
I 
your wife-you Ei.ow she's iiotyourwife. in Tasmania, and~was addressed to ?apaoiousness ?l ~ a rarapa. t1iUI mg a 
I know it, and you know I)rno>v it. .Now the name of the man who had got if she Rt any time hit aninst a rook it tant!lil brace~. 
if you don't leave this house and go home married from my house only two days would alt?gether d!•pend upon what sort' a whisper thron)!'h 11. tube of some sort of 
to your own wife, and your three children before. of a rock it '~as as to which would get anothnr. I see the oaptain br(lathc Pont.J-
I shall get a cab and go and fetch her Well, Mr Snyder, you ~ght have the worst of it ·the rock or the stP.amer. thing into one of the nml'hinet0, when,. 
here and in~roduce her to the lady in the knocked me down with a feather; and I I have o!t~n won~cred whether ships so like M it Uidone in a. p9.ntomim•, up comos 
parlour." Well, you never see a man so don't mind as you are so good as to ask often str1kmg age.met rocks gave rise to a stewardess. "Get that lady a !l'las~ or 
taken aback in your life. me if I do have a glass of ale before I tell that pathetic son!t of "Rocked in the· gherry and water, with a biscuit," and it 

"Now," I said," off you go-leave the you the rest, giving a name at the same cr~dle '?f the deep." 
1 
was got. EvE.>ry order was by signals. 

the house this instant. You don't entor time to what you will have yourself. 'A hfe on the ocAan wavo, and a home An officer on duty would blow once 
that room again, or if you do I am away 'l'hen the landlady went on and told on the rolling deep," as s~ng to m~lo<iy· through a small whistle. This wa.:i 01~e 
to bring your wife up and expose you me how she sat d.1wn and thought and by young mei~ at evemng parties, 110 kind of order. When he ~Jew twice it 
both." considered what she should do in the do1;1bt tends to impress the ignorant and was another order. I qmte longed to 

And the fellow sneaked out of the matter when the vagabond returned with nmnf?rmed m~nd that such a career must hear a bit 'of good wholesome swllaring"; 
house ~aying never a word. So I waited the unfortunate girl he had made his wife, be. bnmfol of Joycmsness and hilarity. I and I thought I 11hould have liken to soe 
patiently in the bar for more than half while his first, with a young child, be- thrnk. I h1we seen the reverse of this on a hiind knocked down with a belaying pin 
an hour, when the lady comes out and sides another which was going to happen, occas10ns. I have seen men at the first or a marling spike, in remembrance of the­
asked whe1'e the gentleman, her husband, was still living. Then at last, when hal~-hour of a start up1>n the ocean wave good old times of ''life on the ooE"an 
had gone. the two did come back, she asked them all JO'yonsness an 'i replete with the most wave;" but there was nothing of the 

"I said, " Ma'am, that man is neither into her room, and having locked the P~~asurable sensations ; but at the enrl of kind, a proof that marine customs and 
a gentleman nor is he your husband. I door, she faced the man with the portrait tins when th"l water has becomr-, 80 to manners have degenerated. Atthesett!ng­
don't want to know any more than I and said, "Who is that the likeness of?" speak. ''lumpy," I have Reen their i<>Y•lUS- down at dinner, the stewards ranged 
do know. If it will keep you from harm The fellow, Mr Snyder, turned as ness d~part, an~ a look take its place themselves on rither side of the tables, 
and sin you can stop here to-night, and 

1 

white as a clean pillow case, but answered expressive o( a wish that thev had never tlrnir hands folded across each other. as 
go to wherever you live in ~he morning." not~g. "I will tell you who it is," I said, been born. I have seen n,ien-at the very if th1.y were so many marines WR.iting- for. 
But she went away very quietly. warmmg up hot. "It is the portrait of cc_immenc~ml'11t of ocean life tell the fun- jorders. A hand-bell WR.S struck, \\·hen J 

It was then I recollected that the the woman who wrote this letter I have me~t stories and sr..in the, drollest yarns lo? in the twinkling of an eye, ea'Jh cover i 
whiskey hot an~ the sherry and water j in my hand, and that woman is your wife, wbwh set everybody laughmg, wh~n hours WR.II lifted with an exactness. 11.wl a pre- I 
had ~ot been paid for. I don't think it and. you know it, for a villian as you are. after I have SP.en the same ruen who lcision, and a rapidity wonderful to behold. · 
was mtended I should have been done And then he stammered out that his first would have _expl'~ssed feelings of un- And here I pause. . I 
out of it; but still in a manner I was wife and his child had both died. ''That bounded gratitude 1f you had offered to The tables groaned with the luxunons 
done. . will do for you,'' I said, "Now just go throw them overboard. food whioh was crowded dish after dish 

