£k, you judze how mn shonld. lend
ry. often it i3 not his|what is offered you to advauce upon.
tandmg in the second | Sometimes we give twice as much as the
ore obedient to his w | thing would fetch: if it had to be sold.

file out of something he
t to shuille but of, in con-,
 some dirty bit of business. .
real ladies ever come to a4 pawa-

11, they do, and if a man’s got aay
af all anywhere abont him he'll
almost bleed to see one of these in so much
misery and trouble.  Of course it doesn't
do it our business to mention names.
But it wast’t so very long ago a lady, and
she was a young lady too, with a thick
~veil over her face and a long cloak round
! hergeomes fo the counter where [ was
ing, and she asked me in 2 very low
hether she could speak to mé in a
room. 8o T touk her back, when
ndid o packet slie had in her hand
produces a gold watch and a pair
ngs, and two brooches, with some
cket—siet things asa wo-
elonging to her when they have
b n lier by a lover or a husband.
Well, she lays them all down on the
ta

n you lend me on this jewellery 2% So,
alues ‘em up, and T said she could have
“£25 wupon them. Then she burst into
Etsara and said that woulda’t be enouzh by
£15. 8he wust have, she said, £40 before
four o'clock that afternoon. It wasacase
of life and death. Well, you kaow, it
L@an’?‘; mice to hear & woman talk in that
in, And it 't nice to lend more
<money on pledges than they wonld fet ¢
“if they had to be sold. So I had to tell
(the lady that it couldn’t be done; sha
would have to give me more security)
. When T told her that, she sat down on the
‘vorper of the table and thought for, I
ishould say, quite five minutes. Then she
id 1F T would take care of the jewellery
she wonld be back again in an hour, She
sk, she said, if she sold her soul, have|
£40'by. foar o'clock that afternoon, Then)
she went away and in about an hour andl)
1 ‘a-half, while I was standing at my door/
' Hlooking down the street, I saw the lady|
l'gqf-ont of a cab, in company with a young
-girl. The girl, I suppose, bad received
gl 1| ber dustroctions, for she conies towards
A 5 | thedoor with a large bundle and asked

rm ‘to tuke charge of it. She went away,
. ‘and almost directly afterwards the lady
§ | bomes again and walks into my private

it Sitting-room. The parcel was undone, and
||| Tsee that the lady had been pulling her
L wartrobe to pieces to raise more money.
“There wasa watered lavender silk dress
fwhich I gnessed had been made to go
§ with & wedding-ring, and there wus & lot
41 ofbéantifully worked night-dresses and
| [fine under-clothing, and much that women
ifeel pronil of to have by them in the
drawers and wardrobe. ¢ Well, ma'am,’ I

|

| ,l'

T2 b g R T

i

i i v

waid, “you can have what you ask for, I
| Buppose ; as when good times come to you
again you will be here and take them all
‘bueke”  And then T see her handkerchief
0 to her eyes, and she got the money all
ﬁsm_rereigns and went her way. I learnt|
| all ‘about it afterwards. That woman |
thal rpised the money to save her hushand |
‘being handed over that afternoon to the|
olice and from the police to a judge and
rom the judge to Mount Tden. That
| Swas just it, and nothing else. Women
will do sich strange things to save vagu-
med hosbands. And that man was an
Jout=and-outer. Soon affer I heard he had
bolted and left her behind, I shouldn't
Jike to sy what shie’s doing, or rather I
dﬂpﬁ::e what she has been obliged to do,
‘to keep uop her respectability. I know
Lslis redcemed her clothes and ~ her jewel-
jfery s but T don'’t know where she got her
monéy from to do it with. It wasnof my
ace to enquire.
. " Yes Mr Snyder, we do see strange
things—thut’s just what we do. ~ A woman
lonce came 1o me and said she must have
ifive pound, I asked what she had got to
apledge, and what do yon think she ofered
ngassecarity 7 Why her marriage certifi-
. 1 fold her it was of no value to me.
L ainly marriage certificates were not so
on ia this part of the world as they
@, but still they wonldn’t fetch
ing when put up to auction. 5o she |
away grieving. She said there was
“fear of hernot Pn}'ing the advance, as
ould not let it go away from her for
mndred-fold the woney, Bt I conldn’t
1y way to basingss, Mr -Sa}fder_, not
W I

