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manngr it 18 possil
A sewimng-machine has g
utter Min of m:i_n% families.. It is agon-
ising o the head of a-family fo see the
girls chuckle ‘as they hear the click of the
mgchinery running away “with yard after
yard of calico, as if calico didn’t cost any-
thing, and was to be picked up anywhere
for nothing. Next to drink, lploo' upon
sewing machineés as the greatest gocial evil
extant. i
What I say is, feach girls sométhing that
ig pseful, af the same time ornamental, and,
if the two can' be combined, make it his-
torical. ' Now thers's carrers. What do
girls know ‘about
ut some chairs 3
mt rooni a few d:lya:agn, when an aged an
well-matured female of my household said I
| must have a carpet. The room would look
nothing without it. How could I invite
people to sit on a chair where there was ne
carpet ! The consequence was I walked into
a shop, and told the man to send me-a carpet
to my address.. He said, *“ What size is the
room 2 1 said, ‘*If yon donble my length and
breadth and divide by two and a-half you
| will arrive within a few inches of the di-
mensions required.” He shewed me many
patterns to choose from, and I told him
to choose the wugliest, as likely to be
the ! wmost eeiated, and he chose
it. The next day, I said to the woman
of my household, don't you use the
carpef, that the chairs and table maygo on the
top of it 7" She replied that it mmﬁ?e made |
, first. I told Her it was made when T bonght |
the article.  She aid it must to be sewed,
it shs wanted (o Gake advice how it was tg,|

rpets? 1 was poing to
‘::3{4 table in an ‘emp

a‘: light a fire? She said she was bad at the

be mannged. Then T wenb out into the stree
and bronght in an aged wonian, and asked
Lier Low 3% was to be manggéd?  Sheasked !
*for a piece of string, and - commenced |
measuring the distance between the fanny |
bone of her left elbow and the after knuckle

of her fore-finger. Then she measured the
carpet, and said it must ‘have another |
breadth. When I heard this, I went out over
the way and brought another aged female.
Without blushing in the least or shewing
the slightest agitation, she began putting one
foot befbre the other all round the skirt-
ing boards, when she said there was two
yards and a foot and ahalf too much.
Then I went round the corner broug:
in another aged woman and asked her
| how it wasto be managed ? When she’ sat
“What are yougoingto doaboutthe Eglm‘.‘"
One of the aged women said, ** tury it h
to which another merely said * yucks,” but
she didn’t say it in anythi r§ﬂe acharitable
or humane spirit of mind, Theré wasnothing
evangelical abont the manner the sentiment
was given expression to. The women dif-
fered, and so I went out and brought in
| another. She said, ©*If the patférns are to
| meet you will want nine more yards.” 1
| asked, was it mecessary for them to meet?
' when she put metarm over thg:t;-the:,f;n{l
| resting both against the upper gathers of her
a.pmn.-g she :ﬁ;uired why T h8® bought a
jearpetiifithe pattern was not to join said
¥would leave it all to them. This was 10
"plelock in the morning: T returned at 11
‘o’clock - at night, and found the discussion
going on as to how the ecarpet should be
managed. Then Iwent to bed.| Since the
titne referred to 1 believe the carpet has heen.
“lgﬁ;" but T have'never higd the courageto
look. y

HOW MY DOMESTIC, SUSAN,
I KINDLED A FIRE,
T PURSUE my observations, and proceed to
embody them in my sentiments. The
last few days have shewn me two things.
One is that men require to be taught the
urt of putting out a fire, and women how
to make one.

Look at that girl of mine, who came to
me from the barracks., One of the
Featherston selections. She had the cer-
tificates of two ministers as to her moral
training, and I have every reason to be-
lieve that nothing could be finer than her
knowledge of the catechism ; and no girl
eould possibly shew a more complete or a
more utter indifference than she did to
heér personal appearance. She was the
most simple-minded creature I think I
ever beheld.
have heard of a darning needle ; but with
respect to its application to the heel of a
stocking, the thing had never crossed her
mind. And I am ghite sure that up to
the time of her departure from my house-
hold, she never gave any one the oppor-
tunity of saying to her, Honi soif qui
maly pense. My opinion is she had never
in the course of her earthly career per-
migted herself to be placed in a position
which would permit of such a compliment
being paid her; poor simple-minded, in-
1ocent, unsophisticated Susan !

