
'F Give my your n , my said may manage, one way or o you's got on, and is fit almost for the 
"lean forward and listen to the words of here during the e;re:i.tcr portion of 1883, steps and bannisters on both sides. angels to carry away to cut into rain-
the. sage, whose whiskers are silvering in which case I intend learning the __ __ _ bows ; bu.t !f you would only g~t hold of 
rapidly, and upon whos~ fotl?er curly F~f'nch language, as an el!"gaut accom- My >Y _\.SHER W 0 MAN. ij a good ~pmt-rapI?er, and ask .him to ~ve 
looks the hoar-frost of age is settmg thick. phshment." Why, Socrates or Plato I . 1

1 
you half-a-crowns worth of mformat10n 

Know, then, tbt:re is a secret ombedded in could have learned a lesson upon th:- de- SHE 1s •1gcd. but h'.1-s profited much by . as to w:hat ~he lady has got under that 
most men's hearts and the secret divulge lights of ~ontentment from my friend, long yeH.rs of cxpenence and close obser- dress, it might, in the course of time, 
tells of a terrible dread of Chtistmas time. had he lived in their days or they in his. vation of hum>1n nature. I am, as I verily alter the tone of your feelings towards 

I 
Understan?, that men in fighting the Just imagine, 0, :re worldlings, ye cravers believe, the o~ly man she admits into her , her. ~er dr~ss is beautiful for a cheap 
battle of hfe too often get behind with after the fat thmgs of the earth, ye confidence. Hhe respeets me, she says, material, so is her bat, and her boots 
their butcher or baker, their grocer or their worshippers of l\Iaoo~11on an<l unrighteous- because I .am p1r:10~ual in my p11yments. : ain't ~ad, but if the spirit-rapper would 
draper, to say nothing of the firewood ness, the supreme fact o.f a fellowman She <;>ecas10nally hmt8 that I wa~ not as only mform you about the quality and 

L dealer and the landlord. Everybody is to being only a bottle of pickles short of candtd as I should have been on the sub- whiteness of her stays, and the real value 
be squared up at Christmas. I say to my complete and unmitigated , happinC'ss ! ject of battons, which she.,1 in a weak , of her u11der 'parel, you would come to 
butcher 'It will be all right with you Mr In looking bR.ck upon tht: events of the mom,mt hii. C•)nsented to a~rend to wit:h- I find out that all she has got wouldn't 
Cutlets' by the end of December· and to last year in personal connection with mv out any aJditional charge. She hal no reach a quarter of the value of the two 
my bak~r, 'Don't be impatient, Mr Alum self, there are cnrn or two matt.ers whieh / ide'l. that auy man could h <n·e· such a locks of artificial hair she bas fastened-on 

I 
wait till the year turns and then bring m~ I regi <'t having done, and forwhichihope. down up·>n btittons as I had. She told to the back of her head.' Look here, Mr 
a stamp receipt in full.' I have told aU to be forgiven. I acknoweldge on one me that the last bundle of clothfls I had Snyder, I often hear people say how do 

. my tradesmen the same thing in effect. occasion to have committed a meA.n and sent to her for the wa~h, she th•Jught ll.S these young ladies manage to get so much 
i But, my precious rosebud, I know that I contempti'ile action. Sornf' months ago, she opened them that it .was at a ill 'Jlllent fiuery. Those as ask tbE. question don't 
have only been tellin.,. so many fibs to in virtuP. of my conn_ection with the Press when a sharp fall of hrnl had suddenly know like the likes of ma. It's a painted 
stave off a difficulty. 

