
strictly to r'acts. The representatives I have 
referred, to have felt or know they will feel 
the benefit of not being obstinate or hard of 
belief. A glove is so much more easily pulled 

a on and taken off when it is :flexible. 
I once witnessed a very interesting in

stance of the advantage.of not being obsti
nate. It was in one of our Provincial 
Councils. The question was being fiercely 
debated as to the upset ;price to be fixed on 
certain waste lands. Five councillors had 
got no land, nor any money wherewith to 
buy ; while five councillors had got large 
bank balances, and these wanted all the la.rid 

1 
they could get at their own figw.re. The 

{ 
councillors who had got neither land nor 
;.ioney wanted to fix the upset price at the 
maximum, while those who had the two 
wanted it set at a minimum, as indeed it was 
very natural they should. There was a great 
row in the Council that night, and I should 
be sorry to say what ~rsonalities passed. I 
know one rich councillor wa8 qha.rged by a 
poor cmmcillor with h8-ting built a dance
saloon, with a row of cottages at the rear, 
whii;h he furnished at his own expense, and 

1 let them out to single ladies, while he pro
vided them with dresses and millinery. 
Something was meant to be insinuated by 
this, but I am unable to say what. Then 
the rich councillor got wroth, and told the 
poor councillor that he felt thankful he had 
never been committed for embezzlement, 
a.nd got off by a fluke and an able lawyer. 
The debate lasted for several hours. Num
bers were equal, and it was altogether uncer
tain which side the Speaker would give his 
casting vote for. At last one of the land 
and money councillors was seen to pass a 
paper pellet over to· one of the no land and 
money councillors, who almost i=ediately 
after reading what was inside, left the 
chamber. Then there was a cry of " divide, 
divide," but the no land and money council
lors, finding that a voter belonging to them was 
absent, began to speak against time, think
ing he would come back again ; but 
he didn't, so that a.bout daylight 
thoy caved in. The land and money 
Councillors gained their point, and subse
quently cleared about £14,000 out of the 
tra.B.Sa.ction among them. It transpired the 
absent member had been taken ill when he 
'i the Council and could not come back ; 
H· I know a few days afterwards that he 

felt <J,uite well, and discovered himself in a 
position to pay his debts-and all this, my 
dears, in my opinion, ca.me a.bout because be 
was not obstinate. 

I could narrate many such instances 
coming within my knowledge, but to do this 
would be to fill a book as big as that which 
Barnum once published in giving biographi
cal sketches of "Celebrated Humbugs of 
the World." It is very wrong, my dear 
children, to be obstinate, especially on such 
matters as I have referred to. It does not 
pay. Always wear your convictions as you 
would your boots. Let them be roomy 
enough t.o pull on or kick off without hurt
ing your feet. Yoa will walk througb the 
world so much more easy and com
fortable to yourself. You know how 
that talented monk did his journey with 
peas in his boots. He boiled them. You 
do the same in your walk through this 
world. Never think of laying down any 
tixed rules for your guidance in life. It will 
be attended with many inconveniences. 
When you hear a. man say he is going to 
perform a duty "which he owes to society," 
or "act upon principle," set that man down 
as going to do something cruel or ungenerous. 
The other day I heard old Flint say " I shall 
send Smith to gaol unless he pays the money 
he owes me." "But, my dear sir," I said, 
" Smith really has not got the money to pay 
it with. He has been a. long time out of 
work ; his wife has just been confined with 
her seventh child. Surely{ou will not send 
him to gaol" "But will, thoui:h," 
says Flint ; "I shall do it upon principle." 

, There was Sterulaw-some of you know 
him, my dears. Well, one day a man took 
something out of his garden. It wasn't 
much-about three pennyworth of cabbage, 
I think. It was very wrong of the man, my 
dears ; very wrong indeed. It was so very 
muchmore wrongthancontracting debts with 
poor tradesmen, when you know that you 
never mean to pay them. It was far wor!e 
than getting a. confidin~ friend to back your 
bill, and then letting him sell the bed from 
under him to save his credit from being 
damned. Stealing three pennyworth of 

I 
cabbage-plants is a. greater offence against 
society than anything of that kind. Old 
Sterulaw considered so. If Sternlaw, when 

I he discovered the poor devil robbing his 
garden, had said, "You thundering old 
rogue, if you had asked me for some cab
bages, I would have ~ven you enough for a 
week, and then, suitmg the action to the 
deed, h!i had kicked the fellow through the 

tgarden pte, it would have been about the 

r 
right thing. But old Sternla.w, "owed a 
duty to society." He gave the man in 
d1arge, prosecuted him, and got him two 
months of hard labour. 

