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'*ﬁdt-eﬁoih'to give, and didn’t think it

thus humorously sets forth his first
months’ experiences as a newspaper
tor. Although written in a facetic
vein, there is a deal of truth conveyed in'
'“* Snyder’s ” remarks :—
OURSELVES.
* We desire to avail purselves of the
present opportunity to enter into con-
fidenitial m‘imﬁc'ﬁﬁoﬁ'ﬁitﬁ'm*ﬁﬁs
We havo a great horror of secrecy : but’
at the same time what we have to com- |
municate need mnot to go outside the |
colonmies. We should be sorry if what]
| we are about to relate reached the ears of

é Cochin China or Siberia or in Greenland’s

4 Snyder,” inthe Oommanda!;“m 1 hin

| to this thing.

L 5 it is not convenient
But mial know if we -

: money he expects
and we shout to the ex
A w”k { RS o
tion, when
in a few daya.

be & man we
the bar connte

o thi ng.  The third time
-we do_get paid the sevén and sixpenc
but we found three of our. supporter
the back parlour, where we were call

 give & reuel;gts who with the landlord and
‘ourselves led up a shout of half-a-crov
WE RECKON UP. %

pon a profib and loss caleulation of the

w3 :— s

Sctig of: our frtends In- Kamsokalkia of &u We walk back to our office and enter

i'ihfhgiom,'or in India's coral strand.

Y OUR r{;i?s;mox.

The Coromandel ‘Mail ” under its
present proprietorship~has existed six
months come to-morrow. "Now we know
it"-ia,q;xi_ba nsual for newspaper proprietors
when they report of themselyes utb stated

| periods to tell their readers how !E;hpy.‘

{‘have doubled their oi:ilculation, g .sig-.
vertising sepporters have largely in-

\_creaaa&; how they intend to enlarge the

| paper and do wonders. - "bf s

¥ ) "I“I o k

‘W have nothing
’tdi tor '|l.' 6 a'large 3
Jation ; bnt we have a poor payig N
‘al:lt Go;ogi.ap el proper; and upon the
Arills ; in the flats and thé valleys and in
| back settlements only about one in every

*%nd during the first of onr six mc

, 1isbanoeu'§' fair share of adverﬁk#
‘port ; but have received no ntoney for
“the use made of our ¢ ns. We have
| eked out an existence uPH -

y - ¢ coNTHAS."

| 'Weareopen to confoss that we have
been allowed a fair share of tea and sugar
and general groceries, of bred and bu

| cher’s meat, in return for newspaper sub-
scriptions, advertising and job printing,
but we havereceived no money, We have .*
paidnoone and noonehas paid usexcepting

in the manner indivated, andlass Saturday
afternaon it came’ about that our hands
positively refused to take for their joint
weeks W "‘qmn;'nfﬁ_mmd_,_ 0
' could have given them on | ;
for a set of horseshoes. 'We puinted out
the ingratitude of their behaviour, but

e el

a bl

ordel

they were obdurate. They said they
wanted money, and they did’ noft -intend
' to leave the office nntil Ehgq‘gpt.it. We

said under those circumstances that per-
igps it would be as well if they sent for
i op o Mk, choop fokattase for shom
look up & 1 chea or them
.3‘._’3‘;._3'&”.,@;: h‘&m to make them-
selves as comfortable’as circumstances
would permit, Tho extent that the
* contra” business has been carried onlf
in this office is beyond ordinary belief,
THE SYSTEM FERFECTED. :
To give only a few Instances of the per-

ion to whigh the system of contras has
%wm mandel, the writer of ‘thi
has had his Hair cut short, his corss ope-
rated on ;, hie has taken tonic an#sedative
cjnen he has boou secved with rock

: B Sepithcs “dame ¢
2ble_snd benevolent

5 mitite oxcursions

o jpicis -ua

iadewil, a which

vith many “things too numerous to
montighfias been weritten offin contras.
L T Awmom goar.

