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oysters were not such niol'al ea:tfol? as f It ·-was thus while in meditation fancy rmeasure-whlch r su~pose means s_ome appfes. .-lre ba.lan(iA e Wl a. 
some other articles of dH:lly consumption. free that the old boatman sidled up to sort of measure that will hold such a little ulothes' prop. His fiither wituessing the 
"You see," he w~nt on to say, ''.if I was me, and leaning ai?ainst the r>til, ask?d liquor as will neither dd 11 follow ~?od ex plait made him practice for some 
to open a grocers shop;. or an ironmon- me "did I feel rmserablfl 11.~~ was li~e nor harm .. And you go on 8 morahs~ng months. He was in the habit occasionally 
ger's, or start an emponu1rt; or a de~ot, altogether too much for me. He said about the mtemperanc~ bf the v:orkrng on warm summer nights of sleepirtg on 11 

or a warehou~e, or a f~nitu~c estil.bI~sh• ~e ha:d ~ad enough of the ups and downs classes and the. necessity of cks1i;ig up, line. Ho always_ be _says, felt it more 
~ent, the police wouldn t tbm~ <I_ loo'k- rn this hfe, but he ha~ never gone so far half of the pubhc-bouses! and talkmg of I refres-tiing th·m by lymg on a m'.l'ttrcss. 
mg aftc:r mti, and they wouldn t trO'Uble as to want to drop huns~lf o~ a wharf what you know no. more about than. a tBlondin relates how once he waited on 
my custonrnrs; but only let me s_tart an a:id let the tide float ~1m_ till he was ba?y does where 1~s ~other gets . its the Archbishop of Ca 