Then three days aften. ards it all come up stairs and commit some sort of suicide 80 far as "a life on the ocean wavA" upon them. I have used the word 
out. T~e man had forsaken his wife aud if you have the pluck in you, while I goeslhardlyevcrsaw:aman whowlirn the" groaned," because I know that is the 
three children, and had goue away with ti.lk to this girl you have deceived." voyage had beg-un d1d not wish it h11.d expresiiion always used by newspaT er 
the lady who, although not a mother So he went out, and then turned to com~ to an end. I. have, I aru willi11~ to reporters when describing a feed in puh­
was t he \vii e of an J:tonest man. ' the young woman who had sunk on to admit, seen exceptions to this. I hwe lie. I can't say I ever diCI hear a table 

~es, Mr Snyder, it was very sorrowful, the sofa, with both hands covering her ~nown ~ iew m~n in the course of my groan, and I don't know anyone likely to 
and very sad, but, as my husband said face, "Now my dear what are you going JOurnE'ymgs saym" how s~rry they were look me in the face who would tell me he 
the whiskey hot and the sherry and to do? This scoundrel. ha~ :ui~~d you at so soon reachmg_the1r destinatJ~ha.d witnessed the circumstance. I re­
water ought, under any circumstances, to for ever, and he has .a wife hvmg. _The But upon enquiry and examination I have member in my young- and callow days, 
have been paid for. only reply came with very, very bitter invariably found such men to be weak of how nervous and weak in mind I used to 

Men are great vagabonds, Mr Snriler. sobs. intellect, or else under terror of meeting feel when I was taken iuto a pastrv cook's 
Some men you know-not all I hope "What shall I-what can I do? His a bailiff or ii. detective on tho wharf, · and to1d to have what I liked. Whatever 
althou"'h I have not been able to se~ wife may be dead, but he never told me A ship is a beautiful sight to fl&Ze upon it was I chose, I always raw something-
very m

0
any good ones. Of course, being he had been married." -at a distance. You see her stately h directly after which I woulrl have liked 

married it's not my place to be looking The way that poor wretched crea~ure witli the white sails glistening in the sun bettor. So when a smart, polite steward. 
after good nor bad men; but it's in took on I don't want. to call. to mmd. as she rise3 and falls with the undulating in blue cloth and gilt buttons, gracefully 
our business to see things come up that She appear?d to be gomg ravmg mad; swell of 'the ocean·. You see her walking handed me the cart§, and asked m~ what 
ought never to come up. but ended m a fit of hysterics, which the waters like a thin~ of life. You seo I should like, in my desire to look off- 1 

