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- "SNYDER'S" TROUBLES. · 

"Snyder," in the Coromandel " Mail" 
us humorously sets forth his first six 
onths' experiences as a newspaper pro• 

rietor. Although written in a facetious 
vein1 there is a deal of truth conveyed in 
" Snyder's " remarks :-

OURSELVES. 

We desire to avail urselves of the 
present opportunity to enter into con
fidential communication with our reacfer8. 
We have a great horror of secrecy : but 
at the same time what we have to com-
municate need not to go outside the 
colqnies. We should be sorry if what 
we are about to relate reached the ears of 
soms of our friends in Kamschatka or 
Cochin China or Siberia or in Greenland's 
icy regions, or in India's coral strand. 

OUR ~.OSITION. 

The Coromandel " ,Mail " under its 
present proprietorshiJ' has existed six 
months come to-morrow. Now we know 
it is quite us.ual for newspaper proprietors 
when they report of themselves at stated 

I periods to tell their readers how they 
have doubled their circulation, their ad
vertising supporters have ~argely in
creased ; how they intend to enlarge t4eir 
paper and do wonders. 

Wt} have nothing of that ki~ of thino 
td bM t 6r. Weiiavg a'1arg~ Jr.ee 
ation ; :Qut we Jiave a poor pawing ooe. 

1 n Coromandel proper ; and upon the 
· ls ; in ·the 1lats an'.l the valleys_ and iil 

back settlements only about one m every 
six has paid his sup~cription, . We ii.ave 
had dti.rin"' the first half of onr s1x montlts 
existence: fair share of advertising sup
port ; but hav.e rec~ived no ntoney for 
the use made of our col~mns. We have 
eked out an existence ul'!Dn 

· " CONTI(~" 

~ We are open to confess that we have 
( been allowed a fair share of tea and sugar 

and general groceries, of bred and but 
cher's meat in return for newspaper sub
scriptions ~dvertising and job printing, 
but we h~vereceived no money. We have 
paid no one an~ no.one has paid us excepting 
hi. the manner mdrnated, andlast Saturday 
aften1oon it came about that our hands 
positively refused to take for their joint 
weeks wages a ton of firewood, two hun· 
<)red MM tJf JYfJbtocs; el ye ~~ 
veoetable marrDws, and an order w~ 
co~ld have given them (>n a blacksmith 
for a set of horseshoes. We pointed out 
the ingratitude of their behaviour, but 
they were obdurate. They said they 
wanted money, and they did not. intend 
to leave the office until they got .1t. We 
said under those circumstances that per
haps it would be as well if they sent for 
their bedd.jng while we would go out and 
look up a litlle cheap furniture for them 
so that they would be able to make them
selves as comfortable 118 circumstances 
wonld permit. , ' The extent tP.at the 
" contra" business has been carried on, 
in this office is beyond ordinary belief. ' 

THE SYSTEM FERFECTED. 

To give only a few instances of the per
fection to whiQh the system of contras };las 
reached in Coromandel, the writer of this 
h~ had his Hair cut short, his qm;,es ope
rated on · he has taken tonic an sedative 
medi<;ine~ he has been serve\i".with rock 
oysters; he has had his 'YJl6hing done ; 
he has made ~harita.ble and benevolent 
•ifte 1 he has made marine excursions ; 
l.;;-,; fiwfld-~~ fin mixad pickles and 
boot bla1lking and b&ll- "il, all of which 
with many other-- tnings too numerous to 
mention 1las been written oli in contras. 

A MILCH GOAT. 

It was only a 1veek or two ba()k that a 
man came to our office and wanted us to 
advertise a milsih goat he had lost. We 
told him the cost for insertion would be 
half-a-crown. He said he had got no 

" half-crown to give, and didn't think it 
was likf;ll.y he should have so far as the 
appearance of things went, but if we 
didn't object he would send us a large 
bundle of sweet herbs in exchange : and 
there are the sweetherbs suspended to the 
ceiling of our kitchen, sufficient to 
flavour the stuffing of many thousands of 
joints of veal. We are at this moment 
open to exchange sweet herbs for some 
boys' boot laces. 

AN EXFLANATION. 