1
terbury and offered 

oyster shop, and there they are. down picked up for n. cor1mer s mquest. n;e tucker fr.om to keep it gomg. Supposmg to carry him across on a rope a hundred 
upon a fellow a once, an~ a-watc~mg my fu~tber went on to say that he wasn.t the pubhc-houses was redooced to one foet high, the proceeds of which were to 'Je 
customers through the wmdow as if every ~o.u~g to _allow any man to _comm1t half, why what would be the_ ~onsequence? given towards the formation of a home 
oyst.er th~y swallowed was .a bad h~If_, smmde while. be ~as prcs~nt, and if I. was The on~ half would lay their heads to- _.for decayed acrobats. •rhe Archbishop 
orow:1 which they w.as a!raid .of bemg on !or anyth~ng .m ~hat lme of .busmess gether and say-Let us get the most out would not accept the offer, but appointed 
convwted of for havmg rn their posses• he should think it his dooty to give me m of the people for_ourselves as ever we can, a poor curate in his place. Blondin, 
sion. Then they are commg to you, air custody. . becau~e there w~l~ be no_ other half ~o however, declined to have anything to do 
all hours of the night a-saying, 'Joe,- or· Then I told the old man to d1sabuse come m comp~tition agarnst _us. Wen with auy one below the deo-ree of a 
whatever your. nam~ may be; 'has C~rly j bis mind of an illusion. If I harl been make h~y while _the, sun sh11:10s, that'S' Bishop, and then he was to be can-ied 
Poll been here to-mght? or, What time going to Ji.own myself, any one who bad what well do. Gi:ve em bad liquo_r and over in full canonicals. The event did 
did Happy Jack,' or, 'When do you ex- made a deep study of my nature would worse accommodat10n, and make tip-top not come off. Them is onlv one man of 
pect the Knowing 'O: n to turn up?' .And know it was not like~y I- should do such charges; that will be our little game. whom Blondin is afraid. • This is an 
they. goes on 8;-asking t~ese questions, a !bing in a new smt of clot?es, the re- And as for these Tell1;plars, who are so agent of the great Am~rican showman 
and if you don t o.usw:er em they says· c01pt for the payment of whwh was at ~lessed ,goo~ as wo~ t touch a drop of Barnum, who follows him to whatever 
t~ey'll ~ark you for it, and, blow me,- that moment in ~y pocket. hqu?r• . cos if they d_1d !hey ~ust go on part of the world he may travel. Thi:> 
sir, askmg your par?-on, but they do The old man said ·• ~e were werry sorry a-drmkmg a;id a-drmkmg, t~ll they get agent attrnds every performance. Should 
mark you, and make it uncom~<mly h?t if htJ bad hurt my feelings, ~ut when a t~emse1ves mto an evPrlashpg. i>ta:te of Blondin happen to fall and smash him
and uncomf,~rtabl~ for you. 'I hey do~1 t gentleman was seen moon.mg o~'er a. tigbtness,-who are they, I s~uld l_lke to Bl'lf, Barnum ba.s commissioned his agent 
do such a thmg with a draper, or a city' railing of the wharf at one o clock m the know, who says a fellow musn f dp.nk a to buy up the mutilated corps, the balauc
councill~r, o_r a bookseller, then why ~o morning while the ~ide. were up it looked drop, for fear he should come t~ be like: ing poll be fell with ' anc:' the rope. Brir
they do it with oyst.er shops? Well, I 11 as if be wasn't thmkmg what he was theirselves? And then theres those num'R intention is ta have Blondin stuffed 
tell you wh~: because oysters ain't I going to havfl ~or his breakfast:" m 'mber~ a-stick~ 1g tbemse)ves .~P to: \ and exhibited, by which be reckons ~e 
moral. Theres no other reas_on as I s~s . My compamon, whose wh1ske;s and :be makii;ig of Acts of. Parliaillrnt, 6ne will make an imwense fortune. Blondin 
or can see. P:- gentleman ~111 come m bearu apFeared in the cold m~onhght as ~ot of whwh says ~~e Bible m~st be re.ad, states that he knows this event will 
late at nigQ.t ID compa~y with a young covered with hoar frost, and his nose as m schools, or the nsmg generati.on-which· . happen him at some time but to dis
w:oman who ~as b~en m. the shop the if set in carbuncl~s, then aI?proached me I suppose means boys ~nd girls-w?n't appoint Barnum and his agent he h~s by . 
mght afore w1t? quite a cllifere~t gentle- cI0 sely, and looking hard 1Dto _ ruy face gr~w up moral, and all ohat sort of thmg; will disposed of his final remains for the · 
man, and they 1 h~ve a feed o ?Y~ters, said, " I beg your pardon, sir, but I while another lot goes a-w;1t!Ilg to , the I benefit of bis children. Blondin hall 
and ever so many like that comes m; hut think I have seen .Y?Ur face somewhere newspapers, _and say

1
s the ~1bl~ ~usn t be tried to get his life insured at several 

I never seed .or knowed ~ ;.espectable afore to-night. Ain t you a newspap~r r8'.1d m ~ubhc schoo ,~, o; it wul mt,erfei:e laYge offices but the risk ha.s upon every 
woman come m and say, ' \;!, 111 you be gent ?-ain't you one of. tho~e v;ho. is wit.h their seckla~ edication. ~hats ed1- occasion been declined, which he thinks 
good enough to open me a plate of always going on about things m I arlia- cat10n, and whats secklar, thats what I is coming it very hard on him. 
oysters" just as easy~like as she would go· ment and the Police Conrts, and shewing want to know. My old woman, as has 
into a pastrycook's and ask for a gla.s~ of up people a!! get slewed and 'salts beP.n a wife to me, girl and boy, as I ~ay CORR"P:SPOXDENTS 
jelly and a bun. So I've come to tbrnk people." say, for the matter of the last thirty WAR AND 
that oysters were not intended to make I said that I sometimes put my hand to yea.rs, says to me the other night, ' .Joe;' OTHERS. 
people moral, but -W!IB intended to keep- that powerful lever which had been so she says, "these chaps are a' ways and MR ARCRIB'<LU FoRBES has done S'lme 
'om up late o' nights ~na: cauRe 'em to gO'I instrumental in raising the world to the a continual~y m11:nufacturing of Acts, but very big- t hings as a war corrt>sponclent 
on in a manna~. that ;,t would be much pitch of civilisation which it had now ~vhat I say 1~, ~ive me t~e Acts of _t~i; for t he newsFapers he has written for; 
botter if they 01 l not. reached-which made the Press a terror Postles, which IS worth tne whole b1lm A.nd I am of opinion ht> is now doin~ even 