nd she says, ‘How muech money |

brow ug
thirty m minates when b

od, bat the t1
“yoi should len

But then we koow it's ‘a thing that the
person bringing it would not altogether
part with for ten times its value; it’'s a
gauﬁ!y relie or something that h'elonlge&'_fo
gouvd days, and has:got pleasant memories
belonging to it, that won’t let it be parted
with for good. Again, a thing may' have
cost as many pounds a8 wonldn’t fetch
shillings, because it's old-fashioned and
ont of the market. A pawnbroker has' to
know the value of everything, and he’s|
got to know human natare,—he’s got to|
put the two together, and' make what he

.

“Yes, I have known such things. T
have seen a wompn epme in and 2o behind
the s2reen and slip off her petticoat to get
a shilling on it, and T have seen-a woman
take off her child's boots to get a small,
but T have neyer done that sort of Dbusi-
ness. It's nof my line. There are places
where sueh things are done, but uot in
this establishment.”

{

A BROKEN-HEARTED EDITOR. |
Two days since I was struck exceedi?ﬁ'
melancholy in feeling, as I was compelled
to listen-to a narrative touching the mis-
fortunes of an old and esteemed friend
He is a newspaper editor. By nature h
is jovial, and by training a man who can
adopt any policy required of him, but, as
he told me in the course of onr conversa-
tion, he whs not up to the mark in adve-
cating a ** no poli¢y principle.”

“You see,” he says,"” “ the newspaper T
am on belongs to a lot of shareholders, and
every one of them have their own particu-
Iar views how a paper should be written.
One lot don’t approve of the Government
being written down; another don’t believe
in it being written up; and a third lot
want to know what the juce newspapers
want meddling with the Government at all
for. T'm not a bad sort of a hand 2t a
newspaper, a8 you know, but sometimes T
feel that if my mother bad never brought
me into the world I should have been a
maeh happier man ; or, if my father had
made a sﬁoemakcr of me, I should have
been a more useful member of society.

“The clerk in the-office who takes the
advertisements for our paper says he'll
have to drop down to drinking or some-|
thing worse to relieve the mental torture
he is made to endure. One shareholder
brings him an advertisemeent and wants it/
done at half-price, and the adyertisement|
mast, of course, be placed at the top of a
column, so that, the clerks says, withont!
the columds can be made all tops the ad-|
vertising shareholders will refuse to pay|
any more calls. ; - ;

* Referring back to my own case. Be-
fore I begin to write an articte I have to
go to the manger for a subject, and he's
::lbont ag much puzzled as I am what to|

0.

*The other day we had along talk to-
gether as to what should be the question
to be discussed for the next article. He
said he was quite sure he didn't know ;
for if we praised the policy of the present|
Government, wé should liave nine-tenths
of the customers highly indignant, and if
we didn’t praise it—well we could guess
the consequences — perhaps a month’s
notice to move on. Then the manager
rested his throbbing brow on his bloodless.
hands and thouﬁht intensely for thirty-five
minutes when
suddenly illuminated ; he sat erect in his
seat and in joyous aecents exclaimed, ‘I
have it—write about the n of Khiva.”
Poor fellow ! he had forgotien for the
moment I had used np all the geography
books said abont  Khiva, and all that
travellers had said about the Khan. ! Yes,
he said pathetically, * T see that won’t do ;
can't yon write about some social or
domestic subject—milk for instance ; I
know wmy penn’orth of milk contains a
cousiderable admixture of water. Go in
shout adulterations. Tt’s popular, yon
know." T said it struck me somewhat that
wn had lately been dealing in too inany
milk and water subjects. He admitted
this at once and snggested ‘soap’ asa good
sithject, but I told Lim if the article was
to be as soft as those which had gone be-
fore, I thought the public hud guite a8
much or perhaps a little more than they
cared for, _ .
The manager then placced his now burning
his trembling palm for another|

a8 fellow,
o And T i ¥ wh

118 countenance became | 3

seldo . pe ers 1

nestion from both sides, knowing that if
ghey should make the attempt it might lead
them into a labyrinth of conjectu
fallacies, devoid of antithesis, and alike
unsatisfactory. to those who think one way,
as those who think ancther, To err ig
human, to forgive divine.” - That’s some-
thing of the sort of thing. If it doesn't
please all the shareholders, it will not dis-
please them, becaunse they won't know how
to pick holes on it.’