Of courae when we stated we had re
ceived no money we d9n't mean to say 

I absolutely no money; but only a very 

1 little~ money indeed, and then only pro-

qure a a gre~t ~nitla,y. .'.Forli'i$in~ aji. 
hotel-keeper will owe us a quarter's sub
scription for his newspaper. We call on 
him, and he says it is not convenient to 
pay then.' But we know if we are ever to 
collect the money be expects us to shout> 
and we shout to the extent of a shilling. 
~ week after we m~ke a second applica
tion, when he promises to pay for certain 
in a few days. This time we shout 
eighteenpenoe because there happens to 
be a man we never saw before standing at 
the bar counter. But we have got used 
to' this thing. The third time of callino 
we do get paid the seYtm and sixpence~ 

r but we found three ,of ·our, supporters in 
I the ha.ck parlour, where we were called to 

give a receipt, who with the landlord and 
ourselves led up a shout of half-a-cro"\fn. 

WE RECKON UP. 
, 

We walk back to our office and enter 
upon a prufit and loss calculation of the 
transaction, and find as follows :-Tha 
to collect three half-crowns we have out. 
layed in fluids five shillings and six
pence ; cost of the paper for one quarter 
on which the " Mail" is printed say ·one 
shilling; paying for a quarter's delivery 
say ninepsnce, and we have just three
pence left by way of balance for our
selves. In the languai;te of he who wrote 
" Night Thoughts." " If this were not 
so frequent would not this be strange. 
That it ia so frequent this is stranger 
still." 

OUR GRIEF. 

But threepence is better than nothing, 
and the latter figure of no1ight is the 

, exact price paid by many for the pleasure 
of reading the Coromandel "Mail." 
There are tradesmen in Coromandel who 
make it a rule to borrow the newspaper 
from their next duor neighbor. There 
are eight o:r te,n businesa people w:4o dQ 
not subscribs to the "Mail" but get 
possession of it by other means than that 
of subscril;>ing for it, and the surpassing 
audacity of this arrangemen.t is that the 
paper which is lent in ~ine cases out of 
ten has not been paid fur by the lender. 
We send a goodly number of p~pers to 
Tokatea ranges ; but although the papers 
go up regularly by horse delivery no 
money ever comes down. 'T'hen there 
are people who insist they shall get their 
papers without paying -that is they 
dem:i.nd they shall be pl;\ced on the free 
list. Why,-we really don't know and 
ean't say ; but it is so.-Coromandel 
' 5_Mail.~' 

o,1t1T the. dista~t-~st~-as formstitn~e~ o···· o~'glVlng t&'-ba1ra ""'": tlO'WTiiii;i:\ 
of a railway carriage nr the parlour was shown when he caused the ball to 
window or an hotel; as, being · short of pass round the grand-stand and after
sight, and never feeling certain where the wards gyrate with such wonderful prlllj.~ 

"ball migh~ strike, I always kept a very ( sion as to causf'. the middle stump of. t!ti' 
reserved distance from the scene of onera- ' batsman po fly mto the marker's tent anlf 
tions. , ,Still I did not thinlf sqcb a triflin~ smash a ~ozen bottles of beer, which wore 
drawback should prevent me feeling not. to h>tve been consumed until later 
quite justified in saying that I knew all in the afternoon. These and some other 

!.about.the noble glllme of cricket; that ' it b;Jtl.ing dis.Qrepaucies were afterwards 
was one of the fine old Saxon games corrected fur me by Mr Calfyn, who 
which my forefathers (who for genera- kindly undertook to nverhaul ·my report • 
tions had been city hosiers) had greatly before giving it in to the editor. Then, 
exMlled it. · when I did give it in, and when it was 

Then ~he editor · said, "Do you think, printed and came out the next tuorninoo, 
Mr Snyder, you could report the g-reat filling thirteen columns, how the pape~s ' 
cricket match con!ing of!' next week in did sell like wildfire, to be sure. The 
first-class style?" • English team candidly and with great 

I made answer, . and declared that if honesty confossed they had never seen a 
there was one thing that I was greater at report like it before-n~ver·. The Dun
tban another it was at reporting cricket edin team· said they didn't think it was 
111atches. - _possible that such a report could have 

His reply was, " Mr Snyder, I feel been produced ; aud it was a general re
proud at having a gentleman on my staff mark among the thousands of ~pectators 
who is so universally posted up with every what a.11 ad vantage the reporter of the 
subject, remote or near, recondite or leading journal had in being ,allowed in
ele~ated, that can be dealt with in the side t.he ring, which enabled him to see 
columns of a leading journal. I never what noue outside had had the slight.est 
heard you say thflre was anything you opportuuity of witnessing. The llccuracy 
coula not do, while others have asserted of my rei;ort was the general theme of 
tbev werii not cognisant of anything 7ou remark: Four thousand ex:tra copies 
could. ConRider yourself, however, as went that day, .and 8aturday afternoon 
tolrl off for the work." produced for me a cheque over and in 