It was only & week ortwo back that a
?m came toour office and wanted ns to
‘advertise n milgh goat he had lost. We
told him the cost for insertion would be
half-a-crowst, He said he had got no
was likply he should have so faras the
e 1ings went, but if wer

bundle of sweet herbs iwexchange: and
there are the sweetherbs suspended to the
ceiling of our kitchen. sufficient to
flavour the stuffing of many thousands of
joints of veal. o are at this moment
open to exchange sweet herbs for some
boys’ boot laces.

ansaction, and find as

to eollect thrée half-orowns we have out=

| B e time we ashout

eighteenpence becanse there happens to

‘saw before standing at

But we have gﬁt used
of

window of an hotel; as, beingshort of
ball might strike, I always kept-a very

| quite justified in saying that I knew all
‘mbout the noble game of cricket; that'it
was one of the fine old Saxon games
which my forefathers (who for genera-
'tions had been ecity hosiers) had greatly

calling | axeelled it.

Then the editor said, “Do you think,
Mr Snyder, youmld report the great
ericket match comiing off next week in
) first-class style?” -

I made answer, and declared that if
il there was one thing that T was greater at
than another it was at reporting cricket
matches. d

: His reply was, “Mr Snyder, I feel
Nl proud at having a gentleman on my staff

layed in - fluids five shillings and six- || who is souniversally posted up with every

pence ; cost of the for one quarter
on which the “'Mnﬁ&?afa : ¢
shilling ; paying for a quarter’s deli
say ninepence, and we have just three-
pence left

selves, Int

80 frequent would not this be strange.
Ttl_lﬂlf.”it. is 80 frequent this is stranger
i .

OUR GRIEF.

But threepence
and the latter figure of nonght is the
exact price paid by many for the ‘plmure
of reading ‘the Coromandal ¢ Mail.”

b - Thim are-:!,raiglum'fa in Uml'lomandel who |
"six has paid his subscription, @ hava || make if a rule to borrow the newspaper
\six_has pai bscrip _ §h -

i 2

m their. next doer neighbor. .

‘not subseribe to the *‘ Mail” but get
possession of it by other means than that
of agbamibinﬁ:r it, and the surpassing
sudacity of this
paper which is lent in nine cases out of
ten has not been paid fur by the lender.
We send a goodly number of papers to:
okatea ranges ; butalthough the papers

go up regularly by horse delivery no

money ever comes down.
are people whe insist they shall get their
papers’ without  paying -that ia they
demand they shall be placed on the free
list, Why—we really don’t know and
can’t say; bnt it is 80,—Coromandel

| ¢ Mall? o MFISRESRIIAL &
CONTRIBUTIONS BY

“SNYDER.”
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GRAND REMINISCENCE.

of that which was devoted to football,

views on the noble game. As one who

doing that which will make me immortal.

the morning and daylight.
thers’s an inscrutability as to my where-
abouts.
this.
come fossils to be found embedded with
crustaceans among the pleistocene strata.

reason to know it.
But thisis by the way.

way of balance for our- ; ;
language of he who wrota f| they were not cognisant of anything yon

mee is better than nothing, |

- T here
eight or ten business people, who do

arrangement is that the

Then there

THE NOBLE GAME OF CRICKET.—A

THE cricket season has taken the place
and I have been pestered to state my
above all things over anything else de-
sires to live in Strict privacy, I don’t like
coming into the arena of public life, or
1 may mention that T am always to be
found at home between two o'clock in
After that
Perhaps I have my reasons for
Perhaps bailiffs have not yet be-
Perhaps bailiffs are still living entities,
and that no one better than myself has

A gentleman

| subject, remote or mnear, recondife or

" is printed say -ope f| elevated, that can be dealt with in the
v || columns of a leading journal.

I mever
heard you say there was anything vo
conld not do, whila others have asserte

told off for the work.”

} When I left that editor’s private saue-
i tum I felt somewhat nervous. I certainly
| never repo a cricket match, and
| an anxiety pervaded my soul as to whe-
ther T should be able to keep heyond
| striking distance of the ericket ball, yet|
| still be near enouzh to wateh ifs progress
|l in mid-air, or as it bounded with playful
violence over the green sward.