I N 'iver forget, my d~r children, to act 
upon principle, with as stern a resolve as 

m]ury, that to haTe your revenge upon::nunt - f Orhers a"'am m t eir mnocent conceit 1 for a paper orto iiilverhse. ere are 
is discharging a duty you owe tRo socieby. i consider;d that they were so well 

1 
no suburbs, no outlying districts no 

Take great ca.re of yourselves. emem er d d reprod··ct1've · d t · t ki'· d you cannot serve two interests at one known and sold such goo goo s at I .. m us ries o any n . . 
time which conflict. Serve that which _is such cheap rates that advertising was I There are perhaps a hundred and fifty 
the more profitable. Then you will of really no benefit to them, really men who every eight hours go down 
probably become rich, and rise to great none, they could assure us. And so clean a.nd dry into .amine and come up 
things. You will haYe a fine fn?eral, few by few ond one 1>y one the advor out of it wet a_nd dirty. These recei_,,e 
mid men will say of you, without h 
fea.r of your anger, that. you ar~ an old tis in ints dropped out of the paper, t a wag~ t at J~St ena~les the married 

, rip and that the world 1s well rid of you. a d in order to keep up an appearance nes with families to ex1s~, and the sino·le 
Fa~ewell ! Adieu ! I don't think that the (for ~I>PI)~nce even in a newspaper is oes t o m:.ke ;-.~1 ~coos1<!,u11l S11itnr y 
editor will feel under any necessity t.0 add .;.,sentia , we sulplied tlie · --Val:'l~.t night. These with three or four smail 
my "moral tendency" re~ar~s to this p_art columns wi'th dum nies. that last resort grocers, two or three butchers, two 
of my advice. If he feels mclined-let him. ' dl d l .w;id resoµrce of ·m,,ecunious ba Y rapers, half-a dozen working· boot-
~ supported newsi er~ makers, with seven or eight hotel 
DEATH OF THE COROMANDEL 1 keeper.s all engaged in a losing trade, 

MAIL WE STILT. PROCEF..D. h · f Q cl 
1 comprise t e commumty o oroman el. 

-- . ' After a ~me the ~ldest of the family We had for the moment forgotten two 

1 While commenting on the death of in a most affe~tionate ffi:lllJ'IPr sai.d th..lt banks. How these exist those in 
1 the Coromandel Mail Snyder says :- he would w1lhngl,r '~ork for he author harge, if they had to die for it, couldn'.t 
I It is already known to a few and that \of his being until time was no more ; give the slightest explanation. I there shall be no concealment, we no\v but that his first ?0r~n (~nweaned) a~d I Coromandel is bounded at one end by 

make it known to all that next Satar- \its mother. could_n t no without a certaill Bremner's public house and 11t th 
day's issue will close the car@er Jf the ··~uunt of nouri~hment; and he [ound other end (up a mountain) by Luks 
Ooromandel Mail eo far as the present) this also to. be his own ca~e. WI~hou hotel and a ~eneral store. To the lefL 
proprietor is concerned, and, w the wages (hr.vmg exhausted. ~he patrnncn of both ends are hills. and to the ri"'ht 
best of his knowled"'e, so far as any of storekeepe~t and ,prov1s10n. de~ler -are r.lso hills ; and there is nothi'n"' 
other proprietor is c~ncerned. he could not live. ~·by apphcat10~' else. ,., 

The causll of the stoppage is told in got an engagen:ient m a distant },J? 
! a few words. The concern has not and ~e wehnt hh1s w, ·. f Tlhebll. by ' 
' aid. It not onl has not aid, but it t cr:ias1?g t e . ours o a o.ur an 
· p., b en worked~'lt !l loss alfhongh tl , b_uckling to with a double will. and a 
, ... -s e . . i.:· h b smgle purpose we went on with or.e 

[

utmost e:::onon1y III its wor -mg as een h d h B t 't h tl to 
· d Th proprietor bron"'ht an s ort. u 1 s or y came 

exercise · ll m:ans into Coromandel pass that the elder broth~r of the two 
some sma . . ' oun"'est when he had JUSt got very 
but beyond a smt of clothes, one shirt J f "'i d h d d · · 'd bl 

f to cban"'e the other, and an ullage box udse u a.n h ak . mlade cfonths1 erable 
0 . . ll · h a vance m t e now e ~e o e no e 

of paper collars, 1t is tota y certam e f . · d h d'd 't J'k 
will take nothing- out. So that if any- I ar~ 0 . type settmg-, ~ai e 1 n 1 e 
one should req l.ire in any capacity the prmt~ng- but would like to be a farm_er. 

· f l l 1 gentleman ot A.e mght work and long hours standm 
services 0 an_ e L er Y on the foet is not calculated to impro~, 
ver> prepossessm~· appearance, so-..in,l ft f t t II t 
of {nind, and fifteen stone weight, he cons 1 u ions d no it nrd fh s { 0,tf ~c 
hereby intimates that he is open to an ga;;e way a~ ~~ .a bowe 'tli e af: 0 e 
eno-ao-ement. Salurv no object, so long a harmher-:- a 1~ e f:'fl'.1 

i a t ar
1
mer, 

"h " b · h h- ·th' ·d w ere e is now m a air way o earn as e 0 tams t e w erew1 to prov1 e th· b t th t t f 
for an excellent appetite nnd a very ~~me ~ng a fou b e { 0 a ~n·t ~ropbs, 
moderate qnantity ot fermented liquor 

1 
e ~a uhe ~ hsu dl~01 s a~ ' 1 his 0 e 

of reasonable quality. If we have a Bope 'db a 'f ~n h mg~ P ~ug d m~nst 
~. •nc we suoul lih.a \:.::" 1..'lleL v• y an y, I e. ave uc an pa en J 

l'drei-k 6 to G ent d t endurance, he will become a real farmer 
00

\ eeher a 
0

1der~;:1 e .t~p~rt • Oil his own account when, perhaps, he 
men w er~ we won P rmi e . ?