Well do I remember when she entered
my service that I called her to me and

% told her that it was quite possible before

cup of tea.

T died I might require a

It is possipble that she may |

he morming. Could sho wake herself
tle before that period, and could she

first, but was quite equal fo the last. .1
agreed to hold myself responsible for the
waking-up department, In fulfilment of
my promise I commenced at the outside
of the door about six o'clock the next
morning, and in about three-quarters of
an hour I effected a victory. I began
with a few gentle raps with my knuckles.
There' was mo response from within: L
then tried the heel of a boot, afterwarda
a boot-jack. I wrenched at the handle
of the door, first to the right, and then to
the left, but still there was no response.
Then I went outside and pelted the wall
with stones and assailed it with axe-
handles and things of hard substance. I
struck that part of the wall nearest to
where her head was located. Still there
was no response. Then I played tunes
on the window panes of her window with
a door key and the tips of my fingers
alternately. I made more knocks at the
door, struek more blows at the back of
her head from the outside, when within a
little inside of three-quarters of a honr 1
had the satisfaction of discovering that 1
hadn’t a corpse in my house.

My Susan said she would be out
directly, and in a few seconds under an
hour she fulfilled her promise. I think
she had turned round and gone in for her
second sleep.

Then I became interested in this girl,
and I concealed myself in a place where
I commanded a complete view of the

turn. I was anxious to learn how to
light a fire, in case, at sometime or other
under some peculiar exigency, I should
be ealled upon to perform such an opera-
tion on my own account. I didn’t want
to humiliate myself to the extent of ask-
ing the girl how it was done, for fear it
shonld make her proud and discontented
with her station in life. T wanted to see
her do it,—that was all, and I did see her
do it.

Taking fourlogs of wood, she laid them
solid as a bricklayer would lay bricks.
Then she tore several leaves out of a boy's

i, spelling book, which was convenient, and

spread them with fresh butter taken from
the bulk, intended for a week’s consump-
tion. She spread the butter after the
manner of spreading it upon hot toast.
Having accomplished this, she lifted one
of the Togs and put the slices of buttered
paper in the cavity. Then she seized a
match, and igniting it she lit the
paper whieh she had made oleaginous,
and a flame arose. Then she dropped the
log over the flame, and added three more
logs. After this she proceeded to comb
her back hair. The flame came from be-
tween the erevices of the wood, but to-
wards the end got sickly and showed an
inclination fo expire. Discovering this,
my intelligent and intellectual girl, with
great presence of mind, fook half of a
sperm candle from a bedroom candle-
stick, together with three parts of
a box of matches, and these she dis-
tributed broadcast over the timber.
There was a blaze of sufficient duration
to enable her to complete her back hair
and allow her to lace her boots to the ex-
tent of half way up on each foot. But
the wood was of a damp and stubborn
nature, and appeared to have a dread of
fire. The girl, with a noble spirit of her
own, renewed her efforts by wrapping up
some pork dripping in a fragment of
newspaper. There was a femporary blaze,
but the fat melting immediately extin-
‘guished it. Then my Cinderella became
melaneholy and despondent, and she
commenced to hook her dress in the front.
After this she ralnfaed into deep medi-
tation, when, as surmised, she was
seized with a happy thought. She went
out into the yard, came in and piled on
six more logs of wood, lit several matches
which- she placed where they conld be
made to retain holding ground. This
appeared to afford her some, but perhaps
not adequate, relief of mind, for notici

tfhe{:; we}:'e tgontenta in it, she eased her
eelings by throwing, a large per-centage
upon the ignited-matches. ﬁa:m was a
sudden rush of sheet flameup the chim-
ney. A dense smoke followed, and the
fire was as though it had never been, so
that not a spark remained to allow of even
so much as a reminiscence,  Then the gir
finished the lacin

name socks may )
by a feast on her iE_iggermul_s. .