The pventful day came. and fonnd me
prepared for it. Three davs before the
event T had written in advance a most
exciting aceount of .ﬂiﬂ" opening mateh.
T had deseribed the moble and manly
hearing of the English team. Teompared
one to a swiftly boundine antelops com-
bined with the gazelle-like swaatness of
a soft hlna eve. T spoke of Stephenson
Al having the wingad swiftness of the eagle, 1
|l with the gnick far-seeinzg eva of the
f hawk., I snoke of Tinley as graceful in
his every movement. I drew a compari-
son between him and the Achilles of
Homer. Ideseribed Caffyn’sballsas beine
directed © dead on the wicket” with the
foree and preeision as of having been’

The wicket-keaper, T remarked, had a
grasn of iron, and a spring resembling in
its lichtnine rapidity the movements of
tha order felide. Ihad praised the whole
team individually and sl ronnd.  In fact,
T had nzed un the heanties of natural his-
tore in bringine ont all their nerfactions. .
T Aid as much for the Dunedin eichtesn.
T left the animal world for comnasisons,
and went deen into botanv. I deseribed
one as havine the tonghness eombined
with the elasticity of the mounfain ash.
Another as the sapling which bent tol
pvery movement of external inflnences,
but always recovered itself with the
swiftness of the bow of the archer.
Three or fonur I described as being magni-
ficent specimens of colonial cornstalks.
Another, bronze of complexion, T com-
pared togdhe bark of the sweet-smelling
{ wattle, While at the seme time he pos-
sessed all the tonghness of the nativg
eucalypti. under the fragrance of whigh!
he was ushered in life. Havine & ticl
for the refreshment tent. I praised
cuisine. the excellence of the viands,
{the splendid brands from the choicest
vintages placed upon the table in the
shape of wines, I praised every arrange-

of a railway carriage or the parlour
sight, and never fecling certain where the

iy || reserved distance from the seene of onera- |
£ || tions. , Still T did not thinksuch a f:riﬂizg

drawback should prevent me feeling

discharged from a ten-horse catanult. |

Bl cealed within _
& basom, behind 'a’ 'Crimean shirt and a

appearance of -
[ mleot he would send us a lnrgeﬂ attached to a leading journal—and here [

who says he admires me greatly (T wish
some lady with an independent income
with no objection to share it would just
step on the platform and say as much)—
& gentleman, T say, wishes me to write
up the noble game of cricket. Fdid once
write it up, and in such a manner that I
considered it would never want wrifing
up any more. It was when, twenty years
ago, the All England Eleven eame to
Otago to play a Dunedin eighteon. T
waa a member of the Press in those days,

may mention by the way and quite
ually, which even to myself appears
somewhat strange, that I never did belong
to any paperer that was not the leading
journal, and I navar*‘new any member
on the literary staff of a newspaper but

ment, and having the entry to the grand-
stand, I praised the ladies. The only
thing I left blank was the weather, which,
in Otago, is rather difficult to prognosti-
cate four days in advance. ;
exalted everyone and everything in eon-
nection with the noble game of cricket,
knew it was impossible to go wrong.

the runs with comments, as after thi'_s

Having

As the game proceeded I irterspersed

manner—a magnifieent cut for four; 4
gide hit for two; a beautiful block;
splendid catch. I wroteabout a slashing
delivery, met by & grand defence of th
wicket. The fielling I declared was)
superb, and the manner in which the
“long stop” delivéred up his ball was
something never before witnessed in the

his own particular self.

AN EXPLANATION.
Of course when we stated we had re-
geived no money we don’t mean to say
absolutely no raoney ; but only & very

:.ﬂ

litile money indeed, and then only prq-j a

wnd said, “Mr Snyder, do
itand the noble game of cricket?

who always thought likewise regarding \jn¢, g few trifling errors, as, for instance,