0
Don't I know that I received 1t ticket to attend a public ban- struck upon the roof of the house, sepelkuc outside they are, and a dreadful 

I 11han't be able to pay what I owe at quet. Under the rascally pretence of whereas it was only the enormous· i lot of makeshifts uuderneath. Their 
Christmas .any more than I was able wanting. to Sc>() how the tables were laid, quantity of buttons .which had . boc •m3 mothers . and fathers starve theirselves 
to pay laRt Michaelmas or on Guy ont before tho hA.nquet comme~1cerl, I detache~ from my shirts and wa1stco1ts, upon boiled necks of mutton and no 
Fawkes' Day, or dt1ring the preval- &hifted the decanter of s~erry which had and fell m showers upon the floor. H?w- I capers to keep them going in outside 
ence of the equinoctial a-ales? Christmas /been placed .for the chairman, and sub- ever, she always followed up her ObJur- finery. Men have 1rnt hearts for the most 

1 to me, my love, ·and to ~ousands of men. stituted for it one which had beet~ intended gatc;iry remarks by referring back to the I part of them, ~)Ut, bless you, the small
a time o:f iiuch ~anxiety as- only really for the reporters. ~ a•? not gomg .to be subJect of r.egt1lar payments made by me. t ne~s of womei: s he~rts is redooced to the 

good sound beer in liberal quantities and such a s~eak as to. rns1st that 8; fair ex;- ~he. laRt,,t1Ule she brought. ~ome .my 1 very lowest pitch, 1£ you ouly new it as I 
the twist which cometh from Virginia will clrnn!?e 1s no robbery. It ;vasn t a fair things, I, as a ~atter of CLv1l enqmry, . do. Yo~ see, Mr Sny~er, I don't alto
assuage. Everything bas got to be done f'xcba1we at all._ The sherry I coll<\rP.d ~sked her how bu_smess w'.1-s, .when she ~ether. live by washmg and mending. 
at ChristmaR. There's a new gown for was real Amon!1llado, dry and of a full ~nforilled me that it was quite unposs1ble 8on;etimes I goes out to deaths and 
mother, new frocks for the girls, knicker- nntty flav~r: without the smA.llest head- it ?ould be w~rse. Pa.per had been. the , bunals; and when oi:ie of these happetis 
bookers for the boys and the Lord knows ache or ac1dtt.y of the stoma.ch whatever rum of her trade, a.nd had causei a blight 

1
. to a man, the first thmg as always enters 

what all besides. If tnese are 'hallowed in it. wliile whA.t I gave for the chairman to fall upon the home of many a washer~ the mind of his widow, is what sort of 
associations,' my young lady, then I have '!Vou1~ hn.vP. bP.e~ de(l.r at a_ pound~ doz~m. woman. Gentlemen now wore paper , mournin~ will best suit her figure and 
any amount for disposal upon the very \Vasn t th~t chil:1rman Rola that ~1ght.-:- collars, an~ p1tµer false fronts, and paper complexion, and how many plates thd 
easiest terms. A.nd about this' forgetting and the Amontillado. was grand. But it 

1 
cuffs. ~f,,n of the pre.sent hour, she weut coffin should have, and how the corpse 

and forgiving' business, which you gush wasn't the.square thtn!.\' to do, a1_ld I a.m on ~o s~v, had nothrng to w:ash so to can be.made ~o.look to the best advan-
• about, do you think, my forlorn one, that so~v for it now:- bec'>mse I thmk the sp~n.~. .:.hey bought s~cks at sixpence ,a tage, like as if it was a de~d Dook or a 

a man i~ so constituted that be quite loses C'ha1rm11;n w?'s ill all . the n.ext dA.y. ps.•r, wh1~h they wor~ till they wouldn t Lord. AHd of course she ones a good deal, 
his memory on Christmas-day? If I hate Sometbm¥' m connectioi:i with !h(l.t stand any more weA.rm<,;', and then th.oy A.nd fakes on dreadfully; butshenevercries 
a man on the 24th December, do you think banquet struck me .ns pecu l.1A.r at the tnne. were, thrown away for another six- half so much or takes on half so <fread-
I don't hate him quit~ as much on the There was a long- lme of dishes placed .on penn orth ~f the same ch?ap aud n_nJn- !ully_ as when people are A.bout her, and 

