1t in return for the Pro-
¢ patronage 1n their
Eoom 1

ken, by which
| not be purchased by ©

tﬁstump were often edified by the detalls
of some tyrannical act of a Government
One poor fellow was caught in
the act of affixing a placard of this
character, for which he received #hyee
hundred lashes,

The Hobart Town Times was the fivag
who fought the battle for the freedom of
the Press. When a stampact was brought |
into operation,imposing a shilling duty on |
each newspaper printed,
appeared without a stamp, but without
public news. Mr Bent was the first
The next proprietor, Mr Henry
Melville, sustained the sfruggle.” Re-
\peatedly and heavily fined, repeatedly and
roughly imprisoned, Mr Melville lived to
see the emancipation of the Colonial Press
rcophancy or #nd the liberty of the subject. But his

misapplication
ence of our ~ co

: ugeéh;?ufd long

kept in greater subjecti
; s(}) gmtm as abt one i
y the time i ot distant when:
and remember this great

licy, as enunciated in his
pacitic. He wntes,
of the Launceston
never be pros- |

ﬁ?& been swepi
verameats and
es would htwp
on. The 3\'11

evil 48 & gufferer,

[armony iﬁ t.h& motto
e tiser, whose colurr usshall

good the Press accomplishes, as the many |- -
wrongs it keeps in check, which without | I mistake not, to the present eminent
such a suppressing power would spring up [ dramaticauthor and actor, Testimonials
over the land as poisonous fungi upon un- | Were not in vogue in those days; orI am
wholesome ground, There is, however, ||quite sure a most flattering one would
one greab evil which saps and undermines | have been presented to the captain for the
the u}dependenee of a large portion of the || Presence of mind he displayed in broachi

e:ﬂoma.l Press. This is the power which {|cargo, when he found that, if he had no
Colonial and Prol_vlnclal Governments pos®/ d' : x e e -
ts}:ess, in purchasing reports in return for agﬁaedz%blb eri.;lf,oul(i hdage tbe tgntnfhreason-

e proﬁtab‘le patronage in their power to A3 haw 0; e el e e
bestow. Until some measure be passe [;’;{t AFSOIGIS a0 Vi oWl sesponst:
;;:togxfc :El?i,be mkgnhby wt})’;(’h the sup, Frf)-m Melbourne I proceeded to explors

b ress shall not be purchase g - 5 Y :
Ly e isapplcaionof e public mameyel o 4 L 10 weston et ofthe
n P ., 1’ £} e
journalism wﬂliﬁzral;,:zb‘:n];z:ef omfl;iﬂl! “'i;: a sheep farmer in idyllic pursuits, I
{such prohibitory r - E] subsequently underfock to advance the
-—_Er_______ﬂmmm beeq ssed somewhat neglected edacation of his

seurrility, calumny,
ol norwshall they be
¢ of slander, malice,

made the|contest ruined a fine fortune. Tho
or party feeling.” lost all, and is now a dependent ol
an instructive lesson in journal-|in London, he deserves to be acknowledged
shew how Mr. Fawkner kept and honoured as the true defender of the

Methodist, one Mr. Dowsett,
he considered a terrible sign
which was shewn by the exis-
under such manage
the very desperation e
izinate & connteracting foi

‘colonial newspaper Press. With no free
|Press to overawe the tyranny of ralers the

state of the colonies can be fmagined.

{Even free persons were snbjected to the

¢ lash for very trivial offences, and women

(were flogged through the streets of Hobart

d editor of a news- Town for using abusive language towards

Mr.|Government
slandering of a
e reverse. Mr. Fawkner the offender to receive 150 lashes. Wit.
1ld have ridden feather weight, and Mr
owsett might have beem entered fora
en stone handicap.

g upand raged betweew the
-publican, and the impulsive,
latter commenced

hce of & paper

. he became oWLer an
C’o::nwaﬂ Press.