Here is food for reflection- fo-r my I to the doers of evil, and a source of of them stewed d0wn and turned out in bigger things for himself as a lecturer, and 
readers. I wish some man or \votnan of streno-th to those who delio-ht to do well. the handsomest mould that is to be found as olrl f:lourlf'v was wont to say, "and 
an intel~igent. turn of mind would ~ive Tb~ aged boatman appe~red to b~ im- for them.' ~i.ys I, old girl, I. hink you whPrrf0rc no?" HE is earning great fame 
t he subJeCt his or her best cona1derationf pressed with the profound observat10ns I are ~bout r1gnt. If people,_ mstean of for him~elf with hosts of a.mused and in
and let me know- the result.. ha.cl entrusted to his consideration. He fighhng about whether the Bible should wrested listenPrs, and I feel sure his bank

SUCH IS LIFE-A PHILOSOPHIC 
AND A MORALISTIC DIHCOURSE 
WITH A BOATMAN. 

IT'S not very often I find "myself ta~en 
aback in giving an answer to any question 
which may be put to me. It bas been a li:e 
study with me. and I am open to explam 
any matter which may be b.rought u~der 
my notice, from pronouncmg dcf?,mt~ly 
the precise date of the early low~r Siluna:n 
formations down to the last thing out rn 
spirit rapping or the fine arts. But I feel 
quite humbled in havmg to confess that I 
was beaten the other day by a specimen 
of human nature, a second sample of 
which never in a long world-wide experi
ence, came under my observation. He 
waR au old boatman, who in the course of 
of conversation, told me he was getting 
on for three score and felt quite equal to 
taking another scor€ or two out of him
self before he was prepared to cut the 
pamter. 

It was about one o'clock in the morn
ing that I was leaning over the rail of the 
lower portion of the Queen-street wharf, 
waiting the arrival of the Thames steamer. 
I was meditating upon the mutability of 
all things mudane. How one man ca.me 
to get such a precious sight more than he 
deserved. and-how others including my
self didn't get half what they bad a right 
to look for. I was reconciling myself to 
this state of thing, which I supposed, like 
earthquakes, volcanoes, cholera morbus, 
and house :flies, were intended for some 
good purpose, the precise drift of which 
it was not permitted us to know. The 
pott has said that whatever is is right, 
and I am not in a position to contra.diet 
him. I suppose things will be all the 
same to us a hllI\dred years hence, bnt 
then they are not quite the same to us to
day, or the week after next; and it's this 
that puts me out. I must conte_ut myself 
by saying, " Mary, my good girl, draw 
me half a pint of beer in pewter," whilst 
old Jones rings the bell, and orders John 
to bring the claret and walnuts. 

H ere am I, who have been trying for a 
long life time to imp:ess upon the wo:ld 
those sentiments which have been dic
tated by the loftiest emotions com oellcd 
to lower my contemplation, and make en
quiry whether my boots will Etand half 
soling, while Jones :who has never dontJ 
anything but dabble m corner allotments, 
can order three hundred and sixty five 
pairs of Wellingtons in the year, aud look 
his boot-maker in the face, when he 
presents his bi~. 