. 25th? Of course I do, and before the the banqne.timr-tables, each .of wh1cb durable a-rtLC~e. In her line of busmess ~pec~ll.J:1Y. when_ they A.re" grand" people. 
day's out and the Christmas sherry is C<Jn- confo.ined a pair of delicat.e c·h1ckens em- she called this the age of paper. B 1t if it is a wife as has died, the man is 
eluded in the bottle I feel that if mine bedded in delicious gelatine, which I was griev_:ed to hear that tha lines of quite different. He says to me •Do 
enemy was to stand' before me I should q1'1frel'en ancl t.rembled under the hi;illi.- / my old a~d. much respected lauu ress what you think is right and prop~r, my 
more than ever like to punch his nose. nncy of the lig-hts, most lovely to behold; h l.d fallen m such unpleasant pla.ces. I , g·ood woman. Have everything decent.• 

"Fond one," I concluded, "there's a bu.t I n.oticed that no~ nn'l_ of th~ attemt'terl to console her, by drawmg her And he goes about rather bewildered 
good deal of humbug talked about Christ- ch:~ke:is roaste~ to a dchcate tir~wn, b11d attentton to the fact tha! t~e customers l~ke, and smokes~ good <le:il; but. I be
mas-day. Fare thee well, and when he 'tbmr livers •. as 1s us~11l.1, turked mto foe ?f her own aex at least di ln t. w.ea.r clo~h- ~Leve ~bA.t man thmks more about his ~fe 
who adores thee to madness and anguish folds of their left wmgs. The next clay mg composed of p:i.p~r mA.tenal, to wh1~h in a kmdly-bearted way than the wife 
asks you to have him, you have him, and at noon, I happenf'd to enter the house she made ans\ver wtth. th~ee. e1~p':t.thtc would bav.~ thought about . him, for she 
the time will come when the words of the of the caterer of thP.t banquet and J saw nods of her head, a~d said, D1dn t they. was always .awfn!-ly mean m tho matter 
sage will beat responsive to the debtor him _Rittinz d;iwn t" a. ~ate b:;rR~hst .. It If I thouJ;ht. they ~1dn't, that wa:s all I o~ the. washmg bill, and mA.d? him wear 
and creditor side of your housekeeping consisted r.be1fly of chtckens l~ver, wn- knew abo_ut it •. which "'.as somethmg les~ h~ slurts longer than she did her own 
book " mered in cream and served with brf'ad than premous little. If you only knowed thmgs. But, heaven save us both and 

• 11auce. Then it struck me thd what I I as much as I know, Mr Snyder, in these you in particular, Mr Snyder, and it's 
A RETROSPECT. ob8erverl at the preyious night's banquet matters, you wouldn't talk like that. thanking you I'll be for that three-and-

. was nothin!? at all pect\liar. . 'iVhat the men do send you to be washed ninepence for a fortnight's washini; due 
I WRITE this on the last. Saturday of t!1e I have nothing- else in .pri.rticular to re- th?Y generally pays for, and th~y don't owin~, as m_Y: old mun used to s~y. ~hen 

l old year, A.nd I am ta.km~ stock of tne gret having donP or havmg- left undone gnnd you down to the last fartbmg; but he was a biulrff as served summonses and 
\ls.st t?ree hundred and sixty-four days. for the year 1882. I think, taking it here's a young lady comes on a Thµrsday hoping 1h:it if you ever do such a thing 

Looking back on the past, I feel that. I altogether that tho world we live in is a morning and says to you, 'Mrs Lathers, in your. ii_fe as.holy wedlock you will see 
hi.ve much to be thankful for. Prov:- vpry irood worlcl indeefl, and the pe'lple I w:ant you to call down for my dress, your wife don t want twenty-two yards 
denc? bas awarded t.:i me the great a long way off from being; so ban as some wbrnh must be ready for Sund~y ;' and of of bo?k m'1slin, with nine fl.ounces and 