“Snyder, my dear fellow, you are out of
doors, and abiout a good bit. Do look up
something for me, in which I shall be able,
to et back ever so little of my long lost
self-respect and independence. I don't
.care what it is, so fong as it is not to_edit
‘a shareholder’s newspaner.. I don't mind
driving a cab, or a wateringacart, or running
messages, or being ckeck-taker at a. thea-
\tre, or being messenger in a Governmnent
oi_‘ﬁ’_cé._at £65 per annum, where I have to
touch my hat to all to whom I open the
door. 1 wouldn’t mind placing myself
between two boards, announcing the fact
of some draper miningg:imself by meIIinﬂi
off under cost price. Do, Snyl_i_ar‘% there's
look out for mex
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_| much more of lawful and wisible support

lady to buy a trotter of yon she wouldd

8l turn up her nose and wouldn’t give youl

an answer. A swell will take a cousle!
sometimes when he's thres parts sprung
and want’s to make a donkey o’ himself.
Bat if you believe me, the day a girl be-
comes disrepectable, and forgets herself, |
and her father und her mother, and takes |
btn going wrong, she takes at the same
time to trotters. Ask the police and they:
will tell you the same thing. Ask ‘e
the reason ou it, and they ara as iguorant
as they are of their dooty. When a girl
ceases to be ashamed of herself, she calls
up the trotter-man, and she'll suy, *01d-
un, give us a Bob’s-worth of shanks,
and she'll eat a matter of four on
’emt without flinching, with often may be,
two pint o’ beer to keep 'em company, |
They always pay well as a rule, and|
they always stand beer to Old Trotters. |
as they call him, and if you'll let ’em
chaff you without beiling over, they will
lay in a stock to take home—snch & home
as it is, you know. Trotter dealing has
its drawbacks; but it has its pleasures.
There’s beer and company goes with *em.
Then you do the policeman, which is
always very soothing to ome's feelings
- You {:oha {un in the fuce, and you holds
your basket of trotters up, and youn says
quite bold, ‘Ain’t this Lere lawful and
wisible 1neans of support for you, or how

ON TROTTERS AND OYSTERS,

| do you want?

Oh, yes, we see life as it
is, when the hours are late, I don’t so

WE live and leswrn, that's what we do, or much care about the girls as go in for,
hiow shonld I come to know that thecon- trotters. I look upon them as being so

sumption of trotters has & moral bearing

mysterious influence; undergoes eonsider-
able modifications for the worse ?

I learned all this, after the hour of
eleven o'clock at night, from a trotter-
man. He was a little the worse for liquor
our at the time, or a little the better for
it, just according to the point of view the
matter may be looked at from. He was
very old, very decrepit, va;y much
wasted, and wore a decidedly dissipated
air, He stopped me in Queen-street, just
as he st,eﬁ)ed from the door of a public-
house. He said he had just got four
trotters left in his basket, which I could
have four half-a-crown; or if didn't ap-
prove of half-a-crown, I conld have them
for any smaller sum I liked to give a
name to; or if that didn’t answer, %could
have "em for half price less than nothing,
a8 he considered I had a mean and cheese-
paring look about me.

I was not offended, nor did I give ex-
pression to any feeling of indignation. I
wantel to learn all about trotters, and
i almost no time I got to the bottom of
my subject, and had turned it inside-out.
Trotters, I found, was not gniod moral
feedin% No one ns a rule had any ap-
petite for them until after eleven o'clock
at night, and before three in the morn-
ing; and then, in order to their proper
enjoyment, it was requisite to have taken
in a considerable amount of beer previous
to commencing on them. I asked the
old man whether the sale of trotters wus
a profitable occupation, and he told me
it/ was not. Men only followed the
pursuit under & pressure of circumstances,
all combining in that direction.