Lwkner was & Vi

an, Mr. Dowsett t
+*nesses who gave evidence unsatisfactory
to the magistrate were ordered to the tri-
‘angles, and on one occasion a judge
directed a witness to be taken out of Court,
and to receive one hundred lashes in order
All sanctities of private life were to get more satisfactoryevidence from him,
on both sides. Mr. Dowsett Weread of men being ordered twenty-five
. printed in his organ that Mr. lashes every morning for eight days in
Fawkner was an addled-headed blow-fly, asuccession to induce them to make confes-
'sion. But when at last, through the pro.
'tracted struggles of Mr Bent and Mr Mel-
ville, the right of the newspaper Press to
give freedom of expression was vindi
‘cated, these horrible cruelties and many
; To which Fawkner retorted terrible abuses ceased to be perpetrated.
that Mr. Dowsett was an oleagenous moral Before a free Press tyranny halts, furns
: back, and conceals itself within the folds]
‘of its own ugly mantle,

bhenomenon which 1  think must
new in the ammals of mnatural histo
‘Mr. Dewsett further asserted that
measured four feet nine in
his boots, but would perjure himself if he
one to believe he was tw

could induoe any

estilence. Mr. Dowsett treated the ch
ith the utmost contempt by _ea]ling
veller. Mr, Fawkner retorted Bent-and Melville are always to be asso-
ciated with the freedom of the colonial
® Press, and so [ say, and let all say, God
bless these two brave but unhappy and
¥ ruined men. |

' Young colonists know nothing,
of the immense boon, and

The names of

ion, ‘“‘Did Mr, Dowsett remem-
iliff of the Lientenant-Governor'
| Court, who advertised to be sold off at th
Albion Hotel, lolli
Bl ,md-kiueu'!”
Mr.. Dowsett to call

bulls-eyes, barl
d, indeed, by as

grog score.  After this the Metho- can feel nothing
fight, and the editor the manifold, blessings in living insan
of freely-expressed public
ose dwelling. in the early
Press n the days I am days of the colonies know how to estimate
worth, Better, I think, &
.. scurrilons Press, a libellous Press, or a
Tag.| venal Press, than thatthere should be no
Press atall. Scurrility and venality in
the lower class of newspaper writers will
in New Bouth Wales, so Colonel aglways be kept in check by an intelligent
eople, and by that noble community of
writers who would not soil the paper
the Ythey put their thoughts on by writing
e way, I may mention yrhat is neither fit for men nmor women
For many years affer
OBDE time I am speaking of, a very large sec’
jtion of the
There were men to be foand,

stan
ﬂi.utd:'timd from the

Fobwk

jmitating in print the crowing of a rooster, atmosphere
gat down in triumph. These are a few of opinion ; but
amenities of the

o

-
it

t.h. aint ides may be formed as to the
way the newspaper

As General Darling had the reputation of

iir

%
g%

uth Wales an

ined similar notoriety in Van

Dieman’s land.
_ Mr. Bent's struggle for freedom was the !

: st the Mr.

) to was|

ted grandsire of 69 “read;
tation migger characters. Governor '
bad passed a most atrocious Act, |
the preamble it asserted that Van Die- '—and men, too, possessing the very
highest order of talents—who prostituted
their powers ; who {ndulged in the most
vindictive personalities; who, in ribald
language, exposed the affairs of private
life ; who robbed women of thelr fair fame
and men of their well-earned honour ; who (
wrote blasphemy, and whosé lives were as
soiled and filthy as their writings. Thank
God, these evils have been blotted out of
the newspaper literature of later years.
The colonial Press, whatever its many
faults may be, is now as pure in its tone,
and as temperate in its language as in any
£ | other part of the world where the fourth
estate lives in all the full strength of a
wholesome vitality. To form some con-
ception of the immense power the news.
paper Press now holds at its command
for good, we have only to imagine that
.some arbitrary order has gone forth for-
bidding the printing and circnlating in
d |lthe colony of any newspaper for just no
'more than one year. Then proceed to
\imagine in that one year what abuses
would spring into life; what ecruel acts
| be perpetrated. How the liberty of
shie 'subject would be trampled on. The
rich grinding down the poor—the poor,
and  depraved.
Officials arrogant. Life and
property insecure. Vice rampant every-
where. Who that thinks at all of the
period to which T have besn referring
d es not feel this would be