0 
bles~mg. of pove;ty, and only those w~o l)toplc would try to make out. We coune I call down, beca~e, Ive got. to pannwr~, star.;hed and ironed, and carried 

t hb,ve £I~JOYP~ this estate can speak of. its fau11:h and ;rejoice a g-reat deal more than keep my old man, who amt kept bi!ll-
1 

home for one-1tnd-threrp.mce, and call 
_ nuiny mestimable a.dvantages._ Bemg we sorrow. Most of us won Ii s~o~1er do self for the l~st t:n years; and there's I day after to-morrow for the money." 

poor, no one ever th:mks of askmg me to a. good turn to ca~h other than a. the ~ress, w:1tb nme flounces and two Tbe3e w:ere the last words my washC'r
accept or endors? a bill, or to lend i:ioney, bac;i one. -i\.nd there are a great many panm~rs,. wh10h has got more than half woman ~aid to me as she put my wA~bing 
or to ?ecome bail, or to ~o s:cunty .for more good people thri.n there are bad. a day m it to wash as ca;efully a.s tlventy-1 account m the palm of my hand, and gave' 
anyt'!ung. I have no trouble m keepmg I have fonnd it so in the course of a some- two yards of book muslm rPqllll'es, then a second caution on the matter of uut
myseli down to sixteen stun ten, there what chequered c.:.reer, and so I believe \ it's to· dry, then it's to sta.rch, and then I tons. 
Qr thereabouts. I am not obliged tohave most others. We remember a it's to iron. And when I say to the 
""8-r purp:e ai:d fin~ lii:iei:, consequently, plea~ure longer than we do a regret, and young lady, 'I can't bring this bA.ck .on HINTS TO MUNICIPAL CORPORA
whet~er VI alkmg 01. ~1ttmg, I have no forg-ive a wrong sooner than we for1?et a. Sa.turriaY: afternoon unde; one-and-six- I 
unea.siaess about spoiling my cloths. In kindnes~-tbat is if we A.re composed of pence, mtss, because theres such a lot of TIO XS. 
worldly circumstance3 I am about three the material which goes to make up the doing up in it,' she goes on in a manner I no:s'T like the ways of Borough Council" 
an:i fourpance better than I was last year, kinfl of men and women which a merciful as women only go on before one another lorsa li>it. Theyflurrythemselvestoomuch. 
be:sitles which I have a two gallon kegand heneficient pro.-idl'nce intended we and never before men, excepting their and 80 not deliberate with that calmness 
~!light bitter b€er in roy establishment Rhould be. I &hall, to tbP. en fl of mv dA.vs, husbands, which of course being the case essential to the responsibilities they have 
'ri!ich has not yet been tapped. All fPel deeply ~ratefnl to old Tompkins for is of ~o conse9-uence. She says that one- taken upon themselves. They A.re not 
these are great helps tqwards feelin,go Hie receipt he gave me of a new wav to ' and-sIXpence 1s outr~geous,. ~hat one-and- sufficiently serene or subdued in their 
comfortable. I hope by. my unaided cook rock oysters. "Procure th Pm fr<'•h. j three would be an imposition; but that operations. As a guide for Borough Coun
efforts to learn to become as Gontent as a SnydPr," b" RAid to me 01111 day. Pick as it must be ready for Sunday she will cillqrs, I propose to set before them the 

• friend of mine who I visited a few .dn.ys but the middlin2:-sizer1 ones. Clean out give me one-and-thr~epence. And, of principles upon which a Corporation of 
back in the debtors' sicle of Mount Eden a frving pan, into which melt a lump of coursei ~have to take it, and there I am which I was a bumble, and I trust a not 
Gaol. He had been there two months, !fresh butter. Drop in your ov!>ters A.nd a worKI.nJ away at those flounces, and unworthy member conducted municipal 

e said, and unless sometLing extraordi- fry them to a light brown. Take them P:J:nniers, and the bo~y until it i~ so stiff I business. It was i~ Victoria, and in the 
11ary occurred, he was happy to say he out. Squeeze a lemon over them and with starch and ~at-irons that it would I year 1852 being just fifteen months after 
had vet got another two months to run. 11prinkle with cayenne pepper. Ea.t witb almost ~tand by itself." the outbr~ak of the goldfields. We used 