1 
will do as other farmers do-go to 

return an insolent answer to a cm k t d t h · ll h' h 
quPstion put by one of the outside ~ar ellanb trte nrnth omf:e d.J? y, wtic 

bl' · ld t k th d ff f 1s rea y e er an a mg ou. 'P11 Ifie ;
1
_1t wou a e he Ide ghe 0 0 xistence in a hot. sweaty, fonl smelling 

our ee lll"'S ; or we s ou ave no . t" Hi 
b. t' to bein"' appointed perma- prm mg 0 ce. 0 aec ion ·" . . l Now then we were twe hands short. 

nentl.}'.' by some C1t_f ~ounml to dri v~ a I Only a proprietor of a sma11 ne 
~atermg cart, providmg the pum~mg paper office knows what shifts he must 
IS done fo~ us and we are only required be driven to to bring out anything of a 

I to go out III fine weather. decent paper under such adverse 
THE CAUSE OF THE COL LAPSE. circumstances. But we had not come 

l It is now nearly twelve months ago to t' e 'worst; for shortly after the 
that it was represented to us in Auck· departure of the incipient farmer to 
la.n<l that there was a fine opening for fresh fields and pastures new, there 
taking- up •.he Jllail, which was at the came upon us 
time in temporary h3inds. We were MORE TROU1ILES 
assured that if we conducted the Mail 

f Within a few days after the late event 
in a respectable manner, and void o th' d d Id t fth f: ·1 

ir h h ld · ll 1r son-secon e es o e amI y 
ou!'n e, t at we s ou receive a very t tt d th fl f th · t 
large and liberal support. That we I 9.uafl eke-an t e sowed 0 t telW: t-
shoi1ld not want at any time for means 1 1~fh oc h c:.u~ 0 u t ~n / a_ e 1 a 
w carry on the paper in the most a d ougl sbi hID 

1 
a hs ade a smg enes{I 

. 't d rrh to b an ear y ac e or 00 he too coul 
spm e manner. ere was . e no not get on without some coin of th 
fear about that. We have experienced I kl ·a · t h. h d H 

h. t h k' d b ~ 1 rea m w~e y pm m o 1s an s. e 
not mg o t e m ; ut we u ame no aJ. tried to win the affections of a 
one, not. even ourselves, who should woman of property, but she had de
have we100-hed the matter more maturely. 1. d to ec·p oc te I:J' ·d h t . c me r 1 r a . ~e sa1 e mus 
Our nature has ever been a trustmg d h t d h · 

d 1 bl d · d d go, an e wen , an e IS now pursu-. 
an ovea e one, an m our a vance . h. ti · · th · · · f h 
years we find it too late to alter. mg is pro ession m_ e vw.muy o t e 

confisc¥ed bonnrlar1es. All we could 
WE CONTINUE THE NARRATIVE. give lmn was our lllessing and a rlrawer 
When we came to Coromandel we foll of penny tokens which had been 

brought with us four sons two of whom collected from ti mo to time by the sale 
~Pre masters. of the art of rrinting an of newspapers, and which a stern 
press work. vVe agreed that we j hearted post muster had refused to ex
should all give ourselves np solely to f change for stamps or receive in pay- ~ 
the newsparer even to the runDing- of, ment for telegraph messaires. I 
it for sale or delivery. We said if we I This was the third hand away, and 
can't manag·e the thing no one can. still the pape> had to come out with the 
And so we commenced with good hearts aid of one small son (since confined 
nnd this is what came about. For the with dysentrv, low spirits and overwork) 
first three months the few tradesmen,. Jl small boy and another boy ~ · I 
in the town itave us their support; but larger, but still very 1mall indeed. 
at the end of that time some withdrew 

1 
If our issu~ _exhibits s!gns of weak

their support upon the ground that ness and deb1hty we thmk the cause 
business was so bad they really and truly will be ~fficiently apparent. 
and so on, could not afford to con· WHY THE MAIL HAS DOT PAID 

• 

I 
you would button up your pockets when you J 
a.re asked for a charitable contribution. 
N~ver f~rg_et~ w!ien a. man lms done yol!: ~ 

tinue it Others that they had adver- Thus wise :-There is not a sufficient 
tised to encourage us at the outset only. 

population, and for the population the , 
people forming it are too poor to pay - ~ , 