;
2

man’s Land was established solely for con-
5, and that discipline was essential for
class, Tt was therefore enacted, that an
onusl licence for a newspa;
tained fl‘;ﬁl Government

e news ristor was also
'uiradtaﬁndtllrzpes;l&?eg of £400 each.
Government censor was appointed over
Valll Dieman’s Land Pm.‘ph,' to whom
levery column, e paragra;
thad to be submi for his. approval before
it could be published.
in another colony, speakin

with what pathos its editor, when conversin
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A newspaper editor
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with his friends, would descant on the hard-
he had to endure. With ‘the tears
g down his cheeks has the hoary
veteran detailed to us the horrors he was
often and often doomed to feel on receivi
proof-sheets, sometimes so alte
that he could scarcely recogni
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nsistency his article, and sometimes
‘whole celumns cut down at ene remorseless

The difliculties attending upon a free |

|
.expl‘&ssion of opinion through the Press !
| Some contrivances of the Roman :
Ar;.; old stump of a gma-tree | COrTUPL.
: n the middle of lizabeth-
Street, Hoharb_ town. All'sorts of advertise-
attached to this lounge of the
This was the place selected
upon the conduct of Govern- ||
ment officials, and the early visitants at

had'been left i

as is said of

It is not so much the actual and positive

iong since have Been swapb away ; and a. tunately during my temporary absence gob
mixed up with a bush fire and was con-

umed. And this brought my engagement

toa natural ter mination.

Phen it was that I sought out and

tained employment on a newspaper in

years ago, many existing abuses wou@mﬂly and charming daughter, who unfor-

ieast Governments and ministries an
poiitical eliqnes would have been kept
in greater subjection. The evil is not so
great now as at one time, and I hope the
time is not distant when we shall be ;i
alive and remembes this great evil as a lznsg‘cutrlli :tlown Di Em‘? Phﬁhp L lkmw:
— ftht Al ame o OT10, attér change
thing of thg_p&gt. 3‘!; SNYDER. &

