
) 
t 

CE N THE LIFE .. ~ ..,, - ~ -
ISCEN ST • 41? white pocket-handkerchief, folded trian- to report the Bis op s spe h a e mee m 
OLONIAL JOURNAL! .

1 
~ gularly, was placed across her shoulders and to-night? Our readers must have it, you fentleman. When I called ati the appointed 

[BY "SNYDEB- "] ·, I pinned to her breast; a mob cap with no know." our he had got his address written out in 
CEMENT.-lllY FIRST EN- bonnet completed her simple toilet. The "I don't care,'' said the Quilp-looking extenso, and wi~h many thanks (in another j 

A co:MMEN :NEWSPAPER·-1 REPORT whole exterior of her dress was simplicity it- individual, " I have had to report five reli- glass of port wme and more sweet biscuits) 
NT ON~ succEss.-1\lY cHARACTER1 self, and if nature when unadorned is adorned gious meetings within the last fortnight, and I acknowledged my obligations to His Lorcl­
mG.- AND A JUST :itETRIJIUTION the most, my companion ca.me out in per- I am (here he hiacupped)-I really am going sbip. I went to my .lodgings, :Wherel copie 
ILED, fection. I had not travelled more than ten religiously mad." out in my own handwriting what he ha 

ws. t" pa.st had it on my minutes pf the second stage, when the lady, I cannot say that I should have ta.ken the handed to me, and then I gave my report 
fo~ some ime and events which I touching me gently on the arm with the gentleman from his style and manner to have in to the editor, saying never a word, as l 

wntE'. of scenes ta.ken part in during forefinger, asked me did I mind to let her been affected with any mania having a reli- knew from His Lordship's kindly manuer 
er witnessed i~l · ournalist, which at have a "".hiff of my pipe, as she had not had gious tendency, but he declared several that he was not the man to '!.Flit J 

eer as a beolknt ~thin a. few months a draw srnce she left the factory. Then, I t!n;ies that such was the case; but I felt re- ppon ;;e, - The reporter of the rival 
e elates a.c 0 wondered more than ever ; but at the same ~giously sure that he had a great deal m?re ~aper was very jealous of my work, and in 

years.th t throughout the whole of time informed her I should have the greatest liquor on him than he co~d carry with the next issue it was darkly ~ted that on 
nqt say 

1
: occupation has been tha~ satisfaction in complying with so innocent a any .e~e ?r comfort :to _hunself. After the la.st newspaper I had been employed upon 

~iji,'tjlrln my so t this ursuit runs through request. By the time the lady had con- r~mammg m deep meditation, ~e removed I had been found guilty of writing blas­
ourn~st ; bu h ve ~ntered u1>0n, like a eluded her smoke, we arrived at the next himself from the ?ble, and ~king an effort phemy, for which I 1iad been adjudged to a 

ers maytl;ou h a piece of em- stage, where she partook of a second glass to shake h~nds with the e<¥tor, he decl_are~ long tern. of imprisonment, and that my 
g pat~r~ th re gmay be many other of mm, this time infusing it in a glass of he wouldn t, and he coul~ t, and he didn i; original occupation was that of selling black 

ery, ab 01di te to it beer. During the third stage she nnfolclecl n:ean to report the meeting, ~ut repeated )lead pencils through the street11 of London, 
n~ su or n: c say' there is not : a to my confi_clence her history. She . was his request a~ to ~he loan ~f eighteE'.npence not having suffici11Dt ability to pursue the 
thin~ I {1 ! newspaper to which "in," she said, for fourteen yea.rs, which I to stop the lllBatiable cravmgs of hlB land· trade of a labourer, to which I had been 
;ve e~ot 0 served an apprenticeship, understood meant that sh~ _hacl been under lor,~.Le d ,, h 'd " . h' h apprenticed. · I 

t "bu tor reporter (general or sentence of penal servitude for that · . n me, e. sa.i ' or give me, w ic For all this I cared little. My reputation as 
er as con nonden't sub-editor, sole somewhat lengthened period of time. m such cases are _mtercha.ngeable terms, tJ:ie a press-han.d was established, and my whole 
), cdo.rtresppro"'rietor part proprietor, Three times had the earth in its annual orbit sum of one ai;id sixpence, tha~ I may go m efforts were now directed in maintaining it. 