Well, the editor ealled me into his room,
you under-

Now I. had in my childhood's early
navs seen cricket played in what I may |

rannals of cricketing, It is true, I fell

when I said that Caffyn would have made
a hit for twenty-two, had the ball in its
flight not have struck young Redwood in

i glving the bl

was shown when he _
pass round the e

wards gyrate wit L wonderful
sion as to canse the middle stump of th
batsman to fly into the marker’s tent's

smash a dozen bottles of beer, which _
not, to have been consumed until later’
in the afternoon. These and some dthgéri
| trifling djserepancies were afterwards
corrected for me by Mr Gaffyn, who
kindly undertook to overhaul my report
before giving it in fo the editor. Then,
w’t}an I did give it in, and when it was
printed and came out the next morning,
filling thirteen columns, how the papers
did sgll like wildfire, to be sure. The
English team candidly and with great |
honesty confessed they,had never seen a
report like it before—never. The Dun-
edin team said they didn’t think it was
Eossfbie that such a report could have
een produced ; and it was a general re-
mark among the thousands of "Spectators
| what au advantage the reporter of the
leading journal had in being allowed in-
 side the ring, which enabled him to ses
what none outside had had the slighbest.
opportunity of witnessing. Thea ]
of my report was the general theme of

remark. Four thousand extra eopws )
“Night Thoughta.” *“If this were not || could. Consider yourself, however,” as | went that day, and Saturday afberncon

manded by the striet letter of the law and
in terms of mv agreement,

It was on the morning of theJast day
of the conzluding match of the moble
game of cricket between the All-Eagland
Eleven and the Dunedinites that T was
standing near the wickets, for the game
had not been commenced. Then .an idea
seized and fastened on my mind. Tinley
the great slow bowler, hall in hand, was
near to where I was standing, T walked
up to him and said, “ Mr Tinley, will yon
|do me a favour?” and Tinley said, Mr
| Snyder. after what yon have written of us,
I will do you a hundred.” '“Then I said 4
“lend me a bat, and bowl me a alcm':'4
bowled ball that T may have it in mv
power to hand down as an heirloom to. my |
children and my children’s children the
faot that their great nncestor was once.
bowled to b the eredtest slow-twist and’
artfullest bo®ler the history of the world

aiming at the wicket; aim, I ontreat you
at my bat,” and Tinley avain said he wé?:’f‘fl.
Then T took my stand. I strock an ati-
tude. The ball came zently on in dﬁ‘mt
line with my bat. Swinging it high over
my shoulder the bat decended, and the
ball disappeared over the grand-stand on |
to the main road nearly a quarter of al’-
mile distant, where it Wwas picked np and |
brought back by a cabman. Shall T ever|
forget the applanse of the multitade which
deafened my ears? Shall I ever forzet
the shaking of hands and the entreaties to
take a drink ? No, while my memory, &o.,
‘&c., holds its seat I never shall.” Two
days after this event I received fonr depu-
tations from as many cricket elubs, asking
fme to join then.vﬁne offered me the
presidency, another the captainship of the |
team, another offered to back me at single |
wicket azainst the best three of the
English team for any sam T liked to inour
on my owa résponsibility ; but T held out
ngainst all temptations, and, hkas a Spar-
tan, T declined. The reason why is con-
danermost depths of my

| flannel waisttont.

SPURIOUHIE_.;JNTIL[TY.

“Mp SxYDER,"” said a friend and counsellor
to me a day or two sibee, during a highly
moral disconrse we were' engaged upon,
“a social blight bangs over this city,*
bringing with it greater attendant evils |
than anything, the police are called on te
deal with. Drunkenness is bad, eoncu-
binage is bad, impurity of life is bad; but

any of these wvices,

bring about more discomfort, more misery,
or more evil consequences than the at
tempts made by hosts of families in this
ecity; to maintain and keep up a spurions’
gentility.
into the happiness of domestic life, and
while it makes dlliéo appear fair and goodly,
without, leaves all rotten and false within,
I do mot say the evil may not exist in
other towns and cities of the colony; but
my belief is' that jts head-qnarters are
whare we are now dwelling. Your intelli-
gent waﬁh:azwomaul whom you lately re-

he oh, which enabled him to cateh

ferred to in print in her peculiar depart-
as fou of one or two matters
14 part, and only a small part.;,

ever placed on record.”  Tinley saidhe
wonld, “Now” T sid, ‘“never mind

I can scarcely bring myself to thinkthat |
taken separately, |

This is a canker which iseating’ |

| produced for me a cheque over and in
excess of any amount I could havede-| |

|
|
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