leaned both arms upon the wharf. railing be ~cad in scboo!s, .would only rea~ th;em ers give bim a large amount of credit as 
and watched medita~ively the ripple of a. httl~ ruor~ tneir,elves by their own! be journeys akng on his way. But I 
the tide as the sheen of the moonlight bedsides, my opinion is that tb_ere'_d not want to point out, without wishing to be 
danced upon its surface. There was be so much talk ahout what thei~ kids _are thought tob presumutious, thar. othn 
evidently a something preying upon his to do. Many ~f them. chaps as _is gorng newspapPr corresponnPJltS have done 
mind-something which he desired to re- on about the Bible berng read m school quitP as big things in another dirrctiou as 
lieve himself of. •l never turns over the leaves of one their- Mr Forbe:> has done; but somehow or 

Then he delivered himself of this ques- 1 solves from year's end to yea.r's end, and othn thev hav11 not been in the way of 
ti on, " You newspaper coves knows lots ~f th?se ~vh? make t.be most noise abou~ t~e ' maki·n· g tbemsel ves· as we. 11 .known-. \Var 
things· now just you tell me wheres thrng is like a drum, the hollower it is corrP'!ponrlent~ run many risks 11.nrl have 
Heavex'i ?" ' the more sound comes out of it.' ' Susan, plenty of barn work cut out for th<>m. I 

I pointed to the firmament on high, my love_d one,' I goes. on. to say, 'make Thev have pli>ntv of hair:bre~<lth 'scitpcs, 
and said, "It's up above." your children re~d tb~1r Bible of .a Sunday but not vPrv often 'i thR uu~mPn.t rlea.dly 

Then he asked, " At what o'clock." arternqo_n, !l.nd make em B!l-Y th.air prayei;i breach. LikP cnmm<tnrlt>rs-in-ch1ef, tl>ey l 
I said clocks hadn't got anything to do every mgh_t before turnmg ID; but if arn.1Lt timrs in the fh•ht_ perhaps in the 

with the question. they t ell lies, Susan, my _lawfully be- thick of it; b •1t, M I have been toM, t.hi:>y 
He told me, in reply, h e thought clocks gotten, whack 'em e".en 1f they have mnr A oftPn view what is gain~ on by the j 

had everything to do with it. "Look r 1:ad_ ever so m1;1ch Bible. If they go .aid of telescop~ or binocular. Ily ~uch 
here, now," he said, "ain't cart-wheels pwking and_ stealmg, e-ren ~hough they l mf'ans wf\r !'orresnondents are much bet-1 
got axle-trees to work on?" can say their C~urcb Catechism by h eart, ter able to de~crib<' ~ narrative \vha.t has 

I said cart-wheels had. l:ackwards or side~. ays, or any hows. you ha,ppeni!d'OT haippenlllij• But how abotlt 
"Then," he said, "Ain't the world got whack 'em; ~r if you don't I. will, if it is d>rnger t 'l lifo anrl limb; how about hiir< 

an axle-trP.e to twist itself round on?" only to make em honour their father and 
h h · _, b 1 · rides and perilous swims; how a.bou I said it was generally believed the mother t at t e1r ·~a.ys may e ong ID b d U . 

earth revolved on its axis in the space of the land. The Bible's good and thei rave an ga ant thmgs done by news-
twentv-four hours and some minutes. Catechism's goor!, and r eligion's good; paper correspondents in the early days of 

b · h d • h d ld gold-diggings rushes to new and unknown " Werry well," was the answer, " tl>at's ut if t ey on t on our me an you o 
· 1 d k · f h 1 places, in cowp:•ny with rough-aud-ju~t what I want to come to. If the gir • an go a- eepm/c away :om so 00 tumble men, hastening pell-mell throu o-h 

earth revolves as you say-that is, goes to ca~h fish as they 0 sometimes, what swamps, crossing rivers and ascendi~o
round on its axis or axle-tree, which I 1 ~ay.is, 'Whack 'em, and. never 7ou 15.0 h eights m search of the precious metaf. 
suppose are both made alike and of the ~:uuding no Acts rof Parliament. Tb1s l ba.ve not heard of many war correspon
same material then Heaven rnay be above is wh~t I told my old woman the other 