I My friend went on to say he bad never jthe crust of A. new roll sprearl wit}l. butter And it wa~ here my dear old lattndry I to meet at noon and by the time the 
passed such a happy two months b!"fore slig-htly pickled. and then tell me A.fter- woma.u suddenly dropped the pathetio town clerk had 'read the minutes and 
in his life. No one came to dun him or wards what your idea iq of the_ Reventh and burst out into a fit of laughter. She correspondence it would be somewhere 
ask him ~o pay money which be bad ~ot h~av~n." TA.lk 11bo1~t He~iogabA:lus and _apologis<Jd, but said she couldn't hel}J about one o'clock, when we adjourned to 
g'?t. His meA.ls w..ire bro:ught to him his d1s.h of peacocks brarns which cost it. the Mayor"ttrivate room and partook of 
with the greatest regulanty. He. had the prtce. o.f a Gr,eat Eastern, or .R.over's "Because, look here, Mr Snyder, when a lunch, in which cold chicken, claret, 
abumdance of Bleep, \VJ.th clean bedding; pate of mhn~A.les ton~es. for wn•ch he I A.m walking down the Strand on the and ham formed an element in 
a?d the: beauty ?f the thing consiste~ in chA.rged th? Mt1rquis o~ Waterford a Snnday af~rn~?u aon'.t I see that young the ingredients. The cost of this re
h1s havmg notbmg 1'.D P~Y· ~f a shgbt hundrefl gnmP.s, ~hy, nnthPr are to be lady galhvantmg with a swell, who fresbment was always charged to de
~egrPt passed. over bis mmd, like a.pass-1 compared .to the dish that cost me, upon looks to be as proud of her as if sbtt partmentn.l petty expenses. Thus, if 
mg shadow, it was that the gaol drntery a elose estimate, not more than fonrpencP was a blood relation of Queen Victoria after lunch we were going to discuss the 
didn't inclu<le pickles; but be thought half-penny. Of course I can't speak and the rest of the royal family, and be matter of private lanes the lunch would 
thiR trifling. d;~wback might b~ '.1-ssuage<l with anything like. a d<?ad ce;tain.ty, be- was ~hortly going to be rel~tcd to her by be. charged as expens~s incurred by the 

\
by memor1ahsmg the autbontie~. l\Iy CA.use I never <ltfl eat mghtm!!A.les' man1age. Don't I feel an mclination to Pnvate Lanes Committee; or of tender, 

1 
tend would ~,°t a,Uow me ~o divulge bis tonl!'Ues or pe1w0eks' bra.ins •. but I know go up to him and say, 'Sir, will you; the Public Tenders Com~ttee ; or of 

i . ·me. "For, said he. "1£ Y<?U do, the I fe~1 as g't:A.te'.ul to Tompkins for that ' allow me to speak to you confidentially: pump handles, the Committee of Pumps 
~{\ow who sent me. here will be for rece1pt as bt1 did to me when I referred for the matter of about three minutes and Snckers. We never allowed the word 
1~~-ting me out. I have got a few more him to a cheep but botle"t lawyer to and a half?' Then if he let me wouldn't "lunch" to bo entered in the books, 
rt:tlitors wh~ may_ ~~ov.e tendcr-he~rted car;v him through the in;olv~nt court. I qaY: to him, 'That's . a lovely and a which, h_ad the citizens seen, they might 

bv hem vnut1cbve, b;y; wh!ch I ~b1ch he tellsTQe he fin:da, is beautiful · · s that lady i! com o.n with have obJected to. So refreshments of 
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