Some time a"'o about three months lasted more than an hour. When she re- her beauteous in her lines of proportion~ han-ied and confident, as if I had been• 
since, a respectabl~ dressed young fellow, cov?r~d, looking more like a corpse than a.ailing !\>w caliely but yi.J3ldir,i.1' ki,ti~Jy uRed t.o these sort of fine dinners every 
with a decent woman leaning on his arm, a livmg woman, s~e went o~t of the to the f~eeze with her bos~nmg S'l.lls. , dav in my life. I pnt my finger on the 
came to the house, and the man asked room and. walked quietly up stairs. Then So much. of the poetry of beauty ,ca.i;inot i first line that Rtruck me, and only fnund 
whether I could provide them with aff:er. a ¥me t~e fellow came and asked be passed over. 1}1;1t you pull alon~dq; it was what I didn't oare for when pl~ced 
separate rooms. They had come down for his ?ill1 which.my husband mad:e out, yon mount the l'iulworks; you ~taftd before me; but how could I po~sib~v 
from from the country, and were going and which was paid. In a few mmutes upon the deck when you see a great ~()al make a confidant of steward~ alway~ m 
to get married in three days. So I said both left ~y housei and I have seen nor of dirt; your nose is affected by .various silent but rapid motion. as if th~y had 
I could accornodate them, and I did so. he~rd nothmg of them from th~t hour to stenches whilt: your ears are ass11.1~ed by been highly charged with some kmd of 
On the night before the marria"'e the this. The vagabond1 b,efore gomg, asked tho cantain reprimanding the cabm bo electric fluid. It was with sorrO\V I own 
girl comes to me, and asks whether I me for the letters _and the photograph, for not looking smart in bringing tne it, th>tt of each meal I never .got exactly 
would be present at her wedding, as she when I told him ~e had better dinn<'r aft. Yonr sense of tho beauteous what I had craved for-such 1s one.of the· 
had no female acquaintance in Auckland. t apply for them to the p~lice, as. I should is broken and shattered.. The ch!"rm has] drawbacks to the possesqor ot innate · 
Well, she was a sweet, pleasant, trusting hand the bag and. what i~ contained over been dispelled by an ophca~ allusi?n· It modP.sty and humility the most pro­
sort of a girl-she had been doing dairy to them. He said nothing. He saw I is, I said, while communing ~~my found. 
w.:irk on a farm, she told me-and I said meant earnest, and that I was no~ to be 60~ it is "distance lends enchant 1t .. to 0'1 laniing I f..:nnd everv hotAl crowderl 
I would go to church with her if she dld talked over. So the two went their vyay tle'fliew."-At this instant a sha Orne J-nrinl!ipally with land speculators nnd 
not wish me to go grand. And Ehe said as I have told. I did not go to the pohce, broke upon my ear-" You ~nusu't oke thr ryromoters of compani'l~. One land-
no, she wished me to go quite plain, uo- but I have .the letters _and photograph abaft the mainmast; its agamst the regn- .1lnr-i. aft"r rnnning clown "'hat he called , I thing more .i out sne would, she said, I by me,. which I shall give to the poor lations." "What'.s .agai?~.t .the reg1;1la-1hi• "berl boo~" ~aid I couM have a ro. oru 

1 
very much like me to go. woman if ev~r she should come for them, tions ?" I asked still retammg m! bnar- if I hll.d no> ahJection t'l another 11:entleman 

. Well, they got married at the Scotch{ as p1oof aga;nst her husband: wood. "Smoking abaft. the mam~ast," b11ing with me. I said I h1d every 'lhjec-
Church, and I cooked them a nice bit of But I don t suppose _she will.come, Mr said a young gentleman ma blue ~mform tio11. Eventually, I was accflmmodated 
dinner in a room to themselves, and my Snyder. Women are JUSt as big fools as and a bit of gold '3dpng round his cap. and had a room to myself. Mv experi­
husband and I joined them. The couple ~en are scound;els. Wouldn't you take "That's hard lines,'' I Raid. "The fu?nel enclls oF the City of the Apostles are as 
had, so I understood from them, agreedj little of something at my expense? is smoking abaft the mainmast and nght yet unwritten. j 
when they got married to go back to their _ _ _ ver thll stem-why not me. "Yes, • 

I old service. I~ was the second morning SNYDER H_AS BEEN O~ HIS that's correct: aud if you were e.j~un.n~l MY LETTS' DIARY. 
after the wedding, and when the two had rRA VELS. you could do the same: ; but as .you .am t 
gone out, as they said, for the purpose of I. HAVE been solicited to write and pub- a funnel ~u can't." I yielded to Janw1.ry 1.-Thi'I is the fir.~t dllv of & 

shopping, my servant girl came to Ille, llllh an accounr of my travelll from authority, a d went forward to ~ear ~.e new yPar. I shall lttv d'l•vn for mvRelf H. 

and holding out a leather bag, said she Gisbome to the City of the ApostlfR bows of the ssel, where I f~ll m w.ith. se.t of ~olden mle<i whieb nothing shall 
had founc' it under the mattress in the and the great ceatre of Joi1Jt St,,ck one of the sai ors wbo was. do~g noth11:1g ind11ce me to <foo,.,rt from. 
married couple's room, but she did not Bugus Companies, where und in in particular and taking h1.s time over it. FIRST : I will pay mv wav--circurn­
know who it belonged to. .As I was which it has appeared to me that the He was whistling. I got mto convet·sa- -stanc0 s permittin!I'. Ci1·rm1n<itances not 
quite as much in the dark myself, I un- great aim of man is to "do" his tion; I ft.Sked him how 1nany bee.ts the permittin~ T !'ihall t:i.ko le!!''\l 1vivinl' ll~ 
tied the string and let the contents fall fellow :nan, and Jive luxuriously. ship carried. He said he couldn't say regRrd'I the intP.r.,retation of" Tho Ilanlc-
on the table. It was on a mellow Smiday mornin"' I until be had asked tho chief steward; ruptcv Act, l 'li6." 