r co-e i or, ,, ' 1 d d th d thi t t peace and qm~t to my lodgrn_.gs, and bl~ss The old reporter, Quilp, went over to the 
holder . collector, business manager, revo ve roun e sun,hand h s .. ermt . _on,, you ever.more. Then he meditated awhile, opposi'ti'on tl:er, which then bo••ted of two 

ser-'all of these separately, and of the fourteen years a s e pu. m. d h k ,,_ -
. ll fthem together. These mat- She was now, she went on to say, gorng to an agam e spo e. . reporters. ey were, however, ·considered 

--••hu.u·es a 0 will all come to light in due eervice as an assigned servant to a man and . Loo~g a~ me very ha~d a.~d gomg e;x:ten- /as only equivalent to one. There was an 
owever, - a woman keeping a farm, who had in their siv~ly mto hiccups, he s::i-id, Turn t~s re- arrangement entered into by the editor tha.t, 

e. · 1843 or the beginning of 18 time also been assigned servants, but had ~rmt ~~ acco~t. Sen~ him for t~e busmess; under forfeiture of wages, both of them were 
wra~ved ~t Hobart Town from th no:w got their li1?erty. ~t the end_ of the e. Wl d? .it beautifully. Hes not ~en not to be the werse for liquor at the same 

f B azil where I had lived for som hird stage my mterestmg compamon ex- dnve~ religiously and melancholy ravmg time The two reporters acted honourably. 
0 I {ft Bahia. (the part I sojourned in) ressed a sort of incoherent desire to mount mad ~e _me, you know-". . . For ~ome months they took it turn and turn 

!n Italian woman who wanted to the box alongside of the driver, and she had · Receivmg no reJ?ly, ~either obt~mrng the about to get drunk, and neither infringed 
ape and who it is possible I might her desire gratified, as also in the matter of eighteeflience, Quilp hiccupped himself out upon the rights of the pther. The reporter 
:~ied had I not learned upon un· more mm and tobacco. At the end of th_e of the 0 ce. . I succeeded-who, I may mention, was the 

t d i.uthority that it was well known fourth stage the lady had come to her desti- I it was then the editor aske~ me whether brother of an eminent English authoress, 
!he had poisoned her first husband, nation. I have ~ dis~inct recollection ~hat t ough~ myself equal ~ furru_sh a report of long since gone to her last account,-wa.s in 

· there was a strong suspicion that she 13he was very tipsy mdeed, and required the meetmt, as he considered i~ ~a~her more 1859, drawn out of a- shaft at Ballarat, some 
do£p"tched .. gecond by the same process. fl;o be lifted d?>vn from the box and than proba le that t_he ecce~tncities of th 150 feet deep. He was qnite dead, and held 

her myself brand one of her women acc?mmodatecl with a seat on the gr?und, gentle~an w~o had JUSt retired 'Youlcl, pre- firmly gra!iped in his right hand a ginger­
with a very hot fiat-iron because which she used after the manner of usmg a vent him bemg /aresent at. the Bishop 8 ad- beer bottle half full of brandy-an interest- · 

had sin~d a white shirt in the couch. My memory is somewhat of· a fleet- dress. : In.those ays, knowm~ very li~tle 0 ing exemplification of the ruling passion 
. . . d that . t anythmg m gene~a.l, an!1 certamly nothing o stron in death. 