*You see, sir, it's me and the likes of
me that can’t get regular sort of work to
do. We ain’t strong enough for the
wharf, and we can’t do bush work, nor
carry loads, nor do that sort of thing if
we was ever go willing; and we ain’t
been learned a trade. Bo in course, as is
uite right and proper, the Bobbies
eollars hold of us, and we are taken before
the magistrate some fine morning after
having been locked up over night, when
the police pitches & yarn, and says we
ain’t got any wisible or lawful means of
support. en the magistrate fiddles
away with his gold watch-chain, and he
says, ‘ Just so, that's it. Prisoner, if you
won't work yon must be made th. Three
nionths in Mount Eden, hard labour, and
short diet, will restore your constitution.’
Then we get the sentence, and away we
Fo. No m my case, when I come out,

get a basket and go into the trott.
trade. It don’t take no amount of eapital,
becanse, when you know how to go about
it, trotters are to be got for nothing, and
aman as can't get a basket somehow
don't know much of the world, and onght
to be kept in gnol everlastingly., Re-
spectable people don’t eat trotters; con-
sequently we don’t go to respectable
people’s doors to sell ’em; but, abont
eleven o'clock at night, & most unaccount-
able craving comes on for them in public-

said, T think
S ticyﬁ W,

ghould go in

houses. They goes down with beer with
a relish just as ‘weal does with squeezes

|

much out of repair, as will never stand

on society. and that society, under such n a-mending; but I do about those young |

things as some of the swells—marrie
avmlis very often—take into the bars and
treat to glasses of wine. These girls
don’t care about trotters now, but with
such gentlemen as they keep company '
with, they very soon will. If some f
the parsons, or parsons’ wives, or the
missionaries, would only come Jut after
hours of a night, instead of going to bed
in a moral sort of a way, I don't say but
they mightn't do a deal of gnod. o
course I know the thing couldn’t be done
for a married woman, you know, that’s |
got children of her own, to go up to a
swell after twelve o’clock, and say to him,
“That young woman, sir, will be safer in |
my company than in yours, and you have
no business having her with you at this |
time o' might—she shall come along o’
me.” I eay I think something might be
done—not always, you know, for some

oung women are very wisshusin follow-
ing their own way, but still some of "em
might be saved by being set about in the
rigit sort of way. What's the good of
preaching sermons, warning people who
never go inside a church, or givin’ 'em
good books which they never read? If
girls were only looked up before they took
to trotters, something might come out of .
it. Bemg pretty well tight you see, just |
now, I'm taken considerably out o’ time. !
1 girls will go in the way of comming to |
like trotters and beer, what's that to
mothers and wives with respectable inten-
tious P

I wanted to know something more
about trotters, and I asked where they
wholesome, and I was told that, “I
should think they were—rayther. They
were a sort of guide by which & man |
might regulate his diet. If & man could |
eat trotters without distwrbing his diges- |
tion he might calculate upon %i\‘ ing to a
hundrefl, that is so far as regards his'
digestion; and even if he found he
couldn’t digest them without some dis- |
comfort, it didn't say he mighn't digest |
sawdust, or bathbrick, which was much
casier for converting into nourishment
than any underboile
been steeped in strong lime water for the

beautiful witeness and solidity of Hlesh.”

Trotters, it appears, have a flavour of
their own, just as ortolaps or truffies have.
They ¢an only be taken with beer after
ten or eleven o'clock at night, and when
the moral influences have gone to sleep.
A trotter-man, I was told, never eats his
own trotters; bnt will partake of ona,
occasionally from the basket of a fellow
trotterman, nrismﬁ from a feeling that
what the eye hush’t seen the palate won't
tarn sgainst.

Then the old m#u joined me at the bar
of the house opposite to where I had been |
gnining so much knowledge; and wa|
partook of something ont uﬁﬁe hand of |
the barmaid, and he opened up on a,
fresh subject. He asked, ** What atout
0
them ¥’ Tt was then he proceeded to tell |

of lemons ies and virtnons girls
uch trotters. If

cousideration for the greater part
i ad to the oanefa i

ife, he b "’thh"i'

frotter which had .

matter of twenty-four hours, to giveita |

rs 7 and I said;, “Well, what about .

me that, having given the matter sevions |-
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