1 be somewhere abont seven in |

Ay —

e

e
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1 became cowneast, a_mf%érg-l
ing from my concealment, I wandered |
through the purliens of the city to pursue
my reflections. I thought what a trea-

Pl

 sure that girl would be to her husband

when she became his wife: So full of
patience and long suffering. So fertile
of resources, trying in rapid succession
the offects of fresh butter, boxes of
matches, spermt cdndles, pork dripping,
more matches, more wood, more every-’
thing, ;

Still pursuing my meditations, T was|
v nding my way homewards once again,
waen my attention was drawn to a stream
of flame issuing from a chimney. It was
the chimney attached to my own tene-
ment. I hastened onwards, and entered. |
A fire that wounld have reduced pig-|
iron to cast steel in almost no time was
consuming itself with ifitense heat at the
expense of close upon half-a-ton oi ire-
wood. Steam was eomi‘ilé out of the |
spout of the kettle with sufficient forceto |
have set a donkey-engine going. And
where was Susan ? She was reading the
 wanteds "’ in the columns of a journal
upon which I have the honour to serve.
She said she didn’t think my place would |
suit her. I said I was sorry indeed to|
hear her say so—that she suited me ad-
mirably, and that I thought if she made
the acquaintance of any single man who
dealt in firewood, he would marryher right |
off. I said, however, I had too much

| pride about me to keep her against her
 inclination. She could go at once. She

kitchen, without being observed in re- | [ oL

Upon taking stock at her depar-
ture, I found all the fresh butter, all the
E:'léoagne. pork dripping, sperm candles,

dmiatches had been consumed. I also
missed two legs of a wooden bedstead
which had been stowed away in the wash-
house, and to this hour I am unable to |
account for their absence.

DIRECTIONS FOR PUTTING OUT A FIRE.

I have thought since whether Busan
wouldn’t have been a fair match for a
volunteer fire brigade man I once lodged
with. We slept in the sameroom. When
the fire-bell rang out I used to wake him
up. He would get me to go out and
look in what divection the blaze was'
making itself known, while he took his
uniform out of & box and carefull
brushed it all over. Then he wonld o1l
his hair and part it down the middle;
then he would polish his helmet and ask
bme how the fire was gettingon. Then he
would cat up tobacco and light his pipe
and walk gently out of the room, and
come back again and have a view af his
own reflection in the looking-glass. All
I know is that when the annusl report
was read by the captain of the brigade,
that report stated that Volunteer Jones'
had never been absent once from theroll-
call after a fire had been subdued ; but it

Jones had ever been at a fire. There ars
a good many Susans and Joneses in this’
world. People wonder how ever they
manage to get on. But they do geb on,
and really what is the odds as long as
one's happy.

I ECONOMISE AND ORDER A FIVE-
) GALLON KEG OF BEER.

Ir happened a fortnight back, and the
évents which thén transpired are as fresh
in my mind as if they had oceurred since
'bml{fast time in the morning on which
I pen these remembrances. A jovial
brewer meets me near to the enclosure of
his establishment, when he says, “Mr
Snyder, will you sam];la our last manu-
facture ? ’ and I said I would. Then he
conveyed me into a cool-cellar, and in
connection with ahalf-pint crystal goblet
I qampled the beer, and I pronounced it
bright, clear, sparkling, crisp, pleasant
of flavor, and possessing powers of im-

a kerosene tin, and finding by trial that

‘to feteh it for me in & jug

- of both boots and;
pulled up her socks or whatever other!,
,g!}d finished off

‘command

The {h Licts Tiks "‘E‘ z bml ng on witnessing| or night. 1 should feel a confidence
- the unsn vt of s worthy #|3n the undertaking. There would be an
" ' . e T el e A SR 2

parting in warmth in eombinaf
with solace of mind. I said all this upon
‘the first trial, and gave the same opinion
with variations at the second. . The
brewer gaid, “Try a five-gallon k
stationed in your own homestead.” I sai
_lgigzppnn’lc:rttzl of bee:ed fresh from an ad-
Joining hotel answered all my purpose
‘and had answered the pfurgosl; rather
better to the tight little woman who used
3 earefully con-
cealed in a wicker basket, for her wa

had pro her. Baut the

never repent
it if I tried a five-gallon keg. It
would always, he said, be at m
at any hour of the day