There were several letters, and the piaced myself on board tke life-b~at thrn perhaps he could, when he wou154 let SEC'l!'ID: M"e.n tfl collect. all moMye dne 
photograph of a young woman holding which-so it is printed on a board-i~ me know. I asked what boats the •nd owing me, a.nd will accept no flxcuses • 
an infant on her lap. Then I was as a' lowed to carry 30 passen"'ers · but as it steward was in charge of. "Well," for non-pavmcnt. 
much puzzled as before. So I opened did not say hCYW many ~or~ than 30 he said as he walked forward, " they TRIRD: For the future sh·.\ll rrfn~e tr1 
one of tha letters to see whether I could ~ii.tht be carried the owners had taken a have charire of the butter-boats, shout or be Rhonted for. ThP. habit is 
learn anyth'ng as to whom the bags and liberal view of their privileges by stowing' Then I kne;, I had been chaffed, and felt exnE"n«ive. and ltJitds to into.,.icatifln. 
its contents belonged. And there I read away 60. However, no onP. seemed to myself to be uncommonly small. I ~alked FOURTH: Will frnel v f•>rgi ve my 
that it was from a wife to her husband, ~are much about the arrangelllent, and to amidship where the cooks earned. on -enemiP.~. P.Spr>ciall\" tho~e tn whom I havll 
entreating him to send her some money if any one had cared it would have ltbe business. I saw one of them preparmg beh11.vod banlv. and who mav have it in I 
f,or the .support of hersel! and their child. amounte~ to about the same thing. Be- melted butter. I suppose ~he ma!" kne'..v thPir power to d l 111n 1tT\ inj •1ry. . 
She said she was not m real want, but fore gettmg under steam there are two his work; but I took nothmg wh1cJ;t had FIFTIT: Will be civil to Rll men, !i.n<l ' 
that she had been compelled to obtain bars to be encountered-the bar at the melted butter with it that day at ilmner. not lose my tPmrier i but shrt.11 first lofli. I 
credit from tradesmen, promising to pay mouth of the river, and another uar at I don't think I shall ever look_ upon to eYery ma.n to be civil to me, 111d not 
them as soon as she received a remittance the mouth of the saloon. In crossing the melted butter again. Thfl way it was lose his t"mp<·r, otherwise the resolve duea 
from her husband, who was in New first bar we took a roller on board which done was this-hut whv harrow the feel- not hole good. 
Zealand. made many of us. wet without, ~nd by inga of my reader. The ~atte7 is too S1xTrr: AlwayR to hP particnlarlv care-

The letter was very affectionately way nf compensation at the second bar painful t,o contemplate evPn m pnnt. 'y'Ye ful of mvs!'lf H.~ a d!lty duf' tn Rrwil'ty. 
written, and went on to say in many we got within. reached the end our journey, havmir IlE1''L"ECTJnNS ON TIIE AlloYF.. 
kind words how she hoped her dear hus- Tho Wairarapa, as I heard on all sides made the quickest passi.ge on record. I Man I Wh:i.t is he? Here to-d11y and 

~
band would return to be with her before was a mag'tlitieent boat. I should likti t~ have noticed, I think, on previous occo. gone to-morrow-gonP, pm·hap•, with 
her next great trial of trouble came upon deBcribe her, but feel myself quite un- eions that a quick pas~age is invariably 10111e one els .. 'R :Wife, a~d wit.hoi1t taki~ll 
her. It would certainly be in less than equal to the responsibility. As to 11ize I dernribe<l in t.he same term!\. " farewell of ~is cred!tors. ~ow frnil. 
three months, and she wished, because he should say she was twice as big as a good Throughout the '\'ovage I never hea.rd too, are man.~ P,1'01111~,es . . S:ud youug 
wished it that it might be a dear little many steamt:rs I have seen but only one word of comma.nd. Nothing about At1i!,l!ltll!I to ht~ tailor. I hltP to pay as 
son. ' about half as big as some ~ther shipaatarboard and larboard, or hard a-port, j I ~o," but he" goPd" and did nRt pav. 

The letter waa da,ted from Hobart_ which plough the oc.lan wave. Tlliil I or keep your bearings, or mind your luff, Bow marcy-: An~ustuires are there who 
think will oonvey a VE'rv fair idea nt tlie o 11ingin out to put the bel-nm hal'!l w.pnlatc 'th1s sp:_::lt~l':.;_re..___._! _______ __.. 
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