ok R Y [ Geelong the inhabitants of which for
No. IV. 4_ .3e-erul years were in y derision called
Gelongese, The proprietor of the news
. TA:fmsné?xpgg&:Cgs;;N: MCTOOII'?ANE‘_I. vaser I engaged swith, besides having a
PURSUITS.—I AM ONCE MORE ON nevspaper, kept ‘the post-office, a
A NEWSPAPER, stitioner's shop, a store, a circulating
No man is wise who, having obtained allibary, a fancy Tepository, and general
great populariby, waits too long, so thatitfagmey. There were other pursuits
begins to wane, and admiring multitudes ,Eat.vached to the establishment, which eon-
forgetting what he has done for them,sisted of a frontshop, a printing-room, and
only bear in mind what he now is. I hadj&sall settlement in the npper story for my
as a reporter, acquired great fame, and sdebiployer’s family. There was little or o
inthe fuall blaze of my achievements, Jmoney in thetown of Geelongin those days,
determined to quit for another colony—jbut what little there was, was made to go
.then known as Port Phillip, now asgp great way. The Geelongese were admir-
Victoria. Igave the Editor notice of myfble financiers, If a stranger came into
intention to leave, and in return he gavethe townand made paymentof a one-pound
me the strongest of recommendations.fnote to his hotel-keeper for board, lodging. |
He said I was the most imaginative rejand refreshments, the hotel-keeper paid it '
porter he had ever known on any staff toaway to the spirit merchant, who paid it
 which he had been attached. He gave meaway to his draper, who paid it to the
some wholesome advice, and camiforted me
with the assurance that if I lived the
was a brilliant future before me; but helw:th the hotel-keeper,the original recipient
thought I should be found more useful asjoftheone-poundnote, onaccount of his grog
‘a member of the Fourth Estate if—if (helseore. A little money at that time, and by
hesitated a little)—*‘if, in fact, Mr Snyder,the mode of financing I have indicated,
your reports could be looked upon as justieovered a multitude of liabilities, I don’t
a little more reliable. For instance, Iithink thenewspaper proprietor ever re.
have at times, in common with someieived anything in specie himself. He
others, had my doubts of the bona gave orders to his compositors and his
of that “ Wild Boy and Girl of thgreporter upon the various tradesmen for
Woods.” And the cavern scene in whiclboth the necessaries and theé luxuries of
{the bushrangers had made the rendezyoudlife. In the accounts kept—and the keep-
was, to my fancy, a little too highlying of which formed a portion of my
coloured. Buf you have done well, ancd dities—very few money columns ywere
am sorry to lose yon. You need not mindused. Onthe left-hand side of the ledger
giving the usual month’s notice. You m{:ﬁu’d be entered the subscription and
go at once. The loss of you will sooneragvertising account, while on the per
fade from the memory than if yonjeonfra side would be written the set-off—
continued your service any longer.” something, perhaps, as follows:—1 1b,
Then I took ship and sailed away.|tes, & pair of stay laces, 3 1bs. bacon, 1 tin
"When Isay I took ship, I merely speakitesPot, pair of lady's sovks, half-pound
|metaphorically, I mean I took a schooneritreacle, &c. When a line was drawn
lof about forty tons burden. It wasfbeoWw on both sides the account - was
manned by the captain, a mate, an able-ipreumed to have balanced. This mode of
seaman, a boy, and a Newfoundland dog.jdong business has long since passed
I was the only passenger. The Mary A_nn;:gﬂ-y, and when at times I run short of
can scarcely be said to have been a pa,g'm#ney, Ifeel a wish it might return. I
senger vessel, She was not roomy betweei rL_bw that I had one of the best of em-
{decks; nor had she much saloon accout pliayers, and this I may say, that what of
| modation. In fact, to be candid, I may od in newspaper work I have learned,
|the Mary Ann had no saloon accommoddhe was my first instruetor. It was he
tion whatever. My berth at night walwho impressed upon me this great truth,
under cover of the weather bulwarks and* That words spoken in anger may be for-
a boat’s sail, but in the morning goten and forgiven; but that words of
invariably fonund myself in from nine to'@Pger, written and printed, were indelible,
twelve inches of water in thelee-scuppers lasted for ever, Therewas noknowing,
Provisiens were laid on for a passage of Dsaying when or where a man might
twelve days, whereas the passage lasted 1O produce these printed words and
thirty, and as anot unnaturalconsequence ﬂ-lm: them at his enemy’s teeth.” This _m'l-
|\ provisions ran short. After a brief consul I viee I have endaa_.vonmd.. as well as an im-
‘tation it was decided by a majority of the perfect nature _wnil admit, to toll_ow dur}ug
‘whole to open hatches and break cargo. If{™ 0Wwn career, and I have tried to im.
|consisted of six-feet palings, floring jo[st“ss it on my juniors. Attack principles

and quartering, several hogsheads off® ferociously as you like, walk into big
fpublic men upon public grounds, smash

Hobart Town ale, a number of 71b jars off B _
‘Tasmlmla.n jam, ;.nd some kegs of ij:nickl them, pulverise them,annihihate theirprin-
iples, but trench not upon their private

herring. To each man was assigned jam™

lad libitum, and pickled herrings, with twq ives. Leave poor helpless women and

|quarts of beer per diem. The six-feet erling men, however great sinners they

;palings were employed for keeping the/™#¥ be, to themselves, Let philanthropists

galley-stove going. On the thirtieth day;*d professors of religion take them in

out we sighted Williamson Town, and on hand. Newspaper writers, in the very

{the thirty-first we warped up the Yarrs hature of their profession, are compelled :
to the wharf. And here I may remark that,*? Write perforce many things which cause

|to the present day I have detested japﬂin. My brothers of the press, doyon

| and pickled herrings, but have not lost myjtoke heed unto my words. Try your,

Niking for colonial ale, 'ulﬁost to :;oid. giving offence and ¥ou

A {wil still make enemies, bat make as few

_o?';ha ﬁra: g:iuéﬂmwauh:axiﬁm foithem as possible, It is almost a cer-

':.c colunmtaot the: paseage. with, the & ﬂﬂﬁlgul (teinty that they will turn up against youlj'
Toaffer of theeaptatn and erew.. Ltoa) a) some time or other, to your discom-

ings P fijure.

hill alriol, [ i

e sl Tak mo o rlae someihing whichf

hive his revenge.
R ! ek gt

u}l nmay afford some idea how a good man mg | /
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