When I left that editor's private san:c- excess of any amount I could have de
tum I felt somewhat nervous. I certainlv mantled by the strict letter of the law and I 
never had reported a cricket match, and in terms o1 mv agreement. 
an anxiety pervaded my soul as to whe- It was on th~ morning of the .. ast d.ay 
tber I Rbould be able to keep bP.yond of the con~lud1ng match of the noble 
striki•1g distance of tlie cricket ball, yet gam13 of cricket between the All-England 
still be n ear enough to watch it.s progress Eleven and the Dunedinites that 1 was 
in mid-air, or as it bounded with playful standing near the . wickets, for the game 
violence over the green sward. had not been commenced. Then ,an idea 

CONTRIBUTIONS 
"i::;NYDER." 

ThP. eventfn1 dav came, and found me seized and fastened on my mind. Tinley, 
preparfld for it. 'I'hre~ davs before the the great slow bowler, hall in band was 
event I had writtiin in advance a mnst near to where I was standing;. I w~lked 
exciting accnunt of the opening match. up to him and said, "Mr Tinley, will yo11 
I h>td dA~<wihP.rl the noble and manly do me a favonr ~" an<i TinleY" said. "Mr 
bearing; nf the "Engliqh team. I COillpared Snyder, after what yo11 have written of us 
one to a R,viftlv bnun'limr ante lone com- I will do you a bundre<i."• "Th~n," I said' 
bine'l with the gazelle-like sw<Jetness of "lend me a bat, an<i bowl m'l a slow~ 
a ·soft bl1111 eve. I spoke of Stephimson bowled ball that I may have it in mv 
h'!ving the wi;ig'ld s,vifti;ess of the eagle, po_wer to band down ~s an heirloom to. my 
with the qinck hr-~eemg; eve of the children anrl rny children's children the 
hawk. I snoke of Tinley as graceful in fact that their great anuestor was once 
his everv mo~ement. I drew a comuari- bowie<'! to b. th·e gre~test slow-twist and 
son between him anO. the A0hilles of artfulle.st bowler the history of the ·wor1d 
Ho'l!er. I described Caffyn's balls aq being- ever pla-ce<l on record." ' Tinley said •he 
directed" dead on the wicket" with the would. " .Now," I said, "never minr.l 
force and pr:ecision a.s of having been aimin~ at the ~-icl!:et ; aim, I entreat you 
discharged from a ten-horRe catannlt. at my bat," and T~nley again sai<l he would. 
The "· icket-keP.per, I remarked. had a Then I took my stand> I struck an ati

B y grasn of iron, anri a sprin~ resemblin~ in tude. The ball came gently on in a direct 
its lightning: rapiditv the ~ovements of line with my bat. Swingiiig it high over 
the order felidre. I harl praised the whn1e my shoulder the bat decended, and the 
t.Pam individuallv an<l all rounrl.. In fact. ball disappeared over the grand-stanrl on ' 
I ha.d used up the b1>a11tiPq of natnra.1 bis- to the main road nearly a quarter of a · 

[ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.] 

THE NOBLE GAME OF CR1CKET.~A torv in brin!!:\ng out all thP.ir nerfA.ct.ions. mile distant where it was picked np and 
I <lid as much for tlie DunPdin eight!>en. brought back by a cabman. Sh'Lll I ever 

GRAND REMINISCENCE. I left the animal world for cornnarison~. forget the applause of the m11ltit11rl13 which /, 
TitE cricket season has taken the place and went d_eep into botanv. I desnr~bA<l deafened my ears ? Shall I ever for~et 1 
of that which was devoted to football, one as havmQ: the toughness cnmbm<"l the shaking- of hands and the entreaties to 
and I ha"lte been pestered to state my with the elasticity of _the m~nnt.ain a~h. take a drink? No, while my memory, &c., 
views on the noble game. As one who Another as the sanlmg- wh1c? bent to &c., holds its seat I never shall. Two 
abo"lte all things over anything else de- every movement of exte_rnal mfl_nenoes. days after this tvent I r.eceived four depu
sires to live in s~rict privacy, I aon't like but- R.lways recovered ifae1f with the tat\_ons from as many (.ricket cluhs, askin~ 
coming into the arena of public liie, or !'wiftness of the b?w of t~e a.robe~-. me to join . then. One offered me the 
doing that which will make me immortal. Three or fo~r I descnbeO. a-~ bemg m.aimi- presidencv. another tlie captainsbip of the 
I may mention that I am always to be ficent speeimens of colomal cornstalks. team another offered to back.me at sin,,.le 
found at home between two o'clock in Another, bronze of cnmplexinn, I cnm- wick~t against the best three of the 
the morning and daylight. After that pared to the bark of thA sweet-smelling English t eam for anv sum I liked tri incur 
there's an inscrutability as to my where- wat~le. w'bile at the same time he P?S- on my own resprin~ibility ; bnt I held out 
abouts. Perhaps I ha"<'e my reasons for sessed a~l the toug-hness of the nat~ve againRt all temptations; ani. like a Spar
this. Perhaps bftililfs have not yet ?e- eucalypti, unde:r: th~ fraf!Tan~e o'f ·w:hich' tan, I detilined. The rea~o11 why is con
come fossils to be found embedded mth he was ushered m hfe. Havmg .a faclrnt cealed within4he inn~rmost rlepths of my 
crustaceans among the pleistocene strata. for t.he refreshment tent, I praised the b'lsom beM'nd a Crimean shirt and a 
Perhaps bailiffs are still living entities, 1cuisine. the excellence of the viands. alllt flannel' waisfuoat. 
and that no one better than myself has !the splendid brands from the choice -.....,,,....,....,..._,,.,,_..,.._ 
reason to know it. vintages placed upon the table in the SPURIOUR GEN1'ILITY. 

