-if (h score. A little money at that time and by 
Albion Hotel, lollipops, bulls-eyes, ba.rley bl~ss these two brave but unhappy and hesitated a little)-"if, in fact, Mr Snyder the mode of financing I have indicated, 
suga.r, and kisses?" And, indeed, byasklligirumed men. your reports could be looked upon a&jus overed a multitude of liabilities. I don't 
Mr. Dowsett to call and pay his long- Younµ; colon,ists know nothing, and a little more reliable. For instance, hink the newspaper proprietor ever re. 
standing grog score. After this the Metho- can feel nothing of the immense boon, and have at time!.', in common with somece ·ved anything in specie himself. He 
~s.t r~tir~ fr~m the fight,. and the editor the manifold blessings in living in an others, had my doubts of the bona fta.d~a e orders to his compositors and his 
umtatIDg 11;1 pr~t the crowing of a rooater, atmosphere 6f freely-expressed public of that " Wild Boy and Girl of th recborter upon the various tradesmen fo1 
sa.t down .":1 tnumph. These are a few of topmion; but those dwelling in the early 'Woods." And the cavern scene in whic 00ith the necessaries and the luxuries of 
thfe ~memties of the Press n the days I am days of the colonies .know how t~ estimate the bushrangers had mad_e the rendez_vou !if . In the_ accounts kept-and the keep- ' 
re errIDg to. I· . . 

Some faint idea may be formed as to the j1t at i_ts true" orth .. Better, I thmk, a was, to my fancy, a little too h1~hl in~ of whrch formed a portion of my 
ay the newspaper press was then /erse- scurrilous PrE)ss, a libellous Press, or a coloured. But you have done well, and ~dtlties-very few money columns were 

uted, both in New South Wa.l~s an Tas- venal Press, than that there should be no a?1_sorry to lose you. ~ou n_eed not minliiused. On the left-hand side of the ledger 
ania.. Press at all. Sc)J.rrility and venality in givmg the usual months notice. You caniw;iuld be entered the subscription and 
.A.a Genera!- Darling had the reputation of the lower clas of newspaper writersi will go at once. The loss of you will sooneri urnrt ising account, while on the p er 

ress-gagger !'II Ne~ 1!3.outh Wal~s, so 901onel ·~lways be kept in check by an intelligent fade from the memory than if you 0 nfra side would be written the set-off
~hur .-ohtaIDed srmilar notonety ID Va.n eople, and by that noble community of continued your service any longer." something, perhaps, as follows :-1 lb. 
Diema.n a land. ress-writers who would not soil the paper Then I took ship and sailed away. t e;t., a pair of stay la<'es , 3 lbs. bacon, 1 tin 

Mr. Bent's struggle for freedom was the they put their thoughts on by writing When I say I took ship, I merely speak t e<'.pot, pair of lady's so:.:ks, half-pound 
first. And here by the way I may mention iwh · · that the Mr. ' Bent I iJiude to was at IS neither fit for men nor women metaphorically. I mean I took a schooner trfacle, &c. When a line was drawn 
the much-respected gra.ndsire of young t? read. For Il;lany years after the of about f~rty tons burden. It was 0'0w on both sides the account was 
Mr. Bent, the very clever delineator time I am speakmg of, a very large sec· manned by the captain, a mate, an able· 'Prtsumed to have balanced. This mode of 
of plantation nigger characters. Governor tion of the Press WM very de- <seaman, a boy, and a Newfoundland dog. ong business has long since passed 

hur had passed a most atrocious Act moralised. There were men to be found I was the only passenger. The Mary Ani;i. a\':i.y, and when at times I run short of 
the preamble it asserted that Van Die'. -and men, too, possessing the very can scarcely be said to have been a pas.m <:mey, I feel a wish it might return. I 

. n's Land was ~~b1:ished solely for con- highest order of talents-who prostituted senger vessel, She was not roomy betweei r ow that I had one of the best of em
ct.B, and that disciplIDe was essential for their powers; who indulged in the most decks; nor had she much saloon acco 1~l· yers, and this I may say, that what of 

hat cl~s. It was therefore enacted, that an vindictive personalities; who, in ribald modation. In fact, to l>e candid, I may sa · 01-0d in newspaper work I have l~rned, 
tat:i~dl }~~~ca!~:r:m~~~~.f:: ::u:! be ob- language, exposed the affairs of ~rivate the Mary Ann had no saloon accommod el was my first instructor. It was he 
£100. The newspaper proprieto~ w~t!1~! life; who robbed women or their f1ur fame tion whatever. My berth at night wa wh o impressed upon me this great truth, 
equired to find three sureties of £400 each. and men of their well-earned h_onour ; who under cover of the weather bulwarks an " '.rbat words spoken in anger ma.y be for

