
case~ of delirizon tre1nMs, tl;e men who were con.;ii"ct un-der ~our c rge o the -ria.m.e of tffe iiumlier o~ons serve~ om;; ~411 n~ The mfficulties iltenC!lllf0iPon· a ·rree l!X· 
lost and perished in the bush, the narrow Edward Smith. ' Upon this the head of the was directly on his own part, and indirectly 1 pression of opinidn through the PreBS led to 
escapes from .violent deaths, attempted out- department thought for a while, and then on the part of friends and relatives, con- r some contrivanceis of the Roman Pa.squin 
rages frust rat ed, or outrages in a complete said, "I think we have. He is No. 7498 on cerned in supplying the commissariat, he f kind. An old stump of a gum-tree had been 

on : ~tatc of accomplishment; cruel desertions, the prison books." thought I had better drop the subject. But ~.ift in the middle of Elizabeth-street, Hobart 
I acts of ])ravcry, daring r escues, women pur- "Why do you, dearest, aud most adorable 1 did not drop the subject. In less than Town. All sort11 of advertisements were 

sta1 sued by hulls, the discovery of a new ammal ma.dam, ask me a question so beside the in- three weeks "by the indefatigable exertions attacl'\ed to this launge of the townspeople. 
nat of enormous di men ions, seen by a stock- spiring sunounclings of the present moment ?" of the · members of the constabulary, This '"as the pla.ce selected for critieisJUB 
C01 1i_,le1·· to en_ierge from a Jake on a moonlight "Bi;cause," said the lady, "I deaire to aided by' the sagacity of the detec- upon t .be conduet of Government officials, 
del mght, wl~ich appeared to be somethmg be·ihave him in my service as my assigned ser- tives," I caused it to be generally and the> early visitants at the stump were 
cer tween a hip)_.lOpotanms and 3: whale, were all vant. His mother was my washerwoman, known that, with the exception of I otten edilied by the details of some tyrannical 
gou~ the emn.nat1011s of my prolific pe~. I was and for his mother's sake I feel an interest in tw.o, the whole of the runaway act of a G'overnment official. One poor fellow 
b the reporter who ascertamed the exIBtence of getting him out of his present trouble." pr~soners had been captured. I l~oked ~pon was caught in the act of a.ffixing a )?la.card of 
bai a wild boy of the wood~, who, upon the ap- "Madam," was the reply, "your slightest tins as a mast~r-stroke of makmg thrngs this charac,\er, for which he received three 

1th€ pearance of a human bemg, ran up the tr~nks wish is unto me as a law. The sun shall not i run smooth, uniform_. and level. My em- hundred lasl.•es. 

{ 
cor of ~rees and concealed himself m the foliage. have risen upon the landscape an hour and a pl?yer, !iowever, ca?t1onecl m.e not to i;neddle The HobarC Town Timu w1111 the first who 
:..io I afterwards discovere~ tha~ near to the spot half to-morrow mornin~ when No. 7498 will with pr1sone; quest10~. 'V1thout prisoners fought the tattle for the freedom of the 
ma Jiau b_een also seen a wild girl of the wood, be in your kitchen awaiting your commands. the.commu~1ty who .liv.id upon them must Press. When a. Stamp Act was brought 
wa who lived m the holes of rocks near to the Should he prove disobedient to your orders pensh. 'Yi~out prl8onen. the Govern~ent into operation imposing a shilling duty on 
ver sea shore_, and who wn:s presumed to be .the you have but to report him to me and he staff of offic1als. muiit be reduced by nme- each newspaper printed, the 'l'iniea appeared 
ro1 orphan sister of _the wikl boy . . Upon this I shall taste of the cat of many tails. ' tenths. That 1£ every abuse was to be put without a stamp, but without public news. 
be founded a beautiful and touchmg legend. I , down, what would become of those who Mr. Bent was the fust 1,u1ferer. The next 

, kn· ' told how many years ago a gentleman ! A shudder passed across. the lady s face. received Government pay to perpetri. proprietor, Mr. Reary 11Ielville, sustained 
po< of high birth a:icl parentage, living upou But she spoke not a word m answer to the them! And whe~ I came to t~ink of this I the struggle. Repeaiedly' and heavily fined, 
sal Jns own estate ill a seqnesteretl vale near I cold-blGoded proposal. . · could not help saymg-What, mdeed ! •I w repeatedly and roughly imprisoned, Mr. 
wl to the lovely and picturesque Lake Win- Then on the next morrung the lady cla.specl instructe<l to let prisone1'8 alone. Prisone Melville lived to see the. ei naucipation of the 