indepetidance of fecling in_conneotion

did not go on to state that Volunteer]

ir] bud been so captivating that the landlosd | it O

7 do

with the transaction. I would have the
satisfaction of knowing it was all there
when wanted. * You could look defiant,
at the police, Mr Snyder, when Sunday
came round. You might hold up a glass
before his very mose, and ask him
wouldn’t he like to know where you got-iﬁl
from. Besides,” said the brewer, * look|
what a saving it is in point of|
economy.” Then I said to that brewer,
“ Your powers are persuasive. Send me!
five ons equal to sample.” And it
was so. When the cask came I desired
the female of my household fo draw me

las much as would satisfy the thirst of|

a salt-fish breakfast; but she informed '
me it couldn’t be done without & tap.
Then I said, * Get a tap;" and she got
one in something over two hours. It
amounted to three-and-sixpence. I called
in a friend to advise e how the tap
should be inserted, and he said, pointing
to a hole near the bottom of the eask|
with a cork in it, *Take the tap and|
lace it against the cork, then take thei
ammer and knock at the tap.” I did
this while my friend and the female of
the household looked on interested. The
tap went in without much effort on the
psrtof the hammer, but it was followed
with a gush of beer which distributed
itself in about the most impurtial manner
it is possible to conceive over my shirf- |
front, over my friend’s face, and the face |
and neck-frill of the female of the house- |
hold. Some portion went on to the wall,
and anothér portion landed itself on the
carpet. Isaid we wounld take our revenge
out of that beer to the extent of three
tumblers, and I told all hands to stand
by for & gush, as I was about to turn on
the tap. But when I turned it on, after
leaking out the matter of two wine-
glasses, it caved in, and refused a further
supply. I said, *“ What does this myste:
mean? Canit be that the beer is so wea
that it is deficient in strength to run 7%
And I went out and asked a neighbour to
explain. He looked for the mafter of

spoil the cask. T said [ should like fo
spoil the inside to theextent of about a
pint of the beer; but I'didn't want to do
any malicious injury to the cask. The
neighpour said I misunderstood him : the |
cask must have a spile hole to let in the
air. I asked him how that was to be
done, and he said I must get & gimblet.
I said I hadn’t got one. He said I could
et one for ninepence. So I sent out the|
woman of my household, and she brought
buck a patent one which she stated came
to sixteenpence. This brought the cost
of getting at three glasses of beer to
four-and-fourpence. For the first go off
I think I never saw so much froth in
connection with so little beer in any part
of the world I have travelled. under or
over. The foam rose above the tumbler
and formed a caunliflower of huge size and
elegant proportions, while not more than
half-an inch of the amber liquid remained
on deposit in the glass. But with a sue-
cession of effortawe did get the beer, and
I felt proud to think what things
patience and perseverance will accomvlish
in this sublunary sphere. All through
‘that day I experimented on the tap te
ascerfain whether it fulfilled the expecta-
tions which T had formed of it, and found
them more than realised. I tried that
tap the last thing before furning in at
night, and” went to bed comforted. 1
said, “T owe a debt of gratitude to that
brewer altogether independently of ow-
ing him for the beer, If Ishould miss
mmndg up totime in the latter I certainly
should not as concerning the former.”
Then I fell into & sweeb slumber, from
which I was aroused soon after daybreak
by a gentle rspging at my door. [ said,
*Come in,” when the female of my
houschold entered, and in a sort of a
safirical vein asked me whether T knew
where the beer was. T said, ** Susan, the
beer, except the two gallons consumed:
yesterday, is in the cask, and I don't
mind now I come to think of it, if you

five minutes, and then told me I must

do bring me in a glass with not to much
froth on it.” “Sir,” said the woman of
my household, *the beer has de
ifgr'cum the cask and is playing about the
mr',? ]
Tither the strength of the beer had |
forced its way through the tap, or I had
upon my last application omitted to shut
arose with feelings more easily
conceived than described, and thera I be-
held with a saddened gaze the” liquid
spreading itself under the influence of a |
ntle breeze coming through the kitchen
or with a beautiful evenness over the
floor. It sought our crevices and trickled

dowi them. It made for a knot-hole in
ous of the flooring boards, wid went
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