A Government censor was appointed over wrote blasphemy, and whose lives were as a boat's sail, but in the morning go,ten and forgiven; but that words of 
the Van Diema.n's Land Presa, to whom soiled and filthy as their writings. Thank invariably fonnd myself in from nine to ~er, written and printed, were indelible, 
every column, every paragraph, every line God, these evils have been blotted out of twelve inches of water in the lee-scuppers anllasted for ever. There was no knowing, 
~ad to be submi~ted for his approTa.l before the newspaper literature of later years. \ Provisions were laid on for a passage o~;nosaying when or whe.re a man might 
~t could be published. ~ newspaper editor The colonial Press, whatever its many twelYe days, whereas the passage laste no, produce these prmted words and 
ID another colony, ~.P°akmg of the unhappy faults may be, is now as pure in its tone, thirty, and as a not unnatural consequence fi~ t !I; them at his enemy's teeth." This ~d
~{" Bent, says :. -W: ell do we remem~er and as temp~rate in its language as in any provisions ran short. After a brief consul vue I have endeavoured, as well as an mr 
wi!~ ~i1::£t .Pa~os its Jcf:Cr, wl!en co:versIDg other part of the world where the fourth tation it was decided bY- a majority of th PC:fect nature will admit, to follow during 
ships he ~:. ~ "';~dure.esca~i~h ~h: ~:~~ estate lives i!"1 a~l the full strength of a whole to open hatches and break cargo. I m; own career, and I have tried to im. 
rolling down his cheeks has the hoary who~esome vit~hty. To form some con- consisted of six-feet palings, fiaoringjoist priss it on my juniors. Attack principles 
veteran detailed to us the horrors he was cept10n of the immense power the news. and quartering, several hogsheads o sferociously as you like, walk into big 
often and often doomed to feel on receivin paper Press now holds at its command Hobart Town ale, a number of 7lb jars o public men upon public grounds, smash 
back his proof-sheets, sometimes 

60 
altere~ for good., we have only to imagine that Tasmanian jam, and some kegs of pickle ' them,pulveri~ethem,annihihate theirprin

tha~ he C?~ld sc~roely recognise a fraction o£ some arbitrary order bas gone forth for- herring. To each man was assigned ja~·11les, but trench not upon their privato 
I their ongmal rmport. Para.graph& were bidding the prin.ting and circulating in ad lihitum, and pickled herrings, with tw lives. Leave poor helpless women and 
stru~k out which were vital to the sense and the colony of any newspaper for just no quarts of beer ptir diem. The six-fee r11ing men, however gre.at sinners they 
lbonsi11tency of his article, and sometimes more than one year. Then proceed to pal\ngs were ~mployed for keeping the 4Y be, to themselves'. I;etphilanthropis~s 
hl~~~.celumns cut down at •no remor11eleu imagine in that one year what abuses galley-stove gomg. On the thirtieth day and professors of rehg~on take them m 

• Jd · · t rr h out we sighted Williamson Town and on hand. Newspaper "lvriters, in the very 
r SNYDER wou sprmi;i: m 0 i e; w at cruel acts · the thirty-first we warped up th~ Yarr hature of their profession, are compelled 

'.rhe di.!llculties attending upo f' I I would be perpetrated. How the liberty of 
1 

• • . n a ree 
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bile subject would be trampled on The to the wharf. And here I may remark tha to write perforce many things which cause 
~~J1~ess1on of opin~on throui:th the Press 1 rich grinding down the poor-the' poor, to the present day I have detested ja p 11iu. My brothers of the press, do you 
p o. so~1 e contn\'ances of the Roman lawless and depraved. Government and pickled herrings, but haYe not lost m take heed unto my words. Try ::your · 
h <~~qu,~1 ki.n~'. An old ~tump ofn g uua-trce corrupt .. Officials n~rogant. Life and liking for colonial ale. utmost to avoid giving offence and you 
t been lcCt m Lhe middle o[ Elizabeth- property msecure. Vice rampant every· The first guinea I earned as a Victorian ,w 1 still make enemies, hut make as few :

1 

s rceL, Hobart town. All sorts ofadvertiRe· J where. Who that thinks at all of the journalist was writing a heartre!<ding of.them as possibl~. It is almo~t a cer- / 1
; 

~nents were atta ched to this lounge of the I period to which I have be3n referring account of the passage, with the a.wfu1 tnnty thn~ they will turn up agam~t you 
f own~p.e~ple. This was the place selected d es not feel this would be as is said of sufferings of the captain and crew. I took ' a l some time or other, to your discom-
or Cl'lticis ms upon the conduct; of Govern- it1 the account to the Port Phillip Pat?-iot, fi;ure. 

n:ent officials , and the early vis itants at It i$ not so much the actual and positive [then owned by Mr Boucicault-brother i ' Let me here relate something which 
' \ ~y a.fford some idea how a good man ca¥ 

hwe his revenge. b. 
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