' · ht d h 'J ld b I dents bo.ving lost their lives, although a. us at nio-ht and below in the morning. mg- • an s e says, oe, o oy, 1 b f h b 
Now what I want you to say is which is believe you are right,' and then she goes arge num er 0 t em ave been taken 
it. a~d !lit what o'clock?" ' _to the c 1pb_oard and brin. gs me out a drop prisoners, to ba almost immediately 

J f d h h If dr liberated. I3ut there have been tJ my 
I was not going to show myself heated 0 square gm, an 8 0 gives erse a op knowledge twenty or more than this 

by a hoary hei ·fod three-score waterman, because,_ she says, ''Vbat's ~ for the number of goldfields correspondents who 
and so I evaded his question by saying! gander is good for the g~ose, and sh in doing their work have perished miser
that I would consult a nautical almanac, always find.s she sleeps with a wea~e ab ly or have suffered fearfully. There 
and Would tell him the exact time of day am. ount of rnn~cence and 111 less m~lm- T f 

t t h ful th ht to was poor erry, or the Port Phillip to find where the locality he was on the a wn ° ave sm oug s co~e ID G t h"l . · 
f--' r· ·and '\\•hi.ch I trusted we were all in her bead than when she gets nothmg. ~ze te, w 1 e exannnmg a claim at tho 

u , Bahl Hill (Ballarat ) had his brains 
search after was located. And h ere's the steamer a-crawling up smashed in from the fall of a lump of 

My friend; app11rently quite satisfied and its wishing you a good night I am, quartz. Tho diggers round about made 
with iil'v assurances, then lapsed into pro- and hoping your shadow may never grow up sixty ounces of gold for his widow and 
found silence for several mimi.tps ;-when less." children. There was Young Boyd,. of the 
he awoke from his reverie, -an'd with an And the old man retired, leaving me to Argus, as brave a. fellow as ever breathed, 
abruptness that was sufficient . to make '~onder whether h e who. could only rea:d a w~il:- gallan t ly de~ending the gold com
the blood curdle in my veins, said, I little and spell never a bit, ;vasnotasfairly m1ss1011ers who, with a nuwber of police, 
" Wliere do you get hold of all them lies o.n his way to H eaven. as the more en- wero a~tacked by a number of miners, goc 
as goes into print?" I lightened part of h1s fellow-men who both bis le;;-s broken, aud yet in his .,.,eat 

. • What lies ?" I asked. ~ade Acts of Pa:liam.P.nt in order to show agony wrote a gra.phic account 0 £ the 
"vVhat lies?" said the old tnan; "why. him and others like him tlre way. outbreak, and despatched it to tho paper-

them lies as gets into print in the papers. he represented. The:e was Clarke, of 
Just 'cause I happens to get a. little fresh I SOf.fETHING ABOUT BLONDIN. the G elong Advertiser, who ro,fa a 
one niirht, and the bobbies spottl)d me l How Blondin first learned to walk the drau,;ht horse from Cr1mvick Crce!c into 

t d 1 k ..... · th t h h Geeloug, a distance of 76 miles, in ei_<>ht ou an oc ~ llle up m e w,a c - ouse, tight-rope is replete with interest. lie 
and the ma.gist.rates fines me five R, oberts .states that whl..n only six years of aze he hours and a half. He did thu :;·reater 
th t ~- part of the distancym a dark moonlcs-J e nex moi:nmg; you newspaper coves ~ed along his m 1ther's clothes' lino, 

010
0-ht". llis saddle Wtu a folded corn 

comes out with a long yar,i, and talks o e end of which was fastned to an apple 
I about the advisability of a permissiv~. ·- :.-. Thi!_ enabled him.JI 8~1- th." sauk: his stirrups a piece of rope loo~e'L. .... 

. . . . : .b·~::~·~'.J:~~,: 