· g up. y beloved kept a laundry, ing nature, but it is impresse . on me i any consequence m particular, there was onl g 
washed for the captains and officers of was found necessary by a r~sident constable my own conceit to' buoy me up. . I wa.S ve REML'<ISCENCES IN THE LIFE OF A I 

ships which sailed into or out of the Bay (who had also been an assigned servant) to confident of py powers, so I replied at once COLONIAL JOURNALIST. • 4 
Salvador. Of a somewhat timid dis- convey her for safety to the lock-up, after that I felt myself quite equal to reportin , ~ • 

·tion I took my departure in a barque having encompassed her wrists with a ~air whatever the Bishop might say. I believe¥ 111Y CO::>."TINUED SUCCESS AS A illSlllBER OF 'l'HE 
g f~r Hobart Town, without intimating of.handcuffs, in consequence of h~r ha~g should have made the same sort of affimative ~·ouRTH ESTATE.-MY PAPER COMES INTO 

such intention to my Borgia. without any apparent reason bitten his answer had I been asked whether I was PROMINEN'r NOTICE.-THE CONVICT POLICY. 
few days after landing, I. learned that right forefinger and thumb t~rough to the equal to building the cathedral he preached -THE NEW~PAPE\t LITERATURE 01'' 'l.'HE 

proprietor of a newspaper m Launceston h?ne. I have been rE'.=de~ of the in. So, in reporters' language, I was told '!'DIE. 
ted the services of a clerk. I made ap- circumfita.nce connect~cl with this matter off for the work: . I !!.AVE told of the success which attended 
tion by post, ant received an answer-by from the fact .that nrne months after the Ta.king with me something like a ream 0 my opeuing career as a journalist. It was 

offering me fue ap~ointment. occurrence, bemg then on. the staff of a paper and a half-crown's worth of le . nothrng cm;npare<l to "\'\"hat followed. I had 
unceston i~ 120 mile_s from Hobart newspaper, I reported the t:ial of th~ same pencils with the finest of points, I went .;o matle ·such a decided hit that henceforth my 
' straight ;i.cross the lS~cl, and was lady, who stood charged with choppmg 0 the meeting, and sat down at a table specially r unties were limited to one sphere, l~IlllI went 

;veiled in those days by four-aorse coacJ:ies; the head of the bab_y of the ~oma.n to wh? set apart for the reporters.. forth · proud autl elated to be pomted out 
it was in ma.king this ~our~eY: I obta.m_ed she had been assi~ed, Wl~h a squar~ The Bishop commenced his address. It in thoroughfares and public placts as a mem-

first experience of convict life ma c0nvict axe, because, as it transpire~, her nus. advocated the necessity for obtaining in- ber of the Fourth Estate. . 
ement. The coach for which I had tress had accused her of _stea~g a bottle creased means for educating the youth of the The season of religious meetings had passeJ 
ged mY:self sta:rted from a hotel, th.en of rum. It cam~ out lil evidei;ice that colony; for procuring t~e assistance. of more away when I was directed to wnte matter for 
d I believe still-known as the Ship. the woman was 1Illlocent - not of the clergymen and seaking the aid of I the local coluums of the pa.per. It was here 
h~ur of departure was four o'cl~ck, in murder, for that was admit~ecl,-but o_f steal-1 number of '1ay teachers. His Lordship spok I exhibit ed a precocity so miique and so pro­

morning. I had booked for an lllBidc mg the bottle of rum, which her nustress, for two hours, and I had covered the whol~ found that I even astonished myself. Jn the 
ge, and when I took my seat it was subsequent to the transaction with respect area occupied in about a hundred and thirty! particular line I had enteretl upon there was 

•te dark. There was, however, an occa- to the squaring axe, found concealed in ~ne of slips of post pa.per. nothing ever c<p1alled me before nor clo I 
na1 flash from the guard's lantern while Ji.er husband'a boots. The man had hidden I knew nothing of shorthand, and not thillk ever will m :ill time to come. 