1 le\ <lermere, haLl shot a ruffian for making her conVlct husband to her bosom. were to be looked upoa as sacred. If it w Colonial Press and the libt rty of the iubject. 
vi< improper overtures to his wife, which she Time passed, and the head of the depart- found necessary to ;oay anything about pri But hi~ contest ruined a&4 , fortune. Though 
So indignantly refused to listen to. Find- ment found himself slighted-snubbed, in souers, the policy was to advocate sendin he lost all, and is now a d6) pendent old man 
th: ing that she could not release herself from fact, and he sought a.bout for an explanation . more of them out, BO that the income of th in London, he deserves io I be acknowledged I 
th the iicoundrel's imvortuniti~s . she informed of the c~ge. 'Vhispers were bruited colony might be increased, the official stilft and ho"?ured as the tl'\lil defender of th~ 
po her husband, who she loved with a devotion abroad that the lady had ta.ken an extraordi- enlarged, and the commissariat departmen colonial newspaper Preu. With no free 
ne unparalleled in the history of conjugal life. nary fancy for No. 7498. It was even re- extended. Things have changed now in thi Pn38 t; ?verawe the tyn nny of rulers the 
aD The blood boiled in the husband's veins, his portetl. that she allowed him to invade the fair garden. state of the coloniea can bt J imagined. Even 
Tl eyes almost started from his .head, due to privacy of her sleeping apai·tment during free pe_rs~ns were subjeo- be.d to the lash forl 
be suppressed passion ; and so, giving out that unseemly hours of the night. CE lN THE LIFE OF very triTial offences; and• women were flogged 
ta h~ had gone upon a journey to a distant part In a fortnight from this, No. 7498 REMINISCEN S through the streets of Hobart Town for 
ca or t~Le country, he c~ncealecl hJIDself in a f0tilld :1llmself in. a felon's cell laden with A COLONIAL JOURNALIST.• using abusive laJi~e ti iwards Government 
an acl. parlour, ancl awaited the comillg of the heavy irons. This was done at the command officers. The sup~sed a) .andering of a school 
P8 ·wily woulLl-be seducer. It was jnst as of the head of the department. Three girl caused the otteuder to receive 150laahes. 
m the sun had descended below the horizon, months after tHis event the head of MORE ABOUT COLONIAL NEWS- Witn~es who gave evidence unaatisfactory 
af and the tips of t he distant hills the d~partment reported to his Go- p APEIIB ~ to the magistrate wei:I e ordered to the tri-

~~ ~~~~~~·n ~~~1i:i~:~~~~f;e1l~\~h be~~~:~~~~ I fi~:Uj:~. thf :0~~4~d h~riJi!~ca~: No. III.. ~ • . . :U!!:ies~! ': ~e:c :~~0~t h~~~. ~~t~ 
lo the tootstep of the n llam ~as heard on the of the wardeRs to allow her to enter his cell, A-r the time of which I have been writing receive 100 lashes in order to get more 11atis-
al verandah where th~ fom~ wife who was giving ~here she had filed off his irons, '.Wd," chang- there were three newspapers in full bloom in factory evid(lnce from him. We read of men 

h
in' suck at t he f~untam~ of life to her mnocent mg dresses, he had left the pnson, being Th Ad , rt il<f r the Examiner being ordered 25 l.a.8hes every morning for 

habc was still plymg her busy needle. mistaken for the female who had entered it. l Launceston. e . i e ' . ' eight days in succe!llion to induce them to 
tl 'Vith oily. tongue and _glib words the man 1 She was brought before a magistrate, and and the Ohr<micle. The .Advertiser Wllll a make confession. But when at last through 
C renell·etl his uuportumties. At that iastant I being closely questioned stated that it was "high-toned" paper, and never descended to I the protracted stmg~les of Mr. Bent and Mr. 

~.he sc_mnd of a gu nshot pen~tr~ted the even- her htIBband she had helped to escape. She j personalities, '.l'nd s~rved as a co~trast to the ~el ville, th~ righti of the newijpaper :Press to 
mg au, antl a corpse fell W'.thm a few feet of knew not where he had departed for, and if Chronicle, which did. Th~ editor of th1 give freedom of 41xpression was vindicated 
•he young mother and h~r llIBult_ed husband. she knew they could draw her life's blood latter was an old sea captam, of the rough- these horribhe cruelties and many terribl~ 
There was an mquest, a committal, and a from her ere she would divulge the secret. and-tumble school (he went aloft ~y yeara abuaea ceased to be perpetrated. 
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trial, and the ~usband. was sentenced to be After a time, public sympathy being strong ago). He was a ~n wh~ had.no difficulty Before a free Pr~ tyrannv halts, turns 
transportecl to Ta;;mama for a t erm of four- in her favour, she was liberated, and was in givin~ expression to. his fe.elings towards I back, and coIMleaJs itaelf withln the folds of 
teen years. H~ wen~ . out , branded as a never more seen alive. Three years had those Wlth whom he might diff~r. As ca~- ita OW!l ugly mantle. The name' of Bent 
f~lon, i.µ n. convict _ship. A parting inter- elapsed when two skeletOna were discovered tain of a ship he had never failed ~ •peak I ud Melville are alwaya to be associated with 
view between the prisoner and his wife was 1 in a cavern near the sea foam which lashes his mind to those he had to deal With; and the freedom of I the colonial Press, and so I 
allowed l:>y the authorities. The husband's ; the eastern side of the island. One was that as having the command of a newspaper he d 1 t all G d bl 
grief was indescribable. The wife's was not of a male the other a female. The likeletons walked the deck of it, so to speak, aml he :~~:but ~hap]\>~a!":id r~ined ~~n~hese two I 
so. 8he smiled upon him, and pressing his were locked in each other's embrace. It was swore, and ordered, and bullied as he had 
two hands between her o:wn she said, "It is the escri.ped convict and his faithful wife. been wont to do of yore, when he W'lll ?rder- r.J 0::f~lo~s~ fue~e:othi~ an~ can 
only fo~ a few n;iouths, dear husband, How or by what means they came by ing his vessel to be put about! or -vrhile re- "f ld b~ . ~ . li . 811

• n, an the 
whtin, with our darling babe, we shall meet such a t errible death never was ascer- ducing sail in a squall, or keepmg his vesael 1 maw 0 essm1 ~ ll1 vmg m. an ~t~oa­
again." \Vith these mysterious words-words tained. In wea'<-ing the story into such oft' a lee-shore. And those who reme~ber, th:r~h of · fdeelifu ixp~es:i:1 pu?lida opi~ioh; 
ofmyste~ousco~oi:t--thewifedeparted,ancl a romantic web, I know I brought orhaverea.d .inolde~ timeshow.captama of~ . os~ weh ig;: Jeary.t y~o t 8 

t l\.e convic t, h eavily ironet and manacled, was it about that the wild boy and girl of the merchant ships, or mdeed captains of men· omes ow 0 w es mate i at its true 
conveyed away and placed on board a com- wootls were the offspring of that devoted 'I of-war, did swear, may. be able t~ forr:i worth. Better, I think, a scurrilous Preas, 
~on pnson·ship, to be taken across t he "her- wife and her husband. l narrated. in nine some idea of the -style or the ol_d. skippers ~hlibello:sJd'i:' ;ir a venal PreB11, than that 
. nng pond." Such were the coarse and brutal columns of long primer that which is here leading articles when an oppos1ti~n news- . de 8 0 lit . no ~ees at a.IL Scurrility 
words of a harO.~ned criminal. (to whom I contl.ensed into a few brief lines, and there paper attempted to c~oss his bows an vena Y . m t ~ lower class of 
husband was cha'.-lled) as he bid goed-by to was such an immense demand for the paper and round up u!1der his st<:~n. The ~ewapaper wnters ~ ~ always kept 
his paramour, ielling her, in word11 of levity, for weeks after that no less than three editions Launceston .Examiner was a pious pu~- m d c:ec1ui :y bLn intelli~:nt leople, 
to take care of herself, and keep her weather had to be printed off for sale. There were lication. If either of the ot~er paper~~- an .te Y h& no uld comtmunily tk press. 
eye open ~&inst bobbies and beaks. 

1 

people who said the whole affair was one of fered from it on a purely social or political ~n rs t Ji ~ tho htano Jb ao .t. 8 paper 
~ , · . - my concoctions, and even went so far as uestion, it replied by hinting that the . ey.pu ell' ou~ on Y wn mg what 

'.!hen, I went. on to relate. how. i:1g~t to assert that the ild bo d . 1 f th iditors would find it all out in the next is neither fit for men n.or women tor~. For 
months after thlS event a ship arrived m I ocl h d w Y an gir 0 e ld many years after the time I "am speaking of a 
Hobart Town, ha Ying a lady passenger on w.o . 8 a . never ,yet been beheld by ~ny wor · . 1 very large section 01• the Press was very 
board, with a lady's maid in attendance on ?iedibl: witness. These people I despised It ~y be as well, m order to throw so~-. demoralised. There were men to be found 
her, besidEs a page in silver buttons. I told m ID.}'. eart. . . ~mall hght upon the early days of colo.mal 1 -and men, too, poeseaaing the very hig!test 
hew the ship contained many tona measure- . ThlS was an achievement which for.the Journalism, to ~o ~k a f~w yea.rs p~evious order of talents-who proatituted their 
ment of elegant furniture, and trunks upon .tim~ place~ me at t~e top of my prc:>fesswn, !'<>• and f?r this information I &Ill m !>!'rt / powers ; who indulged in the most vindic­
trunks enclosing rich wardrobes belonging to Butitwasieally~oth~g, am~re-fiea ~ite, ao to mdebted to a work by ~r. James Borwick tive personalitiea; who, in ribald laJiguage, 
the lady passenger. 'Vhen she landed she speak, to what m . this particular hne I sub- , and to con,temporary wn~rs. j exposed the aJfaira of private life; who 
was rowed on shore in the captain's gig sequently accomplished. . The Launceston Adiiertl8ei: was begun by robbed women of their fair fame a.nd men of 
sitting inl the stern sheets upon the British .1 know 1 crea~ed a.great sensati~n by the Mr. John Fawkuer, a. publican, who was their well-ea.med hououra; who wrote bla.s­
cnsigu, anld protected from the cold breeze discovery of a gigantic cavern, ~hich could afterwards known as t~e c~lebrated John phemy, and whose lives were &II soiled and 
by being enveloped in a complete set · of Qnly be entered by a small opemn~ t~ugh Pascoe Fa.w:kner, of Victona. He was a. filthy as the~ writings. Tlu.nk Goel, these 
Marryatt's signals. She put up at the best the ho~ow trunk of a tree, and which it waa re~kable mstanc9: of what ma.;y: be acC?m· / evils have been blotted out of the newspaper 
hotel in tlie town. On the next day she en- ascert_;amed had been the r~treat of the most p~hed by energy m the colollles ; r1s~g, literature of la.tar years. The colonial Presa, 
gaged the; services of a house aaent, who n~tonous bushrangers. It was found to con- as lll '!'ell .known to a!J. . old T~man.1ans whatever its many faults may be, ia now aa 
rented for her a mansion which hacf formerly tall!- the skeletons ?f numerous wom~n, and V:ictonans, from a:i illiter~te, ill-tramecl pure in its tone and aa temperate i• itlr 
been occupied by a judge now retired from which h~ been. forcibly abducted, earned lad to become a ':'ery mfiuent1~ m~mber of language aa in any other part of the 
judicial life. This she t.:Unished magnifi- away .to the cav:ern, ~d then compelled to the Upper Parliament of y1cto_na.. The world where the fourth estate lives in all 
cently · in the E li7.abethan style. The submit to theu- rum, and afterwarda .Advert&11er was born aome time ~ Febru· the full strength of a wholesome vitality. 
tlrawing·room was drapecl with rich ml~~red. . . ary, ~829. Mr. Fawkner was ed~tor and To form some conception of the immense 
~pestry, while t c:> tread the carpets was imm as I who ~IBcover~ the finding of an propneter. He .was a.180 8: publican and power the newapaper Presa now holds at ita 
hke unto walkmg on feather beds. e1:18e meteoi;~ magnetic stone, the equal storekeeper, and it ~as at his hostelr:f the command for good, we have only to 
'l 'hc dining-rooms were in keeping. The ~: :'sh~ch .the ~n~ish Muse~ could not bo~t newspaper .was published .. The first issue imaj!ine that some arbitrary order has gone 
chief bed room was the dream of lo . avmg m its possession. The.precJ.Se o~ned with a~ ~vertisement of th.e forth forbidding the printing and circulating 
a fairy. The description I gave of cality of the cavern and ~he meteon~ stene editor and pr~pnetor s own house. of busi- in the colony of any newspaper for just no 
that lad 's mansion far surpassed any- waa afterwards found~ difficult to discover ness, announcmg the excellent thmgs that more than one year. Then proceed to 
thing to be found in the most eflioresceut that all search was given up for them, and were to be obta:.ned at "Fawkner's Hotel, imagine in that one year what abuses would 
o[ James's or Bulwer 's novels. In no long people once more dolllltea the accuracy of the Cameron,st~eet.' . . 1pring into life; what cruel acts would be 
time all the officials left their cards at tht1t news~a~er reports. . . . I '.l'he publican-edito~ and the edi~or·pro- perpetrated. How the liberty of the sub "ect 
strange lady's door, which were reoeive<l by The ~1scove!-'Y of a white· woman \iTilli pnetor follo'!'"ed up t.1111 by a second! inf?rll;l- weuld be trampled on. The rich p:;J:g 
the page in a skeleton suit, with gold stripes nude with " tnbe of blacks, and who was nn- mg: the p~blic .that his h?tel compr11ed ill it down the poor-tile poor, lawlesi and d• 

! clown his trousers. Then the officials' wives able to speak her own language, :was ~ade by ~ circ~latmti lib~arhy, whhi~h was referr~d t. raved. Gove,.nment corrupt. , Officials 
lett their cards, and in due course an inti- me. The!e and other startlmg itemg of 1 ID c"n1unc i.o~ wit a c oice supply of WlllN, • 

I macy was opened up. The lady was as intelligence brought the paper I represented ales, . and spm\8. The library, as catalogued, rrog&nt. Life and property insecure. Vice 
lovely as anything to be found out of a under the most prominent notice-almost t 1ons1sted of "The Dance of Death," " New- . ~mpant every where. "Who that tkinks at 
" Book. of B~~LUty.,, Women envied her; too prominent, I may say. Several of t~e g ·~te Ualenda~/ ;; Moll Flanders," ." Hi~tory p the period of which I have been referrin~ 
men paid their devoirs to her . but only upon events placed on record were reproduced m ol England, . Pameder on Virtue Re- n does not feel this would be as is said o! 
one did she appear to besto~ her favours the London journals, besides being trans- Wl 'rded," "Lives of Celebrated Pirates, " J;? 
This was an otticer at the head of the de'. lated into several languages for Continental " ' Watts on lihe Mind," "The History of It is not so much the actual and positive I 
partment .of convicts. After giving him pu~licati.ons. . Toi n and}erry," Opie's an~ .Mrs;, R,,~clilf~'s 1ood the Press accomplishes, as the many 
many gracious receptions, she, one Iright, Sometime between the third and fourth No1 r~ls, The ~.r; of Pugilism, rhe Pil- ]Vl"ongs it keeps in check, which without 

I 
while the twain were standing within an em- mm~th after I ~ad regularly commenced .my f,nn i sI,'rogreBS, Bl?sso~ofAne~dote, " and uch a suppressing power would spring up 
brazure of the drawing-room window, gently uut1es, the editor h~ted to me that if I So ot~ s Reference Bible. It w:IB be seen 1 ver the land as poiaonous fungi upon un- I 

\
tou,hecl him on the shoulder with the tip 1allowed many more _pnsoners to escape there by. \ ,his .there was no lack ?f mtellect~al .,wholesome ground. There is, however, one 
of her fan, which was composed of the would be an euqmry by the Government yarie\ y m Mr. F~wkner's library, which e-eat evil which saps and undermines the 
feathers of birds of the rarest plumage and into the commissarin.t department, to ascer- mclud ed books . suited to all cla.sseii of 'fndependence of a lari;e portion of the 
asked in tremulous accents "Have ~on a tai.ti why there ha.cl been no reduction in r~ena :who resided on the island of Van Bolonial Press. This is the power which 

' ~ - · · D1emai'.l lll those <la.ya. ,olonial and P.rovincial Governments po1111ess, ,....,_. ........ "". 
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