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' | no, she wished me to go quite plain, no-|
an | ,lthing more ; put sue would, she said,
e |

1 Well, the Fat married at the Secotch
.| Church, a;nc{ coo

‘o—yon kmow she’s not your wife.
it, and you know I know it. Now
if you don't leave this house and goliome
to your own wife, and your three children
[ shall get a cab and go and fetch her
here and introduce her to the lady in the
parlour.” Well, you never see a man 8o
taken aback in your life.

“ Now,” I said, *‘ off you go—leave the
the house this instant. You don’t enter
that room again, or if you do I am,away
to bring your wife up and expose you
both.”

And the fellow sneaked out of the
house saying never a word. So I waited
patiently in the bar for more than half
an hour, when the lady comes out and
asked where the gentleman, her husband,
had gone.

I gaid, ** Ma’am, that man is neither
a gentleman nor is he your husband, I
don't want to know any more than I
do know. If it will keep you from harm
and sin you can stop here to-night, and
go to wherever you live in the morning.”
But she went away very quietly.

It was then I recollected that the
whiskey hot and the sherry and water
had not been paid for. I don’t think it
was intended I should have been done
réut of it; but still in & manner I was

one.

out. The man had forsaken his wife and

“three children; and had gone away with | talk to this girl you have deceived.”
the lady who, although not a mother, |

was the wiie of an honest man.
| Yes, Mr Snyder, it was very sorrowful,
land very sad, but, as my husband said,
the whiskey hot and the sherry and
water ought, under any circumstances, to
have been paid for.

Men are great vagabonds, Mr Snrder.
Some men you know—not all I hope,
although I have not been able to see
very many good ones. Of course, being
married it’s not my place to be looking
after good nor bad men; but it's in
our business to see things come up that
ought never to come up,

ome time ago, about three months
since, a respectably dressed young fellow,
with a decent woman leaning on his arm, |

‘ | came to the house, and the man asked]

whether I could provide them with
separate rooms. They had come down
from from the country, and were guing|
to get married in three days. So 1 said|
I could accomodate them, and I did so. |
On the night before the marriage the
girl comes to me, and asks whether 1
would be present at her wedding, as she

had no female acquaintance in Auckland. |

Well, she was a sweet, pleasant, trusting |
sort of a girl—she had been doing dairy
work on a farm, she told me—and I said
I would go to church with her if she did
not wish me to go grand. And che said

very mmch like me to go.
ked them a nice bit of

dinner in a room to themselves, and m
husband and I joined them. The couple

le | ™ 2 ;
had, so I understood from them, agreed [ little of something at my expense ?

| when they got married to go back to their
old service, It was the second mornin
after the wedding, and when the twoh
gone out, as they said, for the purpose of
shopping, my servant girl came to me,
and holding out a leather bag, said she
had founc it under the mattress in the
married couple’s room, but she did mot
Jmow who it belonged to. As I was

nite as much in the dark myself, I un-
tied the string and let the contents fall
on the table.

There were several letters, and the
photograph of a young woman holding
an infant on her ln?. Then I was as
much puzzled as before. 8o I opened
one 0f the letters to gee whether 1 could
learn anythng as to whom the bags and
its contents belonged. And there I read
that it was from a wife to her husband,
entreating him to send her some mone
for the support of herself and their child.
She said she was not in real want, but
that she had been compelled to obtain
credit from tradesmen, promising te pay
them as soon as she received a remittance
from her husband, who was in New
Zealand.

The letter was very affectionately
written, and went on to say in man
kind words how she hoped her dear hus-
band would return to be with her before
her next great trial of trouble came upon
her. Tt would certainly be in less than

|| three months, and she wished, because he

wished it, that it might be a dear little
son.
. The letter was dated from Hobart,
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and was addressed to
the man who had got]
my house only two days]

{in Tasmania,
the name of
married from
before,

Well, Mr Snyder, you might have
knocked me down with a feather; and I
don’t mind as you are so good as to ask
me if I do have a glassof ale before I tell
you the rest, giving a name at the same
time to what you will have yourself.

Then the lundlady went on and told
me how she sat duwn and thought and
considered what she should do in the
matter when the vagabond returned with
the unfortunate girl he had made his wife,
while his first, with a young child, be-
sides another which was going to happen,

often striking against rocks gave rise ic
that pathetic song of * Ro?keﬂ in the
cradle of the deep.” '
A life on the ocean wave, and a home
ou the rolling deep,” as sung to melody:
by young men at evening parties, no
doubt tends to impress the ignorant and
uninformed mind that such a-caveer must
‘be brimful of joyousness and hilarity. I
think T have seen the reverse of this on
ocensions. I have seen men at the first

_ it was 88 fo which 1 fain breathe somu-|

1I:h§ wurs;;e of it t:l!::md k or the steamer of the muchines, when,

I have often won whether ships so!like as it is.done in a psntomine, up comes;
e !é',a stewardess. *“Get that lady a glase or

\sherry and water, with a bisemit,” and it
was got, DEvery order was by sigmals.
An officer on duty wonld blow ones
through a small whistle. This was one
kind of order. When he dblew twice it
'was another order. I quite longed to
hear a bit'of good wholesome swearing ;
and I thought I should have liked to soe
‘s hand knocked down with a belaying pin.
or & marling spike, in remembrance of the:

Then three days afterv.ards it all come | up stairs and commit some sort of suicide

| for his bill, which my husband made out, |y

was still living, Then at last, when
the two did come back,-she asked them
into her room, and having locked the
door, she faced the man with the portrait
and said, ** Who is that the likeness of P "
The fellow, Mr Snyder, turned as
white as a clean pillow case, but answered
: nothing. “T will tell you whoitis,” Isaid,
warming up hot. ** It is the portrait of
the woman who wrote this letter I have
{in my hand, and that woman is your wife,
and you know it, for a villian as you are.
And then he stammered out that his first

| wife and his child had both died. *‘That
| will do for you,” I said, “Now just go

been born.

- which set everybody laughing, whi

throw them overboard.

So far as “a life on the oeean wave’
if you have the pluck in yom, while I

So he went out, and then turned to | come fo an end.
' the young woman who had sunk on to
the sofs, with both hands covering her
face, “Now my dear what are you going
to do? This scoundrel has ruinef you

I have, I am wil

known a few men in the course

&t _so soon. reaching their

for ever, and he has a wife living.” The Hut apor enquiry and exaniination I have

only reply came with very, very bitter invariably found such men to be weak of
sobs, intellect, or else under terror of meeting
¢ What shall I—what can I do? His g bailiff or & detective on the: e
wife may be dead, but he never told me A ghip is a beauti i
he had been married.” —at a distance. h
The way that poor wretched creature with the white sails glistening in the sun
took on 1 don’t want to call to mind. ‘as she rises and falls with the undulatin
She ap[{)eared to be going raving mad; swell 'of the odean. You see her walking
but ended in a fit of hysterics, which the waters like a thing of life. You see
lasted more than an hour. When she re- her béauteous in her lines of proportion
covered, looking more like a corpse than gailing How aa.l@l?_ but yielding h‘ﬂ,‘ﬂl ;
a living woman, she went out of the {fo the bieeze with her hd iﬁg ails
room and walked quietly up stairs. Then |80 much of the poetry of beaut
after a time the fellow came and asked 'be ¥

hi to gaze upor
You see her stately

and which was paid. In a few minutes ypon the deck when you sce a greab deal
both left my house, and I have seen nor IQ?“dirt; your nose is nﬁ_eeted by various.
heard nothing of them from that hour to gtenches while your ears are assailed by

this. The vagabond, before going, asked the captain reprimanding the cabin boy
mﬁ for %he letters and the photograph, lfor not looking smart in bringing the
wihen

apply for them to the poliee, as I shotild s broken and shattered. The charm

hand the bag and what it contained over [been dispelled by an optical allusion. It {;nodesty and humility the most pro-

to them. He said nothing. He saw I fig T said, while communing with iy
meant earnest, and that I was not to be soul, it is tidistance lends enchant
talked over. So the two went their way |¢].e wiew.” —At this instant a sharp
as I have told. I did not go to the police, fbroke npon my ear—** You rousn’t g8
but I have the letters and photograph |abaft the mainmast: its against ther
by me, which Ishall give to the poor [fations.” * What's against the regula-
woman if ever she should come for them, |tjons?” T asked still'retaining my briar-
as proof against her husbhand. wood. ‘Smoking abaft the mainmast,”
But I don’t suppose she will come; Mr [gaid a voun genﬁemlm in & blue uniform
Snyder. Women are just as big fools as [and a {it of gold edging round his cap.
men are scoundrels.  Wouldn't you take [«That's hard lines,” I said. ‘“The funnel
is smoking abaft the mainmast and right
s e 5ver the, stern—why not me. f'Ees,
SNYDER HAS BEEN ON HIB that's correct : and if you were a jfunuel
TRAVELS. you could do the same ; but as you ain't
I ZAVE been solicited to write and pub-a fonnel you can't.” 1 _yielded fo
lith an sccouns of my travels from authority, apd went forward to near the
Gisborne to the €ity of the Apostles, bows of the wpssel, whero I fell in with
and the great centre of Joiut Stuckone of the sailors who was doing nothin
Bugus Companies, where and in in particular and taking his time over it.
which it hus appeared o me that the He was whistling. 1 got into conversa-
reat aim of man is to “do” histion; I asked him how wany beats the
ellow man, and live luxuriously. ‘ship carried, He said he couldn’t say
It was on & mellow Sunday morning I until he had asked the chief m?"afd_-g
piaced myself on board the life-hoat, then perbaps he conld, when he wonlid lef
which—so it is printed on a board—is me r:row. 1 asked what bo?ts, ‘the
allowed to carry 30 passengers ; but as it steward was in charge of. * \‘i\,’eﬂ,
did not say how many more than 30 he said as he walked forward, **they
might be carried the owners had taken @ bave charge  of the butter-boats.
liberal view of their privileges by stowing Then Iknew I had been chaffed, and folt
away 60. However, no one seemed cgmynelit-ohauncommonly small. T walked
care much about the arrangement, and to amidship where the cooks carried on
if any one had cared it would have|the business. I saw oneof them preparing
amounted to about the same thing.  Be- melted butter. I suppose the man knew
fore getting under steam there are fwo his work; but I ook nothing which hud
bars to be encountered —the bar at the melted butter with it that day st dinner.
ﬁ.mth o{h th? :li:a:;l and another Lar atl don't think I shsnTEvar lmkit“m
e mouth of thesaloon. In crossing the melted butter agein. a WAy ;
first bar we took a roiler on board, which done was this—hut why harrow the feel-
made many of us wet without, and by ings of my reader. The matter js too
way of compensation at the second bar painful to contemplate even in print. We
we got within. ~ reached the end our journey, having
The Wairarapa, as T heard on all sides, made the guickest passage on record. 1
was a magnificent boat. I shonld like to have noticed, I think, on previous ?"3'
describe her, but feel myself quite un- sions that a quick passage 15 Invanab;
equal to the responsibility. Asto size [ deseribed in the same terms. :

olce

which plough the ocean wave. eep your bearings, or mir
[ think will cimvey n very tair ide out to pu L

halg-h_n_ur' of a start upon the ocean wave good old times o ,
all joyousness and replete with the most wave;” but there was nothing of the
pleasurable sensations ; but at the end of kind. & proof that marine customs *“!(11
this when the water has become, so tolmanners have degeneral
speak, ** lumpy,” I have seon their joyons-|down at dinner, tha stewards ranged
ness depart, and n lock take its placa/themselves on cither side of the tables,
expressive of a wish that they had never their hands folded across each other, as|
have seen men at the verylif they were so many marines waiting for
commencement of ocean life tell the fun-lorders. A hand-bell !
niest stories and srfin the drollasgn_ arns|lo | in the bwinkling of an eye, eash cover
o hours was lifted w L
after 1 huve seen the same men who|cision, and arapidity wonderful to behold.
~would ‘have expressed feelings of un- And here I pause.
bounded gratitude if you had offered to &

goes Lhardly eversaw a man who when the *“ groaned,” becausa I know that is the
voysge had begun did not wish it hud expression always used by newsparer
i e i ling to reporters when describing a feed in puh-
‘admit, seon exceptions to this. I hivelic. I can’tsay Ieverdid hear a tfable
: g R : of my groan, and I don’t know anyone likely to
Jowrneyings saying how sorry they werelook me in the face who would tell me he

-’Wﬂﬁ. first line that struck me, and only found
over. But youpulla on_ﬁ:lﬁ‘.{i it was what I didn’t care for when placed
on mount the bulworks; you Wtafd|hefors me; hut how could I possibly:

told him he had better |dinner aft. Yonr sense of the hmuﬁﬂgg:j what T had craved for—snch is one of the

'_t"tp 1

should say she was twice as big asa good, Throughout the voyage I never heard
many steamers I have mr:s -'hu,_tll onlyio '9:‘?!?0_&&! ‘commaud, = Nothing sbout A
about half as big as some other shipsstarboard and arbourd, or hard "‘?"'ﬁ =

“life on the ocean

ted. Atthesetting

was struek. when

fted with an exactness. and a

The tables grosned with the luxurions
‘food which was crowded dish after dish
*upon them. T have used the word

‘had witnessed the eircumstance. I re-
member in my young and ecallow days,
‘how nervous and weak in mind I nsed to
feel when I was taken intoa pastrv eook’s

{and told to have what I liked. Whatever

it was I chose, I always raw sowmething

o/ direetly after which I ‘would have liked
1!'better, So when a smart, polite steward. |
{/in blue cloth and gilt buttons, gracefully

‘handed me the carts, and asked me what
T shonld like, in my desire to look off-4
handed and confident, as if T had beeiﬂ_#
nused to these sort of fine dinners every
day in my life, I put my finger on the |

make a confidant of stewards always in
silent but rapid motion. as if they had
been highly charged with some kind of
electric fluid. It was with sorrow I own
it, that of each meal I never got exactly

drawbacks to the possessor of innate

found. )

On landing T found every hotel crowded |
—nprincipally with land speculators and

Fk"%'tho nromaters of companies, One land-'

1aed, aftar running down what he called
his ** bed-book” said I counld havea room
if T had na abjeetion tn another gentleman.
being with me. T said T had every ~hjec-
tion. Eventually, I was accommodated
and had p room to myself. My experi-
ences of the City of the Apostles are as
yet unwritten. { 7

o

MY LETTS' DIARY.
January 1,—This is the first day of »
new wear, I shull lav dawn for mvself a
sot of zolden rales which notbing shall
indnce e to denwrt from. .
~Firsr: I will pay iny way—circam-
stanees: permitting. Cironstances not
permifting T shall take legal advice rs
rds the internretation of ¢ The Bank- |

8econD: Mean to esllect all moneys due.
{and owing me, and will accept no excuses
{for non-payiment, ;
|  Trigo: For the fature shall refusa tn
shoat or be shouted for. The habit is
exnensive, and leads to intoxication,
Fovertu: Will freely formive my
enemies, especially those fo whom I have
behaved badly, and who may have it in
Utheir power to doone aninjury.
| Firri: Will be civil to all men; and
' not lose my temrner ; but shall first * look
to every man to be civil to me, and nob|
lose kis temper, otherwise the resvlve dves |
ot hold good, !
SixTH : Always to he partionlarly care-
| ful of mvself asa duty due tosociety.
| REFLECTIONS ON THE ABOVE. )

m:fey Act; 1876.” B

rgonnh
| whi

Man! Whatishe? [Terefo-duy and
gone to-morrow—gone, perhaps,  with'
some one else’s wife, and without taking
a farewell of his creditors. How f
too, are man’s promises,

other