was stowing away parcels, packages, it for conversion to his own uses. I recol- lbeingquick at long-hand, I found when I got At the outset, just, I may say, as I en-
xes, and those articles which are generally lect at the trial t~e Gov~rnmei;it doctor I to my lodgings th~t I was ~ble to read half I terecl on the threshold of a reporter's life, I 
t by stage coaches, to be dropped o~ having been called m to give evidence on of :what I had wntten, while the other half I was all abroad. The first clay of my instal­

e line of road at the gates of country resi- the prisoner's behalf, when he depo.sed that could make neither head nor tail of. I had ment I pacefl throu"h the highways and the 
nces, or placed in charge of the landlords the act was due to nervous excitemel).t, omitted to.number my slips, which had got by-ways of the towi~ dropping in at one place 
hotels ; and this flashing of the guard's owing to the woman haVing been subjected about as mixed up as a well-shuflled pack of and listening to the current topics of the c~y. 
p enabled me, though somewhat indis- to a false charge. She was found "Not cards. I was in about as thick a fog as 8pe~g to this one and the et_her, ~~g 
tly, to ascertain that there was guilty," and the remainder of her 14 years' sometimes prevails in the town of Launces- enquiries, calling upon the police, visiting 

lady on the opposite seat to me as a fellow rsentence remitted ; I never heard upon ton. I saw it was no use in making any the public courts, entering the bars, parlors, 
senger. As a perfect stranger I could not what grounds. Subsequently she received a:n attempt to bring my notes to bear on 11ucl taps of hotels ; bnt it w11s all to no pur- j 

dress my conversation to her, and so there appointmenttothefemalewardsoftheluna_tic writipg out a report; but with that pre· lJOse. I had not scrapecl so much together 
ing no other inside passenger we travelled asylum, where she acquired great celebrity sence of mind which augured for my future as would furnish half a dozen paragraphs for j 
in silence until we reached the first stage, for qnieting refractory mad women by knock- usefulness as a member of the fourth estate, the local columns of the paper. 

urteen miles distant, which was a. settle- ing them over the head with a towel-roller. I sat down, and partly from what I had I made confession of this at night to the ' 
ent called Bridgewater. . In due time I arrived at my journey'.s end, written I coul{ make out, partly from etlitor. I told him how despondent I felt ; 
Here the waiter came ott\ of the hotel and when I lost no time in introducing myself to memory, and the balance from a vivid how that I thought I had not the material 
ormed passengers there 'Yas hot coffe4'. in- head-quarters; obtained my engagement imagination, I wrote a two-column report. in me which went to make up an efficient re-

· de ready for any one who liked to orderit. I first, and afterwards enquired what my Fortunately, the nextmorningwasnotpub- prescnta.tive of the Fourth Estate, and I 
eapt from the coa<)h, and with that polite- duties were likely to consist of. Then I lishing day for the newspaper. . I had asked him whether he thought I could be 
esa which is an inheritance bequeathed to learned that I was to keep the books, twenty-four hours to put things to rights, so made useful in folding newspapers, and 
yself and the family from which I spring, canvass for advertisements, and I might be gathering up my slips and placing them in making them ready for the post, and for the 
asked the lady whether she would permit asked upon occasion to use the ink-roller at order, I waited until 11 o'clock the next day, general delivery after they had been printed 

me to have the extreme pleasure of bring- press (when not otherwjse engaged), to when calling at the house at which the olf. 
ing her a cup of coffee ; to which the collect all moneys due and owing (no matter Bishop was stopping, I, in the most humble Then did the editor soothe and comfort 
lady made answer and said, if it was how I might be engaged). I was to ~ork up manner, explained the difficulty I was in. I me. He told me I wa.11 not to distrust 
no difference to :ne she would much rathe1· advertisements, to see to the town delivery of told his Lordship how I had tried to report my own powers. He divulged to me that 
liave a glass of ltUM. Slightly taken aback, newspapers, which I discovered meant run- · , how I had feared I had failed, and how he ha.cl been informed (in confidence) how 

ut too well bred to express my feelings by lning round with the greater number of them y situation was at stake. Would he, I I hau managed to get a cortect report oi the 
a.nguage or gesture, I asked for the rum ;myself. When not otherwise engaged I was asked, be good enough to look at my Bishop's address ; and that so fai·. 'rom 
ecanter, and filled a ha.If-pint tumbler to make myself generally useful · I report, and where he saw any slight errors, thinkin" any the worse of me he considered 

ee parts to the brim, which the lady It was however so ordered that I was never would he be so kindly of heart as to correct 1 it was a
0 

stroke of journalistic genius which 
artook of raw and without winking. She to fill this department .in the working them. His Lordship gave me a most. be- ; augu1·ed well for •a brilliant career in the 
d evidently too much respect for the machinery of a newspaper. It was the nignant look; and with a seraphic smile told future. 

quor to damage it with. water. I don'.t afternoon following my engagement, and at me not to feel at all uneasy. Then he gave Then, making me come closer to _him! he l 
ow now what I ordered for myself, but. it the time I was receiving instructions for my me port wine and sweet biscuits. After this said, ":Mr. Snyder, do you possess imaguia-

not raw mm. The coach remam- next day's duties, that a very diminutive, he sat down to read my manuscript. He tion? What you have not seen can you con-
g twenty minutes, I filled my meer· exceedingly deformed man, with a face very smiled whole rows of sweet smiles as he ceive '? Things which you know nothing of < 

cha.um, and lighting it, I paced up and much scarred and boots very much out of perused slip after slip, and laid each beside can you relate in minute and succinct detail ? 
OWll; near to t_he coach waiting for the start repair at the toes (the· same a~so being ob- him on the ta~le. When he had d?ne he Do yon think that any appreciable amount of 

d mdu~g~ m wonder. I wondered why servable at the heels), s?gge!ed mto the office turned to me rn a way a ch~ru~,nught b what yon read of jn the ·rarious newspapers 
he lady mside should l?refer mm to coffee, very drui;ik. ;where helpmg ID:mseJ! to_ a corner supposed to be equal to, and said, My dea which have come under you notice has been 

and the only conclusion I could come I of th~ editor ~ table and restmg hi~ right boot young gentleman, I have a most w~etched i·elated by thosa who were eye witnesses or 
to. was that she ha~ consum~cl some- on his _left thigh, 1:e told the editor, he wa,~ F.·emory. I really don't recollect saymg last listeners 1 Not a bit of it. Go forth ll.gain 
J:Ung on . the overmght which had not g?mg ~o stand it.ant loi;iger. . H~re, ight ten words of w~a.t you ~r.ve here se on the morrow, rmcl give me a betternccount 

lil.isagreed with her, 3:11cl th:at possibly rum he said, "?s '01~ Nick at it aga~n to-rught, down. Perhaps I did, but ~deed I am of yourself. I felt relievetl at once from the 
/was the particular tome w:hich ha~ been re- and I. won t do it; ~herefore, will you lE'.nd unable to _recall them to my m_rnd, althoug~ pressure of a great weight which had born.e 
comme~decl by he; .medical adviser. My me eighteen pen~e? I may he.re menti?n I feel quite sure that. there is v~ry much me down. I was once more elastic and light 
wondenng was suddenly cut short by a~ that ~he "Old Nick" spoken o~ m such d1s· 11 in thes~ pages which. I mtght hav of heart. 
order from the guard for "All on boa.rd. paragmg terms and coupled with a demand ia.id with great propnety, and . to th Ancl I went forth . 
Extinguishing my pipe, I got inside, and for an eighteenpenny ,loan, "".as no less a benefit of my heare_rs. Now let ~e give Y? 'l'ha trees that aftei·wards fell down in the 
could then see, as the day dawned, that the_ pers?nage _than Dr. _N~on, Bishop of. Tas-1 another_gl~ss of wme, and then if you will forest and crushed men, the sticking up of 
).acly, who would have turne~ the beam ~j mama, emment for his piety and dev~~1on t~ call a!l"am ~ two Ii.ours }ience I shall have J:ia bnslmmgers, the escaped convicts who were 
'iiighteen stone, was dressed m a. very pla4 the cause he was at the head of. But, sufficient time to rev:ise your manuscript drovrnecl in crossing rivers the number of 
aerize gown of a da.rk-grev color; that a ~-"ked the editor, "_wh1 s~ou~d,you re~?se He was a. true Christian, was that reveren I r · ' 

-~-Mill-'~ 