But this is by the~way. A gentleman shape-of wines. I praised every arr !?()-

who says he admires me greatl y (I wish ment, and, having the entry t 9 the grand- "MR SNYDER," said a friend anrl counsellor 
some lady with an indepenaent income stand, r ,praised the ladies. The only to me a day or two since, during a highly 
with no objection to share it would just thina I left blank was the weather, which, moral disconrse we were engaged upon, ,_ 
step on th'l platform and say as much)- in Otago, is rather difficult to prognosti- "a so0ial blight hangs over this city," 
a gentleman, I sR.y, wishes me to write cate four days in advance. Haring b1;ng-ing with it greater attP.ndant evils 
up the noble game of cricket. I did once exalted everyone and everything in con- than an,Ything the polic~ m:e caJ]Pd on to 
write it up, and in such a maruier that I nection with the noble game of cricket, I d~al w~tb. D_runke~ness ~s b~d, concu
considered it would never want writing knew it was impossible to go wrong. / bml).ge 1s bad, 1mpur1ty of hfe 1s l~ad; but 
up auy more. It WR.S when, twenty years As the game proceeded I iderspersed j I can scarcely bn~g myself to tbrnk that 
ago the All England Eleven came to tl;ie runs with comments, as after this any of these v1~es, taken sepa~~tely, 
Otago to play a Dunedin eighteen. I manner-a magnificent cut for four; a bnrH\· about _more discomfort, more imsery, 
was a member of the Press in those days, side hit for two; a beautiful block; a or more evil consequences t~~n ~he a~
attached to a leading journal-and her~ I splendid catch. I wrote about a slashing t:-mpts mad_e b.f ·hosts of fam1hes m ~his 
mav mentinn by the way and quite delivery, met by a grand defence of the mty .t.o mamt~iu_ anrl keep u~ a ~pu~1?us 
asuallv which even to myself appears wicket. The :fielJing I declared was ~·ent1hty. Tb~s 1s a canker wh~ch 1_s eatmg 
somewh~t strang-e, that 1 nevAr did belong superb, and the manner in which the mto t~e happmess of domes.tw hfe, aud 
to any paperer that was not the leading "long stop" delivered up his ball was w~1le it makes all to appear fair and g?o~ly 
journal. and I never new any member somethina never before witnessed in the w1tbont, leaves all r otteu and false w1thm. 
on the literary staff of. a n_ewspaper ~mt annals 0 f cricketing, It is true, I fell I do not say the. ~vil may not exist in 
who always .thought likewise regarding iuto a few trifling errors, as, for instance, other to~ns _and c1t1e_s of the colony; but 
his own part10~ilarself. . . / when I said that Caf!'yn would havi_i ma!1e mv belief is that its _hearl-rprnrt~rs a~e 

Well, the editor called me mto his rootn, a hit for twenty-two, had the ball in its where we are now dwelling. Yonr mtelh-
nd said, "Mr Snyder, d? yo~, untl{lr- flight not ha"lte struck young Red wood in gent wash.erwo:nan! whom you. lately re

itand the noble game of cricket? the stomach which enabled him to catch ferred to m pnnt m her pecuhar depart
Now I. hail in my childhood's early it backhanded. I hrtd stated that the ment, has trrld]ou of one or two niatters 

ti.ii vs seen cricket pfayed _in _w~at I may t emendon~ ~cience which Tin!c:_yp_<?sse~_sed which form a ya rt. and only a small